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The  hiftory  of  the  two  rival  nations^  which 
eminently  exempliHes^  at  the  fame  time  that  it  ap- 
Ygroache&"i)ean|ft  to  a' ^ecij^on,  of  tjiis  pdint/ ts  that 
of  France  and  England.  The  inceifant  interfe- 
rence of  their  commerce  and  ambition,  has  creat- 
ed fuch  a  fpirit  of  envy^  occafioned  fuch  a  feries 
of  depredations,  rivettcd  fuch  implacable  preju- 
dices, and,  for  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages,  produced 
fuch  a  carnage  among  the  fpecies,  as  are  but  Httle 
alleviated  by  all  the  advantages  derived  to  cither, 
from  their  fettled  antipathies  or  reciprocal  hofti- 
lities !  -  

This  ancient  and  prevailing  charafieriftic  in  the 
genius  of  each,  has  oftener  than  once  portended 
the  deftruckion  of  bpth,  A  political  contention, 
however,  has  thus  cilabliflied  itfelf  between  them, 
which  raoYe  or  lefs  affefts  their  minuteft  and  moft 
important  operations.  It  is  ftrengthened  and  pam- 
pered by  that  luxury  which  rages  in  tjbe  centre, 
and  extends  its  baleful  influence  to  the  extfemities 
of  all  their  dependencies. 

Such  are  thofe  radical  enmitjes  which  have  noi 
only  deluged  the  whole  continent  of  Europe  re- 
peatedly in  blood,  but  which  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  and  among  all  the  nations  on  earth, 
exhibit  to  the  eye  of  fpeculative  humanity,  groupes 
of  obje£ls  which  render  them  equally  fiiocking  and 
immortal. 

Thefe  were  but  too  ferioufly  and  openly  avowed, 
by  th^  firft  European,  government  that  ever  inter- 
fered in  the  politics  of  IndoRan,  It  was  to  de- 
Tend  themfelves  againft  the  deep  deCgns  and  dwng 
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intrigues  df  a  Dupleix,  that  the  Engiifb  in  that 
pzxt  of  the  World  originally  took  up  arms.  And 
-all  thofe  fplendid  achievements  whkh  have  hither- 
to marked  their  fortunes  in  India^  bear  a  ftriking 
refemblance  to  the  genius  and  meafures  of  that 
confummate  ftatefman. 

.Paris  and  London  are  not  greater  rivals  in  Eu- 
lope,  than  Pondicherry  and  Madrafs  vere  formet- 
lyin  Afia.  Their  religious  prepofTef&ons  and  pe- 
<iuliarities^  their  natural  averfions,  and  their  inte- 
refted  jealoufies,  were  unhappily  corroborated  and 
extended  by  their  Vicinity^  in  being  (ituated  in 
ibe  fame,  piovince^  their  commerce,  in  tra- 
ding  in  the  fame  articles,  and  their  aim>  in  accu- 
mulating and  grafphig.at  the  fame  advantagesr. 

Dupleix,  who  added  to  a  wary^  fiibtle,^  and  pe- 
netrating underftanding,  the  moll  romantic  and 
indefatigable  fpirit  o£  enterprife,  irifpired  his  fel-- 
low-adventurers  vith  ^H  the  inveterate  and  here- 
ditary animofity  of  his  native  country  dgainft  the 
Engliih.  His  envy  was  peculiarly  heightened  and 
aggravated  by  our  fuperior  profperity..  We  h^d 
fecured  feveral  valuable  eftabliihments  in  various 
parts  of  Indoftan^  m'^iny  years  before  the  French. 
Our  countrymen,  much  to  their  honour^  had  hap- 
•  pily .  and  wifely  conciliated  the  good  opinion  of 
the  natives.  Their  traffic  was  fair,  ^nd  their  man- 
ners irreproachable.  Circumfpefl  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Indians,  punctual  iA  their  pay- 
ments^ and  faithful  to  their  engagements,  thcry 
commanded  refpeQ,  and  were  treated  witli  tonfi- 
dence«     The  goods  ^hey  imported  were  of  the 
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beft  quality;  and  the .qua.ntitie6  of  A(ia(ic  matiii- 
fadure,  and  various  ^  other  commodittes^  wtiic^ 
they  lent  to  Europe,  were  prodigious.  Thcfc  cir- 
*cuinftances  vere  ccMntemi^ated  by  the  French  with 
envy,  in  proportion  as  they  interefted  the  neigh- 
bouring princes  in  our  fucceft. 

The  genius  of  Dupleix  was  ill  calculated  to  bn>ok 
fuch  a  manifeft  inferiority.  His  dmbitaoo:  yms 
rouzed,  and  he  determined  on  a  feries  of  ifieafiiRls 
which,  he  flattered  himfelf,  could  not  but  teiminate 
in  eftablifhing  the  French  on  the  ruin  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  intereft.  Notwithflanding  liie  formidable 
obftacles  which  he  had  to  funnouiity  from  the  ad- 
vantageous fettlenients  we  pofieffcd^  the  prgudi- 
ces  of  the  natives  in  our  favours^  and  the  regular 
and  permanent  form  our  commeTce  hiad  afimied^ 
his  abilities  were  equal  to  the  taik.  Ami  at  a 
time  when  the  government  of  the  Mogul  ftrack 
Europeans  as  inrefiftible;  when  to  them  the 
magnitude  of  an  Indian  anny  was  an  objciQ,  of  a- 
ftoniihment  and  terror;  when  their  fetdements 
were  yet  in  their  iisfancy,  and  commerce  on  a 
very  narrow  fcale,  fecluded  every  idea  of  con^ 
^ueft ;  when  their  diftance  fkf)m  the  pu^ent  ftate» 
the  paucity  of  their  number,  the  defpotifin  of  tbc 
laws  by  which  they  were  proteBed^^and  the  bar- 
barous forms  of  juRice  to  which  they  were  daily 
witnefles,  rendered  them  a&ble»  affimndnaong,  in- 
duftrious  and  inofienfiiYe:  this  fagacious  poBti- 
cian  difcovered  the  two  leading  principles  by  wUch 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  rapacity^  oppreflfeo^  and 
ion,  has  bipenmatuird»andisAiUfup^iin6d. 
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.  Afecurc-and  uni!e4tf<iing  attientifoatathe  trade 
af  liKlia,  eieSMiaily  Qpnvincejl  him^  th?t  it  pever. 
<iritfelf»  and  as^  k  thc^ii  ftood>  cou)d  ]^  any  confi- 
4erable  objeft  to .  the  French  nation.  The  infinite 
lpftri^QB9  and  4i^dvaiitages  undsr  yhich  it  ia-^ 
boured,  -  w^e  by  no  sacans  compenraited  either  to 
the  public  <>f  ifidivid<ul«^»  by  the  profits  it  produ^ 
eed.  Isvery  anlck  in  >rhich  they  dealt  was  fub-^^ 
jefi^d  to  fueli  »  varic^ty  of  duties^  and  obnoxiouSs 
to  tofih  a  numei?ouS'  train  of  great  and  petty  offi- 
^eJ^s^  ihrough  whofe  juriTdiflion  it  paifed^  that  it* 
vtn  impqffible  to  bring  it  to  the  market  with  al-^ 
moft  any  certain  pro^£l  of  gain.  It  was  alfo 
cuftqRiftry  for  the  Nabobs  to  extort  with  rigour 
vA  iBxaBnels  a  certain  fum.  annually  from  all  Eu^* 
WQ^^s  who  prefumed  to  trade  iil  their  dominions^ 
7bey  were^  at  the  fame  time,  obliged  to  keep 
ganrifons  in  their  feveral  fa6lorie$^  and  fupport 
^h  a  force  as  they  deemed  neceflary  for  the  pro*^ 
le^OB  of  their  perfons  and  properties  in  the  event 
0f  a  war  among  the  country  powers.  All  this  oc* 
cafioned  fuch  an  immenfe  expenditure,  as  the 
emoluments  of  a  commerce,  thus  contracted,  im« 
peded,  and  precarious,  was  by  no  means  calcu- 
lated to  defray. 

The  perfe6t  convi&ion  of  a  fa£t  fo  mortifying  to 
the  pride  of  adventure,  by  which  the  French, 
cTpecially  under  the  conduft  of  a  Dupletx,  were 
animated,  muft  have  impelled  them  to  have  finally 
abandoned  India,  but  that  his  fagacity  and  dif- 
certwient  fuggefted  a  cc^npetent  refourcc  in  the 
d^Q-  of  martial  genfus,  which  he  could  perceiv^c, 
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even  then,  to  be  a  predominating  feature  in^ht 
charafier  of  the  native?.  No  European*  tr56piy 
before  his  time,  had  once  took  the  field  agaihft 'the' 
Prince  in  whofe  dominion  they  refidcd,  or  aSei* 
as  principals  in  the  political '  altercations  of  thef 
country.  The'  plains  of  Indoftan  were,  notwith- 
(landing,  perpetually  covered  with  arniieg.  A  ge- 
neral peace  was  unknown,  and  from  the  (pirk  of 
diifention  that  prevailed,  feemed  inipraAicable-  in. 
the  empire.  The  wboje  continent  of  India  was  a* 
tkeatre  pf  difcord,  in  which  a  violent  ftrugglc  for 
fupremacy,  treafure,  or  territory,  was  cohftianfly 
carrying  on  by  fome  of  its  Rajahs  or  Nabphlf.  ^ 

Thus,  the  want  of  adhefion  in  the  political  fyf- 
tern ;  the  want  of  difcipline  in  the  armies ;  and  the 
want,  perhaps,  of  fhe  true  military  fpirit  in  the 
natives  of  Indoftan,  tempted  Dupleix  to  cofic^ive> 
that  by  taking  fuch  a  part  in  the  competition  aft  « 
prudent  ufe  of  circuniftanc^s  might  direft,  there 
was  a  much  greater  certainty  of  accumulating 
'\Vealth,  and  acquiring  glory  from  fighting,  tha» 
from  commerce.  He  confequently  rcfolved,  with-* 
eut  hefitation,  to  profit  by  thcfc  difcoveries,  and 
to  render  his  obfervations  at  once  fubfervient  to 
theintereft  of  his  employers,  and  the  honour  of 
his  nation.  A  more  than  ordinary  attention  was 
henceforth  paid  to  the  aflf'airs  of  the  military.  The 
ilate  of  the  army  was  infpefted  with  accuracy,  the 
difcipline  of  the  troops  was  enforced  with  addi- 
tional circumfpeflion,  and  every  poffible  expedi- ' 
ent  was  adopted  to  complete  their  numbers,  to 
rouze  their  ardour,  and  to  reader  them  formidable. 
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The  execution'  was  not  lefe  mafteflj/  thz^n  the 
.conception  of  his  plans';;*  Me  attached  himrelf  to 
the  interdft  ;6f  Chundafahfeb,  whofe  poWerfaf  con- 
nedions  oh  thfe  one  hand^  and  defperate  fortunes 
©n  the  Other,  rendered  him  no  improper  tooj  of 
French  policy.  Thii  inah  had  giyen  feveral  'fpe- 
cimens  6\  an  *enterprizing  mindj  biit'all  his  pro- 
je8shad  hitherto  failed,  riis  parts/ his  '^ddrefs, 
and  Wis  magnanimous  temper,  endeared  hiin  to 
his  friendis,  and  even  procured'  Y(\m  relp^ft.  from 
his  enemies.  Though  at/this  time  a  prifoner  in 
Satarah,  where  he  had  been  clofely  confined  for 
eight  years,  the  power  of  the  Carnatic;  on  the 
bloody  ufurpation'  of  Anwarodean,  deemed  hnn 
the  fitteft  perfon  to  conteft  the  nabobfhip  ^itn 
that  hated  tyrant.  Dupleix  guaranteed  the  rao^ 
foms  for  which  the  Marratoes  tonfented  to'  releate 
him.  And  after  a  great  variety  of  military  adven- 
tures and  viciflitudes,  in  which  the  celebrity  pf  his 
talents,  as  a  foldier,  was  eftablifhed  and  extended, 
he  was  received  with  opjCn  arras  by  Murzafajjng, 
grandfon  of  Nizimmuluch,  who  then  difputedthe 
vice-royalty  of  the  Deccan  with  his  un^le,  Nazir- 

This  prince  fpon  perceived  the  afcendancy  of 
his  new  ally,  and  treated  him  with  a  confidence 
and  diftinclion  not  inferior  to  the  opinion  he  had 
formed  of  his  abilities  and  integrity.  Chundafaheb 
readily  acknowledged  his  authority,  and  eafily 
prevailed  on  him  to  renew  and  authenticate  his 
claim  on  the  nabobfhip  of  Arcot,  by  ifluing  letters 
patent  for  that  purpofe.     A  refolution  was  confe- 
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^pifxf\j  formed,  of  fubjug^ting  Anwerx^dean^  as 
^  preliminary  ftq)  to  %  fucpc^fsful  conteft  ^Hh  N^r 
?iging-  The  French  intercft  waw  fc^lkitcd ;  P'w- 
plcix  approved  of  afehem^  prohi^.j  ,ib;rined  J^t  hi^ 
inftancp.  The  Nabob  of  Arcot  w*s  defpated>  and 
fell  at  the  battle  of  Ambpor ;  but  his j^e^thf  Jftv^ 
tobupleix,  ai^  his  allies,  oply  cuttinjg^ofiftb^head 
of  a  hydra.  The  c^ufe  of  Mobomnoedally,  fe-^ 
ppnd  fon  of  ApMrarodean^  w^s  efpo\ifed  by  ^ 
ftrbng  pany  of  the  neighbaurii^  anQi^^^  whg 
threaded  the  apibijtion.  ,of.,C^unda(aheb.  A^  tbmr 
d^fire^  Nazirjing  marched  into  the  Cat:naUq  wUb 
j^  (Irong  army.  His  nephew,  Murz^fajing,  who 
pppoied  h}s  claim  to  the  (ubaibip^  was  now  indi)* 
fed  to  accept  pf  the  offers  made  by  bis  uncle. 

This  fudden  agreenDient  deranged  for  a  mpix^eiif 
ihc  affairs  of  the  allies,  But  Dupleix,  f;ver  fertile 
in  refpurce^,  found  means  pf  creaiung  difli^nfion  in 
die  cpuit  of  the  fuba  [t75o].  Acoafpiracy  iqfimer 
(diately  took  place ;  and  while  Nazirjing,  relying  on 
the  faith  of  (be  French,  with  whom  a  formal  treaty 
had  juft  been  f:onclyded,  ^nd  the  loyalty  of  the 
tributary  Pitans,  who  were  with  blip  in  the  field^ 
abandoned  himfelf  to  effeminacy,  the  former  made 
^n  atfacic  on  fhofe  unfiifpcfting  troops  who  were 
moft  in  his  inter^ft ;  ^nd  the  Is^tter  raifed  the  ban* 
ners  of  rebellion,  ^nd  murdered  their  prince  in  the 
midllof  his  guard.:;  ^nd  thi$  view  of  his  anny* 

By  this  unexpe£led  revolution^,  Murzafajing^ 
ihc  fte^dy  fripnd  of  the  French,  wa«  ipft^tly  pror 
claimed  Subah  pf  the  Deccafi.  A  large  ten'itory  in 
the  vicinity  pf  Pondichcrry,  a  diiUlift  f|iU  .more 

valuable 
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Vfthiabie,  xifi^  K^caV,  in  the  kingdom  of  Tan^ 
jo^  with  tlie  city  of  MafTuHpatnani^  and  all  itp 
dqjendencie*^  which  produced^  in  all^  an  annua) 
F^enue  of ^  *^iilit  tbirty-ei^  thpufawl  pounds^ 
were  inftantly  ceded  to  the  French, 

The  treafurcs  of  Na^irjiug  were  valued  at  tw> 
iQiUions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Dyplei;p 
{hared  of  this  iimnenfe  booty  two  hundred  tbw^ 
fand  pounds,  befides  jeweU.  In  the  gorgeous  dr^ft 
of  a  native  prince^  he  wa^  the  &rft  that  didhoviag^ 
to  the  a^w  fubaht  Hi;  was  tben  declared  govei^o|r 
for  the  Mqgul^  of  all  the  countries  fouth  of  the  rl* 
ver  Kirftna^  a  territory  nearly  equal  in  extent  Uf 
the  whole  dominions  of  France' in  Eunope.  He 
was  invefted  with  the'  power  and  title  of  MunCiib^  .^ 

or  commander  of  feven  hundred  jsprfe.  He  wa? 
even  permitted  to  bear^  among  hjs  enfigos^  that  of 
the  ji/%^  an  honour  never  qonferred  but  on  natives 
of  the  higheft  diftin^on^  All  money^  current  19 
the  Carnatic^  was  airo  to  be  coined  at  Pondi;* 
cherry  ;  ^d  «U  die  Mogul's  revenues  in  the  coun« 
tries  of  which  Oupleix  was  appoinled  vicegerent^ 
were  in  the  firft  iniUnce  to  be  deposited  with  him. 
Chuiidafahab  was  appointed  nabo^  of  hvWf^  unr 
der  his  authority. 

By  the  death  of  Murzafajing»  [Jan.  4, 1751]  whc^ 
like  his  uncle,  fell  a  vi6tim,  foon  after  him,  to  the 
rapacity  of  the  Pitans,  this  torrent  ^of  gpod  fortune 
received  a  temporary  check.  The  genius  of  I>upkt9b 
however^  prevailed  over  every  misfortune.  Gfaun*- 
ilafaheb  for  a  while  fupported  his  authority  in  the  Cafr 
(niiOf  undef  tfaf  auipices  and  fuppptt  of  the  French 

intereft. 
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iiitctcft,  with  profperity,  Mahommedally,  afliftcd 
hy  tiie  Engliih,  and  all  the  adherents  of  his  family,  re^ 
treat  before  hisviftorious  army.  Me  followed  theni 
«o  TJlatoor,  to  Siringham,  and  to  Tfichinopbly. 

The  deftinies  of  this  great  warrior  overtook  him  at 

•  •  • . » 

laft.  •  Reduced  by  the  fuperior  conduft  of  his  ene- 
mies to  capitulate,  he  put  himfelf  in  the  power  of 
"Moiiiahjee,  the  My  foreanf  general,  who  immediately 
ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off  J^i  752].  Thus  was 
this  formidable '  army,  in  the  fpace  of  little  more 
than  two  months,  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  throw- 
irig  down  their  arms,  and  furrendering  at  difcfe- 
tioh'."  i.w       ,.. 

'  *Even  this  difaffer  was  ih  fome  degree  compen- 
iatedv'by  thefuccefs  of  the  French  arms,  in  fup* 
porting  the  claims  of  Salabatjing,  to  the  <ubahfhip  in 
the  northern  phDvinces  of  the  Decan.  This  cam- 
paign was  condufted  by  Bufly,  a  foldier  of  expe- 
rience and  -capacity.  He  marched  to  Canaul,  the 
"capital  of  the  Htan  nabob,  who  had  flain  the  for- 
mer fubab,  and  determined  that  the  city  ihoul4 
fuffer  fof  the  treachery  of  its  lord. 

Having  put  all  the  garrifon  to  the  fword,  and 
imprifoned  the  ^ife  of  the  late  nabob,  with  her  two 
fons,  after  treating  with  the  general  of  the  Marrat- 
toes,  the  army  entered  Golconda,  where  Salabet- 
jing  publickly  afcended  the  throne  or  mufned,  as 
fubah  of  the  Deccan.  He  then  received  letters 
.from  an  ambaffador,  who  pretended  to  come  from 
the  court  of  Dehli,  for  the  purpofe  of  thus  inverting 
him  with  all  the  enfigns  of  govermcnt.  This  he 
deemed  neccffary.to  fecurc  a  wekomc  reception 
c-  in 
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fn  Aufengabed.  Balgerou,  the  Marrattoe  general, 
found  new  caufes  ^f  breaking  with  him,  but  he 
forthwith  invaded  their  country,  and  the  difference 
for  the  prelent  was  adjufted.  He  was  oppofed  by 
k  fbrniidable  confpirady  of  combatants,  in  his  march 
to  Golconda,  but  had  the  good  fortune  to  defeat 
them  in  a  pitched  batde.  His  rival  and  elder  bro- 
ther, Ghaziodin  Khani  was  difpatched  at  Auren- 
gazeb  by  his  mother,  who  poifoned  him.  The 
important  fervices  of  Dupleix  were  rewarded  by  a 
folemn* appointment  to  the  nabobfhip  of  Arcot. 
V  In  llris  manner  did  Dupleix  proceed'  in  aggran- 
dizing his  nation,  accumulating  advantages  to  the 
Company,  increafing  his  own  fortune,'  and  efta- 
blifhing  his  reputation.  He  raifed  up  Rajahfa- 
heb,  the  fon  of  Chundafaheb,  to  counteraft  or 
defeat  the  intereft  of  Mohommed  Ally  in  the  Car- 
natic ;  and  with  exquifiie  addreft,  by  his  afcen- 
dancy  over  the  .native  princes,  by  the  liberality  of 
his  prefents,  and  by  the  fagacity  of  his  intrigues, 
as  well  as  by  the  terror  of  the  French  arms,  he 
finally  realized  the  claims  of  Salabetjing.  His 
views,  however,  were  not  fufficiendy  feconded  by 
thbfe  officers,  to  whom  the  various  expeditions  he 
planned  were  entrufted.  He  did  not  receive  thofc 
reinforcements  and  that  affiftanccfrom  home,  which 
the  exigencies  of  his  fituation  required,  which  his 
proje&s  fuppofcd,  and  which  he  had  been  taught 
to  cxpeft.  But,^the  'greateft  impediments  to  his 
fuccefs  arofe  from  the  Britifli  Triumvirate,  Law- 
rence, Clive,  and  Sanders,  who,  at  that  time,  had 
|he  charge  of  our  affairs  in  India, 

During 
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'  CUuing  tlae  briiUaxU  career  of  Dupleix^  the  £ng^ 
URi^  reftraine^  by  the  Conipai^^  at  home^  had  hi^ 
tjb^rto  ];cinak)e4  mod  uaaccoumtaUy  inafiiVe«-7^ 
fh^  daring  aiTai&iiation  of  Nazerjing,  which  o«rer« 
yhelmed  them  with  horror  and  aftoniihment;  the 
variety  of  white  flagSi,  which^  as  trophies  of  con-* 
queft^  .enl;gQ3  of  foveneignty^  or  i^nals  of  defi^ 
anice,  (nrrounded  the  Engliffa  prefidency  of 
Foft  St,  David,  are  the  two  memorsible  circum^ 
fauces  which  co-c^rated  with  national  enmity^ 
to  roiue  their  lethargy^  and  excite  their  emulation. 
The  death  of  the  fubah»  by  the  treacberow  Piians^ 
ftroclc  them  a»  the  black  contrivance  of  Dupleix^ 
that  his  politics  of  intereft  and  conqueft  mig^  bo 
no  longer  thwarted,  by  managing  the  oppofite  in-* 
terefta  of  two  fuch  powerful  rivals.  And  they 
coxifidered  the  triumpha,pt  flags  which  ftreamed  in 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  St.  Davids  asaninfuUto  the 
Britilh  character,  fince  it  was  impoffible  to  open 
their  eyes>  \vithout  contemplating  tfafe  mortifying 
^gnatures  of  their  own  infigDifif:an<te  and.  d^g^ace. 
The  prefidency  was  then  lender  the  diredton  of 
Mr.  Sanders,  who  arrived  in  India  but  a  fliort  time 
before  the  death  of  Nazirjing.  Convinced  by 
that  event,  qf  the  vad  ambition  and  extenfive  ob« 
^8:  to  which  Dupleix  afpired,  he  refolved  to  frur» 
trate  his  proje£b  as  much  as  poffible.  His  £siga« 
city»  bis  perfeverance^  and  his  refc^ution^  enabled 
bimy  on  many  ocqafions,  to  command  a  fuccefs, 
under  circumitances  peculiarly  inaufpicious.  But 
ibjsi  military  departments  were  filled  by  officers  of 
genius  and  enterprise.     Ma^r  Lawrence  was  th^ 

firft 
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firft  who  HitFodoced  a  regular  difcipline  among  the 
Briolh  forces  in  India,  and  trained  the  natives  >vh6 
joined  them,  to  fight  in  the  European  manncr.  It 
^ras  luider  this  hardy  veteran  that  Clive  iiftbibed 
the  rudiments  of  war.  By  the  joint  effiorta  of  thefe 
two  great  men,  occafionally  aflSfted  by  ahk  Ad- 
mirals, and  fubordinaie  -officers  of  confiderable  mei- 
^t,  the  bold  defigns  of  Dupleix,  and  the  Cot^n  dl 
Verfailks,  were  difappointed,  of  eftabKihing  aA 
wiiverfal  moMrchy  in  the  empire  of  Indoftan^  to 
-the  utter  exclufion  of  every  other  £utx7pean« 

The  naiureof  this  work,  however,  prevents  our 
going,  with  any  degree  of  mmmenefe,  imo  the  d^ 
uA  of  the  feveral  campaigns  which  diftinguifted 
thefe  early  periods  of  the  Indian  war.  It  is  tiaoef- 
|ary  oi4y  to  recapitulate  fuch  a  feries  of  g€»ietal 
fads  as  may  preferve  our  narrative  entine,  and  iff- 
•troduce  us  to  a  more  diftinft  and  ctrcumftantial 
acqusiatance  with  the  later  and  more  hiteititjiijg 
|Kurt  of  the  hiftory  of  our  commerciat  eftabUflimeiM 
and  terrilorial  acqutfitions  in  that  qtiarter  of  the 

The  firft  fiivourable  circumftance  which  reviTell 

the  courage  of  the  £ngli(h,  and  imprefled  the  mt- 

ttves  with  a  conviftion  of  their  bravery,  was  an 

expedition  againft  the  province  of  Arcot,  under 

the  command  of  Qive.    With  an  handftil  of  cirt- 

difciplined  men,   he  furpriled  the  caphal  of  ihh 

rich  diftrid,  and  fuftained  it  againft  a  regular  Gegt 

of  three  months,   by  a  numerous  army,  wheiM, 
jiotwithftaiMiing  a  furious  aH&ult  m  three  dtSkssaf. 

^accs^  he  repulfed  with  great  fiatt|^<er  [1754}^  * 

He 
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He  was  then  reinforced  by  a  party  from  the  array 
at  Trichinopoly,  and  a  confederate  body  of  Mahr- 
ratoes^  which  encauraged  him  to  inarch  in  fearch  of 
the  enemy.  The  forts  of  Timrey,  Aranic,  and 
Conjeverami  fell  before  him^  ,and  in  a  general  en- 
gagement at  Caveripauke^  he  routed  at  leaft  three 
times  his  number  of  troops,  and  took  a  large  party 
of  French  prifoners.  The  fprt  immediately  Surren- 
dered. 

Marching  acrofs  the  country  he  came  to  the  fpoi 
where  Nazir-jing  had  been .  treacheroufly  {Iaii>. 
•There  a  town  was  rearing  with  great  alacrity,  ta 
commemorate  that  execrable  tranfa£iion.  Its  name 
was  Dupieix-Fateabati  or  the  town  of  Dupldxs 
vifiory.  Coins  were  ftruck  with  fymbolical  repre- 
fentations  of  the  fad.  A  {lately  pillar  was  at  the 
fame  time  preparing,  infcribed  with  feveral  elabo- 
rate defcriptions  in  the  French,  Malabar,  Perfian, 
and  Indoftan  languages,  to  be  ereQed  as  a  monu- 
ment of  French  prowefs  and  good  fortune.  Clivc 
ordered  the  whole  to  be  erazed,  which  the  army  ac- 
complifhed  with  expedition  and  dexterity*  It  proba- 
bly'infpired  them  with  anaufpicious  prefage  of  their 
fuccefs  over  the  declining  fortunes  of  the  enemy. ; 

From  this  place  the  troops  proceeded  to  Fort 
St.  David ;  nor  did  they  meet  or  fee  a.  fingle 
fquadron  or  party  of  the  French,  or  their  allies, 
during  the  whole  march.  TJieir  late  defeat  fuc- 
xeeding  to  former  difgrace,  .had  totally  broken 
their  fpirits,  deranged  their  operations,  and  dif- 
perfed  their  numbers.  Their  cavalry  attached 
themfelves  to.  the  governors  of  f$ich  diftri£)s  as  wete 

yet 
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yet  in  their  jntereft,  the  Europeans  and  Sepoys 
were  recalled  to  Pondicherry,  and  Dupleix  was  fo 
incenfed  againft Rajahfaheb,  the  foiiof  his  former 
friend  and  ally,  M^ith  whom^  on  that  account^  he  h^d 
jotrufted  the  command,  that  it  was  fpme  tim/^  before^ 
ie  would  allow  him  to  appear  in, his  prefence. 

Thus  the  Englifli  fucceffes,  under  the  aufpicet 
of  Major  Lawrence  and  Captain  Clive,  recovered 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  months,  in  favour  of  Mar 
hommedally,  the  tried  friend  of,  the  Company^ 
an  extent  of  country  in  tj^c  Carnatic,  thirty  miles 
in  breadth,  and  fixty  in  length,  the  annual  revenue 
of  which,  including  that  of  the  famous  pagoda  c^ 
Tripetti^  amounted  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
£xty  thoufand  pounds. 

It  was  at  this  time[i752]]  Major  Lawrence  retunir 
cd  from  England,  and  aflumed  the  command  of  the 
army.  He  poffeffed  the  Angular  magnanimity  of 
regarding  with  admiration,  the  certain  prefagcs  of 
fuperior  genius  in  young  Clive,  whom,  notwithr 
Handing  his  yoiith  and  inexperience,  he  confulted 
on  all  occafions.  By  the  advice  of  this  officer,  the 
army  was  direfted.  Major  Lawrence  remained 
with  the  main  body,  on  the  fouth  of  the  Caveri, 
while  Clive  was  fent  with  a  ftrong  detachment  to  - 
make  a  diverHoi;  on  the  north  of  the  Calcroon. 

Clive  lucceeded  even  beyond  the  Major  s  raoft 
laoguine  expeflations.  The  troops  feemcd  infpired 
with  the  ardour  of  their  leader.  Notwithilanding 
the  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy,  they  poflefled 
thcmfelves  of  Pithandah  and  Otatoor.  D'Auteuif, 
who  commanded  the  French,  was  known  to  aim  af - 

a^junc« 
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Si  jundion  with  the  confederate  army,  Vrho  encatnped 
at  Seringham,  and  for  whom  he  had  a  reinforce- 
ment both  of  men  and  money.  It  was  of  confe- 
quence  to  intercept  this  fuccour.  The  forces  Hhdtt 
Captain  Dalton  were  confcqu^ntly  ofdered  to  join 
thofe  of  Clive ;  and  this  generous  officef,  thougti 
fenior  m  command,  that  no  difputes  might  impede 
the  fervice,  had  the  gallantry  to  accompany  the 
expedition  as  a  volumeer.  This  party  coming  Up 
>with  the  enemy  at  Valconda,  a  fmait  engagement 
took  place.  The  French  were  fo  completely  van-? 
qutffied,  that  the  whole,  with  their  commander  at  ^^ 
their  head,  were  made  prifoners  by  the  Englifii.  ^    * 

Nor  had  the  Major  !efs  fuccefs.  He  perceived 
and  availed  himfelf  of  the  diflenfions  which  pre* 
Tailed  in  the  enemy's  camp.  He  followed  them 
into  the  ifland,  and  by  every  military  manoeuvre 
which  the  moft  conilimmate  Ikill  in  the  profeflion^ 
2eal  in  the  fervice,  and  a  perfe£i  acquaintance  vrit^ 
l!he  c(iara6ters  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  enabled  him  to 
perform,  cut  off  all  communication  with  the  coun« 
try,  and  rendered  their  fituation  a  complete  block- 
ade. In  confequence  of  thefe  operations,  the  va- 
rious powers  of  which  the  confederacy  confided 
iregan  to  fiiift  for  themfelves,  and  to  make  what 
terms  they  could  with  the  Engliih.  Many  of  them 
joined  the  opppfite  intereft;  fome  having  obtuned 
teave  to  pafs  the  river,  returned  to  their  refpeftive 

liomes ;  and  the  French,  Ihut  up  in  the  pagoda  of 
Jambakiftria,  werefoon  obliged  to  capitulate. 

'    This  whole  war,  in  which  a  profufion  of  blood 

teid  treafure  was  expended^  was  afaxroft  confined  to 

Trichi^ 


TilAjJS ACTIONS  m  ifjDlAv  if 

'Trinchinopoly  and  iu  dependencies.  A  variety  of 
inferior  forts,  in  the  adjacent  territories,  were  con-* 
ftandy  changing  matters.  No  coniiderable  advan-' 
tage  was  gained  on  either  fide^  though  many  (kir- 
Hiilhes  took  place,  and  feveral  bloody  battles  were 
fought.  It  was  a  fcene  in  which  the  genius  of  the 
naltives  was  exhibited  to  advantage.  The  Euro- 
peans contemplated  with  aftonifhment  the  profouncl 
duplicity  which  reigned  in  their  camps,  and  the 
eonfummate  addrefs  by  which  they  inceffandy  en- 
deavoured to  oyer-reach  one  atnother.  To  their 
want  of  accuracy  and  manlinefs  in  the  difcrimina^ 
Hon  of  eharader  and  condu6i,  they  added  a  ma- 
nifeft  defed  of  refoluti'on  and  forefight.  Their 
wars  were  carried  on  with  the  lame  inattention  to 
fyftem,  as  fierce,  as  cowardly,  and  as  mercilefs,  ay 
thofe  of  tygers.  Their  politics  degenerated  into' 
intrigue^  or  confided  only  in  the  piddling  ma- 
noeuvres of  Iharpers,  who  have  no  other  objeft 
than  circumvention..  Their  alliances  invariably 
origin'ated  in  avs^rice  or  revenge.  Their  confede- 
racies were  without  unanimity  or  fpirit,  and  their 
attachments  equally  deftitute  of  friendihip  and  prin- 
ciple. 

Nor  wefe  the  Europeans  an  obje£t  of  lefs  no- 
velty to  fticii  of  the  natives  as  were  capable  of  ob- 
lervaftion.  The  decifion  of  the  field  generally  de- 
pended on  the  condu£^  of  the  French  or  Eng- 
fiflr.  No  -  Ipe&acle  could  be  more  curious  and 
tntereiUng  to  a  perfon  placed  in  the  pagoda  of 
Trinchinopoly,  than  one  of  thofe  battles  which 
were  fought  ia-  its  vicinity.     The  a€lion  for  the' 

G  moft 
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moft  part  was  left  entirely  to  thofe  rival  troops^ 
who,  though  feldom  more  than  a  thoufand  in  num-* 
ber,  were  often  hotly  engaged,  while  their  refpec- 
tive  allies,  in  prodigious  fwarms,  hovered  at  a  dif- 
tance,  fpedators  of  the  fray,  and  anxious  for  the 
ilTue. 

A  war  thus  tedious  and  abortive,  difpofed  the 
preftdencies  of  the  two  companies  to  think  of  com** 
promifing  their  differences  by  treaty.  This  pro* 
duced  the  famous  congrefs  at  Sadrafs,  which,  after 
much  difcuffion  and  altercation  among  the  com* 
miffioners,  produced  nothing  but  a  complete  proof 
that  the  titles  of  Dupleix  were  a  forgery.  Mr. 
Sanders,  who  fuperintended  this  conference  with 
his  ufual  fidelity  and  accuracy,  perceiving  his  can* 
dour  and  moderation  oppofedonly  by  prefumption 
and  evafion,  after  protefiing,  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner,  againft  whatever  had  been  aflumed  on  the 
fiditious  claims  of  Dupleix,  difmiifed  the  deputies^ 
and  put  an  end  to  the  bufinefs. 

This  deteftion,  for  the  prefent,  baulked  the  cx- 
peElations  which  the  profped  of  peace  had  raifed 
in  both  prefidencies,  Hoftilities  were  therefore 
continued,  and  had  probably  been  protraded  to 
great  length,  as  well  as  agitated  with  frefh  ardour 
and  animofity  on  both  JSdes,  but  that  Dupleix  was 
recalled  from  the  government  of  Pondicherry,  and 
his  fucceffor  ordered  to  make  peace  on  any  terms. 

No  news  could  be  more  acceptable  to  all  who 
were  difpofed  to  promote  the  commercial  intereft$ 
of  the  two  companies.     Gadeheu,  the  new  gover- 

'  !  '"^  -'•'^nofmons  to  the  prefidency 


bF  Madrafs  without  delay.  A  fufpennon  of  arms^ 
for  three  months^  was  inftantly  declared^  and  it 
was  agreed,  provided  the  two  companies,  who  re* 
fcrved  to  themfelves  the  right  of  altering  or  annuU 
ling  whatever  in  the  treaty  they  might  think  pro- 
per, acquiefced  in  the  opinion  of  their  fervants;  to 
renounce  for  ever  all  Moorifli  government  and  dig- 
nity ;  never  henceforth  to  interfere  in  any  diffe- 
Tcnces  which  might  take  place  among  the  princes 
of  the  country,  and  to  deliver  up  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  empire,  all  places  captured  by  either 
during  the  war,  excepting  fuch  as  fhould  be  ftipu- 
lated  to  remain  in  the  pofleflion  of  each  company. 
The  revenues  ari/ing  from  this  war  to  the  refpec- 
tive  companies,  at  the  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  which 
were  prodigioufly  in  favour  of  the  French,  demon- 
ftrate  how  different  the  motives  were  on  which  it 
was  carried  on,  and  how  fuperior,  perhaps,  the 
meafures  of  Dupleix  had  always  been  to  thofe  of 
his  rivals.  The  exchange  of  the  prifoners.  alfo 
proved,  that  however  inferior  we  might  be  in  the 
cabinet,  we  beat  them  in  the  field.  For  though 
their  reinforcements  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as 
their  allies,  were  much  more  numerous  than  ours, 
nine  hundred  French  prifoners  were  now  in  our 
cuftody,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  Engliih  which 
were  in  theirs. 

^  Notwithftanding  thefe  tippearances  of  tranquil* 
lity,  a  variety  of  circumftances  occurred  to  render 
a  general  peace  impraflicable.  The.  finances  of 
Mahommedaily  were  almoft  totally  exhauftcd.— ^ 
The  tributary  Polygars,  with  great  profeffions  of 
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attachment^  were  united  only  in  the  backwardnef» 
of  their  payments.  The  colleftion  of  the  Arcot 
revenues  were  indifpenfible.  A  party  of  troops 
were  therefore  difpatched,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Heron,  to  recover  what  arrears  were  due 
to  the  nabob,  in  the  fouthera  diftrifts.  This  un- 
fortunate expedition,  without  effeftually  ferving: 
the  nabob,  ftimulated  the  prefidency  of  Pondi^ 
cherry  to  new  hoftitities;  which,  however,  bypru-^ 
dence  and  arrangement  on  our  part,  were  for  the 
prefent  happily  qnafhed. 

The  eftablifhment  of  Mahommedaliy  in  Arcot>. 
the  capital  of  his  dominions,  was  alfo  attended  with 
a  variety  of  petty  difputes,  which  could  only  be 
fettled  by  a  military  force.  The  principal-  fcene  of 
thefe  tranfaftions  was  the  Northern  Circars.  The 
detachment  which  went  on  this  fervice  was  cem^ 
manded  by  Major  Kilpatrick.  But,  after  exhauft* 
ing  every  refource  of  evafion  which  cUnning,.  chi- 
canery, and  even  treachery  couTd  fuggeft,  without 
cffeft,  moft  of  the  Polygars  made  good  their  con-, 
tributions,  and  acknowledged  their  dependanee. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Admiral  Watfonand' 
Captain  Clive  undertook  an  expedition  agsunft  the 
piratical  confederacy  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  The- 
numerous  rivers  which  interfe6l  this  part  of  the 
country,  fwarmed  with  fleets  of  armed  velfels,  which 
fubfifted  only  by  plunder.  Every  fpecies  of  trade 
carried  on  in  thofe  feas,  was  confequently  harraifed^ 
and  obnoxious  to  perpetual  outrage,  by  the  ban* 
ditti  who  frequented  and  infcfted  them.. 

One 
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One  Angria  was  at  the  bead  of  this  formidable 
icombination.  He  derived  from  his  predeceflbrs  a 
poweiibl  fleet  and  confiderable  territory.  His  de- 
j)redations  on  the  ihips  of  all  na^ions^  who  did  not 
purchafe  his  prote6tion  at  a  great  price,  daily  in- 
creafed  bis  confequence.  The  Company  were  at  the 
annual  expence  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  in  order 
to  exempt  their  commerce  from  his  rapacity. 

Admiral  Wadbn,    in  conjundion  with  feveral 

^tranfports  commanded  hy  Clive,  direded  his «  ourfe 

for   Gheriah,    the   capital   of  this  naval   robbef. 

Though  ftrong  by  nature,  and  confiderably  fortified 

by  art»  it  coukl  not  withiland  the  danger  to  which 

ihefe  preparations  expofed  it.     Angria  retreated  to 

vihe  Jdarattos,  whom  he  hoped  to  appeafe  by  pre- 

knts,    or  amufe  by  flipulations.     The  garrifon, 

..wiihQUt  a  commander  in  whom  they  could  confide, 

ibe  afliftance  of  engineers,   or  indeed  any  folid 

rpcofped  of  fuccefs,  did  not  even  attempt  a  regular 

defence.     The  fort  furrendered,  after  a  fmart  can- 

OKiDade,  and  there  were  found  in  it  a  large  quantity 

crtnilitary  flores,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 

iand  pounds  in  money,  which,  without  any  refcrve 

cither  for  the  nadon  or  the*  Company,  was  fhared 

among  the  captors  on  the  fpot.     And  happy  had  it 

been  for.  the  firitifh  charafter,  for  the  natives  of 

Indoflan,  and  for  the  interefl  of  the  Company,  if 

their  civil  or  military  fervants  had  never  indulged 

,a  fpecies  of  more  criminal  peculation. 

No  event  fince  the  late  treaty  bore  a  more  fa- 
vourable afpefi  to  the  Englifh  intereft  than  the  dif- 
miffion  of  the  French  troops  under  the  command  of 

C  3  De 
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De  Bufly,  from  the  fervice  of  the  fubah.  It  hap- 
pened at  Savanore,  which  lies  two  hundred  miles 
fouthweft  of  Galconda.  This  formidable  connec- 
tion had  been  long  an  eye-fore  to  the  Company^ 
who  knew  it  to  be  a  fource  of  certain  aggrandife- 
ment  and  opulence  to  their  rivals.  The  miniftry 
of  Salabatjing  were  alfo  difgufted  by  an  ally,  whofe 
condu£i  was  no  lefs  afluming  and  lofty  than  his  de- 
mands were  exorbitant  and  infatiable.  The  £ng- 
lifh  had  confequently  the  lefs  difficulty  of  under- 
mining De  Bulfy  and  the  French  intereft  in  the 
viceroy's  favour.  Their  agents^  though  it  is 
alledged  without  any  authority  from  them,  ftipu- 
lated  in  their  name  that  the  fubah  fhould  have  the 
fame  alfiftance  from  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs» 
which  he  had  formerly  received  from  Pondicherry, 
and  without  any  of  thofe  mortifying  conditions 
which  the  French  had  thus  ungeneroufly  extorted 
from  him,  under  the  prelfure  of  the  moft  critical 
circumftances. 

The  party  againft  the  French,  among  the  various 
intrigues  going  forward  in  the  vizir's  court,  was 
every  day  acquiring  additional  influence  from  the 
well  known  prihciple  of  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  the 
ftrongeft ;  and  Salabatjing,  notwithftanding  his  re- 
gard for  Buffy,  had  not  fufficient  refolution  to  op- 
pofe  fo  powerful  a  combination  againft  him.  He 
was,  in  truth,  like  moft  other  great  men,  without 
a  will  of  his  own,  and  the  more  arbitrary  a  tyrant^ 
from  being  To  much  a  flave.  Bufly,  the  moment  the 
refraQ:ory  nabobs  had  made  their  fubmiffion,  was 

therefore,  at  tTe  inftigation  of  his  enemies^  ordered 

to 
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to  leave  the  fubah's  cainp>  and  march  without  de-^ 
lay  for  Pondicherry. 

This  able  oflBcer  received,  and  immediately  pre- 
pared to  obey,  the  unexpeded  mandate,  with  that 
indignant  pride  which  it  is  fo  natural  for  the  noble 
and  brave  to  feel,  when  their  beft  fervices  are  only 
thus  rewarded  with  the  blackefl,  ingratitude. 

In  this  manner  had  the  contefts  of  the  Europeans 
long  raged  in  the  Deccan  lil^e  a  hurricane.  By  the 
attention  of  the  Prefidency  to  the  Company's  inte- 
reft  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  the  ftorm  for  a 
moment  fubfided.  Bufly,  in  the  mean  time,  ef- 
fefied  a  reconciliation  with  the  fubah,,  and  during 
this  fliort  interval  of  repofe,  the  affairs  of  his  go- 
vernment were  interrupted  only  by  the  petty  in- 
trigues of  rival  omrahs. 

Nothing  of  material  confequence,  indeed,  to 
either  party,^  wasatprefent  agitated  in  the  Carnatio. 
The  chiefs,  as  ufual,  carried  on  the  trade  of  plun- 
der, treachery,  and  aflaffination,  in  the  frontiers^ 
while  the  heart  of  the  country  enjoyed  a  momen- 
tary ceflation  of  hoftilities>.  It  was^  however,  but 
the  tranfient  fiumber  of  the  wretched,  who  fuddenly 
awake  to  new  and  more  aggravated  miferies. 

The  war  which  France  and  England  foon  aftei- 
wards  commenced,  involved,  more  or  lefs,  all  theix 
interefts  and  dependencies  in  India.  Many  of  the 
principal  provinces  of  the  Deccan,  and  efpecially 
thefouthern  and  northern  vicinities  of  the  Carnatic» 
were  univerfally  embroiled  by  frefli  difturbances. 

The  two  Companies  regarded  the  motions  and 
conne£lions  of  each  other  with  jfealoufy  and  ran- 

C  4  cour. 
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£Our.  The  poficy  of  the  natives  in  all  its  darkneft 
and  obliquity  became  the  favourite  iludy  of  both, 
and  both  made  wonderful  proficiency  in  this  per^ 
picioi^s  and  difgraceful  fcience. 

A  new  competitor  put  in  his  claims  for  the  fubah- 
ihip  of  the  Deccan^  fupported  by  all  the  weight  of 
legal  authority,  and  a  powerful  combination  of  the 
mod  warlike  princes  in  the  empire ;  a  ftrong  rein* 
forcement  of  troops  landed  from  Europe,  and  the 
iovereignty  of  the  Indian  (eas  was  difputed  on  the 
jCoromandel  coaft  by  the  Englifh  and  Frendh  fleets^ 
V^ith  the  utmoft  inveteracy  and  valour.  Every  part 
pf  this  vaft  peninfula,  where  either  of  thefe  nation^ 
)iad  any  interefl  or  alliance,  fuffered  al)  the  ravages 
of  war  for  a  feries  of  years.  The  two  prefidencies^ 
jind  the  principal  of  tjieir  refpeClive  faftories,  were 
alternately  befieged  and  relieved  by  their  refpec- 
Jtive  forces  and  allies.  Many  of  them,  even  in  the 
pourfe  of  a  few  months,  repeatedly  changed  their 
piafters,  their  inhabitants,  and  their  garrifons. 
Here  the  Britifh  arms  evidently  partook  of  the  gene- 
ral good  fortune  which  at  that  period  eve.ry  where 
attended  them.  They  baffled  every  confederacy 
that  threatened  to  chpck  their  fuccefe.  They  de- 
fended M adrafs ;  they  took  Pondicherry ;  they  re- 
(covered  Calcutta,  with  infinite  advantages;  an4 
they  acquired  the  revenues  of  a  rich  and  cxtenfive 
territory,  amounting,  it  was  faid,  to  upwards  of 
three  millions  a-year. 

The  romantic  campaigns  of  Lally  are  frefti  in 
pvery  man's  remembrance,  who  recoUefts  the  glo-r 
rious  ai;ul  triumphant  copclufion  of  (hat  memorable 

ijvaf. 
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4var.  He  loft  Mafulipatain,  and  the  northern  pro- 
vinces, by  recalling  De  BuflTy  from  Salabatjing^ 
and  appointing  an  officer  of  inferior  abilities  to  fuc- 
reed  him  in  that  eritical  fituation.  He  wafted 
much  time,  much  treafure,  and  many  lives^  with- 
out cfkGtf  in  .an  inveftment  of  Madrafs,  whidi 
might  have  been  occupied  in  co-operating  with  the 
allies. of  the  French  Company,  and  extending  their 
intereft.  He  crippled  his  army  by  the  large  de- 
tachmentsjwhich  he  fent  to  Seringhaiti,  and  enabled 
the  Englifh,  in  confequence  of  their  taking. pofief- 
fion  of  Vandevafli  and  Corangoly,  to  extend  their 
barrier  fouth  of  the  Palier. 

Thefe,  however,  were  hot  the  cauGss  which 
juined  the  French: in  India.  There  is  hocountiy 
in  the  world  in  which  war  is  fo  expeniive  as  this. 
The  lofs  of  the  French,  and  our  advantage,  by  the 
jcapture  of  Chandemagore,  and  our  othet*  impolt^t 
^acquifitions  in  :the>rich  province  of  Bengal,  drove 
them  from  India.  The  Britilh  conquefts  on  the 
Coromandel  and  the  Malabar  coafts  were  atchieved 
by  Clive  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges. 

l^ly  might  be  deficient  in  the  local  knowledge 
i)f  the  country.  Perh^s  he  conceived  too  con- 
temptibly of  the  native  princes  to  make  the  heft 
nie  of  their  afliftance.  But  he  was  obliged  to  a^ 
on  die  fea  coaft  without  a  fquadron,  and  when  he 
penetrated  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
his  allies  were  refractory,  and  his  troops  mutinied 
for  want  of  pay.  Notwithftanding  thefe  impedi- 
inents,  out  of  ten  battles  he  had  only  loft  one,  and 
fni^hf  well  be  allovred,  after  gaining  nine  battles, 

^nd 
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and  taking  ten  places  with  the  fame  troops^  to  rea* 
treat  before  fuperior  numbers. 

But  Lally>  like  many  other  great  men^  owed  his 
fSall  to  the  reftitude  of  his  feelings,  the  contumely 
of  his  wit,  and  the  feverity  of  his  difcipline. 
From  the  moment  he  landed  at  Pondicherry,  he 
cxprefled  the  moft  determined  avcrfion  to  the  vc«- 
nality  which  every  where  furrounded  him^  Supe- 
rior to  the  mean  pra£lices  connected  with  pecuni* 
ary  purfuits,  he  regarded  thofe  who  had  no  other 
objeQ,  with  unequivocal  contempt.  He  was  or- 
dered to  inveftigate  thofe  enormities  which  had 
impoverifhed  the  Company,  and  to  punifii  the  de^ 
linquents.  The  evils  he  was  deftined  to  redrefs, 
were  peculation,  difobedience,  treachery,  plunder^ 
cowardice,  and  mutiny. 

The  office  w^s  unpopular,  and  Lally  erred,  m 
thinking  himfelf  entitled  to  a  cordial  reception 
from  thofe  who  detefted,.  and  thought  their  fafety 
endangered  by  his  bufinefs.  He  was  foon  convin*- 
ced  what  he  may  expe6t  who  would  wreft  from 
the  wicked  the  fpoils  of  iniquity.  A  league  was 
inftantly  formed  to  defeat  the  end  of  his  appoint- 
ment ;  and  thofe  who  ought  to  have  co-operated 
with  him  in  the  fervice,  were  ftudious  only  to  har- 
rafs  him  with  difficulties,  as  their  own  ruin  could 
be  avoided  no  other  way  than  by  accomplifhing  his. 

Whatever  conje6iures  may  be  formed  of  the 
many  fplendid  events  which  give  a  kiftre  to  this 
period  of  the  Britifii  ftory  in  the  Deccan,  and 
throughout  the  whole  Indian  peninfula,  as  in 
every  other  part  of  the  world,   our  arms  were 

ultimately 
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ultimately  vidorious.  This  feems  not  to  have  been 
the  fcene  in  which  the  French  were  deftined  to 
reap  their  laurels.  Their  troops,  perhaps,  had 
never  any  where  behaved  fo  uniformly  ill.— 
They  fled  at  Caveripauke^  they  fled  at  Bahoor,  they 
fled  twice  Jh  Tanjore,  they  laid  down  their  arms  at 
Volconda,  they  furrendered  at  difcretion  in  Sering-^ 
ham,  they  failed  twice  before  Cudalore,  twice  be- 
fore Arcot,  twice  before  Trinchinopoly,  and  at  the 
fiege  of  which  one  half  of  them  were  made  pri- 
foners. 

They  were  now  finally  worfted.  Peace  was 
once  more  reftored  to  the  Carnatic,  and  the  enemy 
every  where  diflodged  from  their  faftnefles.  Pon- 
dicberry  was  captured  and  erafed.  Vellore  was 
alfo  taken,  after  a  vigorous  refittahce.  The  grants 
of  the  northern  circars  to  France  were  at  the  fame 
time  difannulled)  and  their  fovereignty  perpetually 
invefted  in  the  Englifli.  And,  by  the  peace  of 
Paris,  MahommtdaUy  Cawn  was  acknowledged  na- 
bob of  the  Camatic^  and  Salabatjing  lawful  fubah 
of  the  Peccap. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER       II. 


Revolutions  in  Bengal — Surajah  Dowlahr^—Meer  Jfaf- 
Jier — Cojfim  Ally  Cawn — The  Company  s  acceffion  to 
^the  Dexaannee — Svjah  id  Dawlah — Treaties — Lord 
Clive^oes  out  to  India — SekS  Committe-^Altercaiion 
with  the  Members  of  the  Board. 

\\jlUR  TwiHtary  tranfaftions  on  the  coaft  of  Co* 
roraandel  were  fuddenly  fufpended,  by  intelligence 
•^hich  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs  received  from 
•  Bengal.  Surajah  Dowlah,  a  young  prince  without 
parts^  Experience,  or  humanity,  had  almoft  amiihi- 
lated  our  intereft  in  that  divifion  of  the  empire. 

In  June,  1756,  Fort  William,  after  a  brave 'de- 
fence, under  circumftances  peculiarly  diftrefling, 
furrcndered  to  an  immenfe  army,  headed  by  the 
nabob  in  perfon.  The  town  was  burnt  and  pillaged^ 
the  treafury  of  the  Company  plundered,  the  publick 
works  demolifhed,  and  a  hundred  andfifty  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  who  furvived  the  capture,  thruft  intoaftrong 
dungeon,  not  more  than  eighteen  feet  long,  and  four- 
teen feet  wide,  with  only  two  holes  barricaded  by 
iron  bars,  where  they  remained  all  night  in  fuch 
^  ftate  of  fuffocation,  from  want  of  frelh  air,  the 
heaX  of  the  feafon,  and  their  own  perfpiration, 
that  moft  of  them  perifhed  in  a  violent  delirium. 
On  the  morning  twenty-two  were  found  merely 

alive^ 
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alive^  and  exhibited  fuch  a  piElure  of  diftrefs,  as 
buBian  nature  has  feldom  fuiiered  or  furvived. 

This  dreadful  information  was  received  by  our 
countrymen  on  the  coall  with  infinite  horror  and  in-* 
dignation.  It  was  a  misfortune  the  more  ferious  and 
alarming,  that  it  had  not  been  forefeen,  and  which  re-» 
quired  all  the  ftrength  of  the  Company  to  furmount. 
After  a  mature^  and>  on  fuch  an  emergency,  per- 
haps a  tedious  deUberation  in  the  council  of  Ma^ 
drafs,  Cli  ve  was  ordered  for  Bengal,  at  the  head  of 
nine  hundred  Europeans^  and  a  thoufand  five  hun<f 
dred  fepoys.  Watfon  and  Pococke  were  at  the 
(ame  time  deftined  to  fecond  his  operations  by  fea> 
with  a  fleet  of  two  {hips  of  the  Hne  and  three  l^ge 
frigates. 

The  armament  which  had  thus  left  Madrafs  in- 
Oftober,  after  encountering  various  difalters  from 
crofs  winds  and  adverfe  currents,  appeared  in  a 
very  fliattered  condition  before  Mayapore,  in  the 
htter  end  of  December.  And  notwithftanding 
many  of  our  forces  were  not  arrived,  the  fort  of 
Buzbuzia,  ten  miles  up  the  river,  was  attacked 
next  day  and  carried,  though  not  without  con- 
fiderabk  difficulty. 

The  army,  eager  to  regain  Calcutta,  and  to  re- 
venge the  fhocking  cataftrophe  of  their  country- 
men,  prefied  forward  to  that  place ;  which,  how- 
ever, was  abandoned  by  the  garrifbn  on  exchang- 
ing a  few  (hot  with  the  (hips  which  anchored  in  the 
foad.  The  general  devaftation  which  a  barbaroui 
and  infuriate  enemy  had  committed  on  a  fpot  fa 
endeared  to  the  EngUfh  by  long  rcfidence^  the 

con- 
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convenience  of  its  harbour  and  fituation  fdr  Ccrtt^ 
merce,  and  the  fplendour  of  its  public  edifices^ 
was  a  fpedkacle  which  many  of  its  late  inhabitants 
on  their  return,  and  thofe  who  knew  it  in  its  bettef 
days^  contemplated  with  the  ftrongeft  expreffion^ 
of  horror  and  anxiety j. 

There  was,  however,  no  time  to  wafte  in  una- 
vailing regret.  Clive  entrenched  his  troops  within 
four  miles  of  the  faftory.  In  a  few  days  the  exaf- 
perated  fubah  made  his  appearance  at  the  head  of 
a  prodigious  army,  approached  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  Englifli,  and  pitched  his  own  tent  in  a  gar-i 
den  at  the  back  of  the  town.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  amufe  our  people  with  offers  to  form  the 
bafis  of  a  negotiation.  But  fufpefting  treachery 
in  thefe  overtures,  a  plan  was  formed  for  attacking 
the  head-quarters  next  morning.  For  this  purpofe! 
between  four  and  five  hundred  failors  landed  from 
the  fleet  at  one  o'clock.  About  two  the  troops 
were  under  arms,  and  marched  by  four  to  the  at- 
tack of  the  nabob's  camp.  Clive's  intention  was 
to  have  feized  his  cannon,  and  ftormed .  his  tent ; 
and  his  plan  had  probably  been  executed;  bui 
when  day-light  appeared  the  army  was  involved  in 
fuch  an  impenetrable  fog,  that  they  could  not  fee 
three  yards  before  them.  This  circumftance  equaU 
ly  affefting  our  troops  and  the  enemy,  the  greateft 
confufion  enfued,  and  continued  till  the  Englifli 
had  marched  through  the  whole  Indian  camp. — 
So  briflc  a  fire  was  however  kept  up,  that  we  loft 
near  a  hundred  men;  the  Aiemy  twenty-two  offi- 
cers 
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ten  of  diftinftion,  fix  hundred  foldiers^  and  about 
the  lame  number  of  their  moft  ufeful  animals. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  unexpeded  attack  fo  efFec« 
tually  damped  the  fubah's  fpirits^  as  well  as  the 
CCHirage  of  his  omrahs  and  the  great  men  near  his 
perfon,  that  he  was  now  as  anxious  to  conclude  a  - 
ferious  reconcilement  widi  the  Company,  as  he  had 
formerly  been  to  harrafs  or  amufe  them.  It  was 
therefore  agreed,  that  he  (hould  reftore  the  Com- 
pany's (a6kories,  with  fuch  of  the  plundered  efie&s 
and  monies  as  had  been  regularly  brought  to  ac<*> 
count  in  the  books  of  his  government.  He  allowed 
the  fortifications, of  Calcutta  to  proceed ;  gave  leave 
to  coin  money  in  a  mint  of  our  own;  exempted  all 
merchandise  under  the  Company's  paiTports  from 
tax,  fee,  or  impofition ;  permitted  them  to  take  pof* 
feffion  of  the  thirty-eight  villages  afligned  them  by 
the  emperor  Furruklhir,  and  reinflated  them  in  all 
their  former  privileges. 

Political  treaties  in  Indoftan,  as  in  Europe,  are 
binding  only  while  it  continues  the  intereft  of  nei- 
ther  party  to  infringe  them.  The  Englifli  did  not 
enjoy  their  advantages  with  moderation^  nor  the 
nabob  regard  his  engagements  with  fidelity.  They 
captured  the  French  fettlements  at  Chandernagore 
Without  his  confent,  and  he  afforded  their  enemies 
aflUtance  without  confulting  either  their  intereft  or 
his  own  honour.  A  freih  rupture  was  the  confe«< 
quence,  and  both  prepared  for  new  hoftilities. 

A  committee'  for  dire6ting  the  military  opera- 
tions in  Bengal,  had  been  appointed  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.     It  confifted  of  Drake^ 

Watfon, 
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Watfon,  Clive,  and.  Kilpatrick.  Clive  (UggeftccI 
the  indifpenfible  neceffity  of  an  immediace  Fevoki-> 
tion  in  the  government  of  the  fubahihip,  withbut 
whichi  in  his  opinion^  there  couM  be  no  perma-' 
itent  eftablifiiment  of  the  Engliih  intereft.  Hi» 
idea  wa»  implicitly  adopted,  and  the  completion  of 
the  meafure  left  to  his  management,  in  concert 
with  Mr*  Watts,  the  Company's  refidcnt  at-  the* 
court  of  the  nabob. 

It  was  a  curious  and  ftriking  occurrence  in  the 
viciffitud^s  of  human  foeiety,  for  liie  agents  of  a 
mercantile  aflbciation,  at  fuchan  immenfe  diftance 
from  their  native  country,  to  meditate  the  downfal 
of  a  government  by  whofe  indulgence  they  cnjoyf 
ed  a  multitude  of  privileges,  and  which,  for  extent 
of  territory,  for  population,  for  revenue,  and  for 
commerce,  had  fcareely  an  equal  in  the  world. — 
Nor  was  it  the. lead  extraordinary  circumftance  at*' 
tending  a  confpiracy  thus  iingularly  daring  and  at« 
trocious,  that  the  execution  of  it  was  entirely  con- 
figned  to  the  petty  commander  of  a  few  battalion^- 
a  mere  pecuniary  faCW,  and  one  or  two  inferior 
agents,,  of  defperate  fortunes  and  equivocal  prin«- 
ciples. 

It  was  the  ruin  of  Sunijah  Dowlah,  that,  to  the 
ftrongeft  habits  of  obftinacy  and  avarice,  he  added 
ignorance,  temerity,  and  cruelty  in  the  extreme- 
Intoxicated  with  ideas  of  his  own  confequence,  the 
high  prerogatives  of  his  fituation  in  the  empire^ 
the  infignificance  of  his  fubjefls,  and  the  impotence 
©f  his  enemies,  he  not  only  a8:ed  without  forefight 
jand  without  fyftem,  but  there  was  not  a  fingle  om- 
*  jrah 
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Irdb  in  wbbm  he  could  place  the  finalleft  confidence^ 
or  who  could  afford  the  leaft  advice.  All  of  them 
tonfulting  his  humour^  rather  than  the  difRculties 
under  which  he  laboured,  encouraged  him  in  the 
tibfurd  and  fatal  policy  of  niaking  war  on  the  £ng- 
lifh,  whofe  power  and  refources  muft  havfe  appeared 
fully  to  him,  who  has  been  heard  to  fay  that  he  did 
not  believe  there  was  ten  thoufand  men  in  all  Eu- 
rope, altogether  incapable  of  ferioufly  affe£ling  hi« 
interdt.  Indeed  he  had  only  affefcted  from  the 
firft  to  be  offended  with  their  fcrupulous  attention! 
.to  their  own  fafety,  as  implying  a  diftruft  of  his  a^ 
bility  or  inclination  to  protefi  them,  or  from  an 
idea  of  their  immenfe  opulence^  was  defirous,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  aflef  ting  his  authority,  to  poffefs 
himfelf  of  their  treafurc.  This  unv/orthy  objeft 
was,  however^  profecuted  with  an  ardour  and  fteai- 
dinefs  which  would  havic  done  credit  to  a  better 
caufe.  Little  fufpefting,  while  thus  inverted 
with  all  the  enfignia  of.  fovereignty,  furrounded 
with  multitudes  of  (laves,  and  controuling  the  fir 
nances  of  the  empire^  that  his  throne  was  Ihortly 
to  be  ufurped,  his  fate  pronounced,  and  his  riches 
divided  by  a  handful  of  traders. 

Even  among  his  oWn  friends  ahd  dependents; 
bis  choleric  and  avaritious  difpofition,  his  treache- 
tous  and  daftardly  paflTions,  were  fdurces. of  eternal 
apprehenfion  and  miftruft.  The  diffatisfaftions  of 
the  court  foon  pdrvaded  the  camp,  and.  the  prin- 
tipal  officers ,  in  the  army^  from  motives  of  felf-- 
preferyation  as. well  as  of  refentmeut,  agreed  with 
Cliye  and  Watts  to  annihilate  the  power  of  the 

.    D  tyrant. 
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tyrant.  So  defperate  and  determined  ^tt  tbfr 
greateft  flaves  in  nations  the  moft  effeminate  afitf 
pufillanimous  fometimes  rendered,  by  the  rigi^ 
exercife  of  defpotifm ;  and  fuch  is  the  dangerous 
pre-eminence  of  occupying  a  throne  eftablilhed 
in  blood. 

The  choice  of  a  fuccefibr  fell  on  Meer  Jafliefi 
on  account  of  his  riches,  his  high  rank,  and  tb^ 
great  influence  he  pofTefTed  both  in  the  anny  and 
ihe  councils  of  his  fovereign.  The  treafonable 
negotiation  was  carried  on  by  the  intrigues  of 
Omichund,  a  black  merchant,  who,  anxious  t6 
profit  by  fo  important  a  tranfa6lion,  put  a  raott 
enormous  prrce  on  his  treachery.  The  princip'als,. 
©n  fixing  the  eflimate  of  the  whole,  deeming  hi^ 
demands  arbitrary  and  impraflicabte,  refoWed. 
on  difappointing  his  venality,  without  endangering. 
Iheir  fcheme,  by  trifling  with  his  refentmcnt. 

To  accomplifh  this  manoeuvre  with  the  greater 
certainty,  two  treaties  were  prepared  and  authen- 
ticated by  the  fignatures  of  the  re^eftive  parties ; 
one  in  which  the  terms  of  Omichund  were  ci6- 
prelTed ;  another  intended  only  to  be  obferved,  iti 
which  no  mention  was  made  of  his  name.  No 
airguments.  eould  induce  Admiral^  Watfon  to  fign 
fo  infamous  an  inftt-ument,  but  he  connived  at  tht . 
ftraugein,  by  fufFering  another,  at  Clive's  fbggef- 
tion,  to  aiBx  his  name. 

The  treafures  of  Surajah  Dowlah  were  calcuIsUieft 
exceedingly  beyond  their  value.  Clive  dieted 
the  negotiation ;  and  fp^cified  the  drifaribution  <tf 
^t  booty.     Dazzled  by  the  dignity  to  Whieh  hb 

afpired^ 
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'ftfpired^  Meer  Jaffier  iitiplicitly  acquiefced  in  what- 
ever was  propofed.  He  engaged  to  give  the  Com- 
pany one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds; 
the  European  fiifferer^  fix  hundred  thoufand ;  the 
fame  film  to  the  navy  and  arrtiy ;  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  to  Che  natives  of  the  country,  and  a 
hundred  thoufand  to  the  Armenians. 

It  was  alio  ftipulatcd,  that  the fe  treafonable  ar- 
rangements fhould  only  take  place  when  Sleer- 
Jaffier  fliouldhate  foully  betrayed  his  matter  in  the 
field.  This  memorable  inftance  of  perfidy  was 
aded  in  the*  Grove  of  Plaffey,  [June  26,  1757]} 
where  the  flandard  of  rebellion  was  hoifted,  and 
'where  a  few  hundreds  of  Briiifli  fotdiers  are  faid 
to  have  acquired  immortal  honour,  by  facilitating 
the  languinary  machinations  of  traitors  againft  the 
dominion  and  life  of  their  lawful  fovereign,  by 
taking  advantage  of  an  enemy  thrown  into  confu- 
fion,  and  convulfed  by  the  death  or  defertion 
of  its  officers,  and  by  deluging  the  plains  with  the^ 
biood  of  an  unwieldy  multitude,  without  armsy 
«nioli,  confidence,  or  difcipline,  and  equally  in- 
capable of  refiftance  or  retreat.  Meer  Mufdan^ 
the  mod  faithful  and  accomplifhed  of  Surajah 
Dowtah's  generals,  being  mortally  wounded  by  a* 
Gannon  ball,  the  command  devolved  on  the  con- 
federate of  the  EngHIh.  This  accident  probably 
decided  the  conteft,  as  it  removed  the  only  indi* 
^ttal  wboj.  by  his  f)rudence  and  ability,  might 
have  checked  the  conspiracy.  CHvc,  who  had 
gone  to  reft  while  the  tragedy  was  afling^  only  a- 
l^*okc  to  witnef$  the  concluding  fcene.     After  rc- 

D  2  primanding 
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primanding  his  officers  for  daring  to  fight  without 
his  orders,  while  he  was  aflecp,  he  marched  with 
his  ufual  coohiefs  and  intrepidity  at  the  head  of  a 
party,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  an  advanced 
poft,  where  a  few  pieces  of  artillery  had  done  con- 
fiderablc  execution.  The  troops  of  Meer  Jaffier^ 
at  that  inllant,  drew  off  from  the  field  of  battle. 
This  movement,  connefted  with  the  profound  neu- 
trality which  Clive  had  obferved  in  that  divifion 
of  the  army,  foon  convinced  him  who  they  were. 
This  fpeftacle  was  not  more  pleafing  to  him  than 
the  news  of  it  proved  alarming  to  the  nabob. — 
Plunged  as  he  was  in  defpair,  from  the  conviftion 
that  his  confidence  had  been  placed  in  a  traitor, 
and  no  longer  able  to  difcriminate  his  friends  from 
his  foes,  he  hurried  from  the  fatal  fpot,  and  fnatch^ 
ed  an  interval  of  miferable  refpite  from  the  defti- 
nies  that  furrounded  him,  by  hurrying  himfelf.a 
moment,  for  the  laft  time,^  among  hi&  women 
and  his  wealth.  His  defeat  was  complete.  Moft 
of  the  troops  preferred  the  fortunesof  Meer  Jaffier. 
And  Surajah  Dowlah,  as  a  dreadful  leffon  to  tyrants, 
was  reduced,  from  wielding  the  rod  of  oppreffion> 
to  confult  his  own  fafety  under  the  difguife  of  a 
vagabond.  His  retreats  were  foon  difcovered, 
and  thofe  who  had  deprived  him  of  his  throne, 
thought  themfclvcs  alfo  entitled  to  put  an  end  to 
his  life. 

In  this  manner  was  fought  the  celebrated  battle 
of  Plafiey.  Truth  will  afcribe  the  achievement 
to  treachery*  when  the  luftre  of  the  aflors  ceafes 
to  give  brilliancy  to  the  fa£l.     It  was  no  oevr  mode 

ef 


TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA^  37 

of  difplaying  military  heroifm,  and  Clive  was  but 
a  fervile  imitator  in  making  the  experiment,  firft 
to  bribe  the  general,  and  then  to  maflacrc  the 
troops. 

No  fooner  was  Meer  Jafner  feated  in  the  mufnud, 
Qune  30th]]  than  he  found  the  treafures  of  his 
predeceffor  utterly  inadequate  to  the  full  and  im- 
mediate difcharge  of  all  his  pecuniary  engagements. 
His  debt^,  by  the  ordinary  expences  of  govern- 
ment, accumulated  of  courfe  ;  his  allies  were  dif- 
fatisfied;  his  officers  in  difguft  negleSed  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  army,  and  a  total  relaxation  pre- 
vailed through  all  the  gradations  of  authority. — r 
Eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  fpecie  was  at 
one  time  remitted  to  Calcutta.  The  tardincfs  of* 
the  fubfequent  difburfements,  the  jealoufics  of  the 
court,  the  encroachments  and  infolence  of  our 
countrymen,  the  nabob's  fufpicions,  and  the  in- 
trigues of  his  confidential  fervants,  produced  fuch 
a  complicated  feries  of  altercation,  as  terminated 
in  an  inveterate  diflike  on  both  fides. 

The  Company,  on  receiving  the  difpatches  which 
announced  the  fuccefs  of  their  troops  at  PlaflTey, 
had  appointed  Clive  governor  of  Calcutta.  It  was 
then  that  the  French  were  making  their  lall  efforts, 
under  Lallv,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  Clive 
projecled  the  fchcme  of  driving  them  from  the 
Northern  Circars,  which  yielded  a  revenue  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a-ycar.  This  expedition 
was  commanded  by  Colonel  Ford,  whofe  fuccefs 
was  ^fi  brilliant  and  complete  as*  from  the  infinite 
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fdifiicultiics  he  had  to  encounter^  it  certainly  was 
unexpefted. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft,  1 759,  the  Dutch  made 
their  appearance  in  Hughly  river,  in  a  hoftile  man-i 
ner.  Notwithftanding  we  were  then  at  peace  with 
that  nation,  the  governor  determined  to  oppofc 
them.  The  nabob  was  called  upon  to  ful61  bis 
engagements,  to  order  them  forthwith  to  leave  the 
river,  and  in  cafe  they^  did  not  comply  with  his  or- 
ders, the  Englifh  refolved,  under  his  fandiop,  to 
attack  them.  Seven  fliips  full  of  men  came  with- 
in a  mile  of  Calcutta,  and  landed  fifteen  hundred, 
Colonel  Ford,  who  had  juft  returned  from  the 
conqueft  of  the  Circars,  was  ordered  to  intercept 
them  in  their  march  to  their  faftory  Chinfura. — 
This  he  did,  with  about  a  force  of  a  thouffind  men^ 
fo  effeftually,  that  of  fcven  hundred  Europeans 
not  above  fourteen  reached  the  place  of  their  def- 
tination.  The  {hip^  commilEoned  by  the  Dutch 
for  this'clandefline  expedition  were  at  the  fame 
time  all  taken.  A  treaty  however  took  place,  in 
which  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company  agreed  to 
defray  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  that  they 
fhould  never  introduce  forces  into  the  nabob's 
country  witliout  his  confent,  of  keep  at  all  their 
fettlements  together  more  than  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five  foldicrs.  The  Englifh  alfo  returned 
the  captures  they  had  made,  which  were  valued  ^t 
half  a  million  fterling. 

This  unaccountable  event  was  roundly  attributed 
to  the  connivance  of  the  nabob,  who  was  now  be- 
pome  odious  for  his  cruelty,  and  dcrpicable  for  his 
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iafigoificai^.  The  Engliih  immediately  cont^ 
f:eived  the  pl,^  of  a  ney  revolution ;  but  had  the 
qjddsck  to  difguife  their  intentions^  under  the  apr 
pearaoce  of  cordiality  with  the  fubah.  While 
afiairs  were  in  this  tranquil  pofture,  and  Meer  Jaf- 
fi^er  deemed  himtelf  fecure  in  his  government^  he 
fr^  fuddenly  divefted  of  fovereigiity  [1760]],  in 
favour  of  hi^  fon-in-law,  Ck)flim  Ally  Cawn. 

£xcufes  were  eaiUy  fabricated  for  the  repetition 
pf  tl^  violent  meafure.  The  defeats  of  his  govern<p 
xpent  were  refojived  into  his  want  both  of  capacity 
and  principle.  He  was  charged  with  ingratitude 
10  his  ben^fadors,  becaufe  the  Company's  fervants 
were  not-i^nifonnly  preferred  to  hU  owp  country* 
men.  His  private  conduct  was  expofed  and  black* 
ened  by  libels  of  the  grofleft  enormity.  But  the 
truth  feems  to  have  been^  that  Meer  JafHer  had 
adopted  a  pcjicy  which  might  not  eventually  coin* 
tide  with  the  ambition  and  venaliry  of  his  new 
Viaftera.  Intoxicated  by  their  late  extraordinary 
iuccefs^  and  overwhelmed  by  the  vaft  torrent  of 
wealth  which  inceflantly  flowed  in  upon  them^  the 
fpeculations,  the  projects,  and  the  defires  of  frefh 
acquidtions^  which  agitated  the  minds  of  thcfe  men> 
knew  no  hounds.  And  the  natural  inclination 
which  the  nabob  unavoidably  difcovered  for  reco* 
vering  that  independence  which  he  had  loft,  and 
V^hich  he  had  deemed  eflential  to  the  utility  of  his 
high  iituation,  only  ftimulated  them  to  hold  the 
domination  they  had  grafped  with  a  tighter  hand. 

Coilim  Ally  Cawn  was  not  more  patient  under 
the  controul  of  the  Company,  though  he  felt  the 
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peceffity  of  an  implicit  fubmiflion.  An  eftablifh^ 
ment  founded  on  their  proteftion  (Iruck  him,  as 
not  lefs  mortifying  than  precarious.  It  was  attended 
with  circumflances  which  diverted  his  charaQer  of 
its  proper  influence.  He  thought  himfelf  entitled 
to  the  command  of  troops  who  were  occupied  in 
his  fervice,  and  whom  he  was  bound  to  pay.  But 
every  European  in  his  army  affefted  an  indepen* 
dence,  incompatible  with  the  difcipline  of  the 
whole.  The  oflicer  who  headed  thefe  detachments 
took  a  pleafure  in  difputing  his  moft  trivial  orders, 
and  expofing  the  imbecility  of  his  government  to 
the  derifioi>  of  his  fubjefts.  From  the  hour  of  his 
ncceflion  tp  power,  fcarce  a  day  paffed  in  which 
pccafion  was  not  taken,  from  the  moft  trivial  oc- 
curences, of  leflening  his  dignity,  infulting  his  im- 
potence, and  rendering  his  dependence  on  the 
patronage  of  the  Company  irkfome  and  infupport- 
jible. 

<JPt  is  impoflible  that  two  governments  of  equal 
authority  in  any  country  can  uniformly  coincide  or 
long  fubfilt,  without  cla{hing  in  matters  of  impor- 
tance. The  abufes  in  moft  of  the  fubordinate  fac- 
tories were  become  grofs  and  enormous.  They 
affumed  the  privilege  of  deciding  in  every  difpute 
where  their  own  interefts  were  concerned.;  foldiers 
and  fepoys  attended  their  orders,  and  even  officers 
in  confidcrable  ftations  in  the  country  government, 
were  ignominioufly  beat  at  their  defire.  They  for- 
cil)ly  feized  the  property  of  others,  dealt  indifcri- 
ininately  in  ail  merchandize,  fixed  their  own 
prices,  extorted  payment,  hoifted  Englifli  colourjs, 
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forged  pafles,  and  treated  every  idea  of  juftice  with 
ridicule  and  defiance.  The  confequence  was,  that 
ihops  were  fhut  up,  and  villages  abandoned ;  and 
the  whole  province  was  in  an  uproar,  with  outcries 
againft  the  tyranny  of  the  Englifh,  and  the  en- 
croachments of  the  nabob.  But  every  ftruggle 
made  by  the  peafantry,  and  others,  to  prevent  and 
repel  thefe  extortions,  was  cortftantly  conftrued 
into  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  the  Company. 
When  the  nabob  Hated  thefe  grievances,  they 
were  not  redrelled,  and  when  he  attempted  to 
pompromifc  them,  he  was  charged  with  partiality .>/ 

Thefe  inllances  of  difrefpeft  were  ill  calculated 
to  conciliate  the  attachments  of  a  prince,  formed 
on  maxims  of  the  moll  barbarous  defpotifm.  But 
he  had  ftrength  of  mind  to  render  his  feelings  fub- 
fervient  to  his  duty  and  his  intcreft,  and  to  make 
the  experiment  whether  he  qould  not  obtain  by 
policy,  what  he  had  fo  litde  hope  of  remedying  by 
complaint.  His  firft  care  was  to  reform  the  yarious 
abufes  which  had  crept  into  all  the  departments  of 
ftate.  He  difcharged  the  Company's  debt,  and  the 
heavy  arrears  of  the  army,  retrenched  the  expences 
of  his  court,  which  had  fo  frequently  impoverifhed 
his  predecertbrs,  eftabliflied  his  own  authority  over 
the  country,  by  leffening  that  of  the  Zimindars, 
increafed  the  number  of  his  troops,  and  difciplined 
them  in  the  European  manner ;  and  by  a  conftaot 
attention  to  the  operations  of  commerce,  confider- 
ably  improved  the  refources  of  the  revenues. 

The  Mogul  princes,  who  underftood  the  true 
interefts  of  the  empire^  had,  for  the  enpourage^ 

ment 


4«  TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA. 

ipent  of  commerce^  exempted  the  Englifii  £a&. 
India  Company  from  maay  duties  to  which  th^ 
ns^tives  were  fubjefted,.  They  were  poffeflcd  of  a 
paffport>  which  procjured  their  exemption  at  a^  the 
cuftom-houies  and  toli-bars  in  the  country.  But 
t,be  fcrvants  of  the  Company,  aware  of  their  recen^ 
^fcendancy  over  the  government  of  the  pjrovince, 
profututed  this  privilege,  to  the  obvious  detriment 
of  the  cuUoma.  CofSm  Ally  Cawn  regarded  Us^ 
imperious  commerce  with  indignation.  He  fa^y 
fubjefcts  excluded  £is  aliens  from  their  own  tr^de, 
and  the  iinances  involved  in  the  ruin  of  the  coun-: 
try.  He  adopted  the  magnanimous  relblutiipn  of 
declcuring  a  free  trade  through  all  bis  donxinioi^. 
This  wife  expedient  w^as  met  with  the  cca;ifi4encq 
of  avowed  and  determined  injuftice.  The  pf^liT 
dency  0{>enly  denied  him  tbe>power  of  prote^^i^g 
hh  fubje6b,  by  the  reraiffion  of  \\is  own  duties. 

He  was  therefore  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
either,  tamely  a,cqqiefcipg  in  their  decifion^^  qv  com-? 
ing  to  an  immediate  rupture.  The  (ir^  wajS  s^ 
meajinefs  repugnant  to  his  temper  an(i  princigje^^ 
the  fecond  a  mcafure  which  involved  the  mc^l  im- 
minent difficulty  and  danger.  .He  refolye4>  hpiy-t 
ever,  to  enter  on  the  taCk  prefcribed  to  him  by 
thefe  untoward  circumftances,  with  cautipn  s^nd 
firmnefs.  To  avoifl  the  infpeftion  of  the  faftory  at 
Calcutta,  he  removed  his  court  from  MorJhedab?id 
to  Monghir,  two  hundred  miles  higher  up  thet 
Ganges.  He  fortified  his  fituation  with  art  an4 
expedition,  and  enlifted  all  the  Perfians,  Tartars, 
Armenians,  and  other  foldiers  of  fortune,  whofft 
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military  abilities  and  experience  might  be  of  fer^ 
vice  to  his  own.  Every  vagabond  European^  an4 
all  the  fepoys  who  had  been  dirmifled  or  deferted 
from  the  Englilh,  be  colleded  and  incorporated 
vith  his  troops.  He  changed  the  Indian  mufquety 
{torn  matchlocks  to  firelocks^  and  had  the  inge-^ 
nuity  to  provide  his  army  with  an  excellent  train 
of  artillery.  And  that  his  movements  might  not  bo 
ceportcd  or  rendered  abortive,  through  treachery 
or  difieniion,  he  purged  his  court  of  ftrangers,  and 
£f  cretly  cut  off  or  threw  into  prifon  every  con{ider"> 
able  perfon  in  his  dominions,  who  had  ihewn.any 
attachment  to  the  Englifli. 

Thefe  preparations  fufiiciently  indicated  his  in«« 
tentions.  The  knowledge  of  them  threw  the  pre-^ 
fidency  at  Calcutta  into  a  flame.  The  ftate  of  his 
army  and  finances  had  lulled  them  into  fecurity ; 
but  they  wifely  dreaded  the  intelligence,  the  enter* 
prife,  and  the  fortitude  of  his  chara3er.  Inured 
to  the  hardfliips  of  the  field,  he  united  the  gal* 
iantry  of  the  foldier  with  the  fagacity  of  the  ftateC- 
raan ;  and  his  mind^  both  from  experience  and  in* 
formation,  was  fertile  in  all  the  refources  of  thq 
country,  and  all  the  expedients  of  military  adven* 
Uire. 

It  was  by  his  obfervations  on  the  chara&er  and 
forefight  of*  this  politic  fubah,  that  Mr.  Haftings, 
who  refided  for  fome  time  at  his  court,  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  celebrity  which  has  fince  diftin- 
guifbed  him  in  India  and  England.  His  opinion 
that  Coilim  Ally  Cawn  was  driven  to  extremity  by 
the  temerity  of  the  Company's  fervants,  efpecially 
*  in 
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in  the  fubordinatc  faftories,  lias  been  confirmed  by 
every  authentic  document  tranfmitted  from  the 
fceneof  aftton.  Vanfittart,  prefidentof  the  coun- 
cil, uniformly  avowed  the  fame  conviftion,  and 
manfully  oppofed  every  outrage  which,  in  the 
whole  of  that  fatal  policy,  fo  inevitably  tended  to 
plunge  the  Company  and  the  country  into  a  frefh 
feries  of  bloody  and  expenfive  hoftilities.  Nor 
did  he  remit  his  endeavours  to  accommodate  the 
difference  thus  unhappily  fubfifting,  till  the  breach, 
by  the  obftinacy  of  the  one  party,  and  the  cruelty 
of  the  other,  became  abfolutely  irreparable. 

His  pacific  intentions,  however,  were  unfortu- 
nately controuled  by  a  majority  in  the  council, 
who  fomented  the  enmities,  indulged  and  avowed 
by  the  chief  of  the  faftory  at  Patna,  againft  the 
nabob.  Mr.  Ellis,  who  afted  in  that  capacity,  had, 
in  many  recent  inftances,  treated  the  country  go- 
vernment with  contumely  and  defiance.  .The  let- 
ters of  Coffim  to  the  prefidency  are  full  of  invecr 
tivcs  againft  the  infolcnce  and  affeSation  of  autho- 
rity which  diftinguifhed  his  conduQ:.  And  Mr. 
Ellis,  in  his  correfpondence  with  the  board,  has 
treated  the  fubah  with  a  virulence  and  contempt 
which  could  originate  only  in  the  raoft  inveterate 
prejudice. 

Mr.  Ellis  was,  unhappily,  fupported  in  all  his 
violence  by  the  government  in  Calcutta.  He  com- 
manded a  force  for  the  prote6lion  of  the  faftory, 
nearly  three  thoufand  ftrong.  With  this  army  he 
furprized  Patna,  a  large  city  of  confiderable  trade, 
fituated  on  the  Ganges,  about  three  hundred  miles 
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above  Fort  William.  Tke  aflault  was  carried  al- 
moft  without  refiftance.  Eut  the  captors  were  too 
eager  after  plunder,  to  render  their  fuccefs  of  any 
folid  advantage  to  themfelves  or  the  Company* 
The  Indian  governor  returned  to  Patna,  within 
four  hours  after  he  had  left  it,  re-took  the  place 
with  as  much  eafe  as  it  had  been  loft,  and  the  £ng- 
li(h  troops  were  every  where  either  cut  to  pieces, 
made  prifoners,  or  driven  to  take  refuge  in  the 
fort, 

This  event  happened  the  very  night  in  which 
Amyatt  was  difmifled  from  the  nabob,  at  whofe 
court  he  had  been  refident  for  fomc  time,  and 
where  he  had  endeavoured,  without  efFeft,  to  bring 
Colfim  to  an  acquiefcence  with  the  meafures  of  the 
council.  The  conduct  of  this  man,  from  a  variety 
of  circumftances,  bore  at  beft  a  fufpicious  appear- 
ance; and  in  his  way  to  Calcutta,  [June  24,  1763J 
with.feveral  other  gentlemen  of  his  party,  he  was 
treacheroufly  affaflinated  by  fome  of  the  nabob's 
people,  as  they  paffed  the  city  of  Morfhedabad. 

The  council  of  Fort  William  immediately  con- 
fidered  themfelves  as  impelled  to  unanimity,  in 
their  own  defence.  •  The  murder  of  their  ambafr 
fador  inftigated  revenge.  Firfl  aggreflbrs,  as  they 
were  in  their  attack  on  Patna,  where  fhoals  of  the 
innocent  and  induftrious  inhabitants  fell  a  facrifice 
to  the  ferocious  rapacity  of  our  troops,  they  allow 
nothing  for  the  refentment  of  the  natives,  on  acf 
count  of.  that  atrocious  aflion,  but  deemed  every 
fubfequent  barbarity  juftificd  by  the  death  of 
Amyatt.     This  is  made  the  oAenfible  re^fon  of  do*- 
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daring  wai*  againft  a  people  of  whom  multitutfe 
tvere  maflacred  before  that  event  was  known,  or 
could  take  place.  Such  an  outrage  to  humanity 
and  reaibn  is  tlie  arrogance  of  little  minds  in  the 
exercife  of  defpotifm. 

Major  Adams  was  therefore  ordered  to  take. the 
field,  at  the  head  of  the  Company's  forces,  and  to 
direft  his  march  to  the  capital  of  Bengal.  Twice 
did  the  enemy  difpule  his  approach  to  Morfheda- 
bad,  with  a  fiercenefs  and  refolution  faperiof  to 
every  exertion  before  obferved  in  an  Indian  army. 
[Auguft  2d]. 

This  important  capture  might  difcourage,  but 
did  not  difperfe  the  enemy,  Coflim  did  not  ftak^ 
his  all  on  a  lingle  battle,  but  defended  his  domi- 
nions pafs  by  pafs.  Nor  did  he  hazard  his  owrt* 
perfon  in  any  engagement,  where  his  officers  might 
.  have  made  a  merit  of  their  treachery  in  betri^ying 
him.  Thefe  errors,  which  had  ruined' fo  ma=ny  of 
the  Indian  princes,  he  carefully  avoided.  His 
army,  however,  was  ftill  unequal  to  meet  that  of 

■ 

the  Company,  difciplincd  after  the  bell  manner^ 
fluOied  with  viftor)^,  and  animated  in  this^  rich  and 
pppulous  country  with  the  conftant  profpeft  of  im* 
Xnenfe  booty. 

Soon  after  the  two  armies  met  on  the  plains  of 
Oarceah,  in  which  the  Indians  appeared  divided 
In  regular  brigades,  with  a  train  of  fine  artillery,, 
well  ferved ;  the  fame  arms,  the  fame  accoutre- 
ments,  and  the  fame  clothing  as  the  EngWfh.  Nor 
did  they  pommcnce  the  cannonade  till  our  troops 
began  the  attack.     They  maintained  their  ground 

ia 


tRANSACTIONS  IN  INt^IA.  4^ 

m  taih  obftinate  difpuie  of  four  hours  con  Rant  fir- 
ing. In  that  time  they  broke  apart  of  the  Englifh 
army,  and  captured  two  pieces  of  cannon.  But 
ihough  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  and  eight  thoufanil 
foot  ftrong,  they  were  obliged  at  laft  to  quit  and 
abandon  all  their  cannon  to  the  Company's  forces, 
who  did  not  amount  to  more  than  three  thoufand. 

The  viflorious  Englifh  thus  left  mafters  of  the 
field)  purfued  the  enemy  to  flie  gates  of  Monghir. 
This  place  was  ftrongly  fortified.  It  was  the  na- 
ho\ys  refidence,  and  the  center  of  all  his  military 
arrangements.  It  did  not,  however,  much  pro- 
trad  the  progrefs  of  the  conquerors,  but  furren- 
dered  aifier  only  nine  days  open  trenches. 

Coflim  placed  his  laft  hope  on  Patna,  which  hfe 
%ad  omitted  no  care  or  expence  to  ftrengthen  and 
^ure.  He  enforced  the  garrifbn  with  ten  thou- 
find  men,  and  harrafled  the  extremities  df  thb 
beliegers  -with  large  bodies  of  cavalry,  which  every 
Where  hovered  round  them. 

•It  "Wtts  ^bout  this  time  that  the  crueltfes  of  Cof- 
itn's  natui^e,  impelled  by  the  circumftances  to  which 
4te  Wto  reduced,  were  chiefly  difcovered,  by  his 
maflacre  of  the  Englifh  prifoners  in  his  cudody. 
This  bai1>arou9  fcrvice  could  only  be  performed 
•by  tftK  S^m^rs,   a  German  of  mean  exftratlion 
Htod  flftgilious  principles.     The  Indian  foldiers  re- 
f^^oAied  ^t'the  fliocking  command,  and  with  a  hero- 
4fm'lfaat  does  them  honour,  defired  that  arms  might 
•be  giVfcn  to  the  haplefs  tnen  they  were  ordered  tO' 
♦  imitAtr.    They  wer4,  however,  compelled  to  tlie 
odious  fervicc.     The  priibners  Ynade  a  brave  de- 
fence. 


4g  TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA 

fence,  with  no  other  weapons  than  their  plates  ana 
their  boriles,  but  were  at  laft  all  flaughtered. 

"/his  favage  nianceuvre  was  of  no  acK'antage  to* 
Cofum.  The  befiegers  redoabied  their  exertions. 
Patna,  noLwithftandiiig  us  iortilicatiohs  and  the  re- 
peated ^ivinnifties  which  fhe  enemy  had  with  our 
tPKijjs,  did  n«it  refill  the  at:ack  above  eight  days. 
Tins  reduced  the  iic>bob  to  abandon  the  province, 
[Noveiiibcr  6Lhj.  He  had  loll  all  his  polls,  and 
mofl  of  his  troops.  Sujah  Dowlah,  fubah  of  a 
neighbouring  jirovince,  received  him  with  open 
ariiis,  but  would  not  permit  his  troops  to  enter  his 
dominions.  He  wiflied  to  provide  the  unfortunate 
prince  with  an  afylum,  but  was  unwilling  to  bring 
the  Engl ilh  into  his  country. 

Thus  ended  a  campaign  conduced  throughout 
with  ability  and  exLcdiiion.  Major  Adams  comv 
pleated^  in  Icfs  than  four  months,  the  entire  con- 
quell  of  Bengal.  He  fought  in  that  time  four  ca- 
pital actions,  forced  the  ftrongeft  entrenchment*,- 
took  two  co!)fidcrable  forts  and  near  five  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  totally  defeated  one  of  the 
moft  refpc£lable  and  refolute  enemies  we  ever  had 
in  India. 

The  remains  of  the  Indian  army,  though  pro'- 
hibit'jd  to  follow  their  deader,  were  fo  far  from  b&^ 

» 

ing  idle,  that  in  a  fhort  time  Coffim  prefented  his 
new  ally  with  the  heads  of  fome  Englifhmen  whora 
his  troops  had  cut  off  and  prcfcrved,  as  a  dreadful 
proof  of  their  a^bvity  and  zeal  in  the  fervrce. 
The  great  Mogul  was  now  with  Sujah  Dowlah. 
This  barbarous  trophy  prubably  tempted  them  to 

efpoufc 
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idpeufe  the  caufe  of  Coffini.  The  council  at  CaU 
cmta  were,  however,  foon  informed  that  thefe 
powers  were  refoiTed  to  reinftate  him  in  the  govem<> 
ment  of  Bengal. 

The  prefident  and  council  immediately  ivrote  to 
Sujah  Dowlah  on  the  fubje£l.  They  could  not 
credit  a  report  fo  derogatory  to  his  honour^  that 
while  he  profefled  alKance  he  was  capable  of  a6ling 
with  hoftiltty.  But  they  were  folicitous  to  acquaint 
him,  that  in  cafe  he  fhould  take  their  enemies  into 
his  friendfliip,  they  were  determined  to  proteft 
Bengal  from  moleftation  of  every  kind»  and  that 
radier  than  involve  their  provinces  in  any  frefh  ca* 
lamities,  they  would  carry  the  war  into  his  own 
country. 

The  Company's  fervants  were  foon  fatisfied  that 
what  they  had  heard  was  but  too  well  founded. 
The  confederacy  they  dreaded  had  actually  taken 
place.  The  Mogul  and  Sujah  Dowlah  were  in  the 
field,  at  the  head  of  an  immenfe  body  of  troops. 
Major  Adams  had  refigned  the  command,  and  was 
fince  dead.  Major  Carnac  was  appointed  to  fuc- 
cced  him.  The  council,  therefore,  in  their  dif- 
patches  to  him,  urge,  with  great  eameftnefs,  that 
the  war  fhould,  from  that  moment,  be  carried  on 
ofienfively .  The  enemy  left  not  the  alternative  to 
the  flnglifh,  but  prefented  themfelves  in  order  of 
battle  where  the  Major  was  encamped  near  Patna. 
This  battle  was  ably  fought.  Carnac's  little  army 
was  furioufly  attacked  in  front  and  rear,  but  proved 
invincible  to  all  the  fwarms  of  frefh  troops  that 
were  fuccefEvely  brought  againfl  them.  The  enemy 

C  was 
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wa»  completely  routed.  Oqr  troops  were,  hqvh 
ever,  too  much  fef  gue4  to  purlw-  Th«ir.  Id^ 
^a&  conTidierable ;  bul  froijEi  a  Ipog^  dpii^  r^H^^ 
pind  well  aimed  fire,  tha^  of  the  coniedeiiates  hh)0 
have  been  usamenfe. 

An  ^xpe4ifioR  ya^  iinmediaiteLy  carried  into  So- 
jah  Djowl^h^s  own  country,  in  prjclier  tp  rqmoye  tb^ 
ravages,  of  war  froip  the  Ganges  to  the  Soaae.  Let* 
ters  were  at  the  fame  timp  received  froffi  the  king 
^d;  Sujal)  Dowl^b,  with  aflUrances  that  Co(Sm 
ihould  bp  arrelfed  and.  punipied.  They  were  ^n« 
fwered,  thi^  nothing  would  reconcile  th^  £nglilb| 
but  the  aQual  delivery  of  Coffio)^  Som^rs,  and  th^ 
deferters. 

The  moment  hoftilities  commenced  in  Ga%y^ 
pour;  Suj^h  Dowlah  battened  with  bis>  army  to 
fepel  the  invafiop.  The  mc/^  decifive  a£tio]> 
in  the  war  \^a$  fpon  after  fopght  at  Buxar,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Caramnaffa.  Msyor  He&oc 
^lonro  commanded  the  Englifii  army»  which 
he  had  found  in  fq  mutinous  a  condition,  thai 
be  deemed  it  ^xpedienf.  to  punifh  the  rifig^ 
leaders  as  an  ex^unpler  Twenty-four  were  fen- 
tenced  to  be  blown  away  from  the  mouth  of  canr 

non.     Four  of  thefe  brave  but  unfortunate  men. 

•  •  ■  •  '  •  ^ 

v^ho  were  grenadiers,  infifted,  as  they  had  always 
the  pod  of  honour,  they  might,  alfo  have  it  now^ 
and  fuffer  firft.  The^-^  have  be^n  few  commander^ 
pf  reputation  at  lpa(|,  with  whoin  fqch  a  fentimient 
would  not  have  faved  them.  But  the  Majpr  wa^i 
fj|tisfie4  with  literally  ipd^lging  their  rpquei|» 

He 
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He  found  the  tncmy  ftrongly  potted  f  Oftobet 
^2|  1 7643.  Btfok^6  them  lay  a  tnafs  fo  judicioufly 
fined  with  cannoii^  that  it  was  impoffible  to  ap- 
proach them  without  being  galled.  The  Majol", 
however,  encamped  fo  judicioufly,  and  with  fo 
much  precdutioh,  that  the  dHies  began  the  attack. 
The  cannonade  cortiftienc^d  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  a£tion  became 
general.  Befote  twelve,  the  Indians  were  put  to 
flight.  They  left  fiit  thoufand  men  on  the  fpot,  a 
hundred  and  thirty  pieces  of  cani^on,  ai  propor- 
tionable quantiti^  of  military  ftores,^  and  all  their 
(ents  ready  pitdhed. 

The  day  after  th^  battle,  th^  Mogul,  who  had 
been  a  ftate  prifondr  in  the  enemy's  camp,  wrote  a 
congratulatory  epiftle  to  the  Englifh  commander, 
tomplimenting  him  on  the  viftoiy.  He  had  left 
^Qjah  Dowlah  the  night  preceding  the  engagement, 
and  now  very  carneftly  requeflcd  to  be  taken  under 
the'  proteftion  of  the  Englifh.  The  council  of 
Calcutta  confented,  and  his  majefty  foon  joined  our 
army. 

Tbe  Englifh  had  tie  fooner  arrived  at  Benares, 
than  the  minifter  of  Sujah  Dowlah  prefented  him- 
fclf  before  the  commander,  with  overtures  of  peace. 
MonrQ  would  liften  to  none  which  did  not  put 
Coffim  and  Somers  in  his  power.  This  was  the 
fin^e  condition,  without  which  he  would  not  treat. 
Several  expedients  \vere  fuggefted,  but  he  rejefted 
them  all  as  difhonoujable.  Pecuniary  offers  to  an. 
enormous  amount,  ix  is  faid,  were  alfo  made, 
though  with- 00  better  fuccefs.    Few  ftich  inflances. 

E  2  of 
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•  of  difintereftednefs  fhed  a  luftre  on  the  tniUiary 
.proreflion  in  that  part  of  the  world.  What  a  pity 
^hefe  were  not  more  frequent^  and  that  fuch  as  do 
happen  are  not  better  authenticated. 

Thus  critically  were  the  Englifli  fituated,  whci) 
the  general  being  repalled^  the  comxnand  of  the 
jairmy  devolved  on  SJr  Robert  Fletcher,  a  major  in 
.:^he  Company's  froops.  Emulous  to  diftin^uifh 
Jhimfelf,  before  the  officer  named  by  the  governor 
.and  council  Ihoiild  arrive  to  preclude  him,  he  veij^ 
lured  to  break  up  his  camp,  under  ihe  Walls  of 
Penares,  at  n^idnight  [January  14,  1765],  and 
went  in  queft  of  the  enemy,  who  drew  up  twice  to 
Receive  him,  and  as  often  retreated  in  good  prfler. 
But  on  his  preparing  for  a  third  attacHi  they  fie^ 
with  precipitation. 

On  his  affumjng  the  command,  the  army  wer^ 
in  a  very  confined  fituation,  furrounded  on  all  fides 
by  the  enemy,  ftraitened  for  forage  and  provifions 
of  all  forts.  I^  was  |n  dire£l  oppofition  to  thf  opi- 
nion of  moft  of  the  oQicers  ferving  under  him,  that 
he  then  put  the  army  in  motion.  The  meafurc 
was,  however,  juftified  by  its  cfFe6ls.  He  drove 
Sujah  ul  Dowlah  from  all  his  po(ls,  took  all  hi$ 
fortreffes,  with  fevera|  hundred  pieces  of  cannon, 
^nd  conquered  the  whole  of  his  dominions  in  the 
fpace  of  a  month. 

During  thefe  tcanfaflions,  Meer  Jaffier  died,  00 
%hc  fourtjeenih  of  January,  feventeen  hundred  aiid 
lixty-fiyc,  at  Murihedabad.  Though  a  traitor  to 
3urajah  Dowlah,  it  was  a  crime  to  which  he  had 
been  impelled  by  the  great  law  of  felf  prcfervation. 

•  ■  '     the 


Tbe  Ctoaptaiion  was  at  once  too  Tplendid  and  preP 
ling  for  one  of  his  paits,  his  priftciples,  of  hi^  fitu-i 
acion.  He  endeavoured  to  atone  fipr  his  perfidy  id 
ihe  nabob,  by  his  fiddify  to  the  Company.  The 
iDfJordets  with  which  he  was  charged^  to  facilitate  hi.^ 
fuin.  were  afterwafrds  found  to  be  the  mere  fabric 
cations  of  malignity.  H^  fcems  to'  hitvt  been  weak' 
in  cou'ncir.  and  irr^fcdute  in  aciton ;  but  his  prd« 
f£rences»  Mrhether  welt  ot  ill  feletled,'  lil^cre  perma- 
nent  and  tnfle^tible.  He  feftt  fpf  his  feeiortd  fon, 
the  eldeft  having  b^^nld^ad  fome  yeafs.  and  while 
(he  "agoAies  of  d^atb  were  y^t  Upoti  him,'  put  into 
bis  hand  a  papef  of  adViCe'.  He  very  naturally 
recommended  the  Rajah  Nundcomaf.  his  favour 
rite,  tCTcobtimfe  prim'^  fliinitler;  that  hisfucceflbr 
might  6njoy  the  bbnefit  6f  his  experience.  All  thd 
reGdent  Eriglifh  wire  fMt  for,  with  all  th^  great 
Mctn  of  ffate.  In  their  pr^fence  he  di^fired  that 
orders  might  b^  giv^n  that  HI  people  throughout 
the  fubahfliip,  fliduld  tendeY  the  fitoe  loyalty  to  hi» 
fon,'  Najtm  ul  Dowlah^  aJ)*  they  had  done  to  hint. 

Tfa^  fiirvaAt3  of  the  Company  paid  as  liale  d&^ 
ference  to  the  ^1  of  th6  de'ceafed  as  they  hid 
dK>ne  to  his' orders  while  livihg.  Th^  futce^of  he^ 
itominated  was  adopted  only  from  a  certainl]^  that 
(bey  coulii .  ndt  have  inade  a  better,  a^  it  would 
have  been  damgerow  to  rifle  another  choice.  In-* 
deed  the  atceflion  of  Najim  ul  JDoWlah  t^  Ihe  muf** 
irad,  feems  to  have  been  chiefly  improved  for  th^ 
]Mirpofe  of  intrigue  and  extortion.  •  ' 

j^arly  in  the  beginAivg  of  the  fame  year  Ix>rd 
Clive  arrived  m  Indiar  in  confequence  of  being 
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requeued  by  the  proprietors^  oc^  ficcouat  of  tHHtf 
abufes  prevailing  in  their  n^ey  acqi}if^tioo«^  tataJcd 
upon  him  the  ftation  of  prefidcnt,  and  conam^nd  9? 
the  Company's  military  force  in  3eng^l.  la  ordeF 
the  more  e(fe3ually  to  anfwer  the  puipp^  of  du^- 
extraordinary  djel^g^tion,  a  fekd  committe  of  fiy^ 
gentlemen  w^s  alfo  appointed.  By  this  iiiftituuioDi 
whatever  reformation  appeared  ncceflary  v/^  tof 
be  adopted ;  and  the  board  of  coipicU  only  otefiSr 
fionally  confuhed.  .  And  it ' wa^  not  IpngtUl  hi^ 
Iprdihip  difcovered  a  ftropg  inclinaktion  to  exteiK} 
the  Company's  authority  ever  the  whole  lMk>gii) 
empire*  and.  to  retain  that  iiMienfe  ac<|U]fi(ion  hyr 
an  ifivincibie  force. 

.  Sujah  Dowlah  was  ftiU  in  the  field*  A^andqpied 
by  the  Mogul,  and  without  coofidencp  v^^is,  »nny» 
which  had  fled  (p  fcequqntly  hofpfe  the  Sngliih^. 
^y^fted  of  the  dignity  and  a^tbority  of  viasier^  and 
wafted  by  frequent  and  bloo4y  defeats^  he  was  not^ 
however,  withoMt  refource^,  in  his  pw:n  ai^vity  and 
refplution.  He  gath^ed  h^  fcaUeired  forces  ^«dtb 
great  aj$dujty,  and  procured  a  fonoMdaUe  rein? 
(brcement  from  the  Marratto  ftate^*  With  tUt 
army  he.  determined  once  laoce  ^.fiice  the  Cqbh 
pany's  foFces. 

General  Caraae,  whq  b^d  (wcf^Qded  Cdiooef 
Monro  m  the  command*  aQei»bled  bi&  txooip$y  and 
marched  immediately  tp  the.attaclu  Tbe  oigag^ 
ment  happened  at  Cisjpy  [May  ^o,  1765]-  The 
enemy  were  routed  with  s^  great  fiaugbter*  and 
obliged,  with  precipitation,  to  re-cro&the  Jiuona, 
^d.taliA  ^£uge  in  theic  own  country^ 

Siijahff 
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Stijah  Dowlah,  driven  to  the  !aft  extremity,  em- 
iyrtced  the  bold  refolmion  of  thh>wing  himfelf^ 
inthout  hefitation,  ori  Ae  totircy  bf  the  Englifh. 
Hiving^  with  a  fidelity  ehuftial  ih  that  country, 
permitted  Coffirt  anti  Soitiets  to  tefca^e,  he  ftirren- 
dercd  himrel^  in  threfe  days  after  this  decifive  aftioh, 
to  General  Cimac,  t^ithout  any  other  ftiptilatiott 
iri  his  favour  thih  lof  tvait  the  deterriiination  oF 
Lord  Clivfe  and  th^  feleO;  committee. 

Thus  ^fcre  two  of  thfc  ihoft  pov^trful  princfes  bt 
IndoRan  reduced  to  the  melancholy  ncceffity,  the 
bhc  of  wanderitig  as  a  fugitivb,  deprived  by  hii 
o^n  thidty  of  fevery  pfofpeft  of  mercy  from  thd 
tomjaerors  *  the  other,  after  the  lofe  of  his  coun- 
try, of  tnakitig  the  moft  abjeft  fabtnifHon  to  thofii 
who  had  ufufped  his  rights,  furrendering  himfelf  £ 
prif6n«r  at  difcretion,  and  feeling  thb'  m'orlificatioh 
bt  owing  his  ttfe  Hi  the  author^  df  all  hii  mislbr-- 
(tines. 

Tb*  camp  of  Afexandfet  the  Grtat  wa^  not  ttior^ 
Ijilendid,  whife  the  fkttiily  ef  DaHu^  wer^  his  cap- 
tives, thisift  that  bf  Camac  oil  this  occafion.  Th€ 
ftfft  and  feCond  petfondges  of  the  greateft  empire  irf 
fte  worfd  M^tJt-e  bbth  fn  hh  ciiftody,  and  at  th6 
ffifp6fal  tif  his  tiiaftets,  tht  fervahb  of  <f  company 
df  BfHiih  tifierthanlts. 

It  hftd  bfeeft  fbriherly  i-elblved  id  put  the  Mogul 
h\  pdffibffiofi  of  Sujalh  Dowlah's  dominions.  But 
Ciive,  who  weftt  t(j  the  Englift  camp  at  Allaha- 
bad, to  fettle  thiit  iMpoftaht'treaty,  was  fatisfied  of 
its  impropriety.  Befides  driving  Stijah  Dowlah  l<i 
defpair,  and  combinmg  the  powers  of  the  etn'pht 
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in  his  defence^  the  Mogul  did  not  appeaf  faffi-*- 
ciently  qualified  fpr  that  critical  and  hazardous  fitu-* 
ation.  Sujah  Dowlah  was  beloved  by  his  people.  * 
His  character  was  every  where  refolute,  enter*- 
prifing  and  popular.  While  his  friendfiiip  for  the 
Englifh  continued^  he  would  prove  an  infuperable 
barrier^  and  effeftually  protett  the  Company's  ter- 
ritories againft  all  depredations  from  that  quarter. 
It  was  on  this  policy  that  he  was  reftored  to  all  his 
hereditary  dominions  j^Auguft  3,  1 765].  The 
furrender  of  Coffim  and  Somers  was  no  longer  in 
his  power.  The  one  had  found  an  afyluui  among 
the  Rohillas,  and  the  other  among  the  Jauts. 
He  offered,  however,  to  pay  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,  to 
indemnify  the  Company  for  the  expences  incurred 
by  the  war. 

The  negociation  with  the  king  was  alfo  con-i 
eluded  in  a  few  days.  His  majefty  granted  the 
Company  the  dewannee  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Oriffa,  the  provinces  of  Burdwan,  Midnapore, 
and  Chittigong,  and  the  twenty-four  Pergunnabsof 
Calcutta,  ceded  to  them  by  three  fucceffive  nabobs^ 
the  five  Northern  Circars  of  Cicacole,and  new  con- 
firmations of  all  their  former  privileges.  Fpr  thefe 
immenfe  favours  the  Company  engaged  to  pay  the 
^.king,  from  the  revenues  of  Benga},  three  hundre4 
and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  annually,  and  the 
nabob  Najim  ul  Dowlah,  in  lieu  of  the  aggregate 
produce  of  his  ^government,  aflSgned  to  them  by 
his  imperial  majefty,  the  fum  of  fix  hundred 
twenty 'three  thofifand  two  hundred  and  twenty-fix 
pounds  ., 
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lord  Clive  enumerates  the  advantages  of  tltefc 
(ranfafiionsy  in  his  diipatches  to  the  Diredors  [Sept^ 
go,  1 765],  in  the  following  terms : — «  Your  reve- 
nues^ by  means  of  this  new  acquiiiiion,  will,  as 
near  as  I  can  judge^  not  fall  far  fhort,  for  the 
enfuing  year,  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  lacks.* 
Hereafter,  they  will,  at  leaft,  amount  to  twenty 
'*  or  thirty  lacks  more.  The  nabob's  allowances  an^ 
**  reduced  to  forty-two  lacks,  and  the  tribute  to  the 
^  king  is  fixed  at  twenty-fix,  and  your  civil  and 
military  exj^nces,  in  time  of  peace,  can  never 
exceed  fixty  lacks.  So  that  there  will  be  re-* 
maining  a  clear  gain  to  the  Company  of  a  hun-* 
'^dred  and  twenty -two  lacks,  or  one  million  fix 
'*  hundred  and  fifty  diouland  nine  hundred  poundt 
^*  fterling  a-year." 

The  bufinefs  of  this  committee,  at  the  head  of 
which  his  lordfliip  prefided,  confiited  chiefly  of 
accomplilhing  the  treaties  now  mentioned.  The 
Direfiors  heartily  approve  of  the  bargain  which 
Clive  has  made  for  ihejn,  and  only  wiih  to  render 
thefe  acquifitioas  as  permanent  as  human  wiidom 
can  make  them. 

The  luxury^  however,  which  had  taken  poflefCoa 
of  all  the  Company's  (ervants  was  alfo  an  objed  of 
coofideration,  and  the  conmiittee  fiate  it  as  hear-- 
ing  a  threatening  afped  to  the  profperity  of  the 
Company'^  affairs.  The  Diredors  frankly  admit 
die  truth  of  this  obfervation,  and  acknowledge,  d»£ 
they  owe  it  entirely  to  the  committee,  that  the 
Company  are  at  laft  confidered  as  principals  in  the. 
advantages  as  well  as  dangers. 

The 
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The  Committee  having  affigned  the  rcfvciiiici  id 
the  Ck>mpanyy  were  afraid  that'  their  fervant»»  un^ 
lefs  provided  with  fome  other  mode  of  enriching 
themfelves,  might  do  it  at  the  expfence  of  their 
tfmployers.  For  this  reafon  they  eftablifhed  a  fo- 
ciety  of  trade,?  with  an  exctufive  right  to  fupply  the' 
natives  with  fait,  beetle-nut,  and  tobacco.  Ort 
thefe  articles  they  laid  a  duty^  calculated  to  pro-' 
duce  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a-year  to  the  rd'* 
venue.  The  profits  of  this  trade  they  divided 
among  the  members  of  the  f<>ticty,  conlifting  of 
die  Company's  civil  and  military  fervants. 
-  This  regulation  did  not  prove  quite  fo  acceptable" 
to  the  Board  of  Direftors.  Not  that  they  wiflied 
lo  fee  abolifhed  thofe  ancient  duties  which  conftl- 
tuted  part  of  the  public  refources.  The  adjtrff- 
fnent  of  thefe  was  refetred  to  the  difcretion  of  the 
Committee.  But  they  deprecated  the  confequence^ 
imfing  from  innovations  in  the  inland  traffic.  Nof 
were  they  difpofed  to  admit  the  continuance  of  theia 
on  any  condition  whatever.  And  they  cautioned 
the  committee  againft  permitting  the  natives  to  b6' 
opprefied  by  any  fuch  fevere  exactions. 

This  is  a  funimary  but  fubftantial  account  of  the 
correfpondence  which  took  place  between  thii 
Cotfit  of  Dire^rs  and  the  feleQ:  committee.  Thu^ 
the  Company's  fervants  in  India  faw  their  itiaftei^ 
ifn  Europe  I'eceive  the  new*  of  their  fuccefsfut  re-^- 
bellion  againft  the  government  of  the  en^pire  with 
approbation,  thankfully  accept  of  a  gift  of  the  reve- 
nues, and  make  lio  fcruple  to  a  cbntinoa'nce  of  th^ 
duties  on  fait  and  other  articles.  They  had,  there- 
fore. 
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to^B  this  double  motive  to  perfift  in  their  extar* 
tion^  the  example  of  their  fuperior^^  and  the  cut 
fom  of  the  country. 

On  Lord  Clive's  return  to  England  [July»  1 767]^ 
tkc  condud  <^  the  conuBittae^  in  which  he  pra^ 
iidedj  was  feverely  arraigned,  efpecially  fay  the 
firiends  o(  the  gentle»en  who  compofed  the  council' 
^l  Bengal-  The  recrimination  which  cnfiied  was 
mutual^  tedious,  and  uninteFcAii^.  One  pai^ 
aflerted^  that  when  Lord  Clive  originally  appealed" 
i»  Calcutta,  the  Company  were  merely  aa  aflbci^ 
atioQ  of  merchants  (Iruggliiig  for  exigence.  One 
of  their  fairies  Was  ii>  ruins^  their  agents  wcic 
aflaffinated*  and  an  army  of  fifty  thouiand  men»  40' 
which  they  had  nothing  to  oppofe^  threatened  tlie 
immediate  deftru&ioQ  of  their  principal  fettkment. 
His  lordlhip  left  Inciia  about  Mst  yeajps  afterwards^ 
and  ia  that  tiicae  hia  mailers  in  Leadenhall-Cbree^ 
chiefly  hy  his  meafwes  and  exertions,  had  become 
pQweriid  princesj  polfefled  of  v aft  revenues^  and 
fuliog  over  fifteen  milltons  of  pec4)te. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  ought  to  be  recollefbeci. 
that  the  war  of  India^  in  whi^  his  yidx)rks  were 
then  confpicttCHiSi  wa^  a  fcene  where  many  odicr 
lIMUnguiih^  chara&ers  appeared^  and  a£Led  their 
paKt^*  The  formid^hle  comhioatioA  ^kh  efpoufed. 
tlK^  iniefei^  of  C^flnn  Ally  Caiwnv  were  utterly  di& 
piyrft^  then  tefffitori^  Qonqimre4  aodr  thek  chie& 
Ctdueed  tQ  a  depeodesoe  on  the  EogUfii  armyv 
liiiibQii}^  his  Ibrdfliip's'  afliftance*  The  fele£t  coa>- 
OMtte^r  ofily  ratified  the  tfieaues  which  sefiilted  from 
dusfe  ampm^^  though  his^  lordfhip^  with  a  cha^- 
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rafteriftic  mouefty,   arrogated  the  merit   of  uii 
whole  to  his  own  endeavours/ 

Not  to  mention  how  he  availed  himfelf  of  bii 
official  {ituatipn,  while  inr  India,  in  favour  of  his 
pecuniar)'  traiifaftions  in  England/  Sir  Rober£ 
Fletcher,  in  a  letter  which  appeared  in  oiife  of  the 
daily  papers  [Oftober  26,  1773],  roundly  afferts; 
That  the  noble  lord's  civit  regulations  confided 
chieHy  of  fuch  as  were  beft  calculated  fpeedily  to 
enrich  himfelf  and  every  creattlfe  round  him.  A 
monopoly  in  fait,  beetle-nut,  afid  tobacco,  and  d 
gold  currency,  feventeen  or  twenty  per  cent,  were 
eftablifhed,  and  enforced  by  fevere  penalties,  ri- 
goroufly  carried  into  execution,  to  die  d^ftruftioii 
**  01  the  trade  and  the  ruin  of  the  confutudon." 
.  .  The  fource  of  this  keen  altercation  arofe  froili 
the'charges  of  peculation  which  his  lordfliip  brought 
againfl  feveral  ciiinent  members  of  the  coundK 
His  jagiiire  bemg  litigated  by  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, covenants  were  framed  at  home,  prohibiting 
the  reception  of  prefcnts  from  the  natives  of  Indian 
fxcept  on  the  Ccnnpany's  account.  .  All  their  fer- 
vants  in  their  various  fcttlements,  were  forthwith 
required  to  acquicfce  in  this  reftflEtion,  by  figning 
thefe  covenants.  Several  gentlemen  of  the  coun-^ 
cil  in  Fort  William,  who  had  been  chiefly  can«* 
cerned  in  the  two  late  revolutions,  and  partici^lafV^ 
in  raiiing  tl>e  prefent  nabob  tp  the  nizamdt,  r^^ 
ceived  coniiderable  fums  on  that  occafton.  Lord 
Clive,  who  had  fet  the  example,  in  his  tranfa6lions 
with  Mccr  jafl^er,  and  whole  condu£i  determined 
the  Company  to  check  the  pradice^  ytx  criminates 

It 
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^t^  them,  with  all  the  harihnefsand  acrimony  of 

• 

^  immaculate  reformer.  They  d^ny  not  that  the 
nabob  had  diftributed  money  on  his  acceflion. 
They  juftify  their  receiving  it  from  precedent  and 
cuftom.  They  complain  of  the  cpvenants  as  im« 
pofing  a  hardOiip,  from  which  their  predeceflbrs 
had  all  been  exempted.  They  are  aware»  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  remedy  is  inadequate  to  the 
difeafe,  as  the  greateft  prefents  might  be  broken 
down  into  fuch  a  number  of  parts,  as  totally  to 
jdude  the  prohibition.  They  ftate,  that  thefe  pe- 
cuniary gifts  were  obtained  before  the  covenants 
jwcre  execiited  on  their  part.  They  impute  his 
lordfhip's  zeal  in  profecuting  this  officious  inqui- 
fitton,  to  oiher  motives  than  either  their  guilt  or 
his  fidelity.  They  give  a  colouring  to  the  whole 
proceedings  of  that  famous  committee,  which  leave* 
an  obloquy  on  the  charader  of  all  its  members. 

Indeed,  to  all  the  rhodomantade  with  which  the 
noble  lord,  and  his  creatures,  trumpeted  forth  the 
j^cacy  of  his  meafures,  and  the  profound  fagacity 
with  which  he  explored  the  evils  that  exifled,  and 
the  moft  probable  means  of  reftoring  tranquillity 
and  order,  it  was  replied  by  various  queries,  to 
which,  in  thefe  heroic  times,  no  folution  was-^ 
deigned.  Thp  public,  however,  hefitated,  whe- 
ther the  merij  of  compofing  the  difturbances  in 
Bengal  belonged  to  Lord  Clive,  and  his  feleS; 
committee,  or  to  the  gentlemen  who  expelled 
Coflim  Ally  Cawn,  and  conquered  Sujah  Dowlah  ? 
Dr,  whether  the  praifes  of  making  peace  with  Su- 
jah Dowlah  were  due  to  thofe  who  conquered  his 

dominions^ 
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domimons^  and  made  himfelf  a  prifoiier ;  or  to  th« 
perfon  by  whom  thofe  dominions,  which  are  nearly 
as  >arge  as  England,  were  reftored  for  fix  hundred 
thoufand  poonds,  at  the  fame  time  yielding  up  G^il- 
zypour  and  Benarj*s,  which  brought  into  the  Com- 
patiy's  trcaliiry  ttro  hundred  and  thirty  thoufancl 
pounds  a-year?  Or,  whether  cejifure  might  not 
father  be  incurred  for  raifing  dvil  and  raiKtary 
mutintes,  by  the  aflumprion  of  illegal  power,  thart 
tfeanks  for  quellhig  thein  ?  Or,  whether  it  could 
be  foppofed  that  an  army  which  defeated  Coffin^ 
Ally  Cawn,  and  Sujah  Dowlah,  was  entirely  de- 
void of  difcrpline  and  fubordinatton  ?  Or,  whcthet 
the  boafted  re-eftablifhmmt  of  order  atkd  obedi^i 
ence  might  notj  after  all^  be  deemed  a  ufelefs  pa- 
rade of  generals  and  colonels?  Or,  yrhat  real 
honour  can  be  claimed  for  obtaining  the  dewannee 
of  fieirgal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  under  a  violation  of 
|hc  moft  facred  engagements,  merely  by  the  figna- 
fure  of  a  prince  who  muft  equally  have  figned  hii^ 
own  death-warrant,  if  it  h^id  been  prefented  ux 
him?   ' 

What  are  we  left  to  conclude  from  thefe  im- 
placable difTenfions,  but  that  great  and  flagrant 
enormities  (bbflfted  at  that  time  among  the  Com- 
pany's' fervants ;  that  we  owe  the  difcovery  of 
many  important  and  interefting  details  of  frauds 
and  abule  of  truft,  to  the  petulance  and  animofity 
Qccafioned  by  the  diftribution  of  the  plunder ;  that 
the  Direftion  never  afted  from  founder  policy 
than  in  thus  empowering  one  of  the  firft  and  moft 
ci)terprifing  in  this.iniqui(ous  combination  or  con- 
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^incy^  to  deled  the  profligacy  of  the  whole,  an4 
give  evidence  againft  them ;  that  mod  of  the  Com- 
pany's diificulties  have  originated  in  rendering  the 
political  fubfervient  to  the  mercantile  fyftem ;  that 
their  fervants  being  without  intereft  in  the  effefU 
of  their  own  meadires,  renders  them  obnoxious  to 
trrefiftible  temptation  ;  that  moft  of  the  enormous 
delin<{uencies  for  which  they  have  been  blamed^ 
are  the  natural^  perhaps  unavoidable  confequences 
of  their  (ituation ;  and  that  many  of  thofe  who  have 
been  moft  violent  and  boifterous  in  their  crimlr 
natioiis,  would  pcobab)y,  thus  circttm|lan(:ed«  90| 
faar^  f^d  a  better  paft« 
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CHAPTER  III. 

JTu  Company's  affairs  an  objcS  of  pyhlic  enquiry-^ 

Their  bargain  ykth  Government — Debates  on  iheif 

Jituation  in  Parliament — Their  Dividend  refirained 

,  — CoTifcqvmces — A   RefkSion — Amount  of   their 

JJeoi^  ^f^d  Revenues  at  this  period. 

Jl  H  E  yaft  j»tent  of  territory,  and  the  prxxiigN 
ous  mafs  of  wealth  acquired  by  the  Company's 
arrns^  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  became  a  fourcc 
of  contention,  as  well  at  home  as  abroad.  The 
proprietors,  who  faw  tlieir  fervants  accumulating 
princely  fortunes,  in  the  exercife  of  powers  dele- 
gated from  them,  eagerly  panted  for  a  participa- 
tion in  the  diftribution  of  the  prize.  They  could 
not  reconcile  their  low  dividend  with  the  accounts 
inceffantly  tranfmitted  from  India,  of  ifnmenfe  re- 
venues, and  a  flourifliing  trade. 

The  Court  of  Direftors  were  of  a  different  opi- 
nion. Two  violent  factions  were  confequendy  and 
immediately  formed.  One  of  thefe  was  for  increa- 
fing  the  dividend,  the  other  infifted  on  keeping  it 
at  lix  per  cent.  The  proprietors  coniidered  only 
the  fuccefs^  the  directors  faw  nothing  but  the  debts 
of  the  Company.  The  former  were  determined 
p  bring  the  matter  to  iffue  by  a  general  vote  at  the 
Midfummer  court,  but  were  difappointed  by  the 
m^os^vre$  of  the  latter. 
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This  Tigorous  akerciktion  between  the  members 
of  the  dire&ion  an4  their  conftitueuts^  aSbrded 
Hmcb  public  rpeici^atioB  and  difcufiion.  It  was 
&eniioufly  argued  by  one  party^  that  though  tbc 
advantages  of  the  Coinpany  were  mnnerous  and 
fplendid,  tbeU{  meakAires  both  civil  and  militajry^ 
the  aittltipiiqity  of  their  arrangements,  and  the 
contingencies  inqident  to  their  various  eftablilh*- 
nents^  occafioned  the  moft  enormous  expenditure^ 
that  their  profits  were  comparatively  remote  and 
precarious,  while  ttieir  debts  were  urgent  and  in- 
-evitable«  and  that  in  the  firft  inftance^  at  leaft^  their 
iurplus,  whatever  it  might  be^  ibould  be  facredly 
«]^propriaied  to  liquidate  and  4ifcharge  their  in- 
etmibrances. 

The  other  party  were  (ar  fvom  being  fatisfied  by 
&is  realbning.  No  trading  company^  they  alledg- 
ed,  could  ever  hope  to  be  without  debt^  whicli 
mud  always  be  fuppofed  to  increaie  in  a  certaiR 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  capital^  and 
che  extent  of  the  fyftem  in  which  it  was  employed* 
The  creditors  of  the  Ck>mpany  who  were  moft  ii>- 
terefted  had  no  objeflions  to  its  fecurity.  This 
fa&  was  evinced  by  the  prefent  date  of  exchange. 
The  Company's  bonds  bore  a  premium,  and  fold 
for  more  than  their  value.  Thofe  who  had  ri&ed 
iheir  property  during  the  war,  wliile  the  whole  was 
atfiake,  might  be  obliged  to  fell  out,  and  rfew 
purchafers  would  reap  all  that  benefit  to  which 
the  formef  were  fo  juftly  entitled.  In  this  man- 
ner the  poffeflbrs  of  India  ftock  were  excluded 
fioffi  enjoying  the  emoluments  arifing  from  its  na- 
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^ural  and  neceflfary  produce^  as  operating  in  their 
peculiar  fyftem  of  commer<^e. 

Thefe  intercfting  topics  were  liberally  and  frcr 
quently  agitated^  not  only  in  private  or  fele£t  com- 
panies^ and  among  friends^  but  in  all  the  periodi* 
cal  mifcelianies  of  the  times,  and  in  multitudes  of 
othe|r  temporary  publications.  The  difpute  was  of 
peculiar  importance,  more  efpecially  to  the  mer- 
cantile part  of  the  community.  The  anxieties, 
the  induftry,  and  the  heat  of  both  parties,  increa- 
fed  as  the  next  quarterly  meeting  approached.  It 
was  at  the  fame  time  whifpered  by  great  confi- 
dence, th^t  government  intended  to  interfere.— 
And  a  few  days  before  the  Michaelmas  General 
Court  of  1 766,  the  minifter  a£iually  fent  a  meflfage 
to  the  Direftors.  It  was  then  read  from  the  chair 
to  the  proprietors  at  large.  The  meffage  was  from 
the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  in  thefe  words : — 
^*  As  the  affairs  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  had 
^'  been  mentioned  in  Parliament  lafl  feffion,   it 

was  very  probable  they  might   be  taken  into 

confideration  again ;  therefore,  from  the  regard 
^*  he  had  for  the  welfare  of  the  Company,  and  that 
**  they  might  have  time  to  prepare  their  papers  for 
f*  that  occafion,  he  informed  them,  that  the  par- 
*'  liament  would  meet  fome  time  in  November.'* 

Letters  were  at  the  fame  time  read,  from  Lord 
Clive,  and  the  fecret  committee  at  Bengal,  which 
greatly  exceeded  all  former  accounts  of  the  Com- 
pany's opulence,  the  profperity  of  its  trade,  and 
the  permanent  bafis  on  which  its  interefts  were  efta- 
bliflied.      The  Direftors,   notwithilandiug>  oppo- 
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fed  an  increafe  in  the  dividend.  It  was  urged 
with  accumulated  force  by  the  proprietors.  A  bal- 
lot was  demafhded^  and  a  divifion  for  a  day  or  two 
evaded.  But  another  general  court  being  called, 
the  queftion  was  put,  and  the  dividend  to  take 
place  from  die  enfuing  Chriftmas  increafed,  by  a 
I»x>digiou8  majority,  from  fix  to  ten  per  cent. 

On  the  meedng  of  Pariiament  [Nov.  85,  1 766] 
the  menaces  of  the  minifter  were  realized.  The  af- 
feirs  of  the  Company  were  fubjeded  to  the  cogni- 
zance of  a  committee  appdnted  by  the  Houfe.    It 
was  ordered  in  a  few  days,  and  after  a  very  inte- 
refting  debate,  that  copies  of  the  Company's  char- 
ters, their  grants  from  the  native  princes,   their 
treaties,  their  letters  and  correfpondence  to  and 
from  their  fervants  in  India,  the  ftate  of  their  re- 
venues in  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orifla,  and  other 
places,  Jhould  all  be  laid  on  the  table,  with  an  ac- 
count of  all  expences  incurred  by  government  on 
the  Company's  account,  whether  in  the  naval,  mi- 
litaiy,  or  whatever  other  departments.     This  or- 
dcr  was  followed  widi  another,  that  thefe  papers  be 
pnnted  for  the  ufe  of  die  members,  * 

The  Court  of  Dircaors  immediately  prefented  a 
petition  to  parliament,  in  oppofition  to  a  meafure 
which  they  fliewed  would  be  attended  with  irre- 
parable mifchief  to  the  Company.  A  motion  was 
confequently  made  to  difcharge  the  former  order 
A  debate  enfued,  but  it  was  at  laft  agreed,  that  the 
pnvate  correfpondence  fliould  not  be  printqd. 

*  Deferetj  Pariiatncntary  Regittcr for  ijC&. 
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On  this  occafion,  the  interefting  point  of  teitir 
torial  right,  in  confequencc  of  the  Company 's  char- 
ter, was  warmly  and  ably  debated.  The  ^rgyi* 
ments  on  both  fides  appeared  feparately  foi  unan-:^ 
fwerable,  and  the  queftion  involved  fo  many  pointy 
<>f  the  greateft  conftitutional  importance^  that  the 
Houfe  feemed  averfe  to  a.  decifton.  The  general 
opinion  was  againft  a  irial  of  fucfa  a  right,  ip  fuch 
a  place;  and  that  an  amicable  agreement  yfith  the 
Company  was  the  more  eligible  meaiure. 

Adminiftratson  was  at  this  time  in  too  muck  dtf-f 
tradicMi  to  inveftigate  or  fettle  a  fubjed  of  fucfa 
magnitude.  By  their  declining  to  take  any  part  in 
fhe  negociation  out  of  Parliament^  a  petition^  con-t 
taining  two  prppofals,  was  prefented  [May  203. 

It  was  propofed  that  govemfocnt  fhould  grant 
the  Company  fome  advantages  from  th^  inland 
fluties  on  teas ;  a  drawback  on  the  export  of  them 
to  Ireland  and  the  colonies;  and  others  on  rawfiik, 
calicoes,  muflins,  the  recruiting  fervice,  and  mili-^ 
tary  ftores.  After  dedu^in^  400,000!.  a  yeau  in 
lieu  of  their  former  profits,  the  Company  were  to 
divide  equally  with  government  all  the  net  produce 
0f  the  remaining  revenues  and  trade,  provideci 
charges  wfere  not  included^  and  the  Company's 
property,  in  the  new  acquifitions,  continued  for  three 
years.  Or  it  was  propofed,  that  the  Company,  oi^ 
the  fame  terms,  fhould  continue  the  fpecifi^  fum 
of  400,0001.  a  year,  for  threes  years,  by  half-yearly 
payments,  and  indemnify  the  public  for  any 
lofs  the  revenue  might  fuffer,  by  granting  the  ad- 
yantagcs  reouired  in  the  tea-trade,  if  jhe  confump- 
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tibli  of  it»  take!i  on  an  average  of  five  years,  did 
tool  aofwer  chat  end. 

Tkefe  lafi  propofals  were  accepted  by  tbe  Houfe 
with  only  this  difference,  that  the  agreement  \va» 
limited  to  two,  inftead  of  tbrcr- years.  A  bill  was 
therefore  broagfat  ia  Qune  12,  17673,  and 
Adopted  by  the  legiflature,  for  carrying  the  mca^ 
fisre  into  imtnccUate  e£fe6l  *. 

Another  meflfage  from  tbe  minifter  had  beeii 
read  tit  the  general  court,  reftrifling  the  increafe 
of  the  dividend,  and  recommending  to  the  Com- 
pany to  admit  no  farther  augmentatioti  till  their 
affairs  were  mote  fully  inveftigated.  This  meafui'e 
iiotprodudng  the  intended  alteration,  two  bills  were 
framed  and  brought  forward,  one  for  regulating 
ihe  qualificatio0is  for  voters  in  trading  companies, 
and  one  for  further  regulating  the  dividends  of  the. 
£aft-Il)dia  Company* 

The  iaffof  thefeafluallyfefcindedthe  a€l  of  the 
Company,  and  tied  them  down  from  railing  their 
drv'ideadfi  above  ten  per  cent,  till  next  meeting  of 
Parliament.     This  met  with  great  oppofition.    All 

• 

4te  ibtmer  arguments  were  renewed  and  urged 
with  peculiar  ardouPr  and  obftinacy.  The  Com- 
:p9ny  petitioned  againft  it  without  effedy  and  eveu 
oScred,  though  to  no  better  pufrpofe,  that,  to  de- 
feat a  bill  thus  hofliie  to  their  privileges,  the/ 
.irouid  voluntarily  bind  themfelves  from  any  addi- 
tional increaf6  of  their  dividend  during  the  whole 
terra  of  >heir  a^eemeni. 

i  I>i^[q^*9  Tartiamentaty  Regiftcr  for  1767. 

F3  The 
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The  abettors  of  the  bill  refted  its  defence  for  the 
moil  part  on  their  anxiety  to  prevent  a  fluQuation 
of  ftock^  and  to  preferve  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
pany inviolate.  The  public  funds  might  be  aflfeft- 
ed  and  kept  down^  and  by  that  means  the  national 
debt  would  be  increafed^  rather  than  diminiflied^ 
This  meafure  vrould  at  the  fame  time  defeat  that 
fpirit  of  fpeculation  and  gambling  which  might 
Qtherwife  be  expeQed.  It  would  alfo  guard  the 
revenue  of  the  Company's  territorial  acquifitioin 
againft  encroachments  fo  efFeflually^  that  the  cU-'m 
of  the  public  might  not  be  injured,  till  the  right 
of  thefe  acquifttions  ihould  be  finally  fettled. 

The  bill  was  charged  by  oppofition  with  injufticc 
and  violence.  They  denied  that  any  flufiuation 
could  take  place,  or  that  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
pany could  be  injured  by  the  proprietors  appor- 
tioning their  dividends  to  the  fituation  of  their  af- 
fairs. The  propofal  made  by  the  Company  an- 
fwcred  all  the  purpofes  for  which  the  bill  was  in- 
tended. It  was  abfurd,  that  the  owners  of  the  ca^ 
pital  fhould  not  >  be  able  to  divide  80,000).  among 
themfelves,  on  a  trade  which  afforded  government 
400,000!.  It  was  altogether  without  example  in 
the  annals  of  a  free  country,  that  the  legiflature 
fhould  interpofe  a  controul  over  the  dividend  of  a 
trading  Company,  legally  voted,  and  declared  by 
thofe  to  whom  the  power  of  doing  it  was  entrufted^ 
and  to  whom  there  was  no  ground  to  impute  an 
abufe  of  that  power.  They  had  lent  their  money 
to  the  public  upon  the  exprefs  condition  of  ufing 
their  difcretion  in  their  dividends,  provided  their 
^fFeSs  undivided  continued  equal  to  their  debts. — 

It 
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it  Vas  a  precedent  that  might  be  attended  vith  the 
moft  fatal  confequences  to  national  credit,  as  it 
tended  to  leflen  that  fecurity  and  independence  of 
the  power  of  the  ltate»  which  had  induced  all  Eu- 
rope to  depofit  their  money  rn  the  fundsr. 

No  reafbning^  however^  is  of  much  ufe  againd 
a  m^ority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Men  warp- 
ed by  the  prepofTeflions  of  party/  are  on  neither 
fide  open  ta  convi^on.  The  bill  pafTed  by  a  great 
majority  [June  sGth]-  It  met  with  ftill  more  op«- 
pofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Lordv  but  wa&  Carried^ 
though  a  proteft  was  entered  againft  ky  figned  by 
nineteen  lords. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  proceeding^,  a  variety  of 
fads  were  produced,  which  ftrongly  excited  the 
curiofity  and  attention  of  the  public  mind.  The 
^richnefs  of  the  country  was  exaggerated,  and 
deemed  inexhaufliible.  The  natives  were  defcrib- 
ed,.  Dotwithftanding,  as  the  moft  abjed  wretch<^^ 
on  earth.  Oppreffions  aikl  enormities  of  the  moft 
'odious  and  fhocking  nature  were  imputed  to  tha 
fervants  of  the  Company.  The  opulenae  and  luxu- 
ry which  they  difplayed  on  their  return  to  Europe^ 
livere  naturally  conftrued  into  a  proof  of  the  grof- 
left  peculation  and  extortion.  The  defpotifm  ex- 
ercifed  with  fo  much  fcverity  in  all  our  fcttlements, 
and  their  reipedive  dependencies,  was  not  only 
abfaoreot  to  the  feelings  of  B!  free  people,  but  con^ 
fidered  as  an  indelible  ftasn  on  the  Britifti  charac^ 
ter.  And  though  the  fplendour  and  magnitude  of 
t)ie  whole  complex  fyftem  formed- an  obje£t  pecu-* 
iiarly  interefting  and  attradive,  eTpecially  while  thje 
.  -  F  4  nation 
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nation  was  yet  in  a  (late  of  intoxication  ffom  th^ 
brilliant  fuccefs  of  the  late  war^  the  rapacity  of  in- 
dividuals, the  expenee  of  a  military  and  civil  ar- 
)rangement>  the  debts  and  dividends  of  the  C6ni->> 
pany,  the  contingencies  of  commerce^  and  the  in- 
trigues of  government,  gave  no  very  fanguine 
hopes  of  an  immediate  and  adequaie  advaittage 
to  the  community  at  large. 

The  moft  unpopular  part  of  the  bufinefs  wa» 
\rh^t  the  oppofition,  all  over  the  kingdom^  {;>raiui€(k 
\as  an  unconftitutional  interference  of  miniftry. 
The  clamour  of  the  public  kept  pace  with  the  grafp^^ 
tDf  government.  The  profperity  of  the  Comparryj. 
their  patronage  and  emoluments,  excited  the  envy» 
•nd  tempted  the*  ambition  and  avarice  of  prerogaw, 
♦tTve.  The  revenues  feemed  adequate  to  aW  the 
purpofes  of  corruption,  and  the  employitients  oncr^ 
pntrufted  to  the  difpofal  of  the  crown^  would. 
jftrengthen  and  extend  the  influenee  of  its  fervantSi^ 
by  an  increafe  of  their  dependentze. 

Various  nieafures  were  adopted  for  invading  andt 
fubverting  the  rights  of  the  Company.  The  emrP- 
•faries  of  miniftry  were  inftruftcd  to  propagate  % 
report  that  the  monopoly  fttould  be  deftroyed,  '«ift 
the  trade  laid  open.  Several  trading  towns  were 
even  inftigated  to  petition  parliament  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  fophiftry  by  which  the  patieace  of  the 
public  was  reconciled  to  thefe-outrages^ -was^  thik 
the  Company  owed  moft  of  its  fuccefs  to  the  exer- 
tions of  government ;  that  the  dominion  of  the  fesi^ 
was  preferved  by  the  kitig'sr  fliips,  and  the  battles 
on  land  fought  by  his  a^miei,    F^)nit^t«  it  yrtt^ 
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tonclcided^  that  the  prodigious  cxpence  of  the 
public  in  extending  the  property,  ought  to  be  com-' 
penTated  by  an  adequate  lhare  iri  the  pro^  of  the 
Company.  But  the  nation  was  awai^,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  there  were  not  more  able  commander^ 
nor  braver  troops,  nor  in  any  reipeft  a  better  ap- 
pointed^  difciplined,  or  direded  army  in  the  worlds 
than  thofe  who  reared  the  Company «  ftaadard  in 
tlic  fields  of  Indoftan. 

The  whole  expence  incurred  by  the  treafury,  oft 
the  Company's  account,  according  to  official  (tale-- 
ment^  amounted  to  about  a  million  and  a  hal£ 
•Their  commerce  was  calculated,  on  an  average,  t^ 
trontribute  to  the  revenue  about  one  milfion  four 
Imndred  pounds  a-year,  befides  four  hundred  thou- 
Smd  pout)ds,  in  confequence  of  the  late  bargain* 
Thus,  while  the  public  was  burdened  with  (bur 
pinions  and  a  half  by  the  Company,  the  Company 
difcharged  the  public  of  the  intereft  of  about  fiSbf 
spillions.  By  this  calculation  the  balance  in  favour 
^  the  pubKc,  and  againft  the  Company,  exceeded 
Ae  iDtereft  of  forty-feven  millions.  The  Com- 
pany»  in  fad,  paid  at  that  moment  mor::  than  -a 
ihirl  of  the  intereft  of  the  whole  national  debt. 

Symptoms  of  an  approaching  diminution  in  thq 
"^MHrce  of  ihh  extraordinary  opulence,  were  already 
il]^iearing.  It  was  only  vrhile  the  minds  of  the 
-jpeoplc  were  iired  widi  the  marvellous  relation  of 
^travellers,  while  report  open^ted  on  thefe  remote 
:occiurrences>  as  a  telefcope  does  on  obje£ts  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  natural  eye,  and  while  individual$^ 
'dUguifed  by  the;  fudden  aod^umKcounuble  poSel^ 

6q^ 
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(ion  of  exceffive  riches^  excited  univerfal  attention ' 
and  furprife^  that  even  this  fund  was  deemed  inex^ 
hauftible.  But  when  general  admiration  begaa  to 
fubfide  and  give  way  to  accurate  calculation  and 
a  fimple  ftalement  of  fa£b^  it  became  a  very  ferious 
and  interefting  confideration,  that  notwithftanding 
all  our  recent  acquifitions  in  India,  and  the  vaft 
influx  of  wealth  which  it  occafioned  in  the  Britifli 
empire,  the  burthens  under  which  the  nation 
groaned  received  no  fenfible  alleviation.  Adven- 
turers whofe  neceflities,  avarice,  ambirion^  or  in- 
fignificance,  had  driven  them  from  their  native 
country,  rofe  not  only  to  independence  in  a  flion 
timte,  but  in  equipage  rivalled,  on  their  return,,  ihor 
greateft  fiaunilies  in  the  kingdom ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  their  manners  exhibited  a  ftrange  eontiaft  be«- 
tween  plebeian  habits  and  Afiatic  luxury.  Four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  befides  the  immenfe 
fums  accruing  from  cuftom  on  the  various  articles 
of  Eaft-India  trade,  was  an  yearly  acceflion  to  the 
treafury,  peculiarly  feafonable  and  important. 
Thefe  advantages  were,  however^  reftri3ed  i^ 
a  few  individuals ;  but  the  preflure  of  the  taxes 
was  general,  and,  to  many  orders  of  the  commii- 
nity,  almoft  infupportable.  The  public  had  con- 
fequently  the  mortification  to  perceive,  the  momei)( 
they  came  to  their  fenfes,  that  all  their  fanguioe 
expedations  of  relief  from  the  oppreflions  arifing 
from  the  expenditure  occafioned  by  the  late  war, 
from*  fuch  a  fplendid  appendage  to  the  Britifh  emr- 
pire,  had  vanifhed  like  a  South-Sea  bubble ;  an4 
that  it  waff,  on  the  whole,  an  obje£l  which  would 

ulti- 
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ultimately  prove  rather  pernicious  than  beneficial^ 
by  the  venality  of  the  Company's  fervants  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  rapacity  of  govemment  on  the 

» 

other.  The  booty  was  imnienfe^  and  more  than 
adequate  to  public  exigence;  but  its  paflage  lay 
between  the  gulpfa  of  Chary  bdis  and  the  (hore  oT 
the  Cyclops. 

The  objed  which  the  miniftry  pretended  to  have, 
and  which  the  Company  at  this  time  certainly  had 
moft  at  hearty  the  liquidation  of  their  accumulating 
debt,  fe^med  alfo  exceedingly  remote,  perhaps  al« 
together  impradicable,  without  a  radical  change 
pf  fyilem.  Their  debt  was  then  nearly  feven  mil- 
lions fterling.  The  grofs  annual  revenue  of  their 
trade,  their  farms,  their  cuftoms,  and  their  terri- 
tories, amounted  to  two  millions,  eighty -feven 
thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds. 
A  fum  thus  enormous,  and  fufceptible  of  improve- 
ment, might  indeed  have  afforded  a  finking-fund 
fufficient  to  have  fpeedily  refcued  the  Company 
from  every  embarraffment,  but  not  without  put- 
ting an  immediate  end  to  every  fpecies  of  embez** 
olement  ip  the  management  of  their  finances* 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER        IV. 


Jfyder  Ally's  hntage  and  poxjuer — Ht  tjuLarrtls  noith  iJu 
Comfany — A  comparative  Jlaiemcnt  of  the  Jyiffu^ 
tants-^BattU  of  Trirumaly — ^Hyder  ravages  tfie  Car- 
natic — Appears  at  the  gates  of  Madrafs^ — Pcate^on^ 
eluded — An  ejlimate  of  the  war-^Supervi/ors  ap- 
pointed— A  new  bargain  with  GovirnmeTU. 

HyDER  ally  CAWN  was  the  Ton  of  Nadim 

Saib,  general  of  ten  thoufand  hoffe  in  the  army  of 

the  empire.     He  was  employed  to  head  iht  Myfo- 

teans  when  they  took  the  field  againft  the  Mafrat- 

tos.     He  fought  that  warlike  people,  artd  fouted 

them  in  a  pitched  battle.    The  king  of  Myfore 

gave  him  the  country  and  fortrefs  of  Banguelor,  asr 

a  reward  of  his  bravery.     This  enabled  him  to  ap-^ 

pear  in  the  Myforeaii  army,  at  the  head  of  his  ownr 

troops. 

Hyder  was  then  about  twenty-one  years  old,  amf 

his  father  gave  him  the  command  of  the  forces  with 
which,  as  a  tributary,  he  was  obliged  to  foUoW  the 
camp  of  the  fubah,  when  [in  the  year  1750]]  he 
made  a  defcent  on^  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  It 
confifted  only  of  fifty  horfemen,  and  two  htmdred 
infantry,  armed  with  matchlocks.  He  was  at  the 
battle  where  Nazirjing  was  ftain,  and  then  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  training  his  battalion  in  the  Eu- 
TopcaB  difcipline. 

The 
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The  firft  occafion  on  which  he  merited  diftin6Uoa 
wdA  in  his  conteft  with  Canero^  the  prim^-minifter 
and  fevourite  of  the  Myforean  fovereign.  He  was 
then»  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  in  pofleffi(»i  of 
an  important  fortrefs,  a  fertile  territory,  and  a  body 
of  troops^  which  amounted  to  fifteen  tboufand  men^ 
including  three  hundred  Europeans,  and  three 
tboufand  excellent  cavalry «  The  king  had  alfo 
appointed  him  generaliflimo  of  aU  his  troops. 

Ui9  generofity,  his  addrefs,  his  high  fpfrit^  and  a 
love  of  gIory>  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  ha- 
tred and  jealoufy  of  Canero.  This  man  became 
odious^  in  proportion  to  the  popularity  of  Hyder^ 
whom  he  ardently  wiihed  to  ruin.  Inft^ad,  howo* 
ever,  of  being  able  to  realize  his  intentions,  the 
genius  of  Hyder  furmounted  every  fnare  that  was 
laid  by  the  dark  intrigues  of  his  implacable^  adver* 
^fary,  tore  him  at  laft  from  the  hohtn  of  his  mafter, 
and  fliut  him  u(>  in  an  iron  cage,  in  the  middle  of 
)he  moft  public  place  of  Banguelore,  where  it  is  dill 
feen  with  the  bones  of  this  unhappy  man,  who 
lived  two  year$  as  a  fpedacle  of  barbarous  triumph, 
(bus  conftantly  expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  popu- 
lace in  the  intereft  of  Hyder. 

The  cottrfe  of  his  viSories,  from  this  fuccels, 
was  rapid  and  extraordinary.  The  terror  of  hia 
arms  rendered  his  alliance  an  objed  of  attention 
and  folicitude  to  moft  of  the  princes'  in  the  penin- 
i[ula  of  India.  Like  all  great  men  in  that  country^ 
^e-was  at  once  a  foldier  and  a  politician,  and  ac- 
pummulaied  hi$  acquifitions  as  much  by  the  wif* 

donii 
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dom  of  his  treaties^  as  by  the  ardour  and  vigour  of 
his  military  exertions. 

His  conneftions  in  the  Carnatic  alarmed  the 
prcfidency  of  Madrafs.  They  did  not  think  the 
Company's  fettlements  perfcftly  fccure,  while  ait 
armament^  thus  formidable^  encamped  in  their 
neighbourhood.  They  wilhed  to  found  his  inten- 
tions, and  for  that  purpofe  apprifed  him  in  the  moil 
refpedful  terms,  that  they  had  appointed  an  em- 
baify  to  wait  upon  him,  and  confer  with  his  High- 
nefs  on  feveral  particulars  between  them,  which 
the  intereft  of  both  required  to  be  more  explicitly 
linderftood.  But,  fufpicious  of  their  defign,  he 
declined  the  honour  they  intended  him.  Aware» 
at  the  fame  time,  of  their  intrigues  with  the  fubah, 
he  artfully  Met  ached  him  from  their  intereft,  and 
even  prevailed  on  him  to  appoint  his  fon  nabob  of 
Arcot,  in  oppofition  to  Mahommed  Ally,  the 
fieady  friend  and  ally  of  the  Englifli. 

Having  accomplifhed  this  obje6t,  he  tranfmitted 
a  memorial  to  his  re(ident  at  Madrafs,  t6  be  prefent- 
ed  by  him  to  the  governor.  He  ftrongly  protefted 
that  his  inclinations  were  pacific.  He  enumerated 
the  inftances  of  refpeft  which  he  had  uniformly 
ihewn  the  Company,  and  complained  that  his  good 
offices  were  returned  in  a  manner  that  indicated 
no  defire  in  the  prefidency  to  cultivate  or  preferve 
his  friendfhip.  He  attributed  it  to  the  intrigues  of 
Mahommed  Ally,  that  their  force  had  united  with 
that  of  the  nissam,  to  difappoint  his  projeds,  and 
cuvb  his  rapacity.  He  warned  jhe  Company  againft 
continuing  their  filliance  with  a  man  whofe  ambi- 

tioa 
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fSon  bad  fo  often  embroiled  the  country,  or  invoU 
ving  themfelves  in  the  defence  of  his  ufurpations* 
He  urged  them  to  withdraw  their  forces  from  fuch 
ftrong  holds  as  were  conneded  with  the  Arcot  pro- 
vinces. He  even  offered  to  indemnify  them  for 
what  arrears  might  be  due  to  them  from  their  ally, 
and  in  lieu  of  which  they  were  in  polfeiBon  of  fo 
many  forts  and  diftri6b. 

In  confequence  of  Hyder's  union  with  the  ne- 
zam,  the  Company  was  rendered  a  principal  in  the 
quarrel.  The  depredations  which  he  imputed  to 
them,  they  fhifted  from  their  own  fhoulders  to 
<hofe  of  the  nizam,  under  whom  they  afied  as  allies, 
and  for  whofe  meafures  they  did  not  acknowledge 
themfelves  refponfible.  They  apprifed  Hyder  of 
the  nizam's  perfidy,  and  referred  to  his  breach  of 
treaty  with  them,  as  a  proof  how  dangerous  it  was 
lo  confide  in  him.  They  difclaimed  all  intentions 
ofhoftility  againftthe  Myfpre  country »  of  which  he 
was  governor. .  They  avowed  themfelves  folicitous 
toprote£lthe  Camp.ticfrom  moleftation,  and  thought 
fuch  places  on  its  frontiers  as  were  neceflary  to 
Tender  it  fecure,  fhould  be  continued  in  their  pof- 
feflion.  They  invited  him  to  a  correfpondence  on 
chefe  particulars^  that  their  mutual  good  under- 
ftanding  might  be  folidly  eftablifhed.  But  they 
did  not  fail,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make  him  fen- 
fible  that  they  were  adequate  to  their  own  defence, 
and  equally  prepared  to  fight  ornegociate. 

It  was  indeed  obvious,  that  Hyder  only  wiflied 
to  wound  the  Company  through  their  ally,  and  by 
one  mafterly  exertion  to  crufli  their  growing  in- 
fluence 
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fluenCe^  which  had  now  become  an  object  of  jca? 
loufy  and  terror  to  all  the  powers  i«  the  empire. 
Their  late  coaqucft  of  Bengal^  their  redu&ion  of 
Sujah  ul  Dowlah  to  an  abjeB  yafTalag^,  the  chains 
they  had  forged  for  the  iJBperial  family^  the  many 
diihofiooraJble  obligations  which  Mahoromed  AWy 
owed  to  their  interference^  and  efpecially  the  very 
lofty  tone  in  which  they  continued  to  aflert  their 
clainas  of  violence  and  outrage,  were  confidera- 
tions  peculiariy  alarming  to  all  the  y^iou$  dates 
and  dependencies  in  the  Deccan^  and  on  th$ 
coaft  of  Corromandel. 

Tbefe  Hyder  preiTed  by  letters  and  ambafladorf 
in  the  fever al  courts  of  tjie  nabobs  and  polygaxs^ 
all  over  that  divifion  of  the  empire.  And  th^c 
wacKed  not  the  mcrft  fubftantial  arguments  to  war* 
rant  the  confederacy  which  he  wj&ed  to  eftabliQi> 
The  Engliih  were  intruders  oh  their  rights.  Th* 
pan  they  a£led  was  equally  dar4«>gand  infidious.  The 
ad  vantages  whidb  they  owed  to  indulgence  were  coni^ 
verted  to  the  purpofe^of  frauds  oppreffion^  and  even 
fcdiiion.  The  country,  which  eianbraced  and  che?- 
riihcd  thein<  as  traders,  had  fcnind  them  to  be  ufurpersi. 
Under  the  fembliiftcc  of  harmlefsmercantile  purfuita^ 
they  concealed  the  dreadful  implements  of  murder 
V^ddevaftation.  They  came  to  deal  with  the  natives 
for  the  produce  of  the  climate  and  the  foil,  thear 
^QoanuEajElures  and  fuperfluities,  and  had  jlript  their 
country  of  its  wealth,  inhabitants,  fertility  and  ho- 
nour. In  exchange  for  the  treafures  they  tranf- 
mitted  to  Europe,  they  had  deluged  the  infatuated 
kingdoms  of  indoftan  with  all  their  own  hereditsdry 

vices^ 
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vices,  difeafes  and  miferies !  The.  princes  whom 
ciedulity  or  misfortune  had,  put  in  their  power^ 
had  been  treated  merely  as  an  article  of  merchant 
dize,  and  worth  no  more  than. th^y  yielded  to  thei 
general  (lock  of  their  aggregate  intereft.  Jheir 
treacheries  were  in  proportion  to  their  protefta-* 
tions  and  forms  of  fidelity.  They  valued  no  ties, 
any  farther  than  they  adminiftered  to  their  rapa-* 
city,  whichj  notwithftanding.  all  their  profeflionsi 
was  evidently  the  ible  governing  principle  pf  their 
politics. 

Fa€b  thus  notorious  and  interesting^  tinlted  un-<^ 
der  the  banners,  of  Hyder  the  mod  difcordant 
powers,  .whom  nothing  but  a  fenfedf  their  com^ 
mon  danger  could  have  reftrained  from  reciprocal 
infult.  His  army  wa^  therefore  compofed  of  all 
that  variety  of  tribes,  foreigners  and  fugitives, 
which  are  to  be  found  in  fuch  diverfity  among  the 
Indians.  The  poifeflions  of  Hyder  were  at  this^ 
time  niunerous  and  extenfive.  They  confifted  of 
Myibre  and.Banguek>re,  with  all  thofe  mountaneous 
countries  which  fill  up  that  vail  track  of  the  Penin- 
fula,  which  reaches  from  Ambocfr  to  Madura, 
Traxcancore,  and  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  The  king- 
doms of  fiallapour,  Bifnagar,  and  Canaree,  to;-* 
gctherwith  the  fovereignty  of  the' Ma^l^bar  coa^ 
and-Maldive  iilands..  Theie  dominions  were  con- 
nefked  together,  and  defended  on  the  part  of  the 
Engliih,  by  a  variety  of  high  grounds  and  narrow 
pafles,  and  are  iaid  to  contain  nearly  one  ihoiy- 
land  fortified  places.  The  camp  of  this  celebrated 
warr&>r,  whom  fame  hailed  as  the  faviour  of  India, 
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was  inftantly  crowded  with  prodigious  fwankas  frcof 
thefe  itnmenfe  and  populous  territories.  His  ibrcts 
were  confequently  efttmated  at  two  hundred  thDa- 
&nd  meti)  of  which  twency-five  thottEmd  were  cah 
valry^  and  feven  handred  and  fifty  good  Europe^ 
an  troops.  The  fiibah  of  the  Deccan.  brougin  Uke^t 
wife  into  the  field  at  leaft  one  kundied  thoufaiadi. 
though  of  thefe  there  were  no  moce  tkaa  {ony 
ihoufand  fighting  men,  thirty  thoufand  cavaliy^ 
and  ten  thoufand  infaotry.  Every  chidj  however^ 
in  this  great  army^  was  proprietor  and  absolute 
mafter  of  his  own  troops.  Foikjwing  Nizam  merely 
as  vaifak  of  the  empire^  they  were  little  difpoTed 
to  rifque  theif  lives^  or  that  of  their  cattle,  oAjany 
occafion,  except  when  inftigatedl  b^  tbt  defijre  of 
revenge,  or  the  hc^e  of  pluader. 

The  united  army,  comprehcndihg  fiieb  muhi^ 
tudes  were,  according  to  the  evftomof  tfaecoantry^^ 
followed  by  fiioals  of  merchants,  tradefmen^  mer 
ehanics,  women,  futders  and  fervants.  This  ocean 
fioned  the  camp  to  be  vaftly  extended,,  which,,  bift 
for  the  vigilance  and  experience  of  Hydcr^  mighr 
have  been  eafily  furprifed  by  tihe  Englifh.  The 
forces  of  Nizam  added  to  his  repuiatk)D,  and  might 
have  procured  him  many  allies,  but  he  was  {oSph^ 
cious  both  of  the  fubaH  and  his:  ^neral.  The 
chiefs  inr  this  divifion  of  the  army  were  in  etexndl 
want  bf  money,  and  Hyder  was  toa  ceconcmuGal 
to  gratify  their  pecuniary  de^mand^  at  an  expence 
which,  by  draining  hk  treafiuy^  might  have  %di» 
ieeblefd  his  operations; 
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A  very  confiderable  train  of  artillery,  confifting 
atleaft  of*  one  hun4red  and  ten  pieces  of  large 
cannon^  was  an  objeft  which  increafeid  the  ftrength 
of  this  formidable  armament.  That  of  Hyder  was 
more  num^rous^  better  provided  \^ith  ammunition^ 
Ixtler  mounted,  and  better  fetved ;  but,  out  of 
fixty  pieces  of  ordnance,  thirty  were  iron-  The 
artillery  of  Nizam,  xm  the  contrary,  were  all  fine 
European  hrafs  cannon.  .  Thirty  of  thefe  were  caft 
in  Frsufice,  and  had  been  wrecked  with  a  French 
fquadron,  by  a  hurricane,  in  the  road  of  Mafuli- 
patatn,  and  by  that  means  came  into  the  Nizam's 
pofleifiOfl,  as  his  predeceflbrs  were  then  proprietors 
of  the  port.  This  beautiful  artillery,  however,  was 
rendered  almoll  ufelefs^  fot  want  of  ammunition^ 
carriages  and  gunners. 

The  JEnglifli  power  ift  India  ^as  notr  in  its  me- 
ridian. They  poilefied  Pengal^  the  richeft,  moft 
iertiie^  and  populous  of  all  the  provinces  in  the 
empire;  the  coafts  of  Oriffa  and  Coi^romandel, 
having  no  other  limits  inland  than  the  gates  or 
mountains,  the  large  towns  of  Cambay  and  Surat, 
&e  ifland  of  Bombay  and  the  country  of  Salfette, 
cin  the  Marratto  froMier,  be(ides  feveral  inferior 
ibrts  on  the  ccraft  of  Malabar,  with  a  number  of 
fubordiaate  &£lories  on  the  iOand  of  Sumatra,  too 
remote  to  he  of  any  advantage  in  the  prefent  war. 
Their  forces  gn  all  thefe  various  eftablifhments  were 
then  reckoned  not  lefs  than  ninety  thoufand  ftrong. 
General  Smith,  who' Had  the  command  of  the  ai*- 
my,  after  leaving  the  neceffary  garrifons  properly 
cnfiarced^.had  at  his  difpofarfivc  thoufand  Euro- 

G  2  peans,^ 
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peans,  two  thoufand  five  hundred  fipoys,  twiy 
thoufand  five  hundred  horfe,  including  two  hun- 
dred Europeans,  twelve  hundred  Indians,  taught 
the  Englifh  exercife,  and  commanded  by  Euro- 
pean officers.  He  was  alfo  joined  by  the  cavalry 
of  Mahommed  Ally,  a  troop  not  only  inferior  to 
that  of  Hyder,  in  point  of  number,  but  every  way 
unfit  to  force  them,  by  their  utter  want  of  difci- 
pline,  and  the  bad  condition  of  the  horfe.  The 
other  troops  of  the  Englilh  allies  were  ahogethe? 
in  conjunftion  with  thofe  under  the  nabob  of  Ar* 
cot,  about  twenty  thoufand  men. 

General  Smith  was  at  the  head  of  an  army,  for 
the  moft  part  better  difciplined,  and  more  praflifed 
in  their  evolutions  than  the  enemy.     He  had  a 
numerous  corps  of  Europeans,  who  were  fuch  ve- 
terans iii  the  fervice  as  to  be  deemed  invincible. 
His  artillery  was  in  every  refpeft  perfeft  in  propor- 
tion to  its  fize.     The  army  was  ferved  with  a  var 
riety  of  able  officers  and  engineers,  and  he  was 
himfelf  much  fuperior  to  Hyder  in  military  fcience 
and  experience.     But  the  inferiority  of  his  cavalry 
obliged  him  to  fix  the  fcene  of  his  operations  to  the 
mountaneous  part  of  the  country.     It  was  not  in 
his  power  to  prevent  the  enemy's  horfe  from  rava- 
ging the  valleys,  and  cutting  off  his  convoys.   Nor 
could  he  always  procure  a  fufficient  number  of  oxen 
for  the  conveyance  of  his  artillery,  ammunition 
and  baggage.     The  chief  obftrudion  to  his  fuc- 
cefs,  however,  arofe  from  his  fubordination  to  the 
council  in  Madrafs,  whofe  diflates  often  claChed 
%vith  his  plans  i  whofe  felfifb  manoeuvre^  reduced 

the 
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'die  army  to  dependance  on  contraQors  for  fubfift- 
ence^  and  whofe  fupplie^  were  as  uncertain  and 
dilatory  as  their  orders  were  contradi6lor)'  andiai- 
pradicable. 

.  While  Hy4er  was  employed  in  amu(tng  ilie 
Company  with  terms  of  negociation,  hU  prepara- 
tions were  carried  on  with  the  utmoft  vigour  and 
difpaftc^  The  circumftances^  however  indifpen- 
fiUeto  the  march  of  an  Indian  army»  have  always 
given  the  European  forces  great  advantages  on  the 
commencement  of  holliiities.  General  Smith  wa« 
in  the  field,  and  had  reduced  feveral  forts  of  the 
enemy  before  the  main  -body  of  the  troops  made 
their  appearance.  Tripatoor,  Vaniambady,  and 
Singueman,  held  out  each  a  few  days,  but  w^ere  fe- 
verally  capture^  without  nuxch  difficulty.  Caveri- 
patnam,  a  place  of  fome  confequence,  from  its 
fituation,  was  alfo  invefted.  Its  fortrefs  was  •com> 
iBuanded  by  an  able  officer,  and  did  not  yield  till 
feventeen  days  after  the  trenches  were  opened, 
and  then  only  from  feeing  no  proJpeft  or  poffibi- 
lity  of  relief.  Without  lofing  a  moment,  the  ar- 
my fet  down  before  Kiftnagerri.  This  is  a  fort  of 
no  inconliderablefirength.  Ii  Hands  on  the  brow 
pf  a  fteep  mountain,  and  is  rendered  ^Imoft  imr 
pregnabJe  by  nature,  without  any  material  affift- 
ance  from  art.  The  garrifon  was  coinmandcd  by 
a  European,  and  made  a  brave  defence.  Th^ 
Britifh  troops  aflaulted  it  twice,  in  the  laft  of  which 
twenty-four  grenadiers  and  feveral  foldiers  were 
iilled. 

G3  The 
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The  diftanc^  of  this  place  from  Banguelore  is 
about  twenty-two  leagups;  and  General  Smith, 
learning  by  hi$  fcouts^  that  the  two  fubahs  ha4  be- 
gun their  march  from  that  part  of  the  country, 
thought  it  improper  to  wafte  more  time  in  an  ac- 
quifition  of  fo  little  confequence^  efpecis^y  as  it 
was  conhefted  with  fo  much  danger.  He  there- 
fore raifed  the  fiege^  and  pofted  himfelf  to  defend 
the  pafs  of  Velore.  It  was  of. the  laft  importance 
to  render  this  enterance  to  the  Arcot  diftrifts  as 
difficult  as  pofliblc.  There  were  twp  others,  but 
\his  wjiich  opens  about  four  leagues  from  Caveripat- 
nam,  was  the  only  one  through  which  artillery 
could  be  conveniently  conveyed.  Apd  being  in 
the  center  with  Caveripatnam,  a  confiderable  town 
and  fortrefs  fituated  on  the  Palier,  in  their  rear, 
our  army  could  either  difpHte  th^  pafs  with  the 
fubahs,  or  retire  in  fafety. 

It  was  however  determinpd  in  a  council  of  war, 
>vhich  Hyder  confulted  on  the  ocpafion^  to  avoid 
fhis  paflage,  and  to  attempt  that  of  Vpntigerri. 
No  fooncr  were  the  movements  of  the  enemy  an-f 
pounced  to  General  Smith,  than  he  broke  up  bis 
camp,  and  haftened  tp  prevent  them.  Hyder, 
perceiving  hi§  aim^^  turned  fuddpnly  to  the  right, 
and  by  the  adroitnefs  of  the  evolution,  and  an  ex- 
peditious march,  cleared  the  entrance,  which, 
though  even  ground,  is  long,  narrow,  ^nd  wind- 
ing, >yithput  oppofition  or  annoyance. 

The  Englifh,  difappointed  by  fuph  an  uhex- 
pefted  manoeuvre,  repaired  as  quickly  as  poflibie 
fo  paveripatqam,  where  they  did  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient 
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iient  to  ftay,  but  reinforcing  the  garrifon  with 
iwcXyc  huncked  fepoys,  a  few  topaffes  belonging  to 
the  artillery,,  and  thirty  European  eannonier^ 
potted  tbem^ves  in  a  fKuation  more  convenient 
for  receiving  convoys  from  Madra&,  as  well  as 
a  junftion  .widi  the  troops  ynder  the  command  of 
Ckslonel  Wood*  who  itben  befieged  the  fort  of 
Ahtoore. 

Hyder  having  (>aQed  the  Araits^  encamped  about 
a  {eague  and  an  half  from  Caveripatnam,  which 
4Fas  immediately  ifivefted  by  his  cavalry.  The 
town  is  furrounded  i^y  an  antique  wall  and  a  ram- 
|ia£t,  with  ftrong  ftone  towers.  The  Palier  wafhes 
fxui  of  its  walls;  -but  this  river^  which  is  very 
;:biDad»  was  not  then  above  a  foot  deep.  The  in- 
^iud)itaiit5,  terrified  by  the  hoftile  appearance  on 
Jthc  plains^  immediately  evacus^ed  and  fet  fire  to 
jtfae  town.  The  Indian  arpiy^  breaking  loofe  from 
^  jeftraint^  ruibed  to  the  plunder.  The  cannon 
^firom  the  fort  made  prodigious  Daughter  among  the 
jpiUagtfs.  Next  morning  the  enemy  opened  a 
Jl>attery  of  twenty  pieces,  with  a  view  to  filence  the 
garrifon,  and  which  did  much  execution.  But  the 
£ngliih  poured  an  inceifrnt  ftorm  of  cannon  and 
loufquetry  from  the  baftions^  which  killed  an  im- 
jnenfe  number  of  men,  and  \could  certainly  have 
-diflodged  the  battery»  had  they  not  been  fo  much 
Ltgalled  by  multitudes  of  markfmen,  who  hid  them- 
selves behind  fome  ruins,  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
fland  on  the  rampart.  This  dcllruQive  fire  obli- 
^d  the  garrifon  to  hoift  their  flag.  Hyder  rcfu*- 
ied  nothing  that  was  demanded.      The  froops 

G  4  marched 
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Ifnarched  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  were 
permitted  to  dired  their  route  for  Madrafs,  with-- 
out  moleftation. 

The  ynited  army,  fliortly  after  this,  encamping 
on  the  banks  of  the  Palier,  obliged  General  Smith 
to  change  his  podtion.  He  moved  towards  a  rifing 
ground,  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  might  not  have 
it  in  their  power  to  harrafs  him  with  the  fame  'ad- 
vantage. Hyder  inftantly  ordered  an  attack.  It 
was  bravely  fuflained  on  both  fides.  The  Englifh 
army  were  but  a  handful  to  the  infinite  fwarm  of 
sjiITailants  who  furrounded  and  invefted  them  from 

nil  iides  of  the  hill  which  they  occupied.     The 

* 

enemy's  infantry  were  fupported  by  all  Hydcr's 
artillery,  while  ours,  by  the  difficulty  of  pointing 
downwards,  were  lefs  capable  of  a  fure  aim.  The 
fuperior  excellence  of  the  firitifh  gunners  fuffici* 
ently  compenfated  for  this  difadvantage.  The 
Europeans  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy  broke  fome 
of  MahommeH  Ally's  troops,  and  took  two  pieces 
,  of  artillery >  but  were  fuddenly  repulfed  by  a  few 
Englifh,  who  recovered  the  capnon.  Night  only 
parted  the  combatants. 

Hyder  lofl  vafl  numbers  in  this  battle.  Nine 
hundred  grenadiers,  who  were  his  befl  troops, 
were  left  in  the  field.  The  lofs  of  the  EngKfh  was 
comparatively  trivial,  though  they  judged  it  expe- 
dient to  decamp  in  the  night.  The  enemy  were 
afraid  to  purfue,  notwithllanding  the  fpirits  they 
derived  from  this  femblance  of  a  retreat.  They 
continued,  however,  to  hover  at  a  diflance,  nor 
once  loft  fight  of  the   Englifh  army,  which  foon 

reached 
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reached  its  deftination  in  good  order,  till  they  had 
advanced  and  encamped  within  a  league  and  an 
half  of  Trinoraaly. 

The  two  objeSs  to  which  General  Smith  obvi- 
oufly  dire^d  all  his  manoeuvres,  were  a  junction 
with  the  army  under  Colonel  Wood,  which  he 
expe&ed  every  day;  and  a  general  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  in  fuch  a  (ituation  as  fhould  in  a 
great  meafure  defeat  the  utility  of  their  cavalry. 
Hyder  either  did  not  perceive  the  neceffity  of  ih- 
tercepting  Wood,  overlooked,  or  could  not  ac- 
complifh  it.  Both  our  armies,  however,  were  foon 
united,  and  forthwith  marched  to  take  pofieffion 
of  a  poft,  not  more  than  two  leagues  from  Trino- 
maly,  ftill  better  adapted  for  tempting  the  enemy 
to  attack  them,  and  where  their  cavalry  was  not 
likely  to  be  of  more  fervice.  After  feveral  artful 
difpofitions  of  his  troops.  General  Smith  brought 
on  an  engagement.  The  Nizam's  army  was  thrown 
into  diforder  on  the  firft  onfet,  and  fled  with  pre- 
cipitation on  all  fides.  Hyder  led  on  his  infantry 
with  great  firmnefs  and  order.  His  cannonade  on 
our  left  was  ferved  with  much  regularity  and  dif- 
patch.  His  battery  was  covered  by  a  morafs  in 
front.  The  Engliih,  however,  foon  turned  his 
left,  by  the  advantage  of  fome  rifing  grounds, 
which  brought  them  to  a  clofe  engagement.  The 
Indians  fupported  their  fire  for  fome  time  with 
fteadinefs  and  alacrity,  but  the  vigour,  impetuo- 
fity  and  ardour  of  the  Englifii  were  not  to  be  re- 
fitted by  numbers.  Hyder  s  perfonal  bravery  fer- 
ved him  in  little  ftead  amidft  a  huge  muhitude  in 
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wiBom  tenrar  and  amfuiion  only  prevailecL  lie 
lad  novr  the  mortification  to  perceive^  notwidi- 
fianding  all  his  attention  to  the  diiciptkie  of  bk 
.troops,  tiiat  the  foperiority  of  the  Company'^  con- 
ittnued  ftUl  trndinuniiiied.  A  total  <le£sat  enfued. 
Some  of  the  NizAm's  artillery  £dt  into  the  hands  of 
adie  £Dg^iAi»  who  alfo  took  a  few  prilbnere. 

I>BuriDg  thefe  operations^  which  happened  abput 
ihe  end  of  September  £1767]  a  detachmeoc  of 
-;My{brean  cavalry,  under  the  -command  of  Hyder's 
ion,  advanced  ^ith  fo  miAch  fpeed  and  fecrefy  to- 
^afds  Madrafs,  dhat  the  governor,    Mahommed 
Ally,  his  fon,  and  Cok»el   Call,  fcveral  other 
fnembers  of  t!he  cooncil,  being  at  breakfaft  in  the 
country  boufe  at  the  Company's  gardens,  .nasrowly 
Scaped  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.     A  domef- 
«4ic  of  a  friend  4n  Hyder-s  camp  appeared  but  juft 
4tiine  enough  to  afmounGe  4he  a^^oach  of  Tippoo 
Saib.     Thdr  retaiti  to  Madrafs  was  -cut  off.     The 
nabob  of  Arcot  was  obHged  for  -his  fafety  to  the 
fwiftnefs  of  his  horfe;     The  reft  foiMid  refuge  in  a 
fmall  veffel,  which,  fortunately  for  t^m,  lay  by 
accident  oppofite  to  tl^e  garden.    This  unexpeded 
fally  flung  the  whole  place  into  immediate  confter- 
nation  and  uproar*    The  black  town,  which  €X>n- 
'tains  upwards  of  four  hundred  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, alarmed  by  the  fugitives  from  the  country, 
abandoned  their  houfes  and  effeQs,  and  iffued  into 
the  fort  by  multitudes.     In  an  kiftant  the  ftreets, 
the  ditches,    and  even  the  glacis,  were  covel^ 
with  people.     The  governor,  on  his  arrival,  could 
with  much  difficulty  force  a  paflage  to  his  houfe. 

TIk 
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The  place  was  at  laft  &ved  by  the  exertions  of 
Call  the  engineer.  He  anned  all  the  EuropeuiA 
who  could  foe  colle&ed.  He  difpatcbed  a  foatta^* 
hi&ii  of  fepoys  to  defend  the  entrance  to  the  black 
town.  The  pillagers  were  confequendy  deterred 
from  their  plonder^  and  an  interval  for  detibera-^ 
tkm  wa^  obtained.  The  confiiltation  was  hardly 
finiftied,  when  news  arrived  from  General  Smidi^ 
of  the  viSory  he  had  gained  over  the  army  df  the 
febah$,  at  Trinomaly.  This  was  atinoonced  to 
(he  people  and  the  neighbouihood,  from  the  fort, 
by  one  hundred  and  four  guns.  Tippoo  Saib  aixi 
his  troops^  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  Hyder,  having 
ravaged  the  environs  of  Madrafs,  immediately  re« 
turned  to  the  army,  where  he  was  expefted,  not 
witboot  anxiety  for  his  fituation,  and  where  the 
exploits  of  this  expedition  were  regarded  as  the 
certain  prefages  of.  the  greateft  celebrity  in  future 
cnterprife. 

Partly  to  avoid  the  rainy  feafon  which  had  al« 
ready  begun  to  fet  in,  and  which. is  always  attended 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences  to  Europeans^ 
partly  to  recruit  his  men,  who  had  fuffered  incre* 
dible  fatigue,  from  the  various  hardfhips  to  which 
this  campaign  had  reduced  them,  and  partly  to 
wait  the  approach  of  a  reinforcement  expeftcd 
from  Bengal,  General  Smith  fent  his  army  into 
quarters.  Having  firft  ftrongly  garrifoned  Trino- 
naly,  Vaniambady,  Ambour,  and  othi^r  advance^ 
l^aces,  he  diftributed  the  remainder  of  his  troops 
in  Velore,  Arcot,  and  fome  other  ftrong  contigu- 
lius  towns. 

It 
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It  was  while  Hyder  encamped  in  a  plain  five 
leagues  diftant  from  Caveripatnam*  that  the  fubahs 
agreed  that  the  two  armies  (hould  feparate,  and 
that>  while  Hyder  carried  on  the  war  againft  M a- 
hommed  Ally>  the  Nisam  fhould  attack  the  Engliih 
on  the  fide  of  Mafulipatam,  in  order  to  divide  their 
forces.  Thefe  terms  were  adopted  with  apparent 
pordiality  by  men  who  regarded  each  other  with 
the  ftrongeft  antipathy.  They  were  at  the  fame 
time  extremely  lavifii  in  their  profeflions  of  mutual 
efteem^  and  the  treachery  which  lurked  in  the 
hearts  of  both  was  laborioufly  concealed  by  an  ex«- 
cefs  of  luxury  andfpkndour  which  they  alternately 
difplayed^  as  marks  of  reciprocal  affe£iion  and  re- 
ipe6L 

Vaniambady  was  without  lofs  of  time  furround^ 
ed  by  the  Indian  army.  The  place  was  foon  found 
fufceptible  of  being  approached  by  favour  of  the 
water,  hedges,  and  trees,  without  the  neceflity  of 
opening  trencher.  The  garrifon  confiiled  of  near 
m  thoufand  fepoys,  and  about  twenty  Europeans, 
Fourteen  iron  cannon,  which  were  difmouhted  by 
chofe  of  the  befiegers,  cQmpofed  all  the  artillery  t 
The  place,  though  well  provided  with  ammunition 
apd  (lores,  though  no  breach  had  been  yet  effed-- 
ed,  and  though  in  that  ca&  there  wanted  not  work^- 
men  to  repair  the  carriages,  was  taken  without 
much  refillencje.  The  only  terms  infided  upon  by 
the  enemy  Y€re,4hat  the  commander  and  the  other 
European  officers  fhould  not,  for  one  year,  fer^ 
againfl  Hyder. 

Hyder 
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Hyder  went  from  this  place  ftraighi  to  Aniboun 
Here  the  Company  had  amafled  vaft  quantities  of 
ammunition  and  ftores.  At  the  foot  of  the  citadel, 
which  is  fituated  on  the  fummit  of  a  fteep  inaccef- 
fible  mountain,  is  a  fort  ftrengthened  by  the  addiv 
tion  of  a  palifaded  covered  way,  and  a  glaci5. 
The  fort  is  at  the  fame  time  inclofed  by  a  town  of 
confiderable  magnitude,  defended  by  a  brick  wall, 
with  round  baftions  and  a  dry  ditch.  Half  the 
place  was  covered  by  a  large  pond,  at  the  end  of 
which  there  was  a  redoubt,  which  ck)(ed  the  road 
between  the  pond  and  the  river,  and  commanded 
that  on  the  other  fide. 

The  town  was  in  one  quarter  thought  capable  of 
being  taken  by  ftorm,  without  any  breach.  Orders 
were  confequemly  iflued  for  carrying  this  points 
The  attack  fucceeded  almoft  without  refiftence. 
The  garrifon  had  in  fad  placed  their  only  depend* 
ance  on  the  fort  and  citadel .  The  town,  abandon-^ 
ed  of  its  inhabitants,  they  forefaw>  by  inviting  the 
enemy  to  plunder,  would  expofe  them  to  the  fire 
of  as  much  cannon  as  they  could  bear  againft  them. 
The  manceuvre  was  judicious,  and  fucceeded  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  the  number  killed  on  the  ftreet;^ 
and  buried  among  the  ruins  was  prodigious. 

The  enemy's  attempt  againft  the  citadel  and  fort 
was  not  fo  fortunate.  His  batteries  were  no  foon- 
er  raifed  than  demoliflied.  A  great  number  of  his 
braveft  men  wtere  daily  facrificed  to  the  temerity 
of  this  abortive  fiege.  He  planted  cannon  on  a 
rock  which  overlooked  the  garrifon,  who  in  two 
days  erected  fuch  a  bulwark  as  rendiered  them  per* 
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fyEdf  ufickja.  So  4hat»  alter  feventeen  days  feVeftf 
^xeruofii  the  lo&  of  many  Europeans*  s^nd  the  eX* 
peiiditurje  pf  much  ammnnition^  tUe  work  w^  ftllt 
iu>  HKKe  aiiva:9ced  than  at  firft^.  In  tbis  ftate  of 
affairs^  iievs  arrived  that  the  Englifli  army  was  af- 
femUed  at  Velore,  and  marching  to  raife  the  (kge. 
Hyder*  without  a  looment's  befitatipn*  embraced 
the  refolutipD  pf  anticipating  them,  and  retreated. 

It  was  about  thi»  lime  that  the  Nizam  h^d  noi 
ooily  parted  from  Hyder,  but  renewed  his  agreet^ 
iment  with  the  prefidency  of  Madra& ;  that  Colo- 
.iktI  Wood  was  fent,  sK  the  head  of  a  confiderablef 
detachment,  to  reduce  feveral  of  HyderV  forts  jif 
the  vallies,  and  that  it  was  reCblved  General  Smith 
jfhould  carry  the  war  into  Hyder's  domiilioQs,  an4 
.lay  fiege  to  Banguelore.  The  executicm  of  this 
pl^p  cpmmenced  ^s  fo'on  as  the  army  w.eife  provid- 
ed wi(h  neceOaries.-  ' 

A  fmall  fquadron  failed  at  the  fmie  time  from 
Bombay  to  attack  Mangajore,  one .  of  Hyder's 
^principal  f<^a-ports,  fituated  in  the  center  of  .Cani^ 
ree,  on  ihe  Malabar  coaib  In  this  road  aU  his 
navy  for|he  moft  part  lay  at  anchor.  The  expcf- 
dition  fucceedbd  [Feb.  25^  1768].  AH  the  fort* 
were  taken  with,  very  little  lofs,  arid  the  beft  of  h;^ 
fliips  captured.  A  garrifon  was  left  to  defend  thef 
town.  Tippoo  Saib,  at  the  head  of  the  bed  troops 
in  Hyder's  army*  flew  to  the  relief  of  the  Cans^^ 
rines,  who,  confiiiering  him  as  their  deliverer^ 
flocked  to  his  ftandard,  and  putting  themfelves 
under  his  co];nmand, .  retook  the  town^  and  made 
the  garrifoa  prifoners*    Tliis,  like  all  the  other 
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petty  exploits  of  this  young  warrior^  was,  by  the 
paiafites  in  his  father's  courts  immediately  magai* 
fied,  and  extoled  as  an  ioftance  of  the  g;reateft  he- 
roifm. 

Colonel  Wood  alfo  took  a  great  munber  cf 
places.  His  operations  were  ibsaetimes  checked^ 
but  on  the  whole  foccefsful.     In  an  adion  whick 

was  fought  [06lobeF  4>  i76^3>  ^^  ^^^  anannjr 
twenty-fix  thoufand  ftrong^  with  kfs  than  three 
thoufand  men,  four  hundred  of  which  only  were 
Europeans.  Indeed  the  field  was  aUernately  loft 
and  won  feveral  times^^  and  the  engagement  whick 
began  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon^  laded  till 
five  in  the  afternoon.  The  enemy  were  at  laft  ob- 
liged to  retreat^  leaving  the  field  covered  with  their 
dead.  Three  elephsmts,  nine  camels,  and  fevea 
bimdred  horfes  were  killed  on  this  occaiion.  We 
bod  Ibme  brave  officers  flain^  feveral  wounde4»^ 
and  a  few  taken;  prilbners^  and  we  loft  between  two 
and  diree  hundred  men. 

The  glory  of  this  day  was  (bon  and  Ihockingl^r 
ecfipfedj  by  the  dreadful  cruelty  which  attended 
our  csf>ture  of  Darampuri.  All  thegarrifon^  the 
CfiiiuBander,  his  fon>  and  every  officer^  were  pui^. 
to  the  fword,  excqpt  twelve  £u£opeans^  who  were 
feved  by  the  EngHih  grenadiers*  This  bloody  af* 
fault  is  even  (aid  to  have  been  made  while  the 
white  flag  was  on  the  breach.  .  It  was  an  oulraigp 
which  the  enemy  were  not  backward  to  retaliate* 
For  Mofkum,  Hyders  brother-in-law^,  (hortly  af- 
Vsf^  in  cold  blood;,  maOacred  a  confiderable  bod^ 

of  our  fepoys  in  the  plains  of  Ovilorer 
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The  forces  under  Colonel  Wood  having  rejoifi-^ 
ed  the  army^  General  Smithy  in  his  march  to  Baiv^ 
jguelore,  took  feveral  of  th^  enemy's  ftrong  holds. 
He  conftituted  Oofcotta  his  military  magazine, 
which  he  fortified  with  great  care.  In  a  hoftile 
country,  full  of  faftnefles  and  narrow  pafles,  and 
lat  the  fame  time  neceffarily  expofed  to  the  depre- 
dations of  an  a£Uve,  intrepid  and  vigorous  enemy, 
he  foon  found  himfelf  ftraitened  for  provifions. 
While  he  opened  the  trenches  before  BaHpoUr, 
Hyder  inverted  the  place  where  all  his  (lores  were 
depofited.  The  General,  to  refcue  his  magazine, 
abandoned  the  enterprife ;  and  thus,  without  fav- 
ing  Oofcotta,  loft  the  certain  projpeft  of  an  im- 
portant acquifition.  For  it  was  at  this  place  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  return  with  the  army.  Hyder, 
aware  of  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  our  fettlements^  . 
availed  himfelf  of  the  celerity  which  his  cavalry 
were  capable  of  exerting  on  particular  emergen- 
cies, and  in  confequence  of  feveral  mafterly  mo*- 
tions,  got  between  our  troops  and  the  Carnatic, 
which  he  entered  and  ravaged  at  pleafure.  The 
Englifh  army  inftantly  relinquiflied  all  the  footing 
they  had  obtained  in  his  territories,  and  haftened, 
by  forced  and  fatiguing  marches,  to  the  defence  i 
of  their  own  and  their  allies.  Hyder,  by  this  ma^ 
noeuvre,  recovered  without  a  blow  all  he  had  lofl?. 
He  was  no  longer  a  fugitive  flying  before  his  ene- 
mies, unable  to  fuccour  his  own ;  but  a  vindiftive 
and  haughty  viftor  pouring  deftruftion  on  our  do- 
minions. His.army,  drooping  and  diminifhing-un-  -. 
der  the  hardihips  of  a  defenfive  war,  which  wanes 
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the  proper  ftimulus  ibr  fuch  troops  as  are  on\y 
rouced  into  courage  and  aftivity  by  their  hopes  of 
plunder,  were  now  entered  on  a  feries  of  ope- 
rations perfedly  adapted  to  their  geniiis  and  ha*^ 
bits.  Under  dvefe  fortunate  drcumftances^  his 
forces  and  allies  naturally  augmented  with  his  re- 
putation. Thus  fpreading  ruin  and  devaftation 
through  the  territories  of  Ms^ommed  Ally»  he  not 
only  gratified  his  perlbnal  refentment  to  thai 
princcj  whom  he  detefted  for  his  infidious  coh- 
nedion  with  tlie  £ngliih|  but  alfo  flung  ail  our  in- 
land fettlements  into  confufion  and  terror^  admi-  " 
iiiftered  4o  the  malice  with  which  bur  fucceis  was 
re^rded  by  thofe  whom  our  politics  had  OppreiTedi 
and  cot  off  one  of  our  principal  refoUrces  for  car« 
rying  on  the  war. 

His  method  of  fighting  was  nc^  lefs  judicious 
tfaan  the  route  he  had  taken.  The  ftrength  of  his 
army  confiding  of  eavalry^  he  avoided,  as  niuch 
as  poffible^  facing  our  troops,  wherever  his  coiild. 
not  ad  with  freedom.  He  detlined^  for  this  rea-^ 
fen^  with  the  fame  folicitude  that  Generll  Smith- 
urged  a  general  engagement.  His  chief  obje£t  wa0 
to  attack  our  detached  parties,  and  intercept  our 
coinvoys.  And  in  the  fame  proportion  that  thefe 
fidlies  weakened  our  fotces,  they  neceifarily 
firengthened  his,  by  additional  numbers  and  fpt- 
rits.  Indeed,  all  that  rendered  him  formidable 
was  the  fagacity  which  diftinguifhed  his  operations^ . 
as  we  were  never  without  an  army  greatly  fuperior 
to  his  in  the  field.     And  whatever  injury  be  might 
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do  tllef  revenues  of  the  Company,  he  was  inca- 
pable of  oiherwife  endangering  its  fccurity.    * 

Hydef  having  advanced  within  feven  leagues  of 
-Madras,  the  Eriglifh  army  were  prepared  to  dif- 
puteYhe'pafTage  of  the  river  St.  Thomas,  when  he 
fuddenly  difappeared,    and  wliile  no  intelligence 
Xofild  be  obtained  of  his  route,  fhewed  himfelf  at 
the  gates  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town,  and  dif- 
patched  a  flag  of  truce  to  know  what  propolitioh 
<hey  had  to  make.     The  prefidency  had  recently 
•^received  the  orders  of  the  Company  to  make  peace 
-at  any  terms.     It  was  currently  believed  that  Hy- 
^der  was  entering  into  an  alliance  with  the  Mar- 
..ratos.     For  thefe  reafons  they  thought  it  prudent 
to  decline  the  contcft.    The  enemy,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  advantages,    were   equally  inclined    to 
^peace.     It  was  therefore,  on  the  third  of  April, 
'[^ijSgi]  mutually  agreed,  that  both  parties  (hould 
(iefray  their  own  expences,  and  the  forts  or  places 
taken  on  either  fide  be  reftored ;  that  the  refpec- 
Uve  prifoners  fhould  be  releafed,  and  a  free  com- 
mercial intercoiirfe  allowed,  both  iii  the  Carnatic 
and  Hyder  Ally's  dominions;    that  Mahommed 
Ally  fhould  pay  a  tribute  of  fix  lacks  of  rupees,  <x 
feventy-five  ihoufand  pounds,    of  which •  the  firft 
year's  revenue  fliould  be  laid  down ;  and  that  there 
•ihould  be  a  perpetual  league,  ofFenfive  atnd  defen- 
five,  between  the  negociating  powers,  arid  a  fpecific 
number  of  troops^  in  cafes  qf  QpQcrgency,  provided 
by  each.  * 

Thus. 
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-  -^hus  ended  a  war  commenced  without  any. 
folid  principle  of  policy  or  difcretion,  condufted 
tfarooghout  by  illiberal  raeafures,  and  involvings 
both  in  its  progrefs  and  termination^  confequences 
peculiarly  inaufpicious  to  the  general  intereils  of 
the  Company. 

It  appears  that  the  prefidency^  in  adopting  the 
xefolutipn  of  provoking  Hyder  Ally  to  hoitilities, 
paid  but  little  attention  either  to  the  ftate  of  their 
own  finances,  their  military  ftrength,  the  refources 
t>f  t)ie  enemy,  the  dangerous  fituation  of  their  ally'sr 
dominions,  .or  the  advantages  of  their  employers. 
They  knew  that  the  treafury  of  Madras  was  abfo-- 
iutely  inadequate  to  the  vaft  expenditure  vi^hich 
ihefe  operations  would  neceflarily  occafion,  and 
that  even  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  after  paying  the 
intereft  of  the  Company's  debt,  and  its  own  civil 
and  military  ellablifliment,  could  fpare  but  little 
to  a(&ft  or  relieve  them.  It  was  obvious  their  own 
.territories  would  be  expofed  to  depredation,  while 
their  troops  were  occupied  on  a  diftant,  (ervice^ 
-and  that  the  nabob  would  be  kfs  able  to  iupport 
,them»  as  he  fuffered  from  the  enemy.  The  coun- 
.try,  in  which  Hyder  could  always  fecure  a  retreat, 
notwithftanding  our  fuperiority,  was  not  fufcepublq 
of-  an  eafy  reduftion.  So  that  from  every  impar- 
tial vjew  of  their  conduft,  it  feems  to  have  origi- 
.oated  chiefly  in  an  empty  defire  of  aggrandifem^nt 
at  beft,  or  more  probably  in  the  apprehenfion  that 
thofe  princes  whofe  dominions  were  moft  expoTed 
H>  the  depredatory  excurfions  of  the  army,  niight 
./ikcjreafe  their  private  fortunes^    by  fecredy  pur- 

H  20  chafing 


100  TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA. 

chafing  an  exemption  from  the  members  of  tfrt^ 

council. 

To  whatever  eaufes  the  war  may  be  attribirtedr 
the  mode  of  carrying  it  on  admks  of  no  apology. 
The  army  was  in  perpetual  want  of  neceffaiies^  and 
fuch  as  they  obtained  were  not  always  of  the  bcft 
kind.     Their  movements  were  conftantly  retarded  ^ 
for  want  of  oxen  to  tranfport  their  artillery,  whick 
alone  could  protect  them  from  the  fuddcn  attacks 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry.     The  general  was  at  die 
fame  time  deprived  of  all  diferetionary  power^  fcjr 
the  prefence  of  a  fpecial  delegation^  whom  the 
preftdency  appointed  to  attend  the  army,  and  fu- 
perintend  the  campaign.     The  only  man  of  founA 
abilities  in  this  committee  wa»  Colonel  Call,  who& 
opinion,  hi  emergencies  of  the  greateft  eMicacf 
and  confequence,  was  habitually  over-rukd  by  the 
ignorance,  timidity,,  and  avarice  of  his  colleagues. 
This  office,,  unknown  in  the  £ngU&  fervice,  and 
pernicious  wherever  it  has  been  adc^ted,  feent 
.created,  on  the  prefeni  occafion,  mecely  foi  the 
emolument  of  thofe  employed,  who,  deeply  coot- 
cerned  in  the  contracts  for  fupplying  the  Hioops,. 
regulated  their  motions  in  fuch  a  manner  as  beft. 
fuited  their  own  convenience  and  inteveft.     The- 
army  felt  the  bad  effefts  of  fuch  an  ill-advi&d  mear- 
fure  in  all  its  departments.  Brave  and  experienced 
officers  were  difgufted.     Some  of  them  quitted  the 
Service ;  others,  who(e  circumftances  in  fiicl^  a  fits- 
ation^  and  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  home^  dtcL 
not  permit  them  to  ad;  fo  decifive  a  part,  found 
the  duty  irkiR)me^   and  relaxed  thei^  exertions. 

An*, 
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Knd  not  a  few,  wkhout  either  charaQer,  recom- 
mendatkHi,  or  iniereft,  were  employed,  advanced, 
ttid  entrufted.  The  war  was  confequently  marked 
with  a  ftigma  which  had  never  before  difgraced 
the  military  honour  of  the  nation ; .  firitiih  officers 
4efeiting  the  caufe  of  their  country  for  the  fervice 
of  an  inveterate  enemy,  and  forts  given  up  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  have  an  appearance  rather  of  trea- 
chery than  cowardice. 

It  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  or  demonftrate  any 
|ioifible  advantage  that  could  refult  to  the  Com- 
fiany  from  this  war.  But  thofe  only  who  urged 
the  meafure,  that  the  property  of  their  matters 
might  be  abforbed  in  lucrative  jobs  to  them  or  their 
liriends,  could  remain  blind  to  its  confequences. 
The  council  of  Madras  feem  to  have  been  dazzled 
with  the  chimerical  expedations  of  realizing,  like 
iheir  fellow-fervants  in  Bengal,  an  immenfe  terri- 
torial revenue.  Their  general  difpatches  to  the 
Court  of  Directors  about  this  period,  exhibited  thef^ 
delufive  profpeds  in  colours  peculiarly  brilliant  and 
lACereiling.  They  {>romifed  no  lefs  ^han  to  inveft 
'their  matters  with  the  fovereignty  of  all  the  Corro- 
mandel  coaft,  and  that  of  Malabar,  from  Cape 
Rama  to  Cape  Comorin.  This  profound  and 
{»x>fperous  policy  was  immediately  rendered  fub- 
fervient  to  pecuniary  intrigue.  The  nation,  ac- 
Cttftomed  to  the  marvellous  adventures  of  the  £aft, 
eafily  became  the  dupe  of  its  own  credulity,  and 
eagerly  anticipated  more  profperity  than  it  was 
jrealbnable  to  exped.  This  temporary  delirium 
mas  jaoi  without  its  effefl.     India  ftock  rofe  with 

H  3  rapidity, 
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rapidity,  from  the  general  defire  that  prevailed  ta 
fhare  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  meafures.     Tho 
report  of  our  viflory  at  Trinomaly  corroborated 
thefe  flattering  hopes,   by  promifing  to  facilitate 
their  acconipliflimerit.     In  this  moment  of  intem- 
perate joy,  from  the  prcfumption  of  a  felicity  barely 
poflible,  the  capture  of  Madras  by  the  fon  of  Hy- 
dcr  Ally,   a  youth  of  eighteen,  was  announced; 
The  revolution  in  the  public  mind,  from  extacy  to 
defpair,  was  inftant  and  univerfal.     The  news,  be- 
caufe  difliked  by  all,  was  doubted  by  many,  and 
anxioufly  difputed  by  more.     The  great  body  of 
the  people,  however,  were  fo  much  alarmed  and 
ichagrined  by  their  difappointment,  that  India  flock 
'was  reduced,  fell  above  fixty  per  cent,  in  a  few 
days,   and  was  foon  expefcled  to  fall  ftill  lower. 
Not  all  the  efforts  of  the  Direftors  could  give  but 
a  momentary  check  to  this  general  torrent  of  de- 
fpondency.     In  vain  they  produced  their  official 
difpatches,  or  aljerted  that  the  Company,  inftead 
of  being  in  danger,  was  never  in  a  more  flourifhing 
condition.     That  only  which  was   moft  dreaded 
received  the  greatefl:  credit.     A  fufpicioii  of  the 
Vrorft  was  now  the  epidemical  diforder,  which  time 
and  patience  alone  could  remove.     The  more  the 
fubjeft  was  undcrftood,  the  livelier  were  people's 
refentments  excited   againfl  thofe  who   had  thus 
wantonly   deceived  them.     The   conduS  of  the 
Company's  fervants,    efpccially  in  Madrafs,    was 
canvailcd  with  freedom,  and  arraigned  with  feve- 
rity.     Fafts  were  inveftigated  and  proved,  which, 
it  was  faid,  cxpofcd  them  not  only  to  ccnfure,  but 

tq 
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to  punifliment.  And  the  failure  of  the '  war  was 
roundly  imputed  to  their  iniquitous  contraQs,  mor 
nopolies^  and  extra-appointments.  It  was  found 
that  large  remittances  had  been  made  from  Ben7 
gal,  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  revenue  in 
Madras.  Thefe  wete  of  a  bafc  kind  of  gold 
coin,  by  which  the  Company  were  fuppofed 
to  have  fuftained,  in  mere  exchange,  the  lofs.of 
forty  thoufand  pounds.  The  inveftments  ufually 
made  from  Madras  to  China,  were  confequently 
fufpended^  no  filver  circulating  in  the  country,  and 
all  the  various  manufactures  at  a  ftand,  from  the 
fear  of  the  enemy.  The  bufinefs  of  the  fubordi- 
nate  faftories  was  equally  obnoxious  to  injury  and 
interruption  from  the  fame  caufe.  The  tributary 
polygars,  efpecially  of  Mahommed  Ally,  were  di- 
latory in  their  payments,  and  refolved  their  back- 
wardnefs  into  that  want  of  protection  which  left 
their  property  a  prey  to  robbery  and  devaftation. 
Thus  every  pecuniary  refource  of  the  Company 
was  afFe&ed  by  this  expenfive  and  pernicious  war. 
Their  martial  reputation,  from  the  prudence  and 
gallantry  of  their  oflBcers,  had  fuffered  nothing  in 
4he  eyes  of  Hyder,  who  had  feen  and  felt  their 
fuperiority  in  fo  many  inftances.  But  our  troops 
ivere  no  longer  confidered  as  invincible  by  the 
country  at  large.  It  was  on  this  accpunt  adopted 
as  a  common  opinion,  that  number,  unanimity, 
bravery,  difcipline,  and  conduft,  had  nearly  the 
fame  effcft  on  Europeans  and  Indians.  This  war 
jlid  more.  It  inculcated  in  the  princes  of  Indoflan, 
the  neceffity,    the  importance,   and  the  praClica- 

H  4  bility 
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bility  of  a  general  confederacy,  and  oppofed  to 
thofe  hereditary  feuds,  which  in  all  affairs  of  com- 
merce and  government  had  given,  fuch  an  afccn- 
dancy  to  foreigners,  this  foundelt  o/  all  political 
maxims,  that  among  no  people  on  earth  can  there  • 
be  any  confidence  without  fidelity,  or  any  fafety 
without  union. 

The  affairs  of  the  Company,  as  well  from  their 
own  magnitude  as  from  their  infeparable  connec- 
tion with  the  profperity  of  the  whole  empire,  were 
now  an  objeft  of  conflant  and  general  confide- 
ration.  The  national  credit  and  interefl  were 
deeply  involved  with  theirs.  Some  effeftual  mea- 
fures  were  therefore  deemed  requifite,  to  put  a 
ftop  to  fuch  abufes  and  mifmanagement  as  had  fo 
foully  difgraced  the  Britifh  name,  both  in  India 
and  Europe,  and  which  had  been  attended  with 
effefts  injurious  at  once  to  the  Company  aiKi  com* 
munity. 

With  this  view  a  plan  was  brought  forward  for 
invefting  three  perfons  of  competent  experience  in 
the  conltitution  and  bufinefs  of  the  Company,  as 
well  as  in  the  nature  of  Indian  politics  and  con- 
nexions ;  with  extraordinary  powers,  and  who  fhould 
be  fent  to  that  court  try,  under  full  authority,  to  exa- 
mine and  rectify  the  concerns  of  every  department* 
Mr.  Vanfittart,  Mr.  Scrafton,  and  Colonel  Ford,  all 
of  whom  had  formerly  ferved  with  ireputation,  the 
two  former  in  a  civil,  and  the  latter  in  a  military 
capacity,  were  accordingly  appointed  to  this  fcr- 
vicp,  with  an  abfolute  confcroul  over  all  the  Com- 
pany's fervants  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

This 
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This  appointment^  as  might  be  expeSed^  occa« 
fioned  much  warm  altercation,  and  the  mod  ex« 
quifite  intrigue,  efpecialty  on  their  fide  whofe 
friends  accepted  oftenfible  fituations  in  India— 
They  oppofed  the  meafure  as  nugatory,  repro* 
bated  the  principles  of  the  inflitution  as  infidi- 
ous  and  fallacious,  and  branded  the  powers  thus 
created,  as  originating  in  a  mean  fufpicion  of  their 
fidelity,  in  whom,  by  the  conftitution  of  the.  Com^ 
pany,  their  confidence  was  placed.  Others^  ftart** 
led  at  the  magnitude  of  the  truft,  and  the  delicacy 
of  the  commiflion.  Every  inch  of  the  ground  was 
ififputed,  new  objeftions  were  conftantly  raifed, 
and  notwithftanding  feveral  general  courts  had  af^ 
fembled  and  canvafTed  the  merits  of  the  meafure, 
no  decifion  could  take  place  witliout  a  ballot.— • 
This  was  no  fooner  obtained,  and  the  commiiSon 
for  giving  effeft  to  the  refolution,  than  a  new  de- 
lay was  occafioned  by  a  requifition  from  the  mini* 
ftcr,  that  the  Company  fhould  give  to  a  fervant  of 
the  crown  a  principal  (hare  in  the  direction  of  their 
anairs. 

The  Diredors,  during  thcfe  debates,  had  applied 
for  two  fliips  of  the  line  and  fome  frigates,  as  their 
appearance  in  the  Indian  feas  tended  to  facilitate 
the  intercourfe  of  their  fervants  with  the  native 
princes.  Government  gave  them  no  anfwer,  but 
it  was  known  that  a  fquadron,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Lindfay,  was  deftined  to  fail  for  that 
part  of  the  world.  In  order,  however,  to  be  cer- 
tain *6f  a  matter  thus  important  to  the  intereft  of 
fhe  Company,  the  fan^on  of  a  general  court,  it 

wa(s 
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was  prefumcd,  would  render  a  fimilar  application 
fo  refpeftable,  that  miniftry  would  be  under  the 
necefiity  of  making  forae  reply.  At  a  meeting, 
therefore,  of  the  proprietors  [July  2  7],  a  motion 
to  this  purpofe  was  unanimoufly  adopted,  and  an- 
other court  appointed  to  receive  the  meffage  of 
government. 

At  this  court,  which  was  held  about  a  fortnight 
after,  a  letter  was  received  from  Lord  Weymouth, 
one  of  his  Majefty's  fecretaries  of  ftate,  fignifying 
that  the  mcafure  adopted  by  the  Company,  had,  in 
the  opinion  of  miniRry,  been  deemed  illegal ;  that 
he  was  forry  to  find,  by  their  anfwer,;  that  they  had 
not  acceded  to  the  appointment  of  a  naval  officer^ 
with  full  powers  to  adjuft  all  maritime  affairs  in 
India.  He  now  begged  they  would  reconfider  the 
commiflion  in  general,  and  that  the  particular  arti- 
cle of  granting  unlimited  powers  to  a  naval  officer- 
might  be  laid  before  the  proprietary  at  large. 

This  extraordinary  demand  produced  an  elabo- 
rate correfpondence  between  the  miniftry  and  Di- 
reftors.  A  fubjeft  altogether  new,  and  involving 
queftions  of  the  greateft  commercial  and  conftitu- 
tional  importance,  was  laid  before  the  proprietors; 
It  there  appeared,  that  the  authority  required  by 
this  minift'crial  mandate,  went  in  faft  to  fuperintend 
the  fupervifors,  as  well  as  all  the  Company's  con- 
cerns. The  Direflion  owned  a  readinefs  to  allow 
the  naval  officer  a  certain  participation  of  influence 
in  their  councils  abroad,  but  declined  acquiefcing 
in  the  requcd  at  large,  both  bccaufc  they  thought 
the  truft  too  great  for  one  pcrfon,  and  bccaufe  it 

would 
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•vould  afFord  government  a  perpetual  pretext  (oz 
interfering  in  the  management  of  the  Company's 
affairs.  They  ftaced  at  the  fame  time^  that  the 
commiflion  had  undergone  the  revifion  of  council^ 
and  its  legality  was  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of 
the  mod  reputable  lawyers  in  the  kingdom. 

At  another  courts  held  by  adjournment  to  a 
ftort  day,  .a  fecond  letter,  which  had  been  receiv- 
ed that  morning,  was  alfo  read  from  the  fame  mi- 
nifter.  He  dated,  that  by  their  anfwer  the  Direc- 
tors hs^d  pot  properly  upderftood  him.  He  meant 
not  to  inveft  a  naval  officer  with  plenipotentiary 
powers  at  large,  but  only  wiihed  him  to  poflefsfuch 
a  ihare  in  the  bufinefs  of  adminidration  as  would 
at  once  promote  the  intered  of  the  Company  and 
the  honour  of  government.  He  begged  the  prot^ 
prietary  to  confider  both  the  commiflion  and 
that  degree  of  authority  which  the  fervant  of  the 
crown  ought  to  poffefs.  He  declined  giving  any 
opinion  on  the  fird  of  thefe ;  but  as  government, 
at  the  requed  of  the  Company,  in  the  eleventh  ar- 
ticle of  the  lad  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with 
France,  made  conditions  with  feveral  Indian  prin- 
ces, it  highly  concerned  their  honour  that  an  offi- 
cer of  their  appointment  diould  be  principal  agent 
in  all  matters  ofFenfive  and  defenfive. 

The  defign  of  the  minider  was  now  obvious,  and 
a  confiderable  time  was  occupied  in  giving  due 
confideration  to  the  fubje^i.  It  occafioned  at  the 
next  general  court  [Augud  30.!  a  very  tedious  and 
warm  debate.  But,  after  much  argumentation  on 
both  fides,   an^  not  a  little  violence,  the  matter 

wa^ 
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was  at  length  retted  on  this  general  queftion,  #hiclf 
wa5  to  be  decided  by  ballot : — That  this  court  will 
give  the  officer  of  the  crown,  commanding  ihi{>s 
of  the  line,  a  (hare  in  the  deliberations  and  refo* 
hitiolis  of  the  Company,  merely  with  regard  to  the 
two  objeds  of  making  peace  and  declaring  war^ 
where  his  Majefty's  forces  are  employed  ?  It  was 
rejedcd  accordingly  by  a  great  majority. 

The  commiflion  for  the  naval  cpmmander  i« 
chief  was  in  the  mean  time  made  out ;  bat  as  the 
requifition  of  extraordinary  power  had  not  beert 
granted,  his  operations  were  limited  to  the  Gulpb 
of  Perfra,  where  the  Company's  affairs  had  for 
'fome  time  been  greatly  incommoded  by  the  trou- 
Wc?  which  embroiled  the  natives.  A  fort  of  com- 
promife  thus  took  place.  The  power  of  making 
peace  and  war  was  allowed  by  the  Direftors  to  the 
naval  commander  only  in  the  Gulph  of  Perfia,  and 
the  demand  for  fliips  of  the  line  to  the  Bay  of  Ben- 
gal was  fufpended.  Two  frigates,  however,  were 
ordered  for  that  fervice,  and  at  the  fame  time  ap- 
pointed to  convey  the  fupervifors,  whofe  powers 
were  at  length  finally  adjutted,  and  an  end  put  to 
their  tedious  conteft. 

The  Company's  agreement  with  government^ 
and  the  reftraining  bill,  being  nearly  expired,  it 
was  deemed  expedient  to  lay  before.rainiftry  fuch 
propofals  as  were  likely  to  become  the  bafis  of 
a  new  bargain.  The  objeQ:  of  the  Direflors 
was  to  obtain,  if  poffible,  more  equitaMfe  teims^ 
and  a  permanent  fettlement  of  the  Company's 
affairs.  They  were  foHcitous  to  realiae  fome  re- 
turn 
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4firn  or  compenlatioti  for  the  great  fum  of  money 
irhtch  they  annually  paid  to  govermnent.  A  pro^ 
longation  of  their  charter  for  five  years  was  require 
cd^  and  confidered  as  a  qioderate  equivalent.--^ 
This,  however,  was  abfolutely  refttfed.  £xtorttng 
money  from  the  Cp^iipany  was  clearly  a  part  of  the 
minifterial  fyftem.  Their  interference  in  refiri£b* 
ing  their  dividend,  demonftrated  that  the  Compa- 
ny were  in  the  hands  of  a  power  which  they  couldL 
not  refill.  It  was  too  late  to  infift  on  conditions. 
The  controul  was  eftabliflied,  and  might  be  ex^ 
peded  to  operate.  Even  the  fmalleft  relaxatiot^ 
fn  the  reftriSive  power  began  to  be  confidered  as  a 
favour,  rather  than  acknowledged  as  a  compenfiu 
cion. 

Thus  circuroftanced,  after  a  long  train  of  nego- 
ciadonand  confultation  with  feveral  general  courts, 
an  agreement  was  concluded,  and  a  bill  brought 
into  parliament  grounded  on  the  following  princU 
pies.  TWtL  the  Company  fhould  pay  to  the  public, 
for  five  years  to  come,  the  annual  fum  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds:  That,  in  that  time^ 
ifaey  might  increafe  their  dividends  to  twelve  and 
a  half  per  cent,  the  increafe  not  to  exceed  on^ 
per  cent,  in  aj)y  one  year :  That  if  the  Company, 
from  any  caufe  or  emergency,  during  that  tenii^ 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  reducing,  their  divl-« 
ijlends,  an  equal  fum  fiiould  be  deduced  from  the 
annual  payment  made  to  government;  but  in  cafe. 
iheir  dividends  were  reduced  to  fix  per  cent,  thc^ 
£ayment  to,  the  public  wasL  to,  b^  difcontinued  i 

That/ 
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'JThat,  during  thefe  five  years,  the  Company  fhoulu 
export  Britifh  gi)ods  equal  in  value,  upon  an  aver- 
age, with  thofe  exported  for  an  equal  num- 
ber of  years  paft ;  and  that,  if  any  furplus  of  the 
Company's  cafti  remained  in  England,  after  pay- 
ment of  certain  fpecified  debts,  it  (hould  be  lent 
-to  the  public  at  an  intcreft  of  tyo  per  cent. 


CHAP-' 
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CHAPTER         V. 

f 

XffeEls  of  the  various  Revolutions  which  tool  place  in 
the  Provirues  of  Bengal — Opprejfions  of  Mahom- 
med  Reza  Cawn — A  dreadful  famine — Mr,  Hafl- 
ings — His  Regulations — His  Intrigues  with  the 
-Country  Princes — Sujah  ul  Dowlah — Shaw  Allum, 
4)r  tlie  Great  Mogul— The  Rohilla  War. 

./\N  entire  change  in  the  arrangemefit  of  thepo- 
.lidcal  eflablifliment  was  the  neceffary  and  immedi- 
ate .confequence  of  oiir  acceflion  to  the  Dewan- 
•  nee  of  bengal.  It  produced  a  revolution  which 
•convulfed  the  (late  to  its  exU'emities^  and  which^ 
luuler  a  feries  of  fingular  occurrences,  gave  exift- 
eHC€  to  fuch  a  varie;iy  of  new  circumftances,  as 
.mark  our  fubfequent  iranfadions  in  that  unfortu- 
jnate  country  with  a  novelty  and  infamy,  which  are 
jwithout  a  parallel  in  the  hiftory  of  the  fpecies. 

Froip  that  itxoment  the  government  aiTumed  a 
«cw  Ihape.  All  the  branches  of  the  executive 
4>over  Mxre  transferred  from  natives  to  the  con- 
querors* Every  ofiicial  department^  ever}'  fuua.^ 
jtion  of  dignity  and  emolument^  every  pol^  of  coo- 
Adence^  exertion  and  rcfponfability  was  feized  and, 
occupied  by  the  Englifc.  The  influence  of  the 
^ubah  was  fubftantially  annihilated.  He  was  yw^ 
.tually  reftraiiied  by  his  new  iituation  from  execcif^ 
in^  a  fiq^e  aOk  of  ioAependeni  foTcrcignty,    He 

could 
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could  neither  make  war  nor  peace,  appoint  lik 
own  minifters,  controol  his  own  troops,  manage* 
his  own  revenues,  or  fuperintend  the  admin iftratiort 
of  jufticfe  over  his  own  fubjeas.  The  femblance 
if  authority  which  he  poffeffcd  was  literally  a  pur- 
chafe  from  the  Company.  They  ufurpedthe  v^ry 
fettlement  of  his  houfehold ;  they  reftrifted  his  ex- 
penditure to  certain  limitations ;  they  rendered  him 
a  captive  in  his  own  palace;  they  crouded  his  * 
tourt  with  their  creatures ;  they  bribed  his  very 
domeftics  to  betray  him;  and  they  cohftituted 
every  wretch  in  his  train  a  fpy  on  his  private  as 
well  as  his  public  condu£l« 

To  the  Dutch,  the  Danes,  and  other  £uro^dtis^ 
who  applied  to  the  prefidency  of  Calcotta  as  the 
ruling  power,  for  the  grant  of  indulgence,  or  the 
redrefs  of  grievances^  they  conftantly  afiinned  the 
prerogative,  while  they  artfully  eluded  th^  direS 
avowal  of  that  high  chara&er,  by  yielding  c^  r#-> 
fufmg  proteflion  under  the  name  of  ifiifluenc64 
Equally  careful  to  avoid  difclaiming  their  owh 
fupremacy,  or  roundly  aflerting  that  of  anothef, 
iheir  fovereignty  was  daily  and  palpably  fub{lanti-> 
ated  by  every  part  of  their  conduft.  Nor  could  . 
dl  the  fubtlety  of  political  fophiftiry  conceal  tbfc 
feality  and  exertions  of  an  authority  which  operated 
openly,  univerfally^  and  irrefiftibly.  Their  po^ 
licy  under  thcfe  circumftances,  was  a  filent  acquf^ 
efcence  in  the  opinion  of  fuch  as  treated  the  Coii^- 
pany  as  principals,  but  to  fuffcr  that  conviftion  to 
acquire  maturity  and  vigour  among  the  natives,  ra!* 
ther  fi'om  the  general  tenor  of  their  actions,  than 
"^^  from 


I  . 


iram  any  ftrenuoiju  and  poAuve  a^eition  qf  tjbdi' 

figbt. 

Tiife  prind|>les»  jthp  fuc^fi^rcjj  the  objpfts,  w(| 

^li^fies  of  goyecnmcfxt^  werje  cpnfjpc^uemly  no 
longpr  the  (aine.  ^V bilf  the  qative  oiQrahj^  weffi 
ija  autjiority^  nptwithltan.ding  their  general  depra- 
vity of  maonerSf  it  was  but  a  few  of  the  worft  who 
dared  to  introduce  any  fnpoyations  in  tyranny. 
Tbe  defpotifoi  lAfhich  ^ben  prevailed  throughout  the 
empire^  was  ODe.e;(jt^bliihed^  invariable,  well-knowa 
fy/lem^  founded  io  fnaxi.m^  originating  in  the  ha- 
bits of  rtl^e  peoplcj  ian^oned  by  a  religion  adapted 
to  the  circum^t^c.es  o^  the  country^  and  tranf« 
giiued,  wij^QMt  any  aif  terial  alteration^  .Uirou^  f 
long  X^icceffiqp  of  ages.  The  higher  ranks  onljT 
yfpTC  obnotxious^  frpni  tjtxcyr  weaith  or  their  in^flu- 
cficej  ^  the  jtflq\^fy  ffjr  ppprqffion  of  fuperiors. 
X;he  Uborious  peafaqts,  mechanics,  or  manufac^ 
lurersj  were  in  genersd  exempted  from  the  in-- 
trigueSy  the  altercations,  and  the  quarrels  of  their 
^fpe^ve  in2^€;rs,  and  often  followed  their  humble 
occupations  f(itho^t  u^oleftatioii,  while  the  chief- 
tains .^ound  ;M^^m  ^rere  deeply  engaged  in  the 
^ai|l)^ft  feu^s.  v^nd  jt  yas  no  unconainon  (pec- 
tacle,  ;in  thefe  periods  of  oriental  fimplicity,  to  fee 
the  fanner  ploughing  in  one  field,  while  the  battle 
niged  in  another/  ^he  Yjilue  of  political  infti- 
(utions  can  be  (ftiq^ated  only  ,by  that  degree  of  ge<« 
nei^l,profp^rity»  jand  internail,pea€e,  .which  they  ^e 
(alcyljLCed  to  cofifer,  eflabUfh,  or  prote6t.  To  thefe 
primary  and  eflential  pbje^b  of  all  good  govern-^ 
l^ent,  the  numerous  innovatipas  why;h  di£crimi<- 
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hated  the  Britifli  power  in  Bengal,  had  no  refoi 
rence.  The  miferable  natives  were  defended 
againft  foreign  invafion  or  depredation,  merely  for 
the  purpofe  of  fecuring  to  the  fervants  of  the  Com- 
pany a  monopoly  in  the  trade  of  dotneftic  cruelty 
and  oppreffion.  Intoxicated  by  the  elevated  fitu- 
ation  to  which  they  were  raifed,  the  violent  mea* 
fures  they  purfued,  like  diCeafes  which  prey  on  the 
vitals,  were  at-firft  attended  with  fymptoms  of  ap- 
proaching diffolution.  By  obtruding  on  their  new 
dominions  various  diforders,  under  the  pretext  of 
neceffary  reform,  they  violated  the  venerable 
•forms  of  antiquity,  and  fuperfeded  eftablifhmeilts 
and  ufages  which,  from  time  immemorial,  the 
Hindoos  had  been  accuftomed  to  treat  witji  refpeft. 
And  thus  a  government  took  place,  calculated  in 
the  firft  inftance  to  promote  extortion  and  rapacity, 
iind  in  the  objeft  and  operation  of  which,  the  cha- 
jaftcr  and  happinefs  of  the  people  at  large  had  n& 
ft^^re. 

Of  this  extraordinary  fyftem  no  other  account 
can  be  given,  thatiHhat  it  originated  in  the  mere 
contingency  of  mercarttile  enterprifc/  Nothing 
limilar,  at  leaft,  xan  be  found  in  the  inventions  or 
fpeculations  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  among 
Gothic  or  civilized  nations.  It  was  a  fpecies  of  ab^ 
folute  delegation,  in  which  the  conftitucnt  body  rfc* 
ferved  no  authority  which  could  operate  as  a  check 
on  the  ufurpation  or  abufes  of  their  reprefentativcr. 
It  was  radically  and  eflentially  defeftive,  as  with: 
put  a  faculty  of  legiflation,  and  without  intereft  in 
X^e  CQj;ifequences,  it  rjotqnly  poffeffed>  but  umted 
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Iboms  levied  on  almoft  every  ftiticle  of  Iife»  and 
iutjjed  to  iofioit^  variation,  from  faring  of  excli»> 
jEkve  privilegesj  or  vhkh  have  annexed  to  them 
iCcrtaiB  moivopolies ;  and  from  fines  <>r  forfeitures 
impofed  on  the  natives  for  every  fpecies  of  mifde- 
joeanor^  and  by  every  Banyan  in  the  employ  <^ 
the  Eoglilh.  The  aggregate  fum  accumulated  by 
<b^  united  produce  of  thefe  refources  mud  be  im- 
.QsenCe.  Under  a  government  abfolutely  military^ 
aoiong  a  people  wbofe  chief  chara^eriftics  are 
.fimplicityt  timidity,  and  fuperftition,  and  where 
4here  was  .no  law  to  guard  the  helplefs,  or  awe  the 
iyraniiical,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  what  dreadful 
imiJcments  of  opprefiion  thefe  feveral  branches  of 
finance  would  become.  It  was  the  interefl  of  thofe 
who  hired  the  grqui^  of  the  Ck)mpany  only  for  a 
year,  to  reduce  the  price  of  labour  as  much  as 
foSSblc^  and  without  regarding  futurity,  command 
ihe  gixateft  produce  in  their  power.  The  inevi- 
table coi^fi^uence  was  imperceptible ;  ruin  to  the 
SoSl,  (he  ryot,  the  zimindar,  and  the  revenue. 
The  demands  of  thofe  who  colleded  the  duties 
.  were  in  every  diftrift  and  village  enforced  by  par- 
ties of  armed  men*  Indeed,  whoever  had  any 
ihare  in  tliat  ^eat  duin  of  dependence  and  fubor^ 
din^ision^  >rhi<;b  the  Ck>mpany  had  inftituted  in  this 
new. empire,  coi^dered  himfelf  as  entitled  to  the 
privilege  of  mal-creating  the  wretched  inhabitants, 
in  proportion  to  his  fituation  in  the  fervice.  Of 
the  infinite  contributions  raifed  in  thefe  devoted 
f>rovinces,  the  ihare  brought  to  the  Company's  ac* 
count  was,  however,  but  trivial ;   though-  in  the 
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general  tenor  of  their  orders,  they  have  ufually 
(hewn  more  anxiety  to  fwell  their  revenues  than  to 
benefit  the  public.  Thefe  are  the  emphatic  Vords 
of  one  of  their  fervants  to  another  ♦. — ••  By  the 
^'  eftablifhed  mode  of  coUeftion,  the  agreement  h 
^*  never  obferyed  between  the  coile€tor  and  the 
^*  tenant.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  whenever  die 
f  former  knows  that  the  Utter  has  made  any  gain, 
^*  he  furely  feizes  it,  nofwithftanding  the  agree-' 
ment  being  juftly  paid.  By  thefe  means  all  in- 
duftry  is  checked,  ^nd  all  confidence  deftroyed; 
"  and  neither  labourer,  farmer,  coUeftor,  and  to 
"  upwards  to  the  fpujedarc^  having  any  truft  in 
^^  each  other,  it  has  made  the  whole  a  chain  of 
f  rogues  and  plunderers." 

Mahommed  Reza,  the  oftenfible  minifter  of 
finance,  ftudied  the  charafter  of  his  matters.  He 
knew  the  influence  of  money.  Poflefled  of  talents 
for  bufinefs,  ^n  accurate  difcernment  of  men  iti 
aftive  life,  and  a  genius  for  all  the  refin^ent  and 
obliquities  of  the  deepeft  intrigue,  his  fituation  gave 
Iftim  thf  command  of  treafures,  and  he  applied 
them  with  dexterity,  in  accomplifhing  ^t  qncc  hi5 
interett  and  ambition.  His  addrefs  in  conciliate 
^ng  friendfhips  was  irrefiftiblq.  In  penfions  and 
prefents  among  |ii$  dependents  and  abettors,  Kis 
annual  difburfements  amounted  to  nearly  half  a 
^pillion  fterling.  The  place  of  the  Company's  refi- 
flent  at  the  cour^  of  the  fubah,  was  equal,  at  leaft^ 

» 
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to  one  handred  "ami  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a-year. 
Xtne  cxtbrtions  which  thefe>  immenfe  levies  occa*- 
fioned,  fubjeded  the  miferable  inhabitants  to  a  fe* 
^es  of  the  moft  wanton  cruelties.  The  emiffaries 
of  tyranny  and  exadion>  allifted  by  felefl  parties 
of  military^  fuddenly  overfpread  and  ravaged  the 
country  far  and  near.  In  vain  did  the  weaver^  the 
tiller  of  ground,  the  handicraft,  and  the:  petty 
trader,  accufe  their  oppreflbrs,  or  demand  a  redrefs 
of  their  wrongs,  whilft  the  intimate  friends  of  the 
aggreffors,  or  the  aggreflbrs  themfelves,  prefided 
in  every  cdurt  to  which  they,  could  apply/  They 
appealed  to  Britiih  juftice,  but  were  inltantly  re- 
manded back  to  the  tribunals  of  the  natives,  where 
the  judge  was  not  only  a  party  in  the  caufe,  but 
highly  incenfed  again  ft  them,  for  daring  to  betray 
a  fufpicion  of  bis  integrity,  by  lodging  their  com- 
plaints before  his  fup^riors.  The  men  who  pre- 
fided in  thefe  proftituted  courts,  were  the  fmnmary 
executioners  of  the  partial  and  arbitrary  mandatt  s 
of  a  monfter,  whofe  unbounded  avarice,  not  only 
fteeled  his  heart  againft  every  acceflion  of  huma- 
ni^,  but  at  once  tempted  and.  enabled  him  tp 
bribe  the  indulgence  and  connivance  of  his  em- 
ployers^ ^hat  be  might  thus  riot  in  the  cataftrophp 
of  his  country.  Hiftory,  averfe  to  record  the  bar- 
barities which  marked  his  depredations,  on  the  cot- 
tages of  the  poor,  could  wifh,  for  the  honour  of 
the  fpecies,  to  confign  th^m,  with  their  author,  to 
€^livion.  The  whole  executive .  power  being  en- 
trufted  with  higi,  for  fubftantiating  the  pecuniary 
cxpedations  of  the  Company,  plunder  became  t^e 
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prihci|)2|I  otjeft  of  his  attention.  The  feitAcw  had 
rio  iritereft  i|i  their  farms  above  k  year.    That  pe- 
riod comprehended  all  their  ciiktvation  and  exer* 
lion.    The  rents  *^ere  anavoid'aWy  rdttfed  to  antics^ 
{ikte  the  eaiger  demands  of  iaivarice.     The  V/iWthfed 
inhabitants  fiibmittcd  with  uriicdriijuerable  patiendfe 
?6Wery  Tpeclei  of  indignity  and  outrage^  irilHO^ 
Yhan  felinquifh  their  hbufehold '^dds.  Or  the  fcoA 
Which  their  ahceft6rs  occupied.     lEvery  year  fli^ 
tiecame  the  property  of  new  mafters.     Their  6p- 
^feffibns  only  were  iiot   ^hanged,    becaufe  ih^ 
iotild  not  be  increafed.     THefe  jJetty tyrants  ifferfe, 
in  their  turn,  reduced  to  participate  ih  "the  filfleir- 
ingsof  their  laws,  arid  felt,  theiiiKlVes,  4n  exccfe'Sr 
that    rigour  which  tHey  had  fo  often   inflided. 
JWiny  Ytrt  daily  and  openly  tied  ahd Tcourgedlikfe 
"felons,  at  a  Hake.  The  ftreets  and  Iqufel-esbf  Moor- 
IhVdabad  refounded  with  their  clamours.    Nm  k 
Tew  expired  in  agonies  under  the  lalh.    OtBcrt, 
\iriven  to  defpair,  abandoned  the' ctnintry,  iht^dH 
*fef  that  lenity  abroad  which  they  eouM  ho  lohgeV 
enjoy  at  home.     Thofe  who  Turvived  the  rod  6S 
^bppreffiop  atid  remained,  were  di^^rfved  of  ffieir 
>i,  "and  Vaft  traBs  of  the  tnoft  fertile  land  ihthe 
Vortd  inftantly  became  Wafte.     It  \vas  at  the  fioSw 
Iditie  ftrentroiu'fly  urged,  that  the  reventies  6f  dio 
Com'paniy  ought  tQ  futfe'r  np 'dimTntition,  ifjotwftfc- 
'IJlatrdirtg  the  increafing  poverty  atfd  ^epopuktiob 
*ipf  tlie  cdqtitiy. 

<PlTe  fyft^m  of  Gottrtnerbc  ^itfitl  Yegulatten  cfta, 
t^liftied'tiy'  the  Tdea  cdiWffittce,  trnder  the  govern- 
rijeM  pfXoyd'ttiVfea^^^td'flie  Company's  Ter- 
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yaiit^  asid  aU  their  viarfoas  Creatures  in  the  coun^ 
try  diftrid^  in  one  blacky  bloody,  and  indiflblublc 
ftfibciatibn  agidnft  the  inhabitants.  Their  agents 
Ifor  nntDaging  the  infamd  trade  repaired  without 
flcfla^  to  their  re^Qive  fituations.  The  deputies 
cf  merchants*  who  were  foldiers  and  conquerors 
kt  the  fame  time,  feized*  at  otie  ftroke,  on  all 
^le  neceffaries  of  life.  This  daring  and  tnifcbiev*- 
oos  monopoly,  gave  them  an  immediate  and  full 
ccmniand  of  the  nativeis,  who  were  without  remedy 
or  appeal^  as  the  figtme  fet  of  men  who  fqrmed  the 
Islan,  and  carried  it  into  execution*  were  foverejgm 
-of  the  country.  Salt*  beetle-nut^  and  tobacco^ 
veife  dealt  out  for  money  in  the  firft  inftance*  af- 
iierwards  for  goods*  and  then  for  alikioft  evdry  fpe- 
cies  of  pi^<^rty  which  could  be  realized.  The 
cruelties  exerted  in  extorting  the  inveftmelics  (torn 
she  ratou&dtir^rs*  wete  fo  exquifite  and  iiitoler- 
aUe*  ^fpecially  among  thofe  in  the  filk  bufine(f# 
that  imUvkibals  have  been  known  to  cut  off  thek 
ihuihbs,  and  othefwife  mai^le  and  mutilate  thefii- 
ielvea,  that  they  might  not  be  c&mpetled  to  a  fpe- 
d^  of  labour  which  expofed  tbem  to  fo  much  in- 
convenience and  diftrefsv/ 

The  government  of  B^ngat  bad  i^ow  to  (umifii 
a  trifalite  to  the  king*  a  falary  to  the  nabob*  and  a 
•revenue  to  the  Comply.  The  taxes  of  every  kind 
were,  therefore*  demafifded  by  the  agencs  of  Ae 
treafory  With  more  than  ufual  eagern^fs.  The 
natboib*  Afokic  to  yield  protefiion  to  his  haplels 
fiibjefib^  was*  ilotwithftanding*  impdriuned  from 
nK^miM  4iH  nkht  witb^^esr  MlHieyDus  Ge»plaints» 
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Thofe  only  who  pofleffed  the  power  to  reftraiit, 
connived  at  oppreflion.  The  projeftors  of  thefe 
violent  me.afure«  were  fatisfied  that  the  evil  did  not 
€xiii  among  them,  and  winked  at  the  crimes  of 
petty--  offenders,  that  their  refentment  might  fall 
<he  heavier  on  more  elevated  and  exemplary  de-. 
linquents.  And  the  ruthlefs  pillager  of  villages  and 
farms,  either  purchafed  his  impunity  by  dividing 
the  fpoil  with  his  fuperiors,  or  fell  a  vi£dm  to  the 
power  he  abufed,  and  was  himfelf  plundered,  vrith 
as  little  mercy  as  he  had  fiiewn  to  others.  The 
fervants  of  the  Company  fet  out  upon  the  plan  of 
accumulating  fortunes  only  by  proxy;  but  no 
fooner  was  it  apparent  that  oppreflion  bad  nothing 
to  fe^r  from  juftice,  than  they  a6ied  without  di&- 
guife,  and  became  open  oftenfible  principals  in 
viokncie  and  rapslcity. 

One  of  the  mod  powerful  principles  to  the  ope- 
ration of  which  we  owe  our  profperity  in  that  un- 
fortunate country,  was,  the  good  opinion  generally 
entertained  by  the  natives  of  the  faimefs  and  im- 
partiality  of  our  laws.  They  naturally  contrafted 
the  privileges  of  EngUflimen,  under  a  free  confti-> 
tution,  with  their  own  hereditary  vaflalage  and  de<i 
pendende.  They  heard,  with  admiration  and  ap- 
plaufe^  that  the  Britifh  government  protefted  every 
individual  in  all  his  perfonal  and  relative  rights; 
that  neither  the  prince,  his  nobles,  or  his  foldiers 
of  any  denomination  whatever,  could  wreft  any 
part  of  his  property  from  him ;  that  men  in  all  cafes 
were  judged  by  their  equals ;  and  that  the  rank  of 
ihe  aggreflbr,  inftead  of  entitling  him  to  exemption, 

only 
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gnAy  raifed  him  to  exemplary  punilhment.  Thefe 
impreiSons  difpofed  great  numbers  of  the  natives 
to  favour^  and  in  many  inftances  to  facilitate  our 
territorial  acquifitions.  With  hopes  of  changing 
for  the  better^  they  rejoiced  at  our  profperity^  and 
imagined  the  introdudion  of  our  laws  and  cuftoms 
would  certainly  follow  our  power.  They  were 
foon,  however,  and  fatally  undeceived.  The  mo- 
ment we  got  polTeffion  of  the'  government,  orders 
were  ifllied  that  leafes  and  civil  contra£b  were  all 
to  be  made  void  on  a  day ;  that  a  few  perfons  only, 
known  to  be  generals  in  the  army,  impofed  duties 
on  neceffaries,  to  one  third  <^  their  value;  and 
that  their  new  mailers  had  taken  things  of  daily 
life  into  their  own  hands,  to  fell  as 'they  pleafed* 

But  what  refources  were  adequate  to  the  avidity 
of  avarice.  The  certainty,  the  eafe,  and  the  rapi- 
dity of  making  fortunes,  are  all  objects  of  feparate 
confideration  with  adventurers.  The  fervants  6f 
the  Company,  anxious  to  return  in  fplendour  to 
their  native  country,  deemed  all  thefe  modes  6f 
enriching  themfelves  tedious  and  unfatisfaftory. 
The  numerous  monopolies  eftaUiflied  in  their  fa- 
vour were  ftill  difproportionate  to  their  expe£la« 
fions.  Their  next  expedient  was  therefore  to  cot- 
le£l  the  rice  into  (lores  or  magazines.  -  Aware  that 
the  Gentoos  would  rather  die  than  violate  the 'pre- 
cepts of  their  religion'  by  eating  fleih,  they  were 
fure  of  receiving  what  price  they  pleafed  for  a 
commodity  thus  eflential^  to  exiftence.  The  inha- 
bitants faw  the  fituation  to  which  they  were  redu- 
ced with  ^rief  ARd  horror.     Fanners  finding  thdr 

«Pp» 
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jtfopv  at  the  difpolal  of  others^  cultivated  tl;(|e)f 
/arms  with  iiKliffereace.  This  pro4uccjd  fcajrcity^ 
Mand  circumfcribed  the  roonopoLy.  The  peopif 
Jived  OKI  iQOts,  a^d  focHi  to  which  th(^y  had  nofL 

been  accuftomed.  Sicknefs  and  cpidemiqal  com- 
jptaints  of  various  kinds  every  wh^re  prevaile4f 
.^E^  converted  the  whole  country  into  oAe  prpdi- 
4^ioiis  hofpital.  Frovilions  increafed  in  value  m 
;piDportian  as  they  diminilHed  in  quantity.  Tb^ 
'laborious  poor»   whofe  circumftances  are  always 

foificiently  hardj  were  the  iirft  whofe  fituation  ex- 
;rpofed  them  to  thefe  accumulated  diftrefles.  Manjr 
.died  befQce  any  fuftenance  could  be  obtained  c^r 

adminiftered.     ^fui  in  fome  diftrifb  the  living 

wenpe  fo  debilils^ed  by  difeale  and  .want,  that  the 
\(di^fSiA  wef e  even  fuffered  to  remain  anburi^d. 

All  ihis^  however^  was  but  the  beginning  of  m|* 
'Sfixy.    The  wretched  inhabitants  of  B^pgal  (beoi 

only  to  have  <furv^ved  the  /courge  of  delpotifia{is 

•that  the  wrath { of  heaven  might  fweep  theqi  to4f* 
> ftrui^op  in muldtudes.     Such  i^s  ^hefertijity ^f  tl^ 

IqiI^  and  fo  genital  the  ciiipaxe  of  this  country^  t]i|git 
^  every  year ^is  blefied.with  two  crops.  Their  litfle 
.barveil^  ^hich  confifls  of  fo^U  grain^  happens  ya 
.(April;  aud  their  great. one>  :COi)liitii)g  folcly  pf 
.nee.  happens  i|)  O^ob^r.  Thefe  difierent  pro- 
.  du^jS^s  are  o.wing  to  the « rains,  which  generally 
...cpipinence  .in  Ai:^uft>  apd  continue  nearly  three 

.months,  .^y  a.ftrong  droughty  whicli  eichau/^d 
^Xk^  fields  of  moijjUire^ :  and  converted  the  moft  ir- 

inigMOus  plains  iiup  bivAy  deferts^ .  there  was  a  £itl« 
.  {4^iAthejgr^tj;^[rveft  of  1.7^^^  in  (hp  lit|^ 
t  •  one 
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«be  of  1 770.  And  fo  gmeraOi  mnd  exienfive  wmt 
this  failure^  that  tiotwkhftanAing  a  very  confider^ 
^le  growth  of  -rice  on  the  higher  gromrd»>  the  ag« 
gregate  produce  'was  >fcy  no  means  lidequate  io  tb^ 
«Km(iiinptiQn  of  the  natives. 

Famine  was  no  wKrommon  <calamitjr  in  this  im* 
provident  country ;  but  the  favatge  ^rit  of  mono- 
poly co-op^ting  with  the  hoftile  elements^  occa«- 
fioned  fuch  fcenes  of  exquifitc  anxiety  and  iibnror 
as  were  even  new  to  Indians*  In  every  age  and 
nation  there  are  individuals  attrocious  enough  fi» 
improve  the  public  ruin  to  their  own  etnoluiaent. 
It  was  unfortunately  not  the  lot  of  Bengal  to  be 
under  tbe  dire6iion  of  men  at  that  time  diftingui&- 
«d  by  their  humanity.  The  feafon  pfognofiicateA 
an  approaching  dearth^  and  the  agents  of  the  pv&- 
£<Iency,  in  tlieir  fobordinate  fa3ories,  fuperintend^ 
Ing  the  cuftoms  or  managing  the  provincial  reve- 
nues, were,  in  cdnfequence.of  fheir  reipeftive 
fituations^  as  early  and  aiBduous  as  poflible  in  the 
purchafe  of  rice.  The  profits  in  this  odious  and 
ilagifious  traffic  were  fo  enoitoous  and  imftiediate. 
that  a  gentleman  ftatloned  at  the  comt  of  the  na- 
"bob^  who  before  this  tnemorable  period  was  known 
io  be  utterly  without  property^  inftantly  after  the 
faniine,  is  faid  to  have  tranfmitted  about  fixty 
ibouGauid  pounds  to  Europe. 

The  Uack  merchants  depofited  all  the  rice  they 
could  buy  from  tUe  Engllfli  in  the  granaries  about 
'Calcutta,  where  it  was  parcelled  out  to  the  ifthabi- 
tantt  in  the  finalleft  quantities^  and  Where^  in  con- 
{»iuence  of  a  dreadful  fire  wiicfa  happened  in  the 

mo&tb> 
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months  of  April  and  May,  raoft  of  it  was  ddlroy • 
ed.  This  frefli  calamity  was  a  new  advantage  to 
fhe  monopoly,  as  the  value  of  what  remained  was 
by  that  means  coniiderably  enhanced-.'^omplaints 
the  molt  refpeftfiil,  the  moft  fubmifiive,  and  at  tho 
fame  time  the  mod  affe£ling  and  urgent,  w^re  dai- 
ly reiterated  at  the  Durbar  and  the  Prefidency.— 
But  the  intereft  of  the  aggreflbrs  was  too  power- 
ful, both  in  the  one  and  the  other,  to  be  fh^kofi* 
by  the  feeble  voice  of  fuffering  innocenc9.  Th« 
nabob  had  no  influence  but  what  was  derived  from 
the  board,  and  the  board,  wherever  a  contefttook 
place  between  their  emiffaries  and  the  natives,  were 
biafled  by  a  thoufand  confiderations  to  give  judgo-* 
ment  without  any  regard  to  humanity  or  impar- 
tiality. 

While  many  of  the  Englilh  beheld  with  admiw 
ration  a^d  forrow  the  relentlefs  fufierings  of  the 
patient  Indian^  the  council  at  Calcutta  were  rou- 
zdd  from  their  indolence  by  the  critical  fituatioii 
into  which  riiefe  melancholy  circumftances  barf 
plunged  thdm.  They  fent  into  all  the  varioais  dit 
trifts  under  their  government,  to  purchafe  what- 
ever rice  could  be  found  on  the  Company's  ac- 
count, and  even  feized  the  cargoes  on  the  riy^. 
This  they  publickly  retailed,  at  the  rate  of  between 
fifteen  and  twenty  pounds  for  a  rupee;  The\r 
principal  attehtioii,  however,  was  to  the  preferva-^ 
tion  of  their  own  workmen  at  the  fbrtifitations,) 
which  were  then  conftruftmg.  And  it  was  n#t 
without  fome  difficulty  that  thc^bazers  or  marjcets 
were  furnifhed  with  a  few  maunds>  or*>gaantpties 

whichi 
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vbich  meafure  about  eighty  pounds;^  to  ahfwer  u» 
part  the  urgent  demands  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
nabob  and  feveral  omrahs  about  his  courts  as  well 
as  other  wealthy  families  in  Moodhedabad^  difplay- 
cd  the  moft  humane  and  princely  munificence^  by 
diftributing  rice  to  the  needy  gratis^  until  their  re- 
^dive  granaries  were  exhaufted. 

No  looner  were  thefe  liberal  refources  at  an  end 
than  the  natives  poured  down  upon  Calcutta  in 
prodigious  and  refiftlefs  multitudes.  The  ftreets 
were  inftantaneouily  «ovefed  and  incommoded^ 
and  ail  the  .lanes  and  avenues  which  lead  to  the 
palaces  of  the  wealthy  glutted  by  fwarms  of  (a« 
inifhed  Indians^  who^  writhing  in  the  agonies  of 
want  and  defpair,  imputed  all  their  miferies  to 
avarice^  and  imprecated  with  their  laft  breath  a 
deluge  of  curfes  op  the  heads  of  their  murderers  J  < 

In  vain  were  the  doors  of  the  rich  and  power* 
(ul  barricadoed  and  proteded  againft  the  ihockin^ 
unceremonious  intrufion  of  ftarving  men,  by  guards 
of  armed  fipoys.  The  powerful  requifitions  of  nar 
ture  put  an  end,  for  the  prcfent,  to  all  the  exterior 
ibrms  of  decency.  Every  new  fpace  was  explored^ 
poflefled^  and  defended,  with  an  anxiety  propor- 
tionate to  the  hopes  of  life,  or  alleviation  which  it 
afforded.  And  wretches  grappling  with  hunger 
and  d^feafe,  and  even  calling  upon  death  for  that 
i|elief  which  no  other  power  would  beftow,  were 
not  to  b?  intimidated  by  the  fpear  or  the  bay- 
onet. 

All  over  the  city,  and  in  the  adjacent  villages 

and  plains^ .  promifcuoiis  crouds  bending  double^ 

witji 
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with  their  ftonsachs  contraded  to  their  back-hcmei^ 
were  feen  fainting  and  ftruggling  under  a  prefiuie 
of  intolerable  anguifti^  quietly  relinquiihing  a  life 
thus  imfaittered  by  forrow^  fupplicating  every  paff 
fenger  to  have  mercy  upon  them,  lifting  up  their 
fad  and  languifiiing  eyes  to  Heaven  in  defpon^ 
dency,  exerting  their  laft  remains  of  ftrenjgth,  in 
ibothing  whom  they  were  not  able  to  fave,  or  ex- 
hibiting all  the  various  expreflions  of  human  paff 
fion»  in  a  condition  the  moft  affliding  that  can  b^ 
conceived.  The  whole  country  ecchoed  with  tfa« 
groans,  and  teemed  with  the  fpedrcs  of  thofe  who 
were  ready  to  die.  The  cottages,  the  villages^ 
Itnd  even  many  of  the  market  and  manufa&uiing 
towns,  unable  to  fuftaiii  their  inhabitants,  were  de^- 
ferted  and  made  defolate.  ^^^faminc  duove  theni 
fron)  their  homes  in  (hoals,  like  fheep  to  the 
fiaughter.  The  fields,  the  roads,  and  all  places  of 
public  intercourfe,  prefented  the  eye  with  nothing 
but  groups  of  thefe  forlorn  creatures,  pale,  meagre^, 
cmadated,  and  ghaftlyy  Some  abfolutely  worn  .out 
with  want  and  fatigue,  here  and  there  dropt  dowp, and 
ilretched  thenifelves  at  full  length,  in  expe^ti<Mi 
of  immediate  difiolution.  Others  fcarce  able  to  drag 
their  bodies  from  place  to  place,  were  yet  wan* 
dering  up  and  down  in  a  ftate  of  mournful  flupi^ 
dity,  regardlefs  where  they  went  or  what  tbey.eiv 
dured. 

It  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  that  earnefl  and  pain* 
ful  anxiety  with  which  the  young  and  the  afiivc 
Tcrambled  for  the  boon  prefented  by  the  hand  of 
humanity,  or  that  wiftful  look  4^bich  accompanied 

the 
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fii^  di£ippomtineiit  of  the  aged  and"  th^  impotent; 
weie  indft  afieditigf  Multitudes  flotked  aroutuf 
eveiy  while  ma^i^  v^o  afp^roached  themy  tod  not^ 
viiUtafldiiig.  their  lipid  mtDdsr  atid'meek  gianhersj 
in  piieoitt  or  fipand^  accenfii  itnpiored  his  fympathv 
or  urged  Us  aifManice.  Ixx  diefe  di&ftroud  cir- 
ci«nft»ices>.  and  among^  the  far  gceatef  Bumher,  all 
idttiyie  cbties  Were  for  the  tixne  fiiljpendedv  Indi^ 
nAvidis,  chieffly  engroffed  by  their  own  wanksy  werd 
utterly  incapable  of  attention  to  thbfe  of  others. 
(Mik^en  dderted  their  parents,  aftd  even  mothers^ 
drir  in£uit6^  who  were  obfenned  in  great  tiinhbei:^ 
exptring  on  the  breaft ;  while  many,  who  fiirvived 
die  authors  of  their  beings,  ftill  clung  with  deadly 
eai;eme&  to  chtife  clay-cold  bofbois  which  formerly 
afttfded  them  v^rnrtb  and  nouriibment:. 

There  was  not  a  comer  in  the  cityjoar  any  lurk* 
ing'placef  in  the  vicinity  o^  Calcutta,  where  the 
Kving,  the  dying,  and  the  dead,  were  hot  minted 
or  h^ped  together  in  melancholy  confafioti;  It 
vn&  iflipoffible  to  ftir  aWo'ad  on  bufmefs  or  recrea^ 
tfon,  whefe  thcfe' oflenfive  andnibrtifyin^a&cia''^^ 
tions  were  not  in  the  way.  The  daily  eniploy* 
tieiKof  hundreds  was  to  remove  the  dcaxf  ih*  pro* 
pottion-  as  tiiey  became  a  nui&nce  ia  the  livings 
Tfefc  in  cart-lbads,  and  without  any  funeral  or 
yeligiottjrobfeqtti6sy'  were  promiftuoufly  plunged  in* 
to  the  rivef, 

%  thk  incncafmg  and  prodigjtniis  mortality,  not- 
^thftanding^the  moft  conftant  attentions  to  decen^ 
ty  and  cleanKnefs,  Che  town  and.fuburbs  were  fo^ 
«HH:h  infcfted,  thaty  from  the  raging  heat  of  ihc 
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weather^  the  foul  congregation  of  viapours  which 
inceflantly  afcended  from  the  unburied  dead»  and 
the  torid  or  intemperate  flace  of  the  atmofphere^  a 
peftilentiat  influenza  was  generally  and  ferioufiy 
apprehended.  Fortunately  an  extraordinary  flock 
of  carnivoroas  birds,  animals^  and  vermin,  were 
allured  from  their  faftnefles  and  their  folitudes  by 
the  putrefaQion  of  the  fcene.  The  water  of  the 
Ganges  become  lothfome  and  corrupt  from  the 
loads-  of  dead  bodies  which  it  daily  received.  Poric, 
geefe,  ducks,  and  every  fpeeies  of  pcovifion,  fat* 
tened  by  fubftanees  thus  grofs  and  abhonent^  were 
avoided  as  poifonous.  The  fiih  in  the  river  were 
noxious,  and  even  fometimes  fatal  to  thofe  who 
cat  them.  Mutton,  which  could  hardly  be  obtain- 
ed at  any  price,  became  the  only  food  which  could 
be  enjoyed  with  fafety  or  fatisfaftion. 

Dtfeafes  every  where  broke  out,  and  multiplied 
in  proportion  to  tlie  violence  with  which  ^  famine 
raged.  Many  whom  plenty  exempted  from  the 
exquifitc  pangs  of  want,  natives  as  well  as  foreign* 
ers,  unable  to  fupport  their  fpirits  under  the  in« 
creafmg  preflurc  occafioned  by  fucb  an  awfiil  co- 
incidence of  afili8ing  circumftances,  were  Uteralljr 
the  martyrs  of  their  own  apprehenfions.  No  lan- 
guage can  fuf&ciently  exhibit  the  fudden  and  uni- 
verfal  deftrudion  produced  by  the  ravages  of  thefe 
calamities.  It  was  as  if  England,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  weeks,  fliould  lofe  one  half  of  her  inhabit 
lants.  Above  three  millions  of  people  are  faid  ta 
have  tkpn  pcriftied  for  want  of  fuilenaace ! 

Thi» 
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This  famine  isf  an  qxKh  in  the  hiflory  of  Bengal 
which  fliall  pefj^uMCj  while  the  #oHd  lafts,  ^e 
linffter  genitis  of  mercantile  policy^  and  record^  be« 
yohd  the  ravages  of  time,  to  what  a  {hocking  eXf 
cefr  the  outrages  of  avarice  have  bec^'  extended 
agaioft  all  that  is  moft  facred  and  inviolable  ih  the 
rights  of  humanity !  What  muft  be  the  fedihgs  of 
thofe  monfters  ih  whofe  fordid  adventure  this  me- 
morable cataftrophe  originated  ?  Who  would  pur* 
^bafe  even  the  Indies  at  the  fh'ocking  expehce  of 
being  thus  haunted  through  life;  by  the  gbofts  of 
tfkurdef ed  million^  f* 

It  might  have  bc^n  expeded  that  government, 
to  alleviate  the  confequence^  of  fo  general  a  mis- 
fertime^  would  have  adopted,  with  a  promptitude 
fuited  to  the  occafion,  fomt  ftrong  and!  fpirited 
meafures ;  that  thofe  whofe'  ^eulations  had  contri* 
buted  to  enhance  the  price  or  dimtnifh  the  quanti- 
ty of  pibvifions^  would  have  been  csdled  to  a  ftrift 
account ;  that  an  immcdiaie  ftop  Sf^Ould  have  been 
pot  to  the  prodigious  send  avowed  exports  of  pri- 
vate dealers ;  that  the  deftihation  of  the  Compa- 
ny's ftips  would  have  been  changed,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring fea9  traverfed  \ti  fearch  of  fuftenance;  and 
that  earned  app)icatibn  would  have  btcn  made  to 
att  the  countries  in  India  for  whatever  fuppliesr 
could  have  been  procured  under  the  preffure  of  fo 
public  an  exigence.  VRut  inftead  of  thefe  faadable 
and  urgem  exertions,  we  are  only  informed  of  the 
ioHowing  order  for  ftoppagcs  to  he  made  out  of 
certain  ftipends-  on  accotiPnt  of  the  faitnxneJ*' 

♦  See  Bengal  Sclcft  Confultalions  of  Mav-28,  1770. 
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It  appearing  to  the  Committee  highly  oecefl 
fary  and  reaToxiable  ^at  the  trihijite  fttpje94s» 
and  all  cxtraordinaiy  illues  whatever,  4^ould 
give  place  to  the  more  urgent  calls  of  govern- 
ment^  rtfohtd^  That  Mr.  BeccheTi  r.efidept  at* 
^^  the  Durbar^  be  4ircQed  to  with-hold  at  ieaft 
thirty  lacks  from  the  tribute  and  other  allowan- 
ces, between  this  period  and  the  17th  of  OQck 
ber>  fo  that  the  receipts  and  dilburfements  may« 
**  have  fome  proportion  to  each  other:  That  he  bp. 
**  informed^  >vith  the  afTiftance  of  this  referved  fiim^ 
we  expefl  he  will  continue  to  pay  the  irOQps^ 
garrifon,  and  aU  other  qharges  of  his  d^peyt- 
"  mentj  the  civil  ai)d  military  charges  of  the  pre-* 
*<  fidency  being  the  utmoft  whi/[;h  can  be  defrayed 
'*  from  the  treafury  at  QaJcuHa/' 

Thcfc  orders  were  accordingly  tranftpittedi  in  a 
letter  to  the  refidcnt,  and  from  fueh  a  dreadful  vi- 
fitation  of  the  A)n;iighty4  it  was  naturi^I  to  hop<&. 
that  the  cuftomary  modes  of  pppreffion  (hoiUd  at 
lead  for  a  little  be  fufpended.  Infomc  places,  in^^ 
deed,  the  zemindars  and  &rmer$  were  exculed  a 
few  rupees  on  account  of  the  drought ;  but  the 
wretched  ryots,  who  managed  at  once  the  agri- 
culture and  manufafture  of  the  country,  were  re- 
manded to  their  talks  with  the  ufual  feverity,  and 
peremptorily  required  to  accomplifh  the  £ame.  kb* 
hour,  without  any  additional  emolument;  toculti- 
vatc  the  premifes  of  their  annual  nxafters,  vhilet^ 
their  own  continued  wafte ;  to  become  fil}c-windecs^ 
fpinners  and  weavers,,  and  to  yield  theic  goods  a( 
an  arbiir?ay  price ! 
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In  other  places,  the  cruel  extortion  by  forfei- 
ture was  ftill  exa3ed  with  all .  its  concomitant  cir- 
cumftances  of  rapacious  violence.  Thofe  fines 
were  even  fanned  as  part  of  the  rent-roll,  and  pro- 
ved an  infuperable  bar  to  induftr)',  by  occafion* 
ihg  that  appearance  of  poverty  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  diftri€b  fo  generally  afFe£led,  as  fome 
degree  of  fecurity  from  the  avarice  of  office,  and 
thus  preventing  fuch  as  had  money  from  an  open 
and  liberal  expenditure.  The  perfon  who  receiv- 
ed the  fine  was  himfetf  judge  of  the  delinquency, 
and  the  degree  of  the  penalty  to  be  inflifted; 
which  vfis  always  levied,  not  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  guilt,  but  the  circumftances  of  the 
guilty.  Theft  and  murder  were  compounded  at 
the  rate  of  four  or  five  rupees,  while  fornication 
and  wTtchcraft  were  puniflied  by  as  many  thou- 
iands.  Accufations^  which  in  other  countries  are 
nfually  confined  to  the  aged  and  impotent,  in  Bcn- 
^  generally  fell  on  the  rich  and  fubftantial. 

Notwithftanding  the  inordinate  intereft  of  money; 
chefyftematicimpofition  praflifcd  by  all  concerned' 
in  raifing  the  duties,  and  every  other  fpccies  of  op- 
preffion  which  fo  remarkably  diftinguiflied  the  va- 
rious operations  within  the  revenue  depart^ieht,  the' 
wrongs  of  the  inhabitants  were  ftill  unredreffed. 
Not  all  the  fufFerings  they  had  endured  from  the 
Qtmofl  feverities  of  nature  and  art,  could  foffeti  or 
humanize  their  hard-hearted  matters.  Though 
the  Company  received  for  the  fpace  of  ten  yearf 
an  annual  revenue  of  a  million  ahd  a  half  fterling< 
^rom  Bengal  y  though  over  and  above  that  enor- 

K3  mpus 
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pious  fum  this  pillaged  country  had  afforded  in  the 
iame  ipace  of  time^  upwards  of  nine  millions  to 
them  and  their  fervanu;  though  the  refources 
)iiFhich  had  furnifhed  all  this  treafurie  by  wars^  re- 
volutions, and  exafiipns  of  the  mod  deftru6tivc 
tendency,  yrere  obvioufly  impoverifhed ;  though  the 
inhabiit^ts  faw  no  end  to  the  demands  of  their  con-r 
queror^,  or  any  pojfibility  of  refitting  the  art  and 
force  with  which  thefe  demands  were  made; 
though,  in  confequence  of  all  their  accumulated 
piferies,  they  were  reduced  to  defpair,  ^nd  milli- 
ens  devoured  by  fapiine,  or  facrifiped  at  the  ruth- 
leis  fhrine  of  rap^ity,  the  Direflors,  in  their  ge- 
neral letter  of  April,  1771,  coolly  obferve,  that 
even  thi$  was  *'  a  tiipe  whep  every  poffible  mea- 
furie  fhould  be  adopted  for  availing  themfelves 
of  al)  the  advaiit^ges  which  they  had  in  pro- 
.1'  fpeft  from  the  poOeflipn  of  the  Dewannge." 

Nptwithilanding  all   the  variety  of  calamities 

which  jthpir  ipiquitous  meafures  had  brought  upon 

the  populous  an.d  flouriihing  provinces  of  Bengal, 

which,  in  the  Ihort  (pace  of  ten  years,  had  realiz* 

(rd  tQ  them  and  their  numerous  agents  above  twen- 

ty-fowr  ]pi)}ion§  fterjing,  and  which,  in  the  fame, 

time,  by  famin.e  and  the  peftileiice,  had  alfi:;  loft 

>vbatever  efpappd  the  r^vagps  of  war  apd  oppreiHon; 

from  a  country  involved  in  mifepi^s  of  fuch  a  mag* 

^itude  apd  extent,  ^  cppipany  of  Brjtifh  merchants 

naturally  and  deliberately  exprefs  the  mpft  ardent 

defire  of  deriving  further  emolument !\/9f  all  the 

fyirannies  whiqh,  frotti  tirrie  to  timp,  hi^ve  infultect 

th^  feelinjgs,  and  trampled  on  the  rights  of  m^n, 

thof e 
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diofe  of  a  commercial  govenunent  have  proved 
the  moft  barbarous  and  implacableu/^  We  may  as 
rationally  expeft  the  moft  genial  and  delicious  fniiu. 
of  Afia  in  the  coldeft  cli)nates»  as  that  a  ge/iius^ 
equal  to  the  liberal  exercile  of  foveneignty^  fliould 
^ring  from  a  oounting-houfe.  The  great  and  com* 
plicated  machinery  of  political  fyftems  depend  not 
fiNT  the  fuccefs  or  ulumateperfeflion  of  its  multi- 
farious operations  on  fubtile  maxims  of  traffic^  or 
the  rigid  rules  of  arithmetic. 

From  the  war  with  Coflim  Ally  Cawn»  and  that 
powerful  confederacy  who  efpoufed  his  intereftj^ 
4he  military  on  the  Bengal  eftablifliment  had  been 
employed  on  no  a£live  iervice  of  material  confe* 
qoencc  to  the  general  af&urs  of  the  Company.  A 
confpiracy  among  the  Engliih  officers  in  the  three 
brigades  under  the  command  of  Lord  Clive^  while 
governor  and  prefident  of  the  council^  is  the  only 
important  tranfa6tion  in  which^  for  a  period  of  &• 
iseral  years,  they  were  diftinguifhed. 

To  render  the  Company's  revenue  efficient,  an  - 
abatement  in  the  various  chaigcs  incurred  by  the 
fcttlemeni  of  thefe  lucrative  provinces  became 
every  day  more  and  more  indifpenfible.     The 
gentlemen  in  ihc  army,  aware  of  their  own  confe- 
qu^ice  in  the  fervice,  and  deeming  their  fhare  in 
the  reform  by  much  the  heavieft,  agreed  among 
ihemfelves  to  unite  in  a  body,  and  aifert  their  own 
iBtereft.     Immemorial  ufage  entitled  them  to  an 
extraordinary  allowance  called  double  batta^  while  : 
on  field  duty.     This  additional  pa)&  being  not« 
thought  neceflary  under  a  peace^eftablifhment,  was : 

K4  ordered 
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ArilBred  to  be  vidn-held.  The  order  ^Rnbun^fiifiii; 
fbe  retrenchment  was  receive^  with  9-  ipedom  «- 
/i|uiercence»  liie  better  to  diiguife  the  feanimciit 
and  coyer  die  defign  it  ;occafiooed.  It  wa$  at  the 
luite  diuefdt  through  tiie  ivhole  samy  widi  a  sni^- 
jKire  of  the  mok  krious  mortification  and  refent*- 
flient.  \Confuitations  were  confeqiaendy  held  m 
every  battaifion^  an4  a  ^^eneral  corre^ndenoe 
jeftaWOied  among  all  fobordinat^  Britiih  officers  hi 
the  Company's  feryice.  They  coneeived  themr 
ielves  infulted  by  a  meafune^  which  rendered  them 
ptily  th^  inllruments  of  wealth  and  aggrandifement 
to  others,  and  thought  the  profeffion  degifarfed  by 
}ts  fubje&ipn  to  the  little  ploding  manisuvres  of  ^ 
xsercantile  board.  Jt  was  therefore  their  unniT 
jnous  reibtution  to  refign  their  commiilions  all  in 
pne  day>  ratheir  than  fubmh  tp  an  arrangement,  or 
jcnonni&.'eyith  a  circnimfiance  which  ^ery  man  k- 
gardedas  dtflionourable. 

This  extraordinary  coiphhiation  was  pianiKd 
widi  (agacity^  and  carried  pn  with  infinite  ^irit 
and  addrefe.  It  tranfpired,  however,  by  one  of 
thofe  trivial  accidents  which  no  penetration  can 
forefee  or  prevent,  and  which  often  defeats  the  beft 
formed  defigns*  A  drunkep  quarrel  divulged  th^ 
plot  and  expbfcd  the  confpiratpr^,  only  a  few  week$ 
prior  to  the  day  gf  general  refigtuuion.  Lor4(^ive 
haftened  to  the  cantonements  where  the  danger 
?^afi  moft  imminem,  and  where  he  found  fufficient 
employment  for  all  his  charaaeriftic  firmnefs  an4 
xnanagemeut^  Sir  Robert  Barker,  Colonel  Richard 
Smith,  and  Six  Robert  Fletcher,  commanded  at 

that 
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diat  time  tke  refpoElhne  brigades.  Tfaeir  eiceitioM 
in  concert  <widi  thofe  of  his  Lordfliip  aend  General 
iCamac,  fmed  tke  Company,  by  tecoveiing  the 
jdifctpline  of  k$  forces,  and  xcdiicing  them  to  a  ftate 
of  pennaiie&t  fnfaordinatkm  to  the  civil  power. 

This  had  undoubtedly  bees  one  great  and  pri« 

mary  objed  of  Loid  Clive's  government.     And 

no  nan  had  a  more  thorou^  acquanitance  with 

the  ambitious  views  of  viSorious  troops,  the  influ^ 

ence  deiived  from  their  ikuation,  and  the  enor* 

mous  {brtuoes  which  thofe  efpecially  in  command 

were  in  the  habit  of  accumulating.    The  Company 

and  die  nation  at  large  were  higMy  incenfed  by 

|fae  perpetxadon  of  foch  unexampled  tragedies  as 

bad  refuked  from  the  confpiracy  inftigated  by  his 

Ijordfliip,  his  perfidious  breach  of  a  moft  folemu 

treaty  with  the  lawful  foverdgn  of  die  country, 

hk  aothenticating  an  impofture  by  forging  the  name 

of  a  BrUilh  admird,  together  with  the  depofition 

and  murder  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  and  a  variety  of 

oiber  foul  txanfaftions.     Thefe  ¥^re,  the  abufes  of 

an  army  ading  independent  of  civil  authcnity.  The 

precedent  was  awfo}  and  menacing.     Few  com* 

mandera  in  chief  could  carry  into  the  field  the  po- 

lidcs,  ^  enteipnfe,  or  the  ability  of  Lord  Clive, 

but  the  critical  pofture  of  afiairs  in  Bengal  at  that 

period,  fendered  it  inore  neceffiuy  than  ever,  that 

all  mlitary  <^>eraitioM  fhould,  for  the  futuie,  be 

under  the  oontrout  of  the  Cotmcii  Board. 

No  fyftera  could  more  eifeduatty  realizo  and 
fubftantiate  the  profperity  of  t^  Company,  than 
thai  which  was  grafted  oo  the  fiippceffion  of  a  mu- 

tmy 
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tiny  which  threatened  the  entire  fubverfion  of  alt 
<lur  acquifitions  in  India*  This  aufpicious  fubor** 
dinatioQ  has  been  fteadily  purfued  and  maintained 
by  cv^ry  fucceeding  govermnent.  From  this  mo*- 
ment  die  troops  were  feparated  into  fmall  cantone* 
Hients,  and  diftributed  into  all  the  country  provin- 
ces and  dependencies^  where  they  have  remained 
ever  fince  almoft  ftationary.  The  people  in  the 
feveral  villages  and  dtllriAs  are  confequently  kept 
in  awe  by  the  prefence  c^  a  force  which  they  can- 
not refift,  the  revenues  are  every  where  xMcGbcd, 
and  the  inveftments  provided  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonnet ;  internal  regulations  ane  introduced  and 
prefe/7ed»  and  the  frontiers  of  our  pofieflions  fe- 
cueely  proteQed  agaiuft  the  vigorous  and  artful  in- 
curfions  of  all  our  preditary  neighbour^.  The 
country^  it  muft  be  acknowledged^  by  this  fyftem, 
was  ftiU  in  fome  degree  und<:r  military  execution, 
afi  being  not  lefs  than  ever  expo&d  to  all  the  QUt^ 
rages  of  a  licentious  foldiery.  More  temperance 
and  moderation  were  however  to  be  expe&ed  from 
the  general  deportment  of  the  army  by  transfefr 
ring  the  refponfibility  of  its  operations  from  the 
commanders  in  chief  to  the  members  of  the  coun^ 
cil,  as  it  then  equally  became  the  intereft  of  both 
to  avoid  profecuting  fchemes  of  rapacity^  by  the 
fuccefs  of  which  neither  of  them  could  be  gainers. 
Such  was  the  embarraflment  of  the  Company's 
affairs  towards  the  end  of  1771,  when  from  ex- 
treme mifmanagement  both  at  home  and  abroad* 
it  appeared  upon  an  impartial  inveftiga'ion^  they 
were  upwards  of  two  million^  in  debt.  Thus  jcritically . » 

c^iciim^ 
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farcttmftanced^  Mr.  Cartier^  who  was  then  pre(U 
4cnt  of  the  councU,  drew  bills  on  the  Company^ 
for  which  he  was  feverely  cenfured,  and  with  fc- 
yeral  members  of  the  board  abruptly  difmiifed  the 
ferVice. 

Mr.  H^ngs  was  inmiediately  called  from  the 
prefidency  of  Madras  to  the  government  of  Ben- 
gal. His  reputation  for  talents  and  intejgrity  en- 
titled him  to  this  diftinftion.  And  the  reader  can 
have  no  objeQion  to  as  much  intelligence  as  has 
yet  tranfpired  of  an  individual^  who,  for  fo  many, 
years^  has  been  the  principal  a£tor  in  fcenes  which 
liave  deeply  arretted  the  attention  of  all  mankind, 
vhp(e  charader  and  conduct  have  occafioned  the 
profoundeft  fpeculations,  in  the  general  maxims  of 
whofe  politics  nuinerous  faCiions  have  originated, 
and  whofe  ^enemies  and  abettors,  with  an  ardour 
and  ability  nearly  equal,  have  fo  frequendy  ar- 
raigned ^nd  defeqded  him. 

His  parentage,  though  not  fplendid,  is  relpeS^ 
able.  He  is  laid  to  be  defcended  from  one  of  the 
soUeft  families  in  the  kingdom.  The  education 
which  he  received  at  Weftminfter  School,  from 
tbe  attention  of  an  able  tutor  \  and  chiefly  his  owok 
capacity  and  application,  was  eminently  claffical 
and  polite.  His  faculties  were  manly  and  culti- 
vated at  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  was  appoint- 
ed a  writer  in  the  Company's  fervice  at  Bengal^-^ 
His  firft  objed,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in  India,  was 
to  make  himfeif  mafter  of  the  Ferfifin  and  Indof- 

^  JDr.  Nichols. 
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Uii  ilngri^es.  And  hie  wi$  tht  firft  JEnglifhtnait 
who  accotnplilhcd  this  difficult  undertaking  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy'.  It  facilitated  his  fuccefe 
in  ev^  fubfequent  purfuii,  procured  him  the  con- 
fidence of  the  natives,  and  fenfibly  increafed  his 
merits  in  their  eftimation.  Every  office  to  which 
he  ^va^  advanced,  tvery  thairaQel"  he  fllftained,' 
and  cvdry  trull  for  which  hfe  became  refpo'nfibte,* 
were  uniformly  difchargtd  with  rigid  and  exem- 
J)laty  fidelity,  'the  eftabliftiment  of  si  faftory  In 
the.  interior  parts  of  the  country,  was  committed 
to  his  care.  The  pfojefk  was  abortive,  but  he  ac- 
<jtiitted  hinifelf  with  honbur.  Araortg  aU  thfe  Bri- 
tifti  youth  who  foilbwed  the  fortunes  of  Lbrcf  Clive, 
in  grafping  at  the  fovreignty  of  Bengal,  he  was  the 
only  pietfon  qualified  for  fupporting  the  dignity  of 
tfefident  mirtifter  at  the  tourt  of  Meer  Jaffier. — 
The  finalleft  impropriety  in  managing  the  delicate 
and  important  bufmefs  of  thiy  intercfting  ftation 
was  never  laid  to  hi^  chatrge.  Tot  though  he  En- 
joyed a'  place!  for  years,  whictf,  to  fomft  of  his  iuc- 
c^ffors,  has  btfen  deemed  clqusd  tt  lea'lk  to  bfte 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufartd  poutids  annually,  and 
at  a  time  when  Lord  Clrve,  according  to  his  dwn 
account,  ^alized  nearly  a  miHion  of  money,  on' 
Mr.  fiaftihg^'s  return  to  Europe  with  his  friend 
Vanfittaft,  while  others,  who  had  occupied  very  in- 
ferior ftations,  realized  and  brought  home  fortunes 
from  a  Bunrff ed  to'  five  htmdred  thoufand  pounds ; 
his  was  faid  not  to  exceed  fifteen  thoufand. — 
JIappy  had  it  been  for  him,  perhaps  for  the 
n^ives  of  Indoftan,  afluredly  for  many  of  his  con- 
temporaries in  England,  had  he  never  deviated 

from 
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firom  this  obvious  ve&itude^  qj^  adopted  ^  tineofco^* 
du£l  mpreobi^^^ioua  tp  ceQfure^^of  9>MboQ(ftru£biMu 

He  waa  aof  long  in  Lonck>n  when  hk  philologi^ 
cal  acq^ijremcH^,  ajt)4  ^^  exquifue  tafte  \ybiph  ho 
Iboa  di&overed  for  poetFy  ^nddie  fine  arta,  intso^ 
fiUced  him  tp  the  ajcqu^intaiKe  of  tlipfjc  who  had 
soft^  diftiogui&ed  themfplves  as  ipea  of  fciencc 
•ud  ability.  H^  wa$  intimate  wiih  that  club  d£ 
¥fii#  ^jiipDg  whom  Dr.  Samuel  Johitfon^  of  claflkal 
aieiQoi^,  prefid^di  andformcd^  in  concert  with  that 
great  man  apd  othersf»  the  defign  of  edaUifiiing  a 
<la(s  iA  ih^  imiverfity  pf  0:Kfor4,  for  teaching  tl» 
Fbrfian  language.  No  man  could  be  better  fitted 
i;>rihe  dire^Qn  of  fuch  4n  ififtitution*  which  how- 
ever^im<kiiE^aMr4byhiSiapppintfii£^t  in  1769,  to  be 
f«<;on4  in  dOUfKul  at  Madras;  with  no  very  remc^e 
piQ^^  of  fucceeding  to  the  chair  in  that  prefix 
diency.  Hq  continued  in  this  place  till  February 
^77^  wJbeft  the  Piro^ivs  apprifedof  hisabiliues^ 
and  cpnfi^ng  in  his  worthj  named  him  to  the  go- 
vernment oC  Fort-Williaini. 

In  this  emnent  atptd  arduous  fituation,  the  fub- 
lilty,  the  veifaility^  and  the  fublimity  of  hismind, 
had  the  ampleft  range.  On  his  acccffion  to  go« 
vemment,  relaxation^  anarchy,  obliquity,  every 
where  prevailed.  The  diftrcffes  of  the  Company 
accumulated  with  enormoas  rapidity.  Though 
bills  were  drawn  on  the  Directors  for  more  than  a 
million  ^riing.,  a  bond^dcbt  to  a  much  larger  a*- 
snount  due  to  individuals  in  Bengal,  t^^as  (liH  un- 
difcharged.  The  e}C|>ence  and  difburfement  of 
the  Company  at  that  rime  aftually  exceeded  their 

income. 
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income.      The  revenues  were  embezzled  in  the* 
coUedion,  the  payments  of  the  zimindars  vktc  re- 
tarded by  a  coUulion  with  the  cutchetry  or  rent 
office,  the  army  in  various  parts  ivex*e  (^reading  op- 
preiTion  and  terror  over  all   the  provinces,  the 
Courts  of  juilice  were  invading  the  rights  of  the 
barmlefs  and  impotent,  under  the  covert  of  a  lilgaF 
procefs,  difcontent  univerfally  aflumed  a  gloom/, 
and  foreboding  filence,  monopoly  fufpended  the 
natural  operation  of  commerce,  peculation  more 
or  lefs  affe3ed  the  whole  fyftem  of  civil  arnmge- 
ment,  and  profufion  pervaded  every  department  of 
the  public  expenditure. 

The  regulations  which  Mr.  Haftings  adopted 
under  this  ruinous  ftate  of  things,  notwithftandtn^ 
the  infinite  prejudices  which  oppofed  his  exertions,- 
were  as  immediate  as  they  feemed  indifpenfible. — 
He  retrenched  the  exceffive  civil  charges  in  Cal^ 
cutta,  aboliihed  all  unneceflary  appointments,  and 
fupprefled,  both  by  precept  and  example,  that 
profligate  fpirit  of  extravagance  and  diffipation 
which  had  feized  and  pervaded  all  orders  of  men. 
The  face  of  affairs  acknowledged  the  hand  of  a  ro^ 
former  in  lefs  than  a  month.  Government  in- 
fiantly  aiTumed  a  new  and  more  decifive  mode  of 
exertion.  Her  refolutions  were  carried  into  ef-* 
feft  with  vigour  and  promptitude;  and  in  propor- 
tion as  {lie  afferted  her  dignity  with  firmnefs  and 
fimplicijy,  her  credit  and  rcfpeftability  revived.    • 

The  Company  had  now  determined  to  ftand 
forth  as  dewanee  of  the  provinces,  through  the 
agency  of  their  own  fervants.     The  Direftors  an-» 
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nounced  this  intention  in  their  general  letter^  but 
neither  fuggefted  any  fyftem,  nor  fuperfeded  any 
prior  orders  ivhich  might  defeat  a  new  arrange* 
ment.  Mr.  Haftings  perceived  the  difficulty,  but 
it  <Ud  not  prevent  his  endeavours  to  realize  the 
wilhes  of  his  employers.  And  here  a  field  was 
opened  worthy  of  all  that  a6live  and  enterprizing 
genitts  which  has  hitherto  diftinguilhed  his  con- 
dud.  .Nor  did  he  heiitate  to  enter  with  his  ufual 
ardour  into  an  accurate  development  of  whatever 
relates  to  the  complicated  fcenes  of  finance  and 
juriiprudence. 

It  is  impoffible  to  go  into  the  detail  of  fuch  a 
laboured  variety  of  inftitutions,  as  originated  in 
his  vigilant  attention  to  every  branch  of  the  fer- 
vice.  A  committee  of  circuit  were  inflandy  ap** 
pointed  to  xpake  the  tour  of  the  feveral  provinces 
and  outdiftri6ks.  It  confifted  of  the  prefident,  at- 
tended by  four  members  of  the  board.  They 
proceeded  to  Murihedabad»  the  refidence  of  the 
nabob,  and  the  native  officers  of  government^ 
where  they  inveftigated  the  ftate  of  the  revenues^ 
reduced  the  expences  of  colleding  them,  and  efta- 
bliihed  provincial  courts  of  juftice  for  preventing 
thoTe  afis  of  oppreffion  and  arbitrary  power,  which 
bad  proved  fo  prejudicial  both  to  the  country  and 

the  ConpatKT. 
By  thefe  iubftantial  arrangements  the  whole  ficr 

titious  apparatus  of  a  native  adminiftration  was  in- 
ftantly  and  effeQually  diffolved.  The  form  af  au- 
thority had  fo  long  fubfifted  without  the  fpirit^  that 
the  plot  was  nowuniverfally  difcovercd  and  defpifcd. 
The  utility  and  popularity  of  political  frauds  are 
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€o-exiftent.  The  nabob  was  known  to  be  a  ciphei^ 
and  a  captive  in  the  coftodjs  of  Mahoinmcd  Reza, 
who  a8ed  the  double  but  natural  past  of  being  the 
flave  of  the  Engliih,  and  tyrant'  of  his  coumry- 
men.  He  was  therefore  difmilTed.  ftom  the  office 
of  Naib  Duan  for  the  territories:  of  Bengal  and 
Shitabrov.  from  a  iimilar  fuuation  in  thofe  of  Bot^ 
bar,  together  with  every  perfon  employed  by  tbeni> 
€onned:ed  with  them,  or  under  their  influence,  in , 
eoliefling  the  revenues.  This  material  akerattoif 
in  the  great  machinery  of  goyemment,  was  for« 
mally  proclaimed  at  Murfliedabad  and  PatiUL**-* 
The  chief  and  council  in  both  plaees  were  confc- 
quently  charged  with  the  care  erf*  fmance  in  the  k^ 
veral  diftri£ks  under  their  reijfie&ive  jurififififton^ 
until  fome  regular  eilabliihment  could  be  effededi 
The  nabob  and  his  fubjcds  were  delivered  fironf 
the  rapacity  and  intrigues  of  a  tyrant,  wbpfe  out- 
rages excited  tlic-hatred  and  execration  of  the  fpe« 
ties.  Muny  Begum,  not  the  motbcrof  tlie  nabofal 
though  of  fupcrior  rank  in  the  Haram,  but  a  perfon 
of  plebeian  cxtraSion,  of  intriguing  charai6ke7  and 
low  manners,  was  immediately  appointed  the  guar* 
dian  of  his  minority,  and  to  tranfaftin  hisfteadthe 
political  concerns  of  the  fircar  or  government,  and 
Rajah  Goodrafs,  fon  of  MahaKRajah  Nuncomar^ 
became  Duan  of  the  nabob's  houfehold,  Eftablifh* 
mc-itsobvioufly  intended  to  demonftrate in  the  eyes 
of  all  Indoftan,  the  abfolute  infignificance  and  de- 
gradation of  the  nabob's  family,  as  contrafted  witft 
the  real  and  affumed  fovereignty  of  the  Engli/h. 

The  fame  indefatigable  pcrfevcrance  in  the  great 
bufmefs  of  a  thorough  reform,  4i'criminatcd  the 
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gonrenior  s  return  to  the  prefidency,  which  ha4 
marked  bis  circuit  in  the  provinces.  The  odium 
of  his  countrymeH  was  for  the  {Nrefent  at  lead  over-* 
home  by  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  na- 
tives, who  every  where  hailed  him  a^  their  faviour, 
and  pifiured  in  their  fond  imaginations  an  iHime- 
diaie  emancipation  from  all  their  fufferings  andfla- 
very*  His  meafures  promifed  at  leaft  no  very  dif^ 
taat  redrefs  to  the  nuinerous  wrongs  they  endured 
under  former  eftablifliments,  and  had  an  afped  not 
lefs  friendly  to  the  government  than  the  fabje6i. — 
He  modelled  a-new  the  feveral  public  offices^  and 
appoimed  to  each  it$  feparate  and  independent  bu- 
fiinefs.  The  infinite  fwarms  of  collefiora,  and  every 
other  defcription  of  individuals  retained  in  the 
multifarious  department  of  revenue,  were  preclude 
ed»  by  pofitive  orders^  froip  exceeding  their  re^* 
(pedive  and  fpecific  powers.  The  general  office 
where  thefe  matters  were  finally  adjuited,  was  re« 
mQvpd  from  Moprfhedabad  to  Calcutta^  and  all 
the  branches  of  finance  brought  immediately  be- 
fore the  council.  A  board  of  infpedion  was  at 
the  bmt  tiipe  inftijtiited  for  the  controul  of  the 
public  .expenditure. 

Tlie  military  operations  coutd  not  be  overlook- 
ed, under  an  adminift ruction  thns  a&ive  and  enter- 
prifing.  AH  their  meafures  originated  from  the 
preirure  of  thofe  accumulated  exigencies  lo  which 
the  Company's  afiairs,  both  at  home  and  abroady 
wer«  then  reduced.  £fiefiuadr  relief  was  anxioufly 
4expe6bed  from  the  induftry,  the  abilities^  and  the 
#ixmf  s  of  the  new  prefidency,  who,  equally  folici- 
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tous  on  their  part  to  anfwer  the  intention  of  thcw 
appointment,  grappled  fuccefsfully  with  the  diffi- 
culties of  their  fituation,  by  improving  to  the  ut- 
moft  all  the  refources  in  their  power. 

The  Marrattos,  early  in  1772,  invaded  theRo- 
hilla  country,  which,  after  a  fliort  but  ineffeaual 
ftruggle,   at  Sukkertall,  was  abandoned  to  their 
mercy.    Sujah  tfl  Dowlah,  alarmed  by  this  formi- 
dable incurfion,  on  territories  fo  nearly  conncded 
with  his  own,  folicited  aid  of  the  EngUfli,  who 
were  then  encamped  at  Denapore.     A  brigade  im- 
mediately direaed  their  march  for  the  territories 
of  Oude.     An  order  of  council,  however,  flop- 
ped them  at  Benares.     It  was  then  die  Rohilla 
thiefs  agreed  to  pay  the  vizir  forty  lacks  of  rupees, 
to  proteft  them  againft  the  Marrattos.     But  the 
approach  of  the  rainy  feafon  {bon  cleared  Rohil- 
Gund  of  the  enemy.     The  vizir,  notwithftanding 
his  influence  on  this  event  is  eftabliflied  by  no 
fa£b  on  record,  inftahtly  put  in  his  claim  for  die 
ftipulated  fum.     Hafez  Rahmet  Cawn,  who  ma- 
naged the  negoeiatiom  for  his  countrymen,  did  not 
at  firft  refufc  the  validity  of  the  debt,  but  evaded 
payment  probably  in  the  expetlation  of  convincing 
the  vizir,  that  the  demand  was  premature,  as  the 
bufuiefs  on  which  it  was  founded  being  accom- 
pUfhed  by  accident,  had  fuperfeded  thofe  exer- 
tions for  which  the  engagement  took  place.     And 
it  was  not  till  the  chiefs  were  provoked  by  the  vi- 
zir's importunity,  that  they  boldly  negatived  his 
plea*     A  point  into  which  the  wary  and  ax&bitious 
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fubah  had,  by  the  whole  of  his  conduQ  from  firft 
to  laft,  been  anxious  to  enfnare  or  betray  them. 

The  ftrength  an^  extent  of  the  Marrattp  united 
Hates  are  now  pretty  accurately  known.    They  in- 
habit the  mountaneous  wilds  oflridoftah.     Their 
.  territories,  their  armies,  arid  their  revenues  are 
immenfe.     They  derive  from  the  wifdom  of  their 
political   inftitutions,    tranquillity,    and   domeftic 
happinefs,  in  time  of  peace  ;  from  their  situation, 
tlieir  wealth,  their  habits,  arid  their  natio]fml  ge- 
nius, conduct  and  enterprize  in  war.    Shaw  Allum^ 
or  the  great  mogul,  whofe  anceftors  had  fubdued 
the  empire^  was  now  connefled  with  this  warlike 
race  by  an  allignment  of  the  provinces  which  he 
derived  from  the  Engli/h,  in  the  treaty  of  Allaha- 
bad.    The  prelidency  anticipated  all  th6  pernici- 
ous effc6b  of  this  rafli  connexion.     They  confi- 
dered  fuch  an  alienation  of  the  Company's  dona- 
tion to  his  Majefty,  as  a  formal  breach   of  their 
friendftip  on  his  part.     They  conftrucd  his  pro- 
perty  in  the  provinces  in  <Jueftion  to  depend  en- 
drely  on  his  perfonal  pofleffion  of  them,  but  by  no 
neans  K)  give  him  the  right  of  ceding  them  to 
mhers.     Refponfible  to  the  vizir  in  fome  meafure 
for  the  defence  of  his  dominioris  againft  every  at- 
tackg  the  approximation  of  fuch  holtile  neighbours 
nenaced  the  tranquillity  they  expe£lcd  from  the 
pacific  meafures  they  wifhed  to'  purfue.    Oude  wa» 
the  barrier  of  Bengal,    ft  was  their  intereftto  pro- 
tc&  the  one  for  the  fake  of  the  other.     The  vizirs 
-frontiers  could  not  be  expofed  with  fafety  to  their 
^wn*      The  enemy's  cavalry  would  be  enabled, 
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from  their  fituation,  to  plunder  and  harrafs  tlie 
Company's  ally  with  impunity.  Their  inceffant 
depradations  might  even  difpofe  him,  from  timi- 
dity, fclfilhnefs,  impotence  or  policy,  to  leave  the 
territories  of  the  Company  acceffible  to  the  enemy. 
For  thefe  reafons,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to 
take  pofieffion  of  what  his  majefty,  by  this  mea- 
fure,  had  relinquifhed,  and  confequently  prevent 
the  Marrattos  availing  themfeives  of  the  grant  ihey 
had  obtained. 

This  forcible  fcizure  of  Corah  and  Kurrah  was 
intended  to  operate  as  an  efFeftual  check  to  all  fur* 
ther  connexion  or  intereourfe  with  the  emperor  of 
India.  The  Company  were  engaged  by  folemn 
treaty  to  pay  him  an  yearly  fubfidy  of  twenty-fit 
lacks  of  rupees  for  his  grant  of  the  Dewannee  of 
Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orifla.  But  the  moment  they 
affumed  this  important  office  by  the  agency  of  their 
own  fervants,  they  formally  and  avowedly  violated 
the  condition  on  which  it  was  originally  obtained. 
This  important  tranfaftion  was  rcferved  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  Mr.  Mailings,  and  it  happened  not 
long  fubfequent  to  his  being  nominated  governor  i 
of  Bengal. 

Dazzled  by  the  luftre  of  the  impedal  family,  j 
and  anxious  to  rcfume  a  glory  thus  apparently  ex- 
tinguifhed,  his  Majefty  went  to  Dehli^  the  metro- 
polis of  the  empire,  where  he  incurred  a  plenitude 
of  additional  contempt,  by  the  idle  parade  of  a 
coronation.  This  romantic  attachment  to  the  emp- 
ty pageantry  of  a  royalty  merely  nominal,  he  ab- 
furdly  conceived  might  contribute  to  realize  Ins 
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^riews  or  wilhes  of  a  more  fubftantial  aggrandize- 
ment. It  was  a  fcheme  which  had  fo  abfolutely 
^ngrolTed  his  attention  and  defires^  that  during  his 
whole  connection  and  correfpondence  with  the 
Englifli^  he  conftantly  urged  them  to  afTift  him  ia 
putting  it  in  execution.  Yet  no  fooner  was  he  en- 
abled to  gratify  his  ambition  by  thus  viOting  the 
refidence  and  afceoding  the  throne  of  bis  ahceftors^ 
than  it  was  eagerly  interpreted  a  dinle£lion  of  their 
friendfhip. 

In  fa£i»  be  formed  an  alliance  which  they  did 
not  approve^  their  treafury  was  exhaufted,  and  they 
were  prefled  with  difficukies  which  appeared  infu- 
perable  both  in  India  and  Europe.  Thefe  were 
the  reafons  which  induced  them  to  with-hotd  the 
price  while  they  retained  the  purchafe*  Becaufe 
he  was  imfortunate«  they  were  determined  to  be 
«DJuft.  He  might  have  refumed  the  Dewannee 
^n  the  fame  principle  which  they  urged  as  warrant- 
ing  them  to  detain  his  tribute,  fiut  it  was  his  for«- 
tune  to  be  weak^  and  theirs  to  be  ftrong.  In  that 
cafc^  politics  are  feldom  governed  by  equity ;  and 
perhaps  it  were  abfurd  to  expeft  a  magnanimity  in 
Calcutta  fo  rarely  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world.  So  that  it  was  not  unnatural  in  a  power 
which  had  already  bereft  his  majefty  of  two  hun* 
dred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  a-y^ar,  to  ufurp 
the  diftrifb  in  queftion  for  the  fake  of  difpofmg  of 
ihem  to  more  advantage. 

The  vizir  was  apprehcnfive  the  Marrattos  would 
endeavour  to  take  poffeffion  of  their  new  territory 
|)y  the  route  pf  Rohilcund,     Here  the  Britifli  ar- 
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iny  were  determined  to  difpute  their  claim.  The 
firft  brigade,  confiding  of  one  regiment  of  Euro- 
peans, fix  battalions  of  fipoys,  and  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon,  had  therefore  effeQed  a  jundion  with 
the  troops  of  Sujah  Dow)ah  and  the  Rohillas,  and 
advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  by  forced 
inarches. 

The  Rohilla  country  north  of  the  river  was  in- 
cluded within  the  line  of  operation  prefcribed  to 
(he  General  on  this  expedition.  In  confequence 
of  fuch  a  difpretjonary  latitude,  the  brigade  pene- 
trated as  far  as  Kamgent.  Thp  Marrattos»  who  had 
juft  forded  the  river,  re-croffed  it  >vith  precipita- 
tion on  their  appearance,  were  purfued  and  pre- 
vented doing  any  other  damage  than  merely  burn- 
ing a  few  infignificant  villages.  The  conduft  of 
the  Rohillas  on  this  occafion  was  undoubtedly  equi- 
vocal. The  vizir  defamed  them  perfidious,  and  was 
perfuaded  by  their  motions  that  they  wiflied  to  have 
aflifted  the  enemy.  They  djd  not  join  him  until 
iLhe  allied  army  were  prepared  to  ftorm  their  camp. 
The  Britifh  general  pronounced  them  to  be  the 
moft  treacherous  of  men,  and  propofed  that  wc 
fhould  put  the  vizir  in  poffeflion  of  their  country. 
The  Marratto3  hovered  during  the  repiainder  of 
^he  campaign  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  camp, 
without  any  effort  to  bring  on  another  action,  or 
once  daring  to  approach  the  borders  of  Corah. — 
And  the  troubles  which  arofe  in  their  own  proper 
dominions  recalled  theip  before  tjie  fetting  in  of 
|he  fains. 
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From  this  moment  Sujah  Dowlah  became  the 
inveterate  enemy  oif  the  Rohillas.  Chagrined  by 
iheir  backwardnefs  in  literally  fulBUing  their  en« 
gagements,  he  conceived  them  as  having  now  add* 
ed  treachery  to  evafion.  He  repeated  his  demand 
of  the  forty  lacks,  but  with  no  better  iuccefs^ 
though  his  title  was  no  longer  difputable.  He  ha4 
even  reafon  to  fufpeft.  a  colufion  between  Hafez 
Rhamet  Cawn  and  the  Marractos.  He  accuied 
him  of  fecretly  encouraging  and  aiding  them  by 
money.  He  dreaded  their  machinations  againft 
Jiim.  The  Marrattos  were  his  hereditary  enemies, 
and  would  grafp  with  eagernefs  at  any  pretext  for 
involving  him  in  war.  And  this  would  always  be 
in  their  power,  while  the  Rohillas,  by  their  litua- 
lion,  could  fo  eafily  foment  a  quarrel  between  them. 
Thus  circumftanced,  the  only  policy  he  had  to 
profecute  was  the  conqueft  of  their  country.  It 
was  obvious,  however,  that  the  aififlance  of  the 
Compitfiy's  troops  was  indifpenfiblc.  And  he  re- 
peatedly urged  their  compliance  with  his  wiflies 
in  accoroplilhing  this  favaurite  objeti,  both  to  the 
general  in  perfon  and  the  prefident  by  letters. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  defigns,  he  earneftly 
prefled  and  obtained  a  meeting  with  Mr.  Haftings 
at  Benaris,  where  a  treaty  was  concluded  with  the 
vizir  on  thefe  terms :  That  the  provinces  of  Corah 
and  Allahabad  ftould  be  ceded  to  him,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  paying  fifty  lack«  of  rupees  to  the  Com- 
pany, twenty  of  which  in  ready  money,  and  the 
remainder  in  equal  payments  at  the  expiration  of 
-pn6  ox  two  years.     And  the  equivalent  which  tlxe 
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vitir  was  to  afFord  for  the  charge  of  their  troops 
when  fent  to  his  affiftance  at  his  requifition,  was 
ftipulated  at  two  lacks  and  ten  thoufand  rupees  per 
month. 

The  origin  of  the  Rohilla  war  has  occailoned  fo 
much  altercation,  has  been  fo  violently  attacked 
^nd  fo  ftrenuouQy  defended^  has  produced  indeed 
fuch  a  deluge  of  fophiftry  on  both  fides,  that  the 
fa&  is  not  eafily  difcriminated  from  the  colouring 
with  which  it  is  recorded.  It  was,  however,  deter- 
mined fccretly,  between  the  governor  and  the  vi- 
Eir,  in  a  converfation  which  paffed  at  Benaris. — 
The  objeQ,  which  was  the  extirpation  of  the  Ro- 
Jiillas,  feems  from  the  firft  to  have  been  equally 
defireabie  to  both.  It  was  introduced^  brou^t 
forward,  and  matured,  in  the  courfe  of  public  bu- 
linefs,  with  the  moft  confuramate  addrefs.  The 
orders  of  the  Company  were  ag^inft  the  meafure, 
and  it  evidently  obtained,  after  much  ferious  dif- 
puflion,  the  approbation  both  of  the  feleft  com- 
piittee  and  the  board  of  council,  rather  in  defe- 
rence to  the  fentiments  and  engagements  of  the 
prefident,  than  from  any  real  convidion  of  its  pro- 
priety, expfidiency,  or  utility.  It  was  propofed, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  to  comply  with  the  vizir's  re- 
quifition  on  terms  which  he  was  expe£ted  to  dec«& 
cxtravj^gant  and  impra€licable.  The  artifice  fup- 
ceeded.  He  rejefted  the  propofal  with  warmth. 
Being,  howeye^",  thus  formally  adopted  by  govern- 
ment, he  foon  changed  his  mind,  in  the  prefump- 
tion  that  they  had  gone  too  far  to  recede.  He 
now,  therefore,  dem?tndcd  the  afiiftance  of  the  bri- 
gade 
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gade  on  the  terms  required,  in  reduciog  that  part 
of  the  country  which  lies  between  the  Ganges  and 
the  mountains.  To  this  objed  the  operations  of 
the  troops  were  reftriOed  by  the  prefidency,  who 
exprefied  the  moft  cordial  fads&dion  on  the  requi<» 
fition  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  becaufe  the  abfence  of  the 
Marrattos  would  facilitate  the  conqueft  in  view^ 
the  troc^  would  be  preferved  from  ina&ion  and 
relaxation  of  difcipline»  the  barrier  of  the  vizir's 
dominions,  in  the  defence  of  which  we  were  fo 
deeply  interefled,  would  be  at  once  ftrengthened 
and  extended,  the  revenues  of  our  principal  ally 
ifould  derive  from  the.acquifition  confiderable  aug« 
mentation,  one  third  of  the  military  charges  would 
be  faved  to  the  Company,  and  a  fubftantial  obli«> 
gation  conferred  on  a  friendi  whofe  tried  fidelity 
deferved  whatever  could  be  accomplifhed  in  his 
fiivour,  and  the  fervice  was  finally  to  be  rewarded 
by  forty  lacks  of  rupees,  which  the  vizir  engaged 
to  liquidate  whenever  the  objeQ  of  the  war  wa« 
compieated. 

Roiulcund,.  from  fituation,  fertility,  cultivatioi^ 
and  every  other  refpefi,  was  an  acquifition  pecu- 
liarly defireable  to  the  vizir.  His  territories  to- 
wards that  quarter  were  altogether  without  any  na- 
tural barrier,  and  confequently  expofed  to  incur- 
fion,  eithl^r  from  the  impotence,  inattention,  or 
treachery  of  the  Rohillas,  whofe  country  was  caU 
culated  to  afford  him  an  abfolute  (belter,  by  the 
Thibet  mountains  on  the  north,  and  on  the  fouth 
and  weft  by  the  Ganges.  The  inhabitants  confid- 
ed of  two  diStrent  cbfles.    Thofe  who  cultivated 
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the  land,  and  thofe  who  had  the  management  of 
the  civil  and  political- inttitutions.  The  former, 
confiding  of  farmers,  mechanics,  manufaSurcrs, 
and  dealers,  were  an  induftribus,  liappy  ^nd  prof- 
pcrous  people,  the  defcendants  of  the  Gentoos, 
innocent  in  their  manners,  united  among  them- 
felves,  fediilous,  contented  and  fuccefsful  in  their 
humble  occupations.  Tlie  country  was  one  beau- 
tiful garden,  in  which  nature  and  art  every  where 
Ihonc  in  the  moft  prolific  exuberance.  The  go- 
vernment was  in  pofleffion  of  a  tribe  of  Hagans  or 
Pitans,  who  had  conquered  Rohilcund  above  fe- 
venty  years  ago,  and  had  ever  fince  lived  upon 
the  fruits  of  it,  without  either  affifting  in  its  culti- 
vation, or  mixing  with  its  inhabitants.  They  had 
not,  however,  abufed  the  truft  they  affumed.  Their 
reign  had  been  profp«rous  and  humane.  The  lands 
were  kept  in  a  ftate  of  the  higheft  cultivation,  and 
all  the  duties,  cuftoms,  or  revenues,  yielded  with 
readinefs  and  fatisfaftion.  The  fubjefts  were  bleff 
fed  with  plenty,  which  they  enjoyed  without  mo- 
leftation.  And  they  gave  no  indication  of  wifliing 
on  any  account  to  change  either  their  condition  or 
their  rulers. 

In  tl>e  feleft  committee,  November  26,  1773, 
the  fiat  was  given  for  co-operating  with  Sujah 
Dowlah,  in  fubjugating  this  rich  and  flourifliing 
country.  Colonel  Champion,  the  provifional 
commander  in  chief  of  the  fecond  brigade,  .was 
entrufted  with  this  fcrvicc.  He  arrived  within  the 
territories  of  Oude,  by  the  beginning  of  February^ 
1 774.     The  Rohilla  country  was  a&ually  invaded 
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a  Few  weeks  aftcr^  by  the  whole  united  army. 

The  vizir  forthwith  difpatched  feveral  detachments 
of  light  infantry,  to  indulge  the  moll  wanton  and 
unprovoked  outrages,  and  infeft  the  cottages  of 
the  poor,  as  well  as  the  manfions  of  the  wealthy, 
with  all  the  horrors  of  war.  The  harmlefs  inha- 
bitants were  inftantly  butchered  or  expelled,  their 
property  ruined,  and  their  villages  confumed  by 
4he  flames.  This  was  but  an  eameft  of  the  tyrant's 
vengeance,  which  God  in  his  wrath  had  deftined  a 
Biitifli  army  to  execute. 

The  Rohillas,  fired  by  the  fcenes  of  devaftation 
which  raged  around  them,  crouded  to  the  ftandard 
which  their  chiefs  had  raifed  in  their  defence^  and 
regarded  the  approaches  of  the  fubah  with  refent- 
mentand  defiance.  On  the  23d  of  April,  the  ce- 
lebrated Hafez  Rhamut  appeared  at  the  head  of 
forty  thoufand  brave  men,  in  order  of  battle,  who 
determined  to  fell  their  rights  and  their  lives  as 
dearly  as  poffible.  Our  troops  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge with  their  ufual  fortitude.  Animated  by  a 
confcioufnefs  of  fuperiority,  from  reputation,  from 
difcipline,  and  from  fuccefs,  they  prepared  for 
the  attack  with  that  cool  and  temperate  confidence^ 
which  never  forfakes  them  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
The  enemy  fought  in  the  prefence  of  their  for- 
tunes and  families,  if  not  with  hopes  of  vi£lory,  at 
leaft  with  thofe  of  revenge.  Life  was  no  longer 
valuable  to  men  who  knew  they  muft  lofe  what«t 
ever  could  render  it  defireable.  Inflamed  by  all 
that  is  dear  to  the  human  heart,  fury  infpired  thenn 
vfith  courage,  fU)d  danger  taught  them  conduQ  — 

Their 
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Their  rockets^  their  matchlocks^  and  their  artiU 
lerv,  were  difcharged  with  uqf  xpefled  rapidity  and 
reiblution,  and  in  various  places  galled  our  line« 
with  confiderable  effeQ.  Th^y  even  made  feveral 
attempts  to  charge,  but  the  fire  of  6ur  guns  aQd 
mufquetry  was  irrefiftible.  Unable  to  advance^ 
and  difdaining  to  retreat^  they  puflied  with  eager* 
nefs  wherever  the  conflict  was  moil  fierce  ;  and  in 
proportion  as  they  fwarmed  to  clofe  with  our  ranks^ 
the  flaughter  became  incredible.  Their  vigorous 
exertions^  neverthelefs^  continued  for  hours  equally 
ardent  and  obftinate.  The  Britifh  gained  not  a 
fing)e  advantage  but  what  refulted  from  their  fu- 
p€;rior  ikiH  in  the  fcieiice  of  war.  Notwithflanding 
the  torrent  of  fire  which  our  army  poured  in  upoa 
them  with  incelTant  impetuofity,  feveral  of  their 
chiefs  advanced  again  and  again  with  exemplai^ 
gallantry^  and  pitched  their  colours  between  the 
two  armies^  urging^ their  exhaufted  followers  to  re'- 
new  the  attacl^.  U  was  not  pofTible  for  them^  how«- 
ever,  to  gain  the  day  in  fuch  an  unequal  contefl* 
The  interell  of  the  vizir  prevailed^  and  the  Englifld 
were  vi£lorioiis.  Hafez  Rhamut^  whofe  enlighten^ 
cd  mind,  polifhed  talents,  beautiful  poetry,  and 
amiable  morals,  endeared  him  to  his  friends,  and 
rendered  him  the  favourite  of  the  age  and  nation 
where  he  lived,  was  flain,  rallying  with  great  bra- 
very the  fcattercd  remains  of  k  broken  and  difpi- 
ritcd-  army.  The  vizir,  treacherous  to  the  .com- 
mander in  chief,  whom  he  promifed  to^meet  in  the 
field  of  battle,  was  content  to  late  his  bloody  mind 
^vith  a  fight  of  the  carnage  at  a  difts^ice.    But  no 
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fooner  were  the  enemy  completely  routed,  than 
his  horfe  were  let  loofe  to  plunder  the  camp,  and 
ravage  the  country.  Our  troops,  preferving  their 
ranks  and  orders  inviolate,  were  only  heard  to 
mutter,  "  We  have  the  honour  of  the  day,  and 
«*  thcfe  banditti  the  profit." 

The  cruelties  that  enfued  weK  fiiocking  and  dlf- 
graceful.  The  ufurper  indulged  the  bafefl  prc^n- 
-fities  <rf*  his  nature  with  unbriddled  ferocity.  No 
remonftrance  of  Colonel  ChampioB  could  prevent 
the  havock  of  the  vanquifhed  territory.  For  thi^e 
whole  days  after  the  battle,  the  houfes  of  this  fer- 
tile  and  well  inhabited  fpot  were  every  where  in  a 
blaze.  The  family,  the  friends,  and  dependents 
of  the  unfortunate  Hafez  Rbamut,  were  expofed 
10  diflionour,  to  infiilt,  and  even  to  warn.  The 
commander  in  chief  made  a  feeling  reprefentation 
of  their  wretched  fituation  to  the  fele£l  committee^ 
as  hifi  perfonal  influence  with  the  vizir  could  ob- 
tain for  them  no  relief.  He  received  an  anfwer  on 
the  23d  of  May,  m  which  are  thefe  words: — 
**  It  has  been  an  invariable  maxim  in  the  policy 
of  the  Company's  government,  in  the  execution 
of  any  enterprtze^  which  they  have  undertaken 
**  in  behalf  of  their  allies,  to  interpofe  their  pro- 
*  tcftion  in  favour  of  the  conquered  princes,  for 
«  the  fecurity  of  their  lives  and  honour ;  and  it 
*•  wHl  unqueftionably  be  the  care  and  attention  of 
^  this  adminiftration,  10  adhere  to  this  maxim, 
which  has  fo  greatly  contributed  to  the  reputa* 
tion  of  the  Britifh  name,  and  to  perform  what 
*'  may  be  incumbent  on  them,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
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•*  cafion."  Mr.  Haftings^  however,  who  likewife 
prefided  in  this  committee,  roundly  abandons  this 
forlorn  family  to  the  rigour  of  their  fate,  in  a  letter 
to  the  colonel,  but  four  days  afterwards,  where  he 
obferves,  that  *'  to  take  the  family  of  Hafez  Rha- 
''  mut  immediately  under  our  prote&ion,  wouM 
**  f  urnifh  him  (the  vizir)  with  a  jufl  plea  to  refufe 
^*  his  compliance  with  the  ftipulation  made  for  the 
**  prefcnt  fervice,  as  it  would  in  effed  be  to  con- 
"  quer  the  country  for  the  Company,  and  not  for 
"  him." 

The  cruelties  of  Sujah  Dowlah  was  not  confined 
to  the  diilra£led  temains  of  this  wretched  houfe  — 
AH  his  prifoners  experienced  the  fame  unrelenting 
feverity.  He  kept  them  within  his  forts,  or  remo- 
ved them  to  Fyzabad,  that  he  might  not  hear  the 
cenfures,  or  be  teizcd  by  the  importunities  of  the 
Englifh  on  their  account.  He  intruded  on  the 
fecrecies  of  the  women,  by  forcibly  entering  the 
Zenana,  which  is  the  grofTeft  infult  that  can  be 
offered  to  the  family  of  a  noble  Moor.  He  diveft- 
ed  them  of  their  trinkets  and  the  ornaments  of  their 
drefs,  provided  them  with  no  fuitable  accommoda- 
tion, and  even  fuffered  them  to  want  the  neceflar 
ries  of  life.  Not  lefs  than  two  hundred  women,, 
many  of  whom  were  perfons  of  diftinfiUon,  he  or- 
dered to  be  driven  from  Beffouleq  to  his  camp,  al- 
moft  naked,  under  a  guard  of  fipoys.  From  Be- 
relly,  or  its  neighbourhood,  feveral  young  women 
were  alfo  dragged  from  the  arms  of  their  agonizing 
relations,  for  the  exprels  purpofe  of  proftitution. 

The 
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The  moll  illuftrious  of  ihefe  captives  were  equal- 
ly deftitute  of  food  and  raiment^  covered  with 
vennin,  and  reduced  to  the  feverc  neceffity  of  fup- 
plicating  charity,  which  they  adually  received  from 
feveral  Englifli  gentlemen.  His  treatment  of  Ma- 
kubulla  Cawn  and  his  brothers  was,  if  pofnblc,  yet. 
more  criminal.  Thefe  men  poffeffcd  a  country 
worth,  at  leaft,  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum. 
In  confequence*  of  the  moft  folemn  aflurances  of 
proteQion  and  friendfliip,  they  fliut  therafelves  up 
in  Befibulee,  the  capital  of  their-  diftrifts,  where 
they  obferved  a  ftrift  neutrality  during  the  war. — 
He  continued  to  applaud  their  condud,  by  repeat- 
ing the  ftrongeft  profcffiens  of  regard  for  their  wel- 
fare. Bul|  the  moment  they  were  in  his  power,  he 
pot  them  under  the  moft  rigorous  confinement^ 
denied  them  accefs  to  their  families,  robbed  them 
of  their  property,  and  ufed  themfelves  and  their 
women  not  only  with  indignity  and  diihonour,  bu( 
with  cruelty.  Thefe  are  the  moving  terms  in 
which  they  defcribe  their  fituation,  in  their  com- 
plaints to  Col.  Champion  :  **  He  has  deprived  us 
•*  of  our  country,  of  our  riches,  and  even  of  our 
*<  honour ;  and  not  fatisfied  with  that,  he  is  going 
«•  to  fend  us  prifoners  to  Fyzabad.  We  defire 
**  no  country,  no  riches,  no  houfes ;  but  at  Bof- 
**  fualee  are  the  tombs  of  our  noble  anceftors ! — 
Near  them,  under  fome  (hade,  we  beg  permif- 
fion  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  our  days  as  Fa- 
quiers.  Relying  on  the  vizir*s  promifes,  we  re- 
mained in  this  country,  otherwife  we  fhould  have 
•*  fled  as  the  other  chiefs  did,  and  have  preferved 
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*<  our  charaders  and  honours.  Thefe  he  has  ta« 
^  ken  avay  with  our  eiFe6b.  And  how  he  has  dif* 
^<  honoured  us  is  known  to  all/' 

During  the  perpetrationx)f  thefe  outrages  againft 
numbers  of  helplefs  women  and  children,  whofe 
hufbands  and  fathers  had  fallen  in  an  abortive 
ftruggle  to  preferve  their  independence^  the  firitiih 
army,  fubje&ed  to  the  vizir  s  controul,  were  drag- 
ged from  place  to  place»  at  his  caprice.  Fizulla 
Cawn  fled  at  the  head  of  his  furviving  countrymen^ 
and  encamped  in  a  place  of  great  natural  ftrength» 
among  the  mountains  at  the  extremity  of  Rohil^ 
cund.  Colonel  Champion  had  probably  in€urre4 
the  vizir  s  difpleafure,  by  interefting  himfelf  in  be- 
half of  the  army,  in  dividing  the.fpoil  of  the  van- 
quiflied,  in  endeavouring  to  reftrain  the  depreda* 
lions  of  the  vizir's  cavalry  againft  an  innocent  and- 
defencelefs  people,  and  efpecially  in  his  humane 
attempts  to  procure  for  the  prifoners  fome  mitiga* 
lion  of  their  mercilefs  treatment.  .  His  efforts  to 
obtain  an  honourable  negotiation  for  FizuUa  Cawn, 
and  ading  as  a  mediator  between  the  principals 
in  the  war,  was  ftill  more  offenfive,  though  the 
vizir  had  the  addrels  for  the  prefent  to  conceal  his 
refentment.  The  viQor  would  allow  no  abatement 
in  the  terms  he  propofed,  and  FizulIaCawn  deemed 
them,  from  the  temper  of  the  chiefs  copncded  with 
him,  to  be  impra&icable.  Thp  governor  or  pre- 
(ident  agreed  in  every  thing  with  the  vizir^  and 
condemned  at  the  fame  time  tl)e  interference  of 
the  commander  in  chief.  Our  troops  were  confe- 
quently  ordered,  without  (urther  regard  to  time  or 
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place,  to  accomplilh  the  reduflion^  of  the  enemy. 
The  feleft  committee  who  direfted  the  war  re- 
newed their  inftruQions  to  the  colonel,  in  thefe 
words :  **  You  are  authorized  and  direfclcd  by  us 
to  purfue  the  mod  vigorous  meafures,  in  cou- 
jun£iion  with  the  vizir,  eficdually  to  reduce  the 
Rohilla  army,  without  confining  your  operations 
•'  tathe  Rohilla  dominions."    The  army  proceeded 
accGrdingly  within  a  few  miles  of  Lalldong,  where 
the  Rohillas  had   fortified  themfelves  in  a  v.ery 
ftrong  poll.     Here  they  were  foon  reduced  to  ex- 
tremity for  want  of  provifion.     A  ficknefs  at  the 
fame  time  broke  out  in  their  camp,  which  daily 
carried  off  great  numbers.      Wifliing   rathei;  to 
Aarve  them  into  a  furrender,  than  rifque  the  brigade 
in  an  attack  which  couM  not  fucceed  but  under 
peculiar  difadvantages,  and  with  a  prodigious  eflfu^ 
Oon  of  liuman   blood.     Colonel    Champion   fuf- 
pended  his  operations  to  wait  the  refult  of  thefc 
circumftances.     His  -cohduft  was  juftified  by  the 
ronfequence.     They  redoubled  their  earneftnefs 
«i  prefling  an  accommodation.     FizuUa  Cawn  pre- 
fented  himfelf  before  the  conquerors,  and  the  vi- 
Eir,  in  confideration  of  his  <:onfidencc,  agreed  that 
he  fliould  have  a  jaghire  or  diftrifl:  of  fourteen 
iacks,  and  feventy-five  thoufand  rupees  a  year; 
and  that  he  fliould  be  allowed  five  thoufa^id  men 
in  his  fervice ;  but  that  in  return  he  fliould  deliver 
up  one  half  of  his  treafure  to  the  vizir,  fubmit  to 
him  as  his  vaffai,  and  pay  him  military  tribute. 

Thus  ended  a  war,  undertaken  againfl:  the  ex- 
prcfs  prohibition  of  the  Company,  and  even,  in 
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fomc  meafure,  v^ithout  their  knowledge,  in  whic^ 
^n  army  of  Britiih  foldters  a&ed  as  mercenariea 
^der  a  foreign  prince,  fof  the  unequivocal  pur-* 
pofe  of  procuring  their  employers  a  fum  of  naoney^ 
by  which  a  race  of  men  were  flaughtered  or  ex- 
tirpated, who  were  at  leatt  inofFenfive  to  their 
neighbours,  who  certainly  never  injured  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  under  whofe  mild  and  humane  govern- 
pent  the  country  flourifhed,  and  its  inhabitants 
^ere  happy. 
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•CHAPTER  VI. 

A  PienipoUnliary  frtm  his  Britannic  Majcfy  appears 
m  the  Coqft  of  Coronumdel—Thc  Fall  of  Tanjore 
— Lord  Pigot's  appointment — He  rejlores  the  King 
if  Tanjore — h  put  under  Military  Arreft — Dia 
in  ConJinemen^-^Three  oj  the  Majority  who  effcBed 
4hii  InfifrreSion  tried  and  condemned  by  an  Englijh 
Jwry. 

X  H£  wreck  of  the  Aurora  frigate,  which  pro- 
<bably  foundered  in  fome  of  thofe  numerous  ftreights 
or  ihelves  fo  common  and  dangerous  in  the  eaftem 
pceai^  put  a  melancholy  end  to  all  «xpe8ations 
inlpired  by  the  commiffion  of  Supervifors  in  1769. 
The  (quadron  which  carried  out  the  new  Commif- 
iioners  was  commanded  by  Sir  John  Lindfay,  an 
officer  of  diftinguifhed  merit  in  his  profeflion.  He 
was  at  the  fame  time  appointed  by  the  Company 
fuperintendant  of  their  concerns  in  the  Gulph  of 
Perfia,  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  their  fhips^ 
frigates  and  armed  vefTels  in  India.  Government 
inveded  him  with  powers  ftill  higher.  He  carried 
with  him  credentials  under  the  great  feal  to  appear 
and  a£i  in  India  as  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  efpecially  to  his  Excellency  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  who  had  become  an  ally  of  the  crown  by 
ibe  eleventh  aarticle  of  the  treaty  of  Paris. 
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Having  remained  fome  months  on  the  Malaber 
coaft.  Sir  John  arrived  at  Fort  George  in  the  end 
of  July,  1770,  where  a  tedious  and  intricate  alter- 
cation took  place,  between  him,  as  his  Majefty  s 
plenipotentiary,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  prcfi- 
dency.  He  requefted  them  to  join  him  in  paying 
the  ufual  honours  in  delivering  his  Majefty *s  letters 
and  prefents  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  that  they 
fliould  affift  in  the  ceremonial  cuftomary  on  fuch 
occafions,  by  the  perfonal  attendance  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council,  the  gentlemen  of  the  fettlement 
both  civil  and  military,  and  by  falutes  from  the 
forts  and  fhips  in  the  road.  But  all  tranfa6lions 
and  negociations  with  the  princes  of  India  having 
been  hitherto  conduced  by  the  Company's  fervants, 
who  were  generally  confidered  as  charged  with  the 
^ntereft  and  exercife  of  the  Britifli  power  in  thefe 
parts,  they  declined  a  compliance  with  the  Pleni- 
potentiary's requifition,  left  by  their  means  the  in- 

• 

fluence  and  concerns  of  their  conftituents  might 
fuffer  diminution. 

Notwithftanding  the  obftinacy  of  the  prefidency, 
Sir  John  inftantly  waited  on  the  nabob,  and  laid 
his  comniinion  and  inftruftions  before  him.  He 
affured  the  nabob  of  his  Majcfty's  friendfliip  and 
proteftion,  which  he  was  anxious  and  determined 
to  continue  and  extend  to  all  his  allies  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  that  all  the  credit  and  ability 
pf  the  Englifli  adminiftration  were  pledged  to  fc- 
(:ure  the  Carnatic  to  the  nabob  and  his  pofterity  ; 
that  whatever  his  grievances  were,  he  might  de* 
pend  on  receiving  fubftantial  redrefs  by  laying 

(hem 
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ihcm  at  the  foot  of  the  throne ;  and  that,  as  Ple- 
nipotentiary froni  the  Britifii  court,  he  was  em- 
powered to  demand,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  a  com- 
plete account  of  the  nabob's  tranfadions  with  the 
Company  or  their  agents  fmce  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
as  upon  correal  information  his  affairs  might  (hare 
the  advantage  of  his  Majefty's  paternal  govern- 
ment. 

The  nabob  replied  to  thefe  gracious  airurance» 
in  terms  of  the  fincereft  gratitude.  Words  were, 
indeed,  inadequate  to  his  fentiments.  He  was  at 
the  fame  time  not  without  his  fears,  that  claiming 
the  attention  of  the  crown  might  be  attended  with 
^danger,  as  the  individuals  who  now  filled  the  pre- 
fidency  might  ftill  continue  to  poflefs  the  power 
which  had  in  fo  many  inftances  already  opprefTed 
him.  He  was  aware  the  royal  interference,  how- 
ever kindly  intended,  might  have  a  different  ope- 
ration,  by  the  paflions  of  jealoufy  and  chagrin  it 
w^ould  infallibly  excite.  The  fate  of  Surajah  Dow- 
lah,  Meer  Jaffier,  and  Coffim  Ally,  were  conflant- 
ly  before  his  tycs,  and  made  him  tremble  for  hi» 
own.  And  he  fhuddered  to  give  thofc  men  offence, 
whdfe  refentments  were  implacable  in  proportion 
to  their  power  of  indulging  them.  The  fupport, 
however  proper  and  indifpenfiblc  to  his  exiflence^ 
was  moreover  diftant  and  uncertain,  while  the  ene- 
my were  at  hand,  and  ready  to  fcize  every  oppor- 
tunity of  wrecking  their  vengeance  on  the  wretch 
who^  defencelefs  as  he  was,  durft  appeal  for  pro^ 
tefiion  and  relief  from  the  grafp  of  tyranny,  or 
the  rage  of  peculation. 

M  3  The 


i66  TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIAv 

The  conftant  and  familiar  intercourfe  which  fl[t&- 
fifted  between  the  nabob  and  the  king's  minifter^ 
was  a  fource  of  great  and  habitual  uneafinels  to  the 
prefidency.     The  animoflty  which  it  produced  iti- 
grofled  their  whole  attention.     A  correfpondcncfe 
cnfued,  in  which  their  pafEons  were  not  a  little  in- 
flamed, as  their  pride  was  hurt  and  their  charaders 
at  iffue.     The  plenipotentiary  urged  tbem  on  to- 
pics which  they  thought  were  not  within  his  cogni- 
scance.     His-  powers  authorized  him  to  ipply  for 
an  accurate  Ilatement  of  all  their  tranfa6iions  with^ 
the  nabob  of  Arcot  fince  the  lat«  treaty  of  Parii. 
He  announced  it  alfo  to  be  his  Majefty's  pleafure^ 
that  he  fhould  enquire  with  the  utmoft  care  into 
the  caufes  of  the  late  war  with  the  Subah  of  tht 
Decan  and  Hyder  Ally,  and  the  ireafons  of  its  un- 
fortunate confcquence.    Thefe  powers  he  ftated  in 
fuch  a  ftriking  variety  of  different  and  important 
lights,  and  preffed  them  on  the  gentlemen  of  the 
prefidency  in  a  manner  fo  forcible  and  condulive,, 
that  they  loft  all  temper,  and  had  recourfe  to  Rich 
paffionate  and  unguarded  language,  as  gave  hiafc 
a  manifcft  advantage  in  the  argument.    They  ftea- 
dily  perfifted,  however,  in  maintaining  the  ground 
on  which  they  originally  declined  afting  with  hitf^ 
te'the  minillerof  the  king.     They  conlequefitly 
wifhed  him  to  underlland  them  as  finally  determin*^ 
cd  to  be  heartily  difpofed  to  give  him  thdr  bed 
coimcil,  whenever  and  upon  whatever  fubjeft  he 
ftioulA  require  it,  fo  far  as  they  deemed  themfelves^ 
at  liberty,  confiftcntly  with  their  oath  and  covenant 
to  the  Company,,  and  that  they  fiiould  thankfully 

accept 
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of  his  counfel  and  aid  upon  all  fuch  occa* 
fions  as  they  were  taught  or  authorifed  by  their 
conftituentB  to  receive  or  folicit  them. 

Tbefe  conte/ls  threw  the  vhole  prefldenty  iiud 
parties^  and  the  nabob's  re(ped  for  theit  authority 
was  evidently  leflened.  The  great  bufinefs  of  the 
Camatic^  which  wafi  always  managed  in  concert 
with  hiai)  Was  for  the  prefent  at  a  (land,  as  the  na- 
bob prefumed  on  the  friendihip  fiiewed  him  by  the 
asinifterof  the  citiwn,  and  they  confiaditly  a[nrwered 
every  requiikion  made  to  them  from  him,  by  fe- 
tkytaQy  obferving,  that  as  his  MajeJSy  had  fent  out 
£uch  extiaordinsuy  powers  to  India,  they  cduld  da 
fi<>thing«  Thus,  by  the  iotrufion  of  a  ihinilleriat 
aiaaiaeiivfe^  the  govermaent  of  the  Company  on 
At  Madras  efiablifhment  underwent  a  temporary 
fui|>cofioR.  The  Company '^  fefvants  came  at  la(l 
io  the  rdblution  of  pcitting  an  end  to  ati  inter- 
tourfe,  which  produced  nothing  but  recrmiination. 
They  «»fequemly  told  the  ptenipotentiary,  very 
rotwdty,  -that  they  had  vio  leifure'  for  the  profecu- 
Hon  of  Aidi  a  warfare.  ^*  We  delire  to  take  our 
*  leav^  of  controverfy  with  you.  We  have  not 
*'  arty  time  for  fuch  an  employment.  If  the  Com- 
*'  paBfy  had  thought  we  &ouId  have  bees  thus  bar- 
^<  uikd,  ^ey  would  probably  have  engaged  2 
^'  pr<aqper  aumber  of  controveriiaf  writers  ia  their 
.**  fervice.  We  leave  you  the  field  open.  Advif^ 
*'  U8»  la  oar  duty.  GtHifure  us  for  ftegkftirt^  it.— r-- 
*•  Reproiach  us  for  ill-ufing  the  prince  of  the  coun- 
^^  try.  Continue  to  plead  his  caufc  againd  the  in- 
*•  tereils  and  rights  of  the  country.     And  tell  u.^ 
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'^*  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.     Affert  whAr 
"  you  pleafe.     Be  as  fevere  sls  you  pleafte.     We 
«'  fhall  be  filcnt  here,  and  if  we  reply  at  all,  it 
'  **  fliali  be  in  another  place." 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  intrigues  of  the  na- 
bob were  at  the  bottom  of  this  political  contention. 
His  power,  from  our  exertions  in  his  favour,  had 
by  this  time  obtained  a  very  confiderable  eftablifh- 
ment.     He  had  fettled  in  Madras,  with  a  view,  it 
was  believed,  of  gaining  an  afcendancy  over  the 
gentlemen  of  the  fetdement,  and  by  various  means 
to  intereft  them  pcrfonally  in  the  profperity  of  his 
family  and  affairs.     His  army  were  n)odelled  and 
difciplined  after  the  European  fafliion,  commanded 
by  Englifh  officers,  and  recruited  by  vaft  nombefs 
of  fugitive  Europeans.     His  dignity  and  influence, 
conneftcd  with  ftrong  ambition,  and  fpecious  abi- 
lity, were,    in  cohfequence  of  thefe   advantages, 
^acknowledged  in  every  part  of  India. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  times  to  embrace  every 
objcft  which  promifed  an  cxtcnfion  of  prerogative. 
The  defpotic  purfuits  of  government  were  fufficf- 
cntly  palpable  in  an  interference  with  the  conduct 
of  the  Company,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Great 
unpopularity  was  incurred,  and  a  very  ferious  con- 
troverfy  occafioncd  by  the  meafure.  In  following 
tip  the  fame  fatal  fyftem,  it  was  now  conceived  that 
the  crown  fhould  fuperintend  the  affairs  of  the 
Company  ;  and,  in  confcquctice  of  the  various  op- 
preflions  to  which  the  princes  in  the  country  were 
fiibjefted,  negociate  treaties,  and  eilablifh  con- 
jieQions  in  India,  totally  diflinft  and  feparate  from 

that 
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that  body.  To  fubftantiate  a  fcheme  thus  favour- 
able to  the  encroachments  of  power^  Sir  John 
Lind&y  had  been  invefted  with  thefe  extraordi- 
lory  and  alarming  powers,  in  which  he  now  ap- 
peared on  the  coaft  of  Orifia  and  Coromandel. 

Mr.  Haftings  probably  never  rendered  the  Conv- 
pany  more  efiential  fervice,  than  by  his  found  and 
fteady  advice  in  the  detedion  and  defeat  of  thb 
contracted  policy.     He  was  fecond  in  council  at 

*  the  time ;  and  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  perceive  his 
fagacity,  perfeverance,  and  difcernment,  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  argument  is  taken  up  and 

.profecuted  to  a  conclufion.  Its  operation,  how- 
ever, in  fpite  of  all  their  endeavours  to  keep  the 
natives  ignorant  of  .what  was  going  forward,  was 
vifible  and  ferious.  The  fervants  of  the  Company 
had  not  been  very  liberal  in  their  defcriptions  or 
acknowledgments  of  any  fuperior  authority.  Th^ 
Indian  powers  at  leaft  betrayed  their  ignorance  of 
4hat  circumftance,  by  the  aftonifhment  they  e)^ 
prefled  at  the  intelligence  they  had  probably  heard 
of  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  But 
the  functions  <onne&ed  with  thefe  chara8ers,  few 
or  none  of  them  could  poflibly  undcrftand.  They 
confidered  the  Company,  perhaps,  as  the  fountain 
-of  the  Britiih  power.     They  faw  their  fervants  en- 

*  joying  a  plenitude  of  authority  which  exceeded 
that  of  their  greateft  potentates.  They  witnefled 
the  fuperior  prowefs  of  their  armies,  and  they  con- 

-ftantly  h^ard  their  orders  appealed  to  as  fovereign 
and  inconteftible.     But  when  they  were  told  that ' 
obis  omnipotent  Company  coniilled  only  of  a  pri- 
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vate  {bciety  of  merchants,  tliat  none  6f  its  members 
had  the  honour  to  fill  any  important  department  of 
fiaic,  and  that  the  whole  fyftem  which'  they  had 
feen  produce  fuch  efiFe3s  in  India,  and  to  which 
they  had  looked  up  from  the  firft  with  reverence 
and  admiration,  was  ftiU  under  the  check  and  con* 
troul  of  on^  every  way  fuperior,  they  awoke  9S 
from  a  dream,  and  began  to  regard  the  individuals^ 
who  had  degraded  their  official  capacity  by  vena- 
lity or  infolence,  as  occupying  oidy  a  fubordinate" 
fphere.  They  foon  found  that  the  powers  of  thb 
mighty  body  were  only  delegated,  that  they  were' 
obtained  and  beld  merely  for  a  fpecific  term  of  years, 
and  that  they  were  to  look  elfewhere  for  ali  fiiutref 
conne€kions.  And  it  is  eafily  conceived  how  thdr 
pride  and  felf-importance  would  fweU,  when,  in* 
ftead  of  abje6l  dependents  on  the  Cotnpaiiy  oir 
their  agents,  they  were  taught  to  confifiler  dses-^ 
felves  as  friends,  allies,  fovereigns  and  eqtnis,  bf 
that  fuprcme  over-ruling  power  with  whom,  tiS 
then,  they  were  in  fome  degree  unacquainted. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  prefidency,  who  wtee  oiK 
the  fame  fpot,  and  underftood,  from  long  and  itx* 
timate  acquaintance,  the  temper  and  fentiments.of 
the  natives,  in  their  general  letters  to  the  court  of 
Dire3ors,  of  July,  1771,  expofe  with  great  ener- 
gy the  pernicious  effe£b  of  this  inteffcrcnec.— 
It  has  always  been  our  opinion,  "  fay  they,"  that 
with  your  authority  we  had  that  of  ourfovcrdgtf 
and  nation  delegated  to  us  through  you,  for  ma^ 
naging  the  important  concerns  of  our  country^ 
^*  under  this  prefidency.    It  is  upon  the  preva^ 
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^  lence  of  this  opinion  in  India,  that  our  influ^ 
**  ence  and  yoor  inter^ft  are  vitally  fonnded.  It 
^  was  in  the  confidence  of  this  opinion^  that  yoiir 
**  fervaixts,  exerting  all  their  vigour^  acqtiired  fiich 
^  power  and  wealth  for  their  country.  But  if  difa 
^  opinion  he  forfeited,  they  can  neither  ad  witb 
^  fpirit  ner  fuccefs ;  for  under  the  contixml  of  a 
^  fupertor  cotnmifiion,  they  dare  not,  they  can- 
^  not  exert  the  powers  with  which  they  aione  at^ 
^  entrufted ;  their  weakne&  and  difgrace  become 
**  conipicuouft,  and  they  atre  heM  in  deri&oii  bjr 
••  your  enemies/' 

Tfaey  cominiie  in  a  cham  of  the  noft  forcible 
-^iti  (jdmclufive  reafbning  to  arraign  the  condud  of 
vrinifters^  in  an  att^rmpt  to  enfiMre  and  fitrprile 
thetid,  by  the  introdudion  of  a  power  altogether 
tiew  and  extraordinary  in  thefe  pans.  This  ws» 
not^  in  their  opinion^  neceffaTy  to  heighten  their 
authority,  by  the  fenBion  of  his  Majefty's  nam^ 
which  they  had  without  any  fpeciat  interpofitioo, 
and  which,  added  in  this  manner,  ftamped  all  the 
former  procecditigs  of  the  Company  with  iltegality 
and  ufisrpation .  They  alledged  that  it  was  intended 
to  terrify  them  into  a  furrender  of  their  delegated 
andKMrfty,  or  to  render  them  o%je6ls  of  jnft  pro- 
icription.  They  complained  that  the  plentpdlei»- 
diary's  powtrs  extended  only  to  an  uncandid  eir- 
^irjr  into  their  pail  meafures,  an  ungenerous  cen- 
fiirc  of  tlieft:  condnft,  a  demand  of  their  rcoopfc,  a 
partial  indication  of  the  nabob's  allegations^  in  op- 
pofiiion  to  the  rights  of  the  Company,  and  a  genc- 
nd  depor^nent  tending  to  diminilh  their  confer 
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quence  in  the  eyes  of  their  allies  and  enemies.-^- 
They  confidered  it  as  unconftitutional,  to  s^ply 
the  great  fcal  of  Great  Britain  to  the  hidden  pur- 
pofcs  of  UUres  dc  cachet,  or  to  fend  out  fecretly  the 
whole  powers  of  prerogative,  for  the  fole  end  of 
.opprefling  the  Company's  fervants,  in  a  fituation 
.where  they  could   have  no    poffible  recourfe  to 
the  advice  of  law.     They  regarded  themfelves  as 
their  predeceflbrs  were,  the  only  legal  reprefenta- 
lives  of  the  Britifh  government  in  that  remote  part 
of  his  Majefty 's  dominions.    Officers  of  the  higheft 
commiffion  from  the  crown  had  afled  under  thera, 
as  in  other  colonies  of  the  empire.     And  they  did 
not  think  themfelves  at  liberty  to  furrender  their 
authority,  in  defiance  of  their  duty  to  their  fove- 
xeign,  their  country,  or  their  trull.     They  had  no 
fuch  intimation  from  the  Direflors,  their  immediate 
fuperiors.     And  they  concluded  by  obferving,  that 
,the  forces  they  commanded  fliould  forthwith  be 
configned  into  the  hand^  of  the  crown,  and  trans- 
ferred with  the  plenary  powers  to  the  abfolute  di- 
reSion  a,nd  difpofal  of  his  Majelly's  minifter* 

The  fide  to  which  the  nabob  leaned  during  the 
.pendency  of  this  ardent  conteft,  the  folicitude  of 
the  Plenipotentiary  to  intereft  himfelf  in  his  affairs^ 
and  the  ardour  which  "Appeared  in  his  correfpoa- 
dence  with  the  prefidency  to  criminate  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  condufted  themfelves  to  that 
prince,  interrupted  for  a  while  the  harmony  which 
had  formerly  fubfiftcd  between  the  fervants  of  the 
Company  and  their  ally.  An  event,  however,  was 
now  on  the  tapis,  which  in  its  formation,  progrels, 

and 
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ahd  termination,  feems  to  have  quafhed  aU  differ^* 
cnces,  and  united  them  more  intimately  than  ever. 

The  Camatic  was  not  only  infefted  by  ftraggling 
parties  of  the  Marrattos^  and  Various  groupes  of 
banditti  which,  hovered  on  its  frontiers,  but  feveral 
of  its  dependent  Rajahs,  Zemindars,  and  Polygars^' 
were  ftill  refraftory,  and  declined  the  punflual  dif- 
cbarge  of  their  refpeftive  tribdtes.  Moft  of  thefe 
wera  cafily  reduced.  The  King  of  Tanjore  was 
the  moft  formidable.  He  wa5  connefted  with  fome 
of  the  moft  refpeftable  powers  in  India.  His* 
wealth,  on  fuch  a  theatre  of  political  venality, 
rendered  his  fituation  at  once  invidious  and  con- 
^icuous.  For  here,  more  perhaps  than  in  any 
other  country,  the  only  infallible  protedion  agaihft' 
depredation  and  outrage  is  poverty  and  infignifi* 
cance. 

This  Rajah,  who  owes  fo  much  celebrity  to  his 
iuf&rings,  is  one  of  thofe  Gentoo  princes  whofe 
anceftors  were  never  entirely  fubdued  by  the  Tar- 
tars. He  had  been  for  years  in  the  ftrideft  alii* 
ance  with  the  Company  and  the  nabob,  and  en- 
gaged with  them  in  the  joint  perils  and  fortunes  of 
former  wars.  By  the  treaty  of  Paris,  Salabatjine 
was  recognized  fubah  of  the  Decan,  and  Maho- 
med Ali  Cawn  nabob  of  the  Carnatic.  Thefe  ar- 
rangements were  chiefly  prefcribed  by  the  Englilh, 
and  the  Mogul  readily  granted,  from  time  to  time, 
fuch  powers  on  his  part  as  were  neceflary  to  give 
them  validity  and  effeft.  Accounts  were  confe- 
quenrty  liquidated,  and  a  convention,  under  the 
authority  and  guarantee  of  the  Company,  between 

their 
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their  own  allies,  immediately  took  place  for  than 
imrpofe.  Whatever  arrears  were  due  to  the  Mo- 
gul, as  well  a3  his  future  tribute,  the  nabob  of  Ar- 
cot  was  appointed  to  receive,  with  the  allowance 
<£  a  handfbme  premium  for  his  trouble.  The 
Company  rcferved  to  themfelves  the  right  of  fec- 
iiig  this  truft  properly  fulfiUed.  The  right  of  the 
Rajah  to  his  feveral  dominions  were  Ukewife  efta- 
Uiflaed.  Sublequent  to  thefe  tranf^dions  the  na<-- 
bob  and  Rajah  were  conneded  in  a  variety  of  ub- 
<krtakings.  In  fettling  their  refpeOive  clftims,  in 
confequence  of  thefe  new  en^gements,  the  Rajah 
iniifted  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  for  certain  mi- 
litary fervices  performed  for  the  nabob ;  and  tbs 
nabob,  that  he  was  entided  to  the  fum$  ftipulated 
by  the  late  convention,  withont  any  abatement. 

The  feveral  powers  in  whofe  meafures  the  pre- 
fidency  at  this  time  were  mod  deeply  interefted. 
were  the  Manrattos,  the  Nabob^  and  the  Rajah.**^ 
The  former  difcovered  the  ftrongeft  anxiety  for 
engaging  the  Company  in  an  offenilve  alliance, 
not  for  their  affiftance  in  the  field.  They  were 
themfelves  more  than  a  match  for  Hyder  Ally.-— > 
^ut  they  Very  fincerely  wifhed  to  inveigle  us  into 
fuch  a  connexion,  as  might  determsne  us  to  take 
an  a6live  part  in  the  dcftruBion  of  his  c^itals, 
that  they  might  have  nodiing  further  to  dread  from 
our  fubfequent  attachment  to  the  fortunes  of  their 
enemy.  To  this  meafure  tbe  Nabob  hsrd'  taught 
them  to  believe,  that  they  bad  it  in  their  power  to 
threaten  or  compel  us  when  they  pleafed.  And 
be  was  the  more  interefted  in  tbe  accooaplilhrneM 
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of  fech  an  aUiance,  that  he  ex{>eded  to  have  ob* 
tained  in  return  a  confiderable  fliare  of  the  con* 
quered  territories.  The  king  of  Tanjore  had  aU 
ways  been  apprebenfive  that  the  Nabob  wiihed  to 
poffels  himfelf  of  his  co^intry  the  moment  he  waa' 
abte>  but  his  apprehenfions  were  more  than  ever 
confirmed^  fince  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh  Pleni^ 
pot^itiary.  He  was  confequently  defirous  of  in« 
volving  the  Camatic^  in  proportion  as  his  own  fafe^ 
ty  depended  on  the  inability  of  the  Nabob.  And 
the  Marrattos  feemed  prepared  for  any  enterprize 
that  would  moft  eiFe£iually  prevent  our  alfifting 
Hyder»  and  command  our  acquiefcence  in  the 
terms  they  propofed. 

It  might  have  been  expe£ted,  that^  thus  fituated, 
the  prefidency  of  Madras  would  have  endeavour^ 
ed  to  compromife  the  difference  between  the 
Nabob  and  the  Rajah,  They  adopted,  however^ 
an  oppofite  policy,  and  laid  it  down  as  a  principle 
in  their  confultations  on  the  fubjeft,  that  the  Rajab 
was  by  much  too  powerful  for  his  lituation,  and  that 
his  redu£iion  was  in  fome  degree  neceifary  to  the 
peace  of  the  Camatic.  Under  the  influence  of 
this  conclufion,  an  expedition  againft  Tanjore  was 
planned  and  executed,  in  concert  with  the  Nabobj^ 
IB  the  latter  end  of  1771 .  The  king's  minifter  on 
the  coaft  was  acceifary  to  the  meafure,  and  gave 
it  all  the  encouragement  in  his  power, .  though  the 
feafon  obliged  him  to  leave  the  road  before  its 
completion. 

The  Company's  troops  were  commanded  by 
P^ner^  Smith,  ^'bo  was  enjoined  to  do  nothing 

but 
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hat  with  Aie  advice  of  Oihdal  ul  Omrah  Bejidiider;. 
the  nabob's  eldeft  fon.     The  army  was  thirty-fix 
days  before  Tanjore.     A  breach  was  made  in  the 
yalls,  which  the  Eflgli(h,  in  revenge  for  the  lives, 
ths^t  were  loft  before  the  place,  panted  to  ftorm. 
There  was  not   an  individual  in   the  airmy  who 
doubted  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  when  the 
young  nabob  prevented  the  hazard  of  a  repulfe,  by 
concluding  a  peace  with  the  Rajah.     The  army 
were  enraged  from  their  difappointment  of  the 
plunder  they  expeded  from  the   capture   of  the 
town.     It  was  an  event  fo  little  forefeen,  that  the 
Bews  of  it  was  every  where  received  with  furprife. 
The  terms,  though  adequate  to  the  caufes  afligned 
(<>r  the  war,  were  not  fatisfafitory.     The  Nabob  s 
fon  protefted  that  he  was  guided  by  the  advice  of 
General  Smith,  and  that  matters  were  precipitated 
^y  the  feverity  of  the  rains,  the  fickoels  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  camp,  and  a  Arong  probability  that 
the  Marrattos  approached  to  -the  relief  of  Tanjore. 
The  general  confidered  the  honour  of  the  army 
as  facrificed  in  this  inftance,  by  a  confpiracy  be- 
tween the  Nabob  and  his  fop.   The  Nabob  found  it 
alfo  convenient  to  diflemble  the  greateft  chagrin 
and  refemment  at  a  tranfa£lion  fo  unequal  to  his 
V/ifhes.     But  the  difplcafure  of  the  prefidency  was 
exprcfled  in  the  moll  pointed  and  explicit  language. 
They  declare  to  General  Smith,  "  That  in  the 
very  commencement  of  peace  they  fhould  be 
providing  as  if  they  were  on  the  very  eve  of  a 
^  war."     The  principles,  however,  in  which  the 
unpopulaj-ity  of  the  peace  originated  are  pretty 

obvious. 


re 

€€ 


TRANSACtldNS  tU  INDlA.  177 

bbvious.  The  legal  claims  of  the  troops  ta  the 
booty^  which  the  riches  of  the  rajah  promifed  oil 
the  reduftion  of  his  capital  were  defeated.  The 
creditors  of  the  Nabob  had  been  given  to  under- 
lland«  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  tresifiires  of  Tan- 
jore  would  be  put  in  his  pofleffion;  and  that  then 
his  accounts  would  be  liquidated.  The  govern- 
ment of  Madras  was  alfo  deceived.  Co-operating 
with  the  nabob,  in  his  hoftilities  againft  their  ally, 
put  an  end  to  their  conn&6lion ;  and  as  it  deftroyed 
all  his  future  expeflations  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  it 
expofed  the  Carnatic  to'  the  exafpefated  intrigues 
of  a  mafi  whofe  lituation  had  become  defperate. 

All  the  hopes  which  the  Nabob  had  entertained 
l>f  ftqpport  from  the  crown,  ifi  oppofition  to  the  in* 
(ereft  of  the  Company,  as  exhibited  and  main- 
tauned  by  their  fervants,  were,  as  he  had  fhrcwdly 
fil(pe3edi  ultimately  vifiohary.  The  remonftran- 
tes  of  Sir  John  Lindfay  had,  perhaps,  not  fufhci- 
ently  confulted  the  perfonal  cdnfequenoe  of  the 
gentlenfen  vrhb  managed  the  cbncerns  of  the  Cont- 
panyi  to  produce  any  fubftantial  effefl.  He  wa^ 
fbperfeded  by  Shr  fi.obeft  Harland  in  the  fame  im- 
portant truft,  ^ho  was  invefted  by  the  fame  pow- 
ers, and  inftruded  to  perfevferc  in  accomplifhing 
the  fame  objeQ.  His  reeeption,  notwithftanding 
the  orders  of  the  Direftors  to  treaf  him  with  all 
that  politenefs  and  refpeA  due  to  his  Ration  and- 
chara£ier,  was  ftill  cold  and  diftant.  He  avowed 
it  as  one  principal  end  of  his  commiflion,  to  urge 
the  claims  of  the  Nabob,  and  to  obtain,  if  poflibby 
a  more  fedulous  attention  to  his  intcrcfts,  from  the 
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gentlemen  of  the  prefidcncy.     He  aflerted  the 
right  \vhich  the  Nabob  had  to  rely  for  fupport  and 
proteftion  from  the  crown.     He  reprobated  wid% 
fcverity  the  oppofkion  given  to  the  kaft  appear- 
ance of  fubftantiating  thefe  natural  and  welKground-^ 
cd  expcflaiions.     He  refolved  the  obvious  jealoufy^ 
which  influenced  the  members  of  the  council  into 
a  narrow  and  mittakcn  policy.-  And  he  upbraided 
them  with  ccnfuring  a  meafure  which  he  conceived 
to  be  the  facred  privilege  of  Majefty.     This,  hoW'\ 
ever,  proved  to  be  no  more  than  the  ftrong  im- 
meaning  phrapology  of  official  profeflipn.     The. 
Britifli  goverment  was  too  wife  to  perfift  in  realiz- 
ing projects  incompatible  with  the  Company's  prof- 
pcrity.     The  firmnefs  of  the  preGdency  difpofcd 
^ir  Robert  to  relax  his  tone.     When  the  paflions 
pf  both  parties  gave  way  to  mature  refleflions, 
mutual  complaifancc  took  place,  and  a  cordial  ex-\ 
change  of  good  offices  diftinguiflied  their  fub(e- 
quent  intercourfe.       They  were    henceforth  as 
clofely  united  in  facilitating,  as  they  had  widely 
differed  before  in  their  opinions  concerning  the 
intercfts  of  the  Nabob.     He  was  himfclf  the  folfe 
occafion  of  the  controverlj,  and  it  afforded  him 
thofe   ufeful  inftruClions, .  that  all  application   to 
other  refources  than  his  own  prudence  for  redrefs 
under  the  wrongs  he  fuffered  from  the  prefidcncy^ 
were  vain  and  nugatory ;  that,  as  he  was  circum^ 
(lanced,  no  fyftem  whatever  would  operate  effec- 
tual relief,  in  which  their  ftaiion,   their  confe« 
quence,  and  their  expeQations,  were  not  properly 
confultcd ;  and  th^t  the  moft  folcmn  alTuranccs  of 
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'^ilropean  inonsirchs  were  not  more  certain  or  un« 
equivocal,  than  thofe  of  Indian  Rajahsj  Nabob^sj 
Governors  and  Subahs. 

The  only  aftire  fervicc  which  the  ttoop&  had 
andenaken^  fubfequent  to  the  Tanjore  expedition^ 
was  the  redudion  of  the  Marawar  and  Nalcootv 
Polligars.    Thefe  countries  lie  by  the  fea  fide,  on 
the  frontier  of  Tanjore,  and  have  always  been 
deemed  dependencies  of  the  Carnatic.     They  are 
inhabited  by  a  brave,  induftrious,  and  independent 
people,  who,  from  their  habits  of  life^  their  mode 
of  defence,  their  natural  fittiation,  and  their  con- 
tempt of  danger,  have  never  perhaps  been  wholly 
fubdued.      Inaccef&ble   hills,    and    impenetrable 
w€x>d^,  aiford  them  a  fecure  retreat  from  every 
enemy.     To  thefe  faRnefles  they  retire  when  pur<» 
fued,  and  iffue  from  them  at  pleafure,  to  take  ad*" 
vantage  of  the  invaders.     They  have  always  he]d 
their  lands  by  a  kind  of  military  tenure,  by  which 
they  attend  their  refpe£tive  chieftains  to  the  field. 
They  are  fierce  and  barbarous  to  none  but  fuch  as 
rifit  them  wnh  hoftile  intentions.     They  have  the 
crafttncis  of  all  rude  nations  befct  with  po^\'erful 
neighbours,  anxious  ta  reduce  and  enllave  them. 
The  Nabob  avows  no  other  reafon  for  invading  the 
powerful  habitations  of  thefe  innocent  people,  but' 
ibM  they  were  backward  to  pay  a  tribute  extorted 
fyom  them  by  fcM-ce  of  arms.    And  he  ieems  tcr 
inVe  been  fufpefted  both  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
council  and  the  officer?  of  the  army,  to  aim  rather 
at  extinction  than  conqueft.     The  fortifications, 
though  mimerous,  wer^  only  defended  by  a  rabble, 
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and  confequently  foon  reducecT.  It  wa9  impoffifil^ 
ib,  draw  the  enemy  intq  any  formal  engagement* 
On  the  approach  of  the  £ngliffi»  expe^ng  a  con*- 
tinuation  of  their  ancient  privileges,  they  remained* 
at  their  ploughs,  and  in  fome  meafure  facilitated 
the  means  of  jconquering  theirchiefs.  When moSt 
of  the  forts  had  fallen  into  our  hands,  they  re- 
mained for  the  moft  part .  neutral,  until  they  va^ 
derftood  that  the  Nabob  meant  to  rob  them  of  thofe 
lands  which  they  hoped  to  have  detained.  Thjt 
policy  threw  the  whole  country  into  a  flam?.  The 
ploughman  eveiy  where  took  arms,,  and  the  viUa^ 
ges  were  inftantly  cpnverted  into,  fo  many  camps 
ef  obfer.vation.  Soldiers  as  well  as  ploughmen, 
they  could  appear  in  what  fhape  they  pleafed,  witir 
or  without  arms^  but  were  fure  never-  to  expofe- 
themfelves  but  where  they  had  m^nifefBythe  ad^ 
vantage.  It  was  therefore  reprefented  to  the  Na* 
bob,  and  the  Prefidency,  in  a  manner  that  did'ho^ 
liour  to  the  feelings  of  Colonel  Bonjour,  who  ccnb- 
manded  in  the  Nalcooty  province,  that  this  mode 
of  fettling  the.  country  woald  require' extremities 
of  a  fhocking  nature.  Nor  then  .would  fae^pro* 
mife,  that  matters  fhould  be  fo  adjufted  as  to  pro* 
duce  fatisfa6lion.  He  ftated,*  that  the  viilagts 
were  generally  abandoned  by  the  men  asthelroopi^ 
advanced ;  that  whatever  baggage  remained  -  be-  ~ 
hind  with  fuch  ftraggling  parties  as  followed  ther 
detachment,  were  taken  By  thofe  villagers ;  tha^ 
as  the  aggreflbrs  were -not  to  be  found,  and'repri^^ 
fals  were  indifpenfible,  he  was  under  the  neceffity* 
of  burning  the  cottage:;  c^  the  poor^  andoth^rvrifii  # 
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fnmihiiig  the  innocent  and  helplef^^  who^  inca- 
.]iabk  as  they  were  of  doing  them  any  injury,  could 
Dckher  efcape  nor  refill  the:refentment  of  an  en^ 
(faged  foldiery. 

•    It  is  obfervabJean  the  hiftory  of  thefetranfac* 
^OiTis,  bow  often  the  moft  .ihocking  details  of  war, 
from  fcenes  of  cruelty  and  horror^  are  replete  with 
leflbns  ef  mercy.     But  thefe  defcriptions,   even 
under  the  fandion  of  official  difpatches,  ar£  feldom 
ioterefting  to  trading  politicians,  whofe  minds  arc 
Xolely  engrofled  by  articles  of  lofs  and  gain,  who 
iead 'forth  their  armies,  as  .they  do  their  Ihips,  on 
principles  of  calculation,  and  who  eftimate  their 
military  operations  only  by  the  fources  of  profit 
JK^hich  they  lay  open»  or  the  means  of  peculation 
jifhich  they  procure.     Thefe  human^e  emotions  iti 
the  bceaft  of  a  foldier,  inftead  of  exciting  any 
.fympatbeticfenfations,  werereprefled  by  the  ftudied 
£leiice  of  -the  council;  and  he  was  coolly  enjoined 
4o continue  bis  exertions,  which' he  did  until  the 
4ealh  of  Tandw^ray  Pilla,  the  chief  of  the  coun- 
try, renderod  them^unoecefiTary, 
.    This  ;difgraceful  campaign  feems  no  improper 
^epitome  of  all  the  Company's  wars  in  the  vicinity 
.of  their  feveral  fettlements.     Whatever  country 
^romifes  the  cheapeft  conqueft,  anfwers  mofi  effec- 
jRUiaUy  the  views  of  ambuioq,  or  is  on  the  whole 
•j>eft  calculated  to  Tcpay  the  expence  of  extertni- 
•iiating  its  inhabitants;  falls  within  the  fatal  circle 
of  their  miUtary  inftru£Uons.     And  whether  at  is 
r£tuated   on  the   one  extremity   of  Indoftan  or 
other,  the  Company's  allies  muH  he  afiifted, 
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their  troops  employed,  their  territories  enlarged, 
their  treafure  improved.     Though  the  people  who, 
jn  thefe  cafes,  never  have  the  faculty  of  eleftionj 
would  rather  embrace  than  oppofe  them,  though 
their  manners  may  be  as  unprovoking  as  their  lives 
may  be  ufeful,  they  may  unfortunately  have  of- 
fended fome  bafe  unprincipled  knave  of  ftate,  who 
has  the  addrefs  to  fatiate  his  revenge  on  his  foes  by 
means  of  his  friends.     It  was  thus  with  Rohtlcund, 
with  Nalcooty,  and  with  Marawar.     General  Smith 
headed  the  expedition  againft  thisdiftriftinperfon. 
No  regular  force  once  appeared  to  intercept  his 
march.     The  natives  only  made  a  ftand  in  the  de- 
fence of  Ramanadapor^m,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, the  feat  of  their  government,  the  refidencc 
of  their  chiefs,  and  the'ftronghold  where  they  de- 
poiited  their  treafure,  and  to  which  they  repaired 
on  the  appearance  of  danger.    The  Britifh  artillery 
foon  breached  the  walls,  and  Major  Braithewaite  s 
grenadiers  carried  the  afiauk  fword  in  hand.    The 
Celeries  were  animated  with  fury.     There  were 
in  the  fort  about  three  thoufand  armed  men.     A 
few  took  refuge  in  the  palace,  and  faved  their  lives, 
as  the  firA'confufion  was  over  before  our  troops 
advanced ;  but  far  the  greater  number  bravely  died 
in  the  breach,  or  threw  themfelves  over  the  walk. 
In  this  manner  was  an  expedition,  of  the  Compa- 
ny's troops  completed,  about  the  beginning  of  1773, 
in  which  the  moft  remarkable  tranfa^on  is  per- 
haps the  recrimination  which  took  place  between 
jhe  young  Nabob  and  the  officers  of  the  Britilh  ar- 
my, concerning  the  diftfibution  pf  the  boQty.-»- 
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"When  he  was  but  hifled  by  the  foldiers  who  fought 
his  batties^  the  gentlemen  of  the  prefidcncy  Were 
alarmed,  refehted  the  infuh,  and  interrogated  the 
general.  The  remonftrance  of  thofe  who  conceiv- 
ed their  intercflr  afFefted  by  his  avarice,' was  even 
conftnied  into  an  indignity,  and  their  caufe  aban- 
doned by  their  employers,  that  the  embarraflments 
x>f  their  ally  might  not  be  faid  to  originate  in  coun- 
a&.  So  wonderfully  delicate  was  their  tendernefc 
Ibr  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.  It  was  not  enough  to  fay, 
that  an  apparent  negle8:  of  ceremony,  where  an 
individual  alone  was  concerned,  affeQed  them  much 
more  deeply  than  the  maflacrc  of  thoufands.  But 
there  was  no  channel  by  which  the  misfortunes  of 
tbefe  wretched  mortals  could  poflibly  touch  their 
hearts.  It  was  only  to  the  etiquette  of  humanity 
diat  thefe  doughty  arbiters  of  national  defliny  were 
callous  or  inattentive  *. 

Notwithftanding  the  conftant  attention  which 
thofe  tranfaftions  required,  both  from  tl>c  Nabob 
and  the  Prefidency,  they  loft  no  time  or  opportu- 
nity of  watching  the  King  of  Tanjore.  It  was 
Ac  misfortune  of  this  prince,  that  he  was  reputed 
to  be  immenfely  rich  ;  that  he  poffefled  one  of  the 
moft  valuable  diftrifts  in  the  Carnatic,  and  that  fo 
contiguous  to  the  prefidency,  and  furrounded  by 
the  territories  of  the  Nabob,  he  pre  fumed  to  affert 
his  independence.  Thefe  were  the  true  caufcs  of 
die  original  quarrel  taken  up  againft  him.  The 
termination  of  this  had  left  the  ally  and  fcrvants  of 
the  Company  very  much  diflatisficd.     Solicitous 
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for  a  breach  of  the  friendfhip  then  fubfiftihg,  hi^ 
minuted  a£iton«  vere  critically  infpe^led.  The 
conne6lions  which  had  always  been  cultivated  be*- 
iween  him  and  the  neighbouring  powers  were  im- 
puted to  intrigues  with  the  enemies  of  the  Carna-> 
tic.  The  N^bob  was  incpnfed  that  the  foUigar^ 
whom  he  h^ld  fo  lately  expelled^  (hould  find  an 
afylum  in  Tanjore ;  the  garrifon  at  Vellum  not  . 
haA'ing  been  provided  for  in  the  late  treaty,  were 
not  fuihciently  fupplied  with  provifions ;  the  Col- 
lerics^  who  live  on  the  frontiers  of  his  country^  had 
feized  fome  cattle  from  the  province  of  Trichinor 
poiy  ;  a  trifling  debt  which  he  owed  the  Company 
for  paddy  had  not  been  difcbarged,  and  he  was  in 
jirrears  to  the  Nabob.  Thefp  were  the  mighty  rea- 
funs  which  decided  the  fate  of  the  Rajah.  He 
faw  th^  dorm  that  gathered  around  him.  He  knew 
the  Nabob  to  be  inexorable,  and  that  the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  Company  would  be  exerted  to  fub- 
iiantiate  his  mod  inordinate  demands.  He  was  in 
the  condition  of  aperfon  ftruggling  for  life,  where 
f  very  other  idea  is  abforbed  in  that  of  felf-prefer- 
vation.  The  only  powers  who  could  afford  him 
adequate  fecurity  from  the  impending  danger,  were 
Hyder  Ally  and  the  Marrattos.  With  tfoth  he  en- 
deavoured to  procure  fuch  afliftance  as  the  exigen- 
ces of  his  fituation  required.  But  hp  was  certainly 
not  chargeable  with  treachery,  or  a  juft  objoft  of 
hoftility  or  deftruftion,  bccaufe  impelled  in  this 
rnanner  to  an  equivocal  conduft,  adopted  or  avoid- 
ed upon  the  inllant,  to  prevent  his  ruin. 

•  The 
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■TM  Nabob,  perfedly  acquaioted  with  the  mode 
jof  fecuring  the  co-operation  of  the  Company's 
forcesp  eaiily  prevailed  with  the  Prefidency  to  ap« 
point  a  fecond  expedition  againft  Tanjore  with  9 
large  ^npy.  Without  fixing  any  precife  terms  (or 
the  Company^  th^y  engaged  to  place  the  fortg^ 
vhen  taken,  in  hi»  hands,  with  whatever  ftores  or 
^ScQj^  it  niight  contain.  But  in  cafe  it  ihould  ba 
captured  by  (toriBj  the  plunder  was  to  be  the  pro?* 
petty  of  the  troops.  The  Rajah  was  not  to  be  at-* 
tacked  unprep^e4.  Though  neither  Hyder  Ally 
nor  the  Marrattos  i^rould  ^^^  ^n  a£live  part  in  thfli 
ponqueil,  he  found  means  to  mufter  twenty  thou-^ 
(and  men,  whom  he  armed  in  hifi  caufe.  Thele 
were  conunanded  by  the  aged,  but  faithful  and 
bi]^ve  Monajee-  Both  Danes  and  Dutch  are  faid  ta 
have  fecretly  aOi^led  him  with  men,  money  and 
ftores.  Our  tropps  entered  his  territories  in  the. 
beginning  of  Auguft,  1773.  On  the  fixth  of  the 
lame  month,  a  ikirmilh  happened  between  a  party 
Qf  the  Nabob's  cavalry  and  the  enemy,  in  which 
the  former  had  the  advantage.  The  detail  of  the 
{iege  contained  nothing  very  important  or  pecu^ 
liar.  On  the  twentieth,  ground  was  broken  before 
the  place ;  thp  twenty-feventh,  our  batteries  were 
opened,  but  a  pra^cable  breaph  was  not  eifefied 
before  the  feventeenth  of  September,  whep  the 
fort  was  rather  furprifed  than  flormed,  at  noon^ 
under  a  moft  intenfe  heat,  and  while  the  garrifon 
were  at  viQuals  in  their  own  houfes.  The  Rajah 
and  his  family,  with  Mpnajce  and  his  fons,  were 

made 
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made  prifoncrs;  and  the  Nabob,  having  ^reed  to 
fatisfy  the  army,  the  place  was  not  plundered. 

The  news  of  this  conqueft  -were  received  in 

England  with  univerfal  reprobation  and  difguft..^ 

-   It  is  hard  to  fay  which  were  moft  feverely  crirai- 

liated,  the  intrigues  of  the  Nabob,  or  the  teineritT 

of  the  council.     The  meafure  was  confidered  as 

repugnant  to  the  policy  of  the  Company,  and  to  the 

fpirit  of  thofe  orders  which  their  fervants  were  in 

.  the  habit  of  receiving  from  the  Direftors.     The 

only  remedy  which  could  be  applied  under  thefe 

circumftanpes,  was  the  immediate  reftoration  of 

the  Rajah.   And  the  great  difficulty  to  be  refolvcd 

was,  how  this  refolution   could  be  executed. 

Their  fervants  on  the  fpot,  whofe  feals  were  fet  to 
the  outrage  which  it  was  deemed  fo  neceflary  to 
redrcfs,  could  not  be  cntrufted  with  the  carrying 
into  effeft  a  plan  fo  obvioufly  intended  to  fix  a 
ftigma  on  their  former  conduft.     The  many  cmi- 
nent  and*  important  fervices  which  the  Company 
owed  to  Lord  Pigot,  while  laft  governor  of  Ma- 
dras,  fttggefted  the  idea  of  fending  him  out  a-ftew 
with  full  powers  for  accomplifhing  the  views  of  this^ 
delicate  and  arduous  commiffion.     He  was  in  high 
cftimation  for  his  civil  adminiftration,  bis  military 
exertions,  and  his  private   charaacr.     From  his 
appekrance  as  governor  and  prefident  of  Madras, 
where  he  had  acquired  the  moft  general  and  well- 
grounded  refpeQ,  very  fanguine  expeaations  were 
entertained.     The  Nabob,  however,    not  a  litde 
anxious  to  defeat  the  intentions  of  the  Direaors, 
borro^ved  prodigious  fums  of  money  from  the  mem- 
ber* 
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faec&of  the  prefidency^  and  others  whofe  influence 
he  thought  worthy  of  purchafe.  A  profufion  of 
corruption  not  only  took  place  in  Madras^  but  is 
faid  to  have  extended  to  England^  where  an  inun* 
dation  of  artful  apologies  for  his  condud^  replete 
with  the  moft  pointed  inveftives  againft  the  king  of 
Tanjore,  deluged^  at  lead  for  fome  time,  the  pub* 
lie  attention.  It  was  about  the  latter  end  of  1775* 
that  the  noble  Governor  arrived  at  Fort  Saint 
Qeorge.  He  announced  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
the  contents  of  his  commiflion,  as  foon  as  the  va- 
rious formalities  elfential  to  a  legal  aflumption  of 
government  had  taken  place.  The  Nabob  was  not 
backward  to  maintain  the  ground  in  which  he 
thought  himfelf  fecurely  entrenched.  He  infilled 
on  his  claim  to  the  country,  by  all  the  laws  of  In- 
dia, and  his  treaties  with  the  Company.  His 
reprefentations  were  without  effe£l.  Lord  Pigot 
thought  it  his  indifpenfible  duty  to  fee  the  orders 
of  his  confUtuents  literally  fulfilled.  This  he  ef« 
fe£led  early  in  the  Spring  df  1776.  The  difputes 
that  followed  were  peculiarly  violent,  obftinate  and 
perfonal.  Every  fubfequent  regulation  he  propo- 
sed, met,  from  f^ven  members  of  the  council,  with 
an  ardent  and  inveterate  oppofition.  It  is  faid 
Tanjore  had  been  pledged  to  thefe  men  as  a  fecu- 
nty  for  the  property  which  they  had  trufted  in  the 
Nab€>b's  hands.  This;  they  apprehended,  would 
be  lofi,  on  the  refloration  of  the  Rajah;  and  they 
were  not  without  fufpicion,  that  the  debt  itfelf 
would  be  found  *in  no  better  predicament.  And 
wl^n  they  became  intemperate,  his  Lordfhip  did 

not 
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Bol  certainly  preferve  his  moderation.  Their  dif- 
fering fo  widely  from  him  in  opinion/  on  ground* 
which  (truck  him  at  leaft  as  equivocal,  the  confer 
^uence  he  derived  from  the  confidence  of  his  enh* 
ployers>  the  hononirabie  manner  in  which  the  me^ 
fit  of  hisibrmer  condud;  had  been  acknowledged* 
and  the  neceffity  he  conceived  himfeif  under,  of 
iofing  no  time  in  realizing  the  arrangements  pre^ 
Icribed  oy  llie  DireQors^  added  to  the  natural  fe^ 
Terity  of  a  carriage  by  no  means  conciliating^ 
|urecipilated  him  jn  meafures  :which  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  juftify.  He  advifed  Meflrs.  Stratton  and 
Brook,  that  as  ht  bad  fomething  to  propole  ia 
•council  which  concerned  them  perfonally,  ii  would 
vbe  decent  for  >them  to  withdraw.  They  implicitly 
complied  with  his  requeft,  and  were  inftantly  fuf- 
jprended  by  his  caftin^  vole.  Sir  Robert  Flecber^ 
commander  in  chief,  was  at  the  fame  time,  and 
'On  the  fame  account,  laid  undqr  arreft. 

This  arbitrary  condu6k  in  the  Governor  was  ea- 
gerly adopted  by  the  fecluded  members  as  a  pr«« 
4:edent  for  juitifying  the  (lepthey  had  meditated. 
They  inftantly  determined  to  fecure  the  perfon  of 
the  prefirdent,  and  effei^  fuch  a  revolution  in  the 
ietdement,  as  fliould  pat  the  power  entirely  into 
their  o^^  hands.  Colonel  Smart  had  of  coiurfe 
fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  forces.  Any 
violence  offered  to  his  Lordihip  within  the  precinds 
of  the  fort,  would  fubjeft  the  a6lors  to  the  penahy 
of  the  mutiny-aft.  From  this  iituation,  however, 
lie  was  artfully  inveigled,  in  confequence  of  repof- 
ing  aa  implicit  truft  in  theiidejky  and  friendfliip 
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of  &e  commander  in  chief.  ^  This  gentleman  pa£- 
led.  feveral .  hours  in  the  morning  with  Lord  Pi^aV 
on  termfr  of  the  moft  unreferved  and  cordial  intir 
macy .  He  prevailed  on  the  Govern  or  to  ileep  for 
ihal  night  at  the  villa  where  be  generaUy  retired  in* 
ibe  evemng.  The  Colonel  invited  himfelf  to  «. 
ieat  in  his  Lordibip's  carriage.  They  we^e  fcaice 
half  a  mile  from  the  fort^  when  Colonel  Edin^oft 
xode  up,  waved  his  naked  fword  over  the  hor£e» 
Imids,  and  called  out,  Sippys  !  Captain  Lyfai^bt 
at  the  bead  of  a  party,  inftantly  ruihed  to  the  door 
•f  the  chaife>  and  prefenting  a  piild,  told  fai»  » 
Lard&ip  that  he  was  )m  prifoner.  Cc^nd  Stuadn^ 
luiving  no  longer  occafion  for  difguife,  tore  off  the 
nalk,  and  feizing  his  Lordihip  rudely  by  the  amv 
ind.him  Get  out^  They  precipitated  him  into  a  €ar«^ 
liage  that  waited  for  the  pnirpofe^  hurried  hivi^  t^ 
the  Moiu%  and  delivered  him  into  the  cuftody  of 
Major  Home»  the  commanding  officer  there,  witk 
a  declaration,  that,  if  a  refcue  was  attempted^  hir 
Lordfhip's  life  ihould  anfwer  for  it« 

The  cifcumftances  to  which  his*  LoixUliip  was 
teduced  by  thefe  violent  proceedings  were  now  pe»- 
filous  in  the  exiFeme.  His  friends  were  fcattered^ 
cMrer-awed,  and  kept  at  a'diftance.  The  ftrengtb 
of  'the  guards  placed  about  him,  the  ftridnefs  oC 
kisxcMifinement,.  and  the  menacing,  orders  under 
which  be  was^  committed,  were  caicbdated  to  im- 
pre&  him  with  an  apprehendon  of  the  moft  &tal: 
conftrquencest  His  chief  refource  in  this  melan* 
cfaoly  fituauoa  was  in  the  firmnefs  of  his  own  mindt 
which,  in  one  inftance  at  l*  aft  was  probably  the 

means 
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means  oF  preferving  his  life.  One  night  he  waft 
fuddcnly  awaked  by  the  arrival  of  an  officer  with 
a  party  of  horfe,  who  brought  a  peremptory  order 
for  his  removal,  without  fpecifying  whether  he  was 
to  be  carried)  or  how  accommodated.  His  Lord- 
fliip  addrefled  himfelf  briefly  to  the  foldiers.  He 
defired  them  to  recoUeft  who  he  was,  the  fervices 
he  had  formerly  executed,  the  honours  he  had  ho* 
neftly  acquired,  and  the  condition  to  which,  with- 
out indifiment  or  trial,  he  was  now  reduced.  He 
called  upon  them  as  men,  as  Chriltians,  as  Britons^ 
or  even  as  foldiers,  whether  they  could  belr  to  fee 
him  dragged  away  to  be  murdered  in  fo  bafe,  fo 
cowardly^  fo  inhuman  a  manner.  He  declared^ 
at  the  fame  time,  and  with  a  manlinefs  that  fliook 
the  mod  refolute  of  the  aflaffins,  that  they  might 
now  do  their  worft,  kill  him,  or  tear  him  to  pieces*. 
Thefe  were  afts  which  he  could  not  prevent,  but 
they  were  to  be  done  upon  the  fpot,  from  which 
he  was  determined  they  ihould  not  ukc  him 
alive. 

The  majority,  in  confequence  of  this  manoeuvre, 
aifumed,  under  a  courfe  of  legal  forms,  all  the 
powers  of  government.  They  arraigned  the  con* 
du£l  of  his  Lordfliip  in  terms  of  peculiar  afperity, 
and  vindicated  their  own  as  a  duty  to  which  they 
had  been  impelled  by  neceffity.  They  alledged 
that  he  had  trampled  on  the  mod  material  of  the 
Ck>mpany's  bye-laws,  and,  by  a  non-compliarrce 
with  fome  fpecific  claufes  of  the  regulating  zSl^ 
had  forfeited  all  right  to  prefide  in  council;  •  The 
principal  leader  in  the  confpiracy  was  confequehtly 

appointed 
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appointed  his  fucceflbr  in  the  government.  Tlie 
very  oieafure  for  which  they  blamed  him  mod  was 
the  firil  they  adopted^  His  friends  were  violently 
expelled  from  their  feat  in  the  council.  Both  par- 
ties fem  exprefles  to  England^  the  one  to  arraign^ 
the  other  to  juftify>  what  had  happened. 

To  this  outrageous  and  unexpe£led  revolution^ 
the  members  compofing  the  fupreme  government  of 
Ben^  gave  their  unequivocal  approbation.— 
However  their  (pinions  clafhed  in  other  particu- 
lars^ they  united  in  fupporting  the  condud  of  the 
majority.  It  was  ftnpoifible,  indeed,  for  thefe 
gentlemen  to  a&  otherwife.  The  eagerncfs  of  the 
governor-general  to  avow  fo  decided  an  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  ufurpers^  it  was  probably  expc&ed, 
would  operate  as  a  pledge  or  guarrantee,  in  oppo-- 
fitioD  to  the  apprehenfion^  thaithe  might  be  temptad 
to  extricate  bimfelf  from  the  embarraflmcnts  under 
which  he  laboured^  by  a  fimilar  expedient.  It 
wai^  at  the  fame  time  the  intereft  of  thofe  who  con- 
ilituted  a  majority  of  that  board,  to  fupport  a  pre^ 
cedent  which  not  only  juftified  their  ftrenuous  op^, 
pofition  to  the  chair>  but  fet  them  an  example  of 
«£lifig  Airith  vigour  and  fpirit  in  the  laft  extremity. 

The  Major's  court  in  Madras  difplayed  a  fpirit 
and  cooLoefs  on  this  emergency,  which  certainly 
did  the  members  of  it  peculiar  honour,  and  was 
not  expe&ed. .  Mr.  Turing,  who  was  then  majbr^ 
owes  but  litde  to  his  education  or  his  parentage.—* 
His  father  was  a  Scotfman,  and  lived  and  died  in 
the  humble  occupation  of  a  barber  in  London.—- 
It  was  the  oddity  of  the  father  t^at  difpofed  Sir 

Charles 
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Charles  Raymond  to  procure  for  the  fon  the  a^ 
pomtment  of  a  writer  in  the  Company's  fervic^. 
Herofe  through  a  variety  of  the  fubordinate  ftage^ 
in  the  civil  eftablifliment^  until  it  was  his  turn  to 
prefide  in  this  court.  He  openly  and  fteadily  re- 
probated the  violence  of  the  fuccefsful  party.  The 
far  greater  part  of  the  Britifii  inhabitants  were  of 
the  fame  opinion.  The  injury  done  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  Company,  in  the  outrage  of  Lord  Pi- 
got,  was  in  fad  regarded  every  where  with  the 
moft  general  and  ferious  condemnation. 

The  Company  at  home  entered  on  the  difcuffioff 
of  the  fubje£t  without  lofs  of  time.  The  friends 
of  the  different  parties  crouded  to  the  fcene  of  al- 
tercation* The  conteft  was  fupported  with  watmth 
and  vigour  on  both  fides.  After  the  matter^  how- 
ever, had  been  long  and  ably  argued  in  the  court 
of  Directors ;  it  was  finally  fubmitted  to  the  deci- 
iion  of  the  proprietors  at  large,  who  in  general 
court,  March' ^6,  1777,  agreed  upon  a  fefolation, 
which  was  al(b  confirmed,  on  a  ballot,  by  a  great 
majority,  recommending  to  the  court  of  Direftors 
to  take  the  moft  effefclual  meafurcs  for  reftoring 
Lord  Pigot  to  the  full  exercife  of  the  powers  vefted 
in  him  by  the  Company,  as  governor  and  preii- 
dent  of  the  fettlement  of  Madras  ;  and  for  enquir- 
ing into  the  conduA  of  the  principal  a£lors  in  hif 
imprifonment,  and  in  difpoffeffing  him  of  the  exer- 
cife of  the  legal  powers  wherewith  he  was  invefted. 

The  rcfult  of  this  important  decifion  was,  that 
the  court  jof  Dire£lors  adopted  the  refolution  of 
reftoring  his  Lordihip  to  the  full  exercife  of  the 

office 
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ofBce  and  powers  from  which  he  had  been  thus 
violendy  degraded.  His  four  friends^  who  werc5 
ejeded  from  the  council^  the  court  alfo  reinftated. 
The  ufurpers  were  at  the  fame  time  fufpeztded.  A 
new  government  was  nominated,  in  which  Mr.  Rum« 
bold  was  appointed  fecond  in  council^  and  ofcouffe 
to  fuccced  Lord  Pigot  in  the  chair.  Nor  did  the 
condu£t  of  Lord  Pigot  pafs  withont  cenfure. 

ThoTc  refolutions,  though  calculated  to  compro'^ 
mife  the  difpute,  only  produced  new  animofity. — : 
Mioifterial  influence,  Mahoraedan  intrigues,  and 
the  friends  of  the  majority,  at  laft  carried  the  point 
fo  far  againft  the  friends  of  Lord  Pigot,  as  under 
an  appearance  of  accommodating  the  diflfefence 
fubfiftlhg  between  them,  to  procure  a  ballot  in  fa- 
vour of  a  motion  for  ordering  all  the  parties  cog- 
nizjablt  by  the  laws  of  England  home  to  take  theip 
trial*  Such  a  ft  range  and  fudden  revolution  in  the 
orders  of  (he  Company,  was  ferioufly  aftonifhing 
to-  every  one  not  thoroughly  initiated  in  the  myfte-* 
lies  of  their  politics. 

Gohrernor  Johnftone,  however,  the  avowed  friend 
of  his  Lordfliip,  forthwith  brought  the  queftion  be-? 
fore  a  higher  tribunal.  He  moved  the  Houfe  of 
€k>miitons  for  fcveral  refolutions,  which  went  to* 
a  ftroog  approbation  of  Lord  Pigot's  eonduft  as* 
governor,  a  confirmation  of  all  thofe  late  a8s  of 
the  Company,  which  had  either  paffcd  in  his  fa- 
rour,  or  condemned  the  conduft  of  the  majority 
who  depdfed  him,  and  a  formal  revocatioa  of  the 
refblution  for  his  recaU 
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The  Nabob  of  Arcot  has  |[€ii«rally  beea  coii£^ 
dered  as  having  a  principal  (hare  in  thefe  tiarbtt^ 
tent  movements.  A  parliamenfary  lAveAaigalioR 
bared  the  iniquitous  plot^  and  demonftrated^  io  a 
fatisfadoiy  mauner^  that  the  council  of  Madras, 
his  Majefty's  minifters^  and  the  whole  machinery 
of  the  Britifh  government^  were  under  thcr  fecnet 
eontroul  of  this  Tartar  Prince  *.  The  Hpufe  w^ 
fully  in  pofleffioft  of  the  fubjed,  by  the  prefience 
pf  the  parlies  nioll  deeply  concerned  in  the  dit- 
culfion^  and  the  perfons  whoTe  talents^  (ituation, 
tod  induftry^  afforded  the  beft  information.  Tbr 
fisveral  arguments  for  and  againft  the  motion^  which 
had  been  broached  in  the  court  of  Dire&ors,  and 
by  the  proprietors  at  large^  were  co|ifei{uently 
urged  and  related^  with  all  the  eloquence  of  the 
Britifh  fenate.    ' 

The  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the  motion  arraig&r 
ed  the  arbitrary  government  of  Lord  Pigot,  ia 
the  moft  unqua^iBed  terms. .  They  alledged  that 
his  confinement  was  the  unavoidable  reftdt  of  m 
violenccj  which^  on  his  part,  threatened  an  ko^ 
mediate  fubverfion  of  all  legal  authority ;  that  A 
eircumftances  when  accufations  of  iingula):  ^ielkft** 
quency  were  made  on  aU  fides^  and  the  leadiv^ 
evidences  of  fa£b  depended  on  the  prefence  of  the 
parties,  it  was  proper  and  equi^table,  that  all  of 
them  fhouM  be  in  England^  whe^e  oidy  a  juft  and 
impartial  enquiry  into  their  condufk  was  praOa* 
cable;  that  reinftatiug  the  late  governmiKat  wouUt 


♦  Dcbret's  Parliamentary  Rcgiftcr,  including  the 
Qf  Mayiji?,  1777. 

operate 


bfieFate  mtbe  Company 'it  fistdements  as  ah  appro^ 

bation  of  his  Lordfliip's  outrages,  knd  leave  all 

tksir  faithful  farv6iitS|  who  had  liflced  &  much  in 

pmmoling  their  fervice  at  the  mercy  «(f  their  inve^ 

fterate  enemy.     And  with  ail  tlie  virtues  afcribed 

to  h»  LoidOiip,  while  the  tndividuaU  who  had 

been  inoft  adive  ifi  bis  overthrow  were  withici  his 

reachj  and  he  had  power  to  puniih  them,  who 

would  anfwer  for  the  confi?quenc€«i     The  pttdf- 

dency  Appeared  to  them^  in  its  prefent  ftate  ctf*  di£- 

fenfion  and  diAraStion,  to  have  altogether  dilqvia« 

Hfied  i^f  for  mahagmg  the  Company's  ail^irs.-^-^ 

Every  (pecies  of  evil  which  negligence^  the  blind* 

nels  of  paffion,  the  obftinacy  of  prejudice,  or  the 

hnpetuofity  of  party  rage,  w€re  cc^poble  of  pfodu-* 

cing^  might  therefore  be  expected.     To  contintie 

the  c'ooncil)  thus  circomftanced^  Was  tol^azard  e\feiy 

thfi^  valuable  on  that  eftablifiimem ;  and  mauers 

0f  Ae  laft  importance  to  the  British  intereft,  in 

itirfe  paru,  ought  not>  in  their  opinion,  to  be  in 

maft  with  men  (o  violently  agitated  by  a  perfonal 

ftraggle  for  power.    They  treated  the  dangerous 

inflttenc^  attributed  lo  the  Nabob  as  chimerical 

and  id>rurd.     They  defcribed  him  as  in  a  ftate  of 

the  vioft  abjefl  dependence,  without  either  force 

ta  centroul,  or  wealth  fo  und^frmine.     And  the^ 

boWBy  and  vehemently  declared,  that  all  the  alle-' 

gfttions  concerning  his  intrigues  and  bribery,  whfe'- 

tker  iQ  India  or  England,  were  equally  unfounded, 

aHtt  originated  only  in  the  idle  conjeflure,  or.  m^- 

Ijcicus  fuggefiions  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  injure  hi5; 
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intereft,   or  were  utterly  unacquainted  with  }m 
chafatfker  qr  circumftances. 

The  reply  to  thefe  arguments  was  not  iefs  fpirit* 
tfd  or  explicit.  The  genius  of  a  Burke^  a  Fox, 
and  a  Johnftone^  was  never  exerted,  or  (truck  the 
houfe  with  greater  fplendour  or  more  irreiiftible 
energy.  The  whole  proceedings  which  led  ta  the 
prefent  anarchy  in  the  Prefidency  of  Madras  were 
Itated  with  force  and  precifion^  and  the  delegated' 
authority  under  which  the  Company's  fervants  aft- 
ed,  was  liberally  and  impartially  difcufled*  Cover'- 
nor  Johnftone  opened  the  bufinefs,  in  a  fpeech  of 
above  two  hours,  in  which  he  detailed  the  tranfac-* 
tions  of  the  Carnatic  and  Tanjore  with  hi$  ufaaL 
ability,  and  every  appearance  of  liberal  and  au- 
thentic information.  He  juftified  Lord  Pigot,  by 
fuch  a  fiatement  of  fa£ts  as  could  not  be  ccmtra- 
di£ied.  His  Lord/hip,  he  averred,  had  committed 
no  violence,  which,  as  an  honeft  man  who  wiihed. 
to  fulfil  his  engagements,  he  could  avoid.  He 
cenfured  the  motions  of  Sir  H.  Mac  worth  in  the 
India-houfe  for  the  recal  of  his  Lordfiiip,  as  con- 
founding the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and  form- 
ing a  barefaced  apology  for  the  grofleft  ufurpatioiK 
And  he  thought  the  intrigues  of  the  Nabob,  even 
in  this  country,  to  be  too  palpable  and  operative, 
to  be  either  overlooked  or  denied.  The  geotle- 
man  who  feconded  the  motion,  fcrupled  not  to 
affirm,  that  the  council  who  had  aifumed  the  powder 
6f  the  Prefidency  received  for  their  exertions  from 
the  Nabob,  the  enormous  bribe  of  eight  hundred 
tboufand  poun.ds,   in  mortgages  on  the  Tanjore 

country. 


TtlANSACTlONS'  IN  INDIA;  19? 

country.  The  tone  of  the  debate  was  equally  fup- 
ported  by  the  fpeakers  who  followed.  The  refa- 
hitions  in  which  the  argoment  originated  were  expo^ 
fed  with  infinite  wit  and  ridicule  to  the  contempt  and 
derifion  of  the  houfe.  They  werc.contradiftory, 
and  tinpra6kicable.  They  prefcribed  an  equal  pu* 
niihment  for  thofe  who  did  and  thofe  who  di^  not 
cfaeirduty,  for  thofe  who  had  proved  faithful  to 
their  trufi'^  and  thofe  who  had  proved  treacherous, 
and  they  involved  principles  of  retribution  which 
cxiAed  in  no  olh^r  pirt  of  the  world.  They  affert- 
ed,  that  Government  here  had  adually  been  bought 
to  vindicate  by  its  fanQion  the  inid[uitous  caufe  of 
a  faSion  there.  In  this  manner  a  combination 
among  the  Proprietors  was  formed,  and  influenced 
by  motives  of  immediate  convenience,  to  endan- 
ger their  own  intereft  in  the  Company.  The  ho- 
nour of  a  tried  and  able  fervant,  and  the  rights  of 
a  fidthfol  ally,  were,  as  they  apprehended,  grofsly 
and  wantonly  facrificed.  To  accomplilh  this  un- 
wcHthy  purpofe,  the  remoteft  dock-yards  had  been 
recently  (bript  of  their  inhabitants,  and  all  the  va- 
rious departments  of  (late  in  every  comer  of  the 
kingdfxn  evacuated  to  carry  a  queftioi>  in « the  In- 
dia-Houfe.  All  this,  and  every  other  mifchief 
that  had  lately  happened,  or  might  ilill  be  appre- 
hended, on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  they  roundly 
attributed  to  the  meafure  which  had  been  adopted 
of  fending  plenipotentiaries  to  negotiate  treaties 
with  the  country  powers,  independent  of  the  Com^ 
pany^  and  in  direct  violation  of  her  chartered  rights. 
They  forcfaw  the  interpofuion  of  miniflry  in  Lea- 
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(leobajl  4nd  India  bftd.  hidSierio  bfzcn  equaHy  ram- 
qi4B^  and:  vould  ultin^sttely  pFOvc  fatal.  What  they 
could  not  do  bei^  wa^  ^  geoerpdl}':  eife6bedr  on  th^ 
f]^.  The  I^ire£^OF6  were  ciphers  t\^  im>menc 
thpy  difejred  frpo|  his  Mgjefty'&HMiiifteiis,  and  their 
ord^rs:^  without  (be  apf  rohMion.  of  Goverrnneot^ 
only  proved  in  ladia.  vord^  without  meaning.-r* 
The  Company  had  no  longer  any  authority  over 
3U  own  fefv^nta.  Sepei^ate  intereftis  were  formed. 
^fkd  factions  eAabUihed»  in  all  it&  feitlcm^AC9  aind 
fl9pe¥idencies,  and  its  former  influence  ^nd  relpec* 
tiibility  with  the  powers  of  the  entpire  were  do* 
tnore.  There  wae»  not  a^  pirinciple  urged  in  bd^alf 
of  this  reeal  wbich  might  not  warrant  tiie  recal  b( 
2JI  the  goyernoirs  j^nd  ^ounctls^  with  pvcry  ocber 
defcj;iptiqn  of  men  with  whom  the  ciyil  or  cmnt* 
nal  admitiiftration  was  ^  lodged;  in  oiir  fettieiiientf' 
or  colonies  in  every,  part  of  the  world.  Thie^  pic? 
tence  of  fiauEtion  would  always  be  at  hand  tb  jiiftify 
every  outrage.  It  was  by  the  operations,  of'  this 
powerful  and  d^Lngerous  ex^ne,  a  popular  credu- 
lity, that  tyranny  became. gigantic^  mopftroos,  and^ 
det^ftable!  The  Nabob  could  notwilh  for  a  me- 
thod better  calculated  to.  gratify  the  moft  ianguine* 
inf linati(>n  of  his  nature.  It  had  no  other  tenden- 
cy than  to  eftablilh  that  independence, which  He  fo 
finxioufly  defired.  Whenever  any  of  his  defign^ 
were  controverted,  he  could  be  at  no  lo(s  how  tq 
prQciire  a  majority  of  the  council.  His  treafiircs 
>yould  operate  on  all  futqre  emergencies  as  it  had 
done  on  this,  and  the  Company  ^ould  find  i^  difli* 
pult  to  prevent  jlac  f pf  aj  of  any  fcrvant>  however 
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ii^oicl^y  popt^r  or  aUe,  wlien  hktdy  enough  to 
tiiMieilake  their  wders  with  upright  intentions. 

The  queftion  being  at  laft  pui,  at  one  o'clock  in 
.die  momiog,  [May  ±2,  1777s]  the  motion  of  Go^ 
lienor  Johnftone  was  rejeded,  by  a-  majority  of 
twen^-three.    AU  Ibe  exertions  of  his  friends^ 
bamtvcT^   had  they  been  --  crowned  with  fuccefs, 
were  now  too  late;     For,  after  being  in  confine- 
i|cnt  for  a  period  of.  near  nine  months^  harrafled' 
by  the  difficulties  of  a  moll  critical  fituation^  agi- 
Uttd  by  the  workings  of- various  paffions  exdted 
by 'the  extraordinary  circumftances'  ih  which  he  was' 
involved,  and- labouring  under  the-  preflbre  which' 
he  Mi  from  the  gjloomy  alped  which  the  C^mpa* 
iiy'a  aShirs'  every  where  exhibited;  he  died  on  the* 
^8th  of  May,  1777;  probably  of  a  Brdcen  heart. 
Ifis  brother/ Adrahral  Hgot,  moved' and  carried' 
aext  year,  fome  time  in  April «*i  in  the  Houfe  of 
CTommons,  for  an  addrefs,  <<  praying  his  Majefty, 
^  dial  h^  would  •  be  graeicmfly  pleafed  to  give  di- 
«  re8k>ns  to  his  Attorney-General  to  prolecutc 
^  George  Slratton,  Henry  Brooke;  Charles  Flo- 
«  y^r,  and  George  Mackay,  Efquires,  for  order- 
■*  ing  their  Governor  and  Gommander  in  chief, 
**  George  Lord  Pigot,  to  be  arretted  and  confined 
^  under  a  military  force,  they  being  returned  to 
^  England,  and  now  within  the  jurifdiclion  of  his 
^  Majeft/s  courts  of  Weftminfter-Hall." 

It  came  out  in  evidence,  before  the  bar  of  the 
Hoafe,  on  this  occafion,   that  George  Dawlbn^ 
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Eft};  who  was  a  member  of  council  durin^r  t|^  heat 
of  the  conteft,  was  pofitively  offered  by  the  Na- 
bob's fon  no  lefs  a  fum  than  forty  thoufand  poi^s^ 
only  for  flaying  a^yay  one  particular  day,  on  which 
a  queftion  of  confequence,  relative  to  Taiijore, 
was  to  be  agitated.  It  was  certainly  not  unnatural 
for  the  friends,  at  leaft,  of  Lord  Pigot,  to  prefume. 
from  afa6l  thusfpeciBc,  flagrant  and tautbentiq,^at 
thofc  applications  could  hardly  be  confined  folely 
to  Mr.  Dawfon. 

;  In  ftating  an  .impartial  eftimate  of  this  ipipoit^nt 
tranfadion,  however,  certain  allowances  ought  no 
doubt  to  bexn;^,  for  the  joint  influence  of  fiiua- 
tion  and  emergency ;  the  fympathy  which  it  is  ib 
natural  to  feel  for  the  weakeit,  who  in  every  ftpri-. 
ous  flruggl^  rhufl  always  be  the  fuffering  party j 
the  genera}  operation  of  his  Lord  (hip's  hi^  cha- 
racter in  his  favour,  the  obvious  prepofTeifians  un- 
der which  he  was  invefled  with  the  government  of 
the  prefidency,  the  prior  obloquy,. whether  juft or 
not,  which  refted  on  the  condud  of  the  Company's 
fervants,  and  that  unavoidable  crimination  with 
which  we  inflin£iively  connefl  tlie  violence  of  the 
exertion  with  the  interefi  apd  magnitude  of  the 
objeft. 

Whatever  may  be  faid  of  his  Lordiliip's  abilities, 
great  reverence  and  admiration  are  certainly  due 
to  the  memory  of  his  virtues.  His  former  govern- 
xpent  in  India  was  at  leaf|  refpeflable.  It  exhi- 
bited both  fagacity  and  vigour  of  enterprize.  The 
fituation  in  which  he  died  gives  the  lie  to  all  the 
furmifes  of  ^  Benfield  and  others,  who  fought,  for 
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their  profligate  oppofition  to  his  government,  an 
excufe  in  his  want  of  integrity.  For  he  withftood 
a  texnpta^on  of  fix  hundred  thousand  pounds,  to 
forbear  only  for  a  Ihort  given  time  carrying  the 
orders  of  his  conftituents  into  effed.  And  it  is  no 
conteoipcible  proof  how  far  he  was  fuperior  to  that 
general  and  falhionable  corruption  which  then  pre- 
dominated^  that  his  houfes  and  effeds  in  India 
were  all  fold  to  difcharge  the  debts  he  had  there 
contraQed.  Various  opinions^  it  is  probable,  may 
long  be  entertained,  concerning  the  mode  which, 
be  ought  to  have  preferred  in  mai;aging  a  refrac- 
tory majority  of  council ;  but  his  error  can  never 
juftify  the  outrage  to  which  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment were  fubje€ted,  by  thofe  who  depofed  and 
imprifoned  him.  And  it  will  be  remembered, 
when  all  the  fophiftry  by  which  the  truth  has  been 
ib  much  obfcured  and  difguifed  is  forgotten,  that^ 
his  opprelTars  Were*  fotemoly  pronounced.guilcjT  by 
a  jury  of  th^ir  countrymen. 
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"  cn the- Gowtinent  &f  India — Gewrrnnent'^'ike  Ma* 
'  jtj/rky-'-^Tkey'tmfin^'the'S}^^  of  ih/t  ftmmer  Aim^ 

mjiralim — Cmdtmn-  tht  RbhiUa-  iwir,  tohi^  Mr. 

'Hbfiings  dtjmis^  axdi>  vnlhtUMi'  his  Cort^Jptmitntt 
'  mt^,  titt  Rrjidini*n-Th&'  Troops-  recalled  from  tkat 
'  ^Exfeditum^^^Treatinent  of  ike  Great  Mbgut-^^Opfi- 
'  rations'  of  the  Armjh^The  {iiwermr-Gencrai  eliargef 

vnik.€(^r9ft  I^mSices  h^n  the^  Board^-^Deaih  ^ 

SujetH^DirMah—The^  Story^ofJfk/Mmigr-r'J^ff^ 
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extenfive  and  complicatcxl'iivthcii^opera^OBs^^  aiuf 
fo  generally  deftru6iive  in  their  efFeds»  that  IndoC^ 
tan  perhaps  is  the  only  country  in  the  world  where 
they  could .  hav^  commanded  the  lead  profperity. 
Independent  of  enormous  charges  habitually  incur- 
red by  an  endiefs  feries  of  expenfive  and  import- 
ant eftablifhments  in  every  department  of  ftate» 
the  refources  of  this  great  and  opulent  empire  are 
loaded  with  that  vaft  and  permanent  commercial 
fuftem^  which  is  the  ultimate  and  oftenfible  obje£t 
of  the  whole  arrangement.  The  fafety,  the  hap- 
pinefs,  and  the  profperity  of  the  fubjed,  which 
ought  to  be  the  principal  and  invariable  concern 
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of  Government,  are  loft  in  a  perpetual  foltcitudft. 
to  iocreafe.  the  treafure  ot  the  C^sapMy,.  to  fius- 
mOi  thdr  annu^  ifiveftnient3»  to  Aipply  tbeii  cx>^ 
penditure^  MdtaaficmiiulaKte  the brtontsofi  indi*' 
Hiditals* 

It  i3  a  fttfidmental  suacim  ia  the  bed  regiilaiciE 
fyfteoD  of  ftntoceit.  to  aflefr  the  pubbc  ifi.pro|x>p« 
tioo  oidy  to  its  real  exigence,  and  to  apply  widi  a. 
S^ofifeientious  ex9Bne&  whatever  fiirpbtt<  may  le- 
mrim  to  n^iorate  tfade  affitflinenti.    In  the  Go^. 
Y.eroment  o£  the  Coeaqpany,  however,  tbis  princi- 
ple is  imprafticable^     Thofie  trading  potentaiea 
faay«  a  perfonal  ^nd  private  inteneft  at  home,  to 
)vhi^  their  pofl^ffioos  and  dominions  abroad  ase' 
merely  fubferviept^    And  all  the  raxrages  and  mtt^* 
cikis  devaftation^  which  fo  invariably  chaisaderize^ 
the  Bridfh  conquefts  and  authority  in  India,  have 
ceii^Hly  originated  in  a  fettled  predHedion.  for 
tbisi  inteffoft.     The  refources  of  tiie  country  acer 
coofeqiiently  esdiailfted  to  fupidy  a.conftant  expor-' 
taiioA  of  its  wealth,  for  which  it  has  no  return ;  to 
cnrith  individuals,  who  referve  their  eiqienditaiie  * 
for  another  climate ;  and  to  anfwer  the  exigences 
of  at  fyfttm  from  which  it  derives  no  adequate  he- 
msfii*     Here  the  prodigious  deficiencies  in  the  ag- 
^egote  produce  of  territory  and  commerce,  which 
<A£n  fi»U  upon  the  Company's  affairs  with  fodt  a 
prefliire  as  threatens  their  extin&ion,   invariably 
artfe :  this  accounts  fbr  all  the  various  and  frequent^ 
embaraiTdients  into  which  they  are  plunged  both  m 
India  and  England.    A  vein  is  thus  opened,  or  ca^ 
ther  a  veflel  bmfti  in  the  body  politic,  by  which 
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the  vital  fouiwain  which  fco^s  the  current  of'ils 
heakh  knd  vigour  is  fuddetily  and  lenlibly  diminifh- 
ed-  This  inccflantandincreafingdrain,  by  which  the 
exuberance  of  the  eaft  has  mlhed  like  a  floods  for' 
above  half  a  century,  upon  almoft  every  nation  in 
Europe^  could  not  biave  been  at  any  time  Supplied 
by  ordinary  means.     In  fad)  a  fUndard  of  acqcri* 
fition  was  early  eftablilhcd  in  that  coumry^  on  prin-- 
cipies  of  vioience  and  venality,  which  it  has^een^ 
the  uniform  ambition  of  all  frtcceeding  adventur- 
ers to  equal)  and  in  many  inftances  to  fUrpafs. — 
The  only  fyftem  of  buying  and  felling  eftablifiied  * 
by  the  fervams  of  the  Company,  efpecially  fince* 
their  afilimption  of  fovereignty  in  Bengal,  has  been 
to  feize  by  force  what  goods  they  pleafe,  and  at 
their  own  price,  and  by  the  (avnt  means  to  difpofe 
of  thiem. 

.  Tbefe  requifitions,  accompanied  by  an  authonty 
that  was  omnipotent,  were  anfwered  for  fome  time 
with  punduatity.  And  the  difburfements  of  that 
tranfitory  period  did  not  exceed  the  profits  of  the 
Company.  When  once  thofe,  however,  who  had 
lands,  were  wantonly  deprived  of  them,  when  thcr^ 
remained  no  more  money  to  be  extorted ;  when 
the  manufaftures  of  the  mechanic  were  torn  from 
his  loom ;  when  the  farmer,  and  even  the  Ryot, 
were  robbed  of  their  rice  ;  and  when  the  Zimin- 
dar,  no  longer  able  or  wnlling  to  proftitute  the  ho* 
nour  of  his  family,  or  the  riches  of  his  anceftors, 
for  the  private  purchafc  of  protcftion,  fell  a  facri-r 
lice  to  rapacity^  this  enormous  .flux  of  wealth  ob- 
vioufly  decreafed;      Britifli   adventurers,   at  the 
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bead  of  armies^  though  ardent  and  indefatigable  ih 
their  duty  of  exploring  and  plundering  a  defence<- 
lefs  people,  were  fatisfied,  after  a  feries  of  the  moft 
Shocking  experiments,  to  admit  the  humiliating 
maxim,  that  the  only  permanent  and  folid  refour- 
ces  of  a  commercial  country  do  not  confift  ip  con- 
tributions raifed  by  military  coercion,  but  in  a  fc<- 
dulous  cultivation  of  the  foil,  in  the  improvement 
of  manufa&ure,  in  the  induftry,  the  population, 
the  general  and  domeftic  felicity  of  its  inhabitants. 
Revenues,  fupplied  by  means  exterior  to  thefe^ 
muft  be  as  precarious  in  their  nature,  as  they  are 
flagitious  in  the  acquiCtion.  And  it  is  not  more 
abfurd  to  exped  life  without  fuftenance,  or  ftrength 
without  health,  than  that  a  government,  in  the 
common  operations  of  which  there,  is  neither  ho* 
fiour  nor  humanity,  fhould,  for  any  length  of 
time,  be  either  profperou$  or  lafting. 

The  fituation  of  the  Company,  in  1772,  de- 
monftrates  the  truth  of  this  obfervation.    Their, 
circumftances  at  that  time  were  fo  critical  and 
equivocal,  that  they  were  univerfally  deemed  on. 
the  very  eve  of  bankruptcy.     The  general  afpeS:; 
of  their  affairs  was  every  where  alike  gloomy  and 
foreboding.   Their  government  at  home  and  abroad 
was  equally  without  firmnefs  and  efficiency.     Ve- : 
jiality,  luxury,  and  inattention,  had  pervaded,  re- 
laxed* 2ind  inervated  every  fpring  in  the  fyftem.^- 
tTfie. country  was  walled  and  depopulated  by  extor- 
(ion,  by  famine,  and  by  emigration ;  the  army,  in 
Tarious  fitqaiions,  were  the  vi£lims  of  inatlivity, 
or  the  inftruments  of  putrage ;  the  treafury  was 

empty,. 
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M[q[>ty»  aod  the  annual  Ai|>iilati<>n  appropriated  t6 
government  unpaid.  v/Tfae  prefliire  of  thefe  united 
difficulties  was  the  more  feniibly  felt  by  the  Direc* 
tors»  that  the  Bengal  bills  were  now  ahnoft  due. — 
They  were  impelled  to  make  application  to  Mi- 
niftvy,  for  new  pecuniary  aids^  who  referred  them 
to.  the  Bank  of  England.  Nor  was  it  without  reluc- 
tance, that  the  Bank  confented^  after  much  deHbe^ 
ration,  to  advance  the  loan  of  ^o  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds* 

All  thefe  inconveniencies  had  originated,  as  uTtial, 
in  the  flagrant  mifmanagemem  of  their  fervantai 
This  the  Company  determined  to  correft  with  attpof- 
fible  expedition  and  efHciency,  by  the  inftitution  g9 
an  extraordinary  commiflion  for  that  purpofe.  Thsar 
appointment,  fimilar  to  the  plan  of  that  which  had 
gone  out  in  the  Aurora  frigate,  wa»  confirmed  ii^ 
a  general  court  of  Proprietors,  and  even  fan^fied 
by  his  Majefty's  approbation.  The  Company,  in 
die  mean  time,  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  ap« 
plying  to  Parliament  for  a  relief,  in  fome  degreed 
adequate  to  their  exigencies.  They  petitioned  (oi^ 
a  million  and  a  half,  at  an  intereft  of  four  per  cent. 
with  the  liberty  of  repaying  it  by  inftallments  of  hoc 
Icis  than  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  pro- 
iBtfed  that  their  dividend  fbould  not  be  more  than  fiiC 
percent,  until  the  debt  was  reduced  one-half.  Much 
hefitation  was  ihewn,  an<i  an  interelling  difculBoii 
took  place,  when  Parliament  at  laft'agreed,  from 
confiderations  of  neceflary  policy  and  expediency, 
to  grant  an  immediate  ftipply  of  one  million  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  An  enquiry  into  the 
Hate  of  the  Company's  affairs  being  appointed  and 
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carrfed  on  iby  a  ootBauiuise  of  .the  .Holife,  iinasctf 
tfee  ikme  lime  fonMlly  ftated  aiid>braaghi:fq>inji 
l«p(9rt,.tha^  nDtwkhftaniliiig  thefe  difliciides,  a 
commifficm  was  aduaUy  prepanring.aiid  formett,  iqai 
principles  of  fiicfa  exttraYagance,  thattkekgiiaiane 
iroiiU  Ik  ^iarmited  ui  preveaibi|^  its/caMscftttcm. 
.  An  idea  fo  jnft  ia  itfidf,  thss  festfomdrfy  iiroach-^ 
ed,  wte  «ag^ty  at>provied  and  adopted  by  tke 
HoufOi  A  bill,  fTWoed  to:griie  ReffeA,  5iaa  theses 
fiaie  innaediattdy  brougbt  in  asd  jsafied,  tla>u;|^ 
two  ancmbers  in  tlie  dtcedion  earneftly  ^\edgsA 
tbemfelves,  that  the  cottimiffion,  which  had  pro^ 
vtd  fo,  donnDxioiii^  ihouUl  not  take  ^ce  until  fnch 
progrefii  was  made  in  ifae  ppefisnt^enquiry,  as  might 
appear  Co  juftify  the  meafitre.  fimifais  Security, 
faowmieriefpefiable  in  isfislf,  oribteiBnly  pledg^ 
^  die  Hank,  was  by  no  means  deemed  adequate^ 
aaake  Aoaan  cf  Diaefioffs  mig^t.atvany  time  be  con^ 
Uotded  hy  >a  majority  of  the  fHropirietry  at  hanp^. 

lEaaty  m  1773,  i^  was  alfio  reibiixedy  fcom  nxyi 
lives  of  indifputable  prudence,  according  to  ibme, 
or  «pr e  ipeobibly  to  Tanfwcr  :thie  vtows  of  miniRe- 
vial  diltri^e,  :as  others  ^urantty  coi^efiorad^  ta 
^eAnsmihefittttrediviAecids.oftheConipany'*.  fiy 
fticii  :4abvioi2s  enowadnnents  xif  pveroguive,  the 
public  wiere  aianoed  with  .die  idea  ihal  Oofcr>n« 
mtst  iaiended  aa  ^feiae  the  Company'iS  propef^% 
akid  Ideftaoty  tfadir xharter .  The  mirafter,  however, 
fboB  putt  an  5Snd  to  ibefe  \apprBh«n)fipiis»  ^at  ^kaft 
Soar  ibt  tne^cby  jpcopdrmg  t>  that  ikf:  ttmitorial 

^  Defaret's  PWliamcnUr>'  Regiftcr  of  iJlawth.^  i>;j. 
+  April  5— 3a* 
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SLcquifitions  fhould  remain  in  the  pofleffion  of  thd 
Company  fix  years  longer.  The  public  clamoured 
and  the  Company  inveighed,*  and  even  petitioned 
the  Houfe  in  oppofition  to  thefe  proceedings,  bat 
without  efFeQ.  The  fubjed  had  occupied  Parlia- 
ment for  above  two  months,  and  deeply  imerefted 
the  attention  of  tlie  whole  nation.  Refolutions 
to  the  following  efFeft  were  at  length  moved  for  by 
tne  minifter  *,  and  made  the  foundation  of  a  bill 
for  eftablifhing  certain  regulations  for  the  better 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft- India  Com* 
pany,  both  in  India  and  England.  That  the  elec^ 
tion  of  Direftors  ftiould  be  put  upon  a  new  foot* 
ing ;  that  the  right  of  voting  fhould  be  taken  frc»if 
every  proprietor  not  pofTeffed  of  a  thoufand  pounds 
ftock ;  that  a  fupreme  court  of  judicature  ihould 
be  inftituted  for  India ;  that  the  judges  in  ibiff 
eftablifliment  {hould  be  nominated  by  the  Crown,' 
and  that  a  fuperiority  fhould  be  given  to  the  Pre-; 
fi  dencyof  Bengal  over  all  the.  other  prefidencies 
;n  India. 

The  objefi  of  this  famous  regulating-a6i,  which, 
after  a  world  of  altercation  in  bothHoufes  of  Par« 
liament,  obtained  the  fanftion  of  the  Legiflature,: 
was  a,  total  revolution  in  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
Company's  government.  The  Court  of  DireSor^ 
was  to  derive  additional  force  from  th^  anniliiki-* 
tion  of  thofe  fadipns,  with  the  creation  of  wbicb 
that  of  the  proprietry  was  chargeable.  Provifion 
was  made  for  fecuring  an  impartial  adminiftraiioi> 

» 

•  Debrct's"Parliamcntary  Re^lfte;r,  May  3. 
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bf  juflice*  atiiong  die  natives,  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Company's  fervants  in  Indik ;  and 
thus  a  bar  of  apparent  efficaty  was  raifed  and  efta- 
bliflied  againft  the  tyranny  ^nd  oppreflion  exerci^ 
fed  by*Britilh  fubjefits  refident  in  th^t  country,  and 
aftihg  under  the  delegated  authority  of  their  maf- 
ters.  A  general  fuperintending  council  was  at  the 
fame  time  cpnftituted,  and  invefted  with  fupreme 
controuhng  powers.  The  obvious  view  of  the  le- 
giflature  in  this  part  of  the  new  fyftem,  was  to 
unite  and  confolidate  the  ftrength  of  the  G^m- 
pany,  that.  On  emergencies  of  common  danger,  the 
co-opcratiori  of  all  the  fetftements  might  be  at- 
tended vith^tbat  unfforxnity  which  is  neceflary  tof 
give  it  effeft.  So  that,  in  all  the  Company's  con- 
nexion ^th  foreign  fiates,  and  thofe  tranfaflions 
efpecially  which  relate  to  peace  and  war,  ihe  isr 
henceforth  to  be  viewed  as  wielding  the  fceptre  ot 
one  vaft  and  extinfiye  empif e^  the  principal  mem« 
bers  of  which,  bbwever  remote  iti  poihf  pf  local 
fituation,  are  all  dependent  on  the  fame  head.-—? 
Nor  was  k  the  leaff  intej^eding  feature  in  the  mear 
fure,  that  the  fervstnts  of  the  crown  were  introdu- 
/bed  ta.a  fliare  in  the  management  of  the  Com- 
pany's  affairs,  which  were  now  fo  ferl^ncied  or  iji' 
volvcd  with  thofe  of  the  public,  that  it  was'  pre- 
fumed  (he  latter  cotfld  not  be  properly  and  faith- 
fully adminiftered,  withotit  a  fedulotti  atteAiion  to 
the  former.  His  Majefty's  minifters  were  there- 
fore made  partakers  of  the  Coinpany's  patronage,^ 
and  in  fome  degree  refponfible  fot  the  characters 
and  capacities  of  the  perfons  employed  in  that  fitua- 
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tion.  And  it  was  ordered  iii  the  aft,  that  every*' 
thing  in  the  Company's  correfpondence  from  In- 
dia, which  related  to  civil  or  military  affairs, 
fhould,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  receipt  of  it 
in  England,  be  laid  before  the  fecretary  of  ftate;' 
and  matters  more  immediately  connefled  with  the 
revenue,  were  direfted  by  the  fame  authority  to  be 
infpefted  by  the  commiiEoners  of  the  treafury. 

Mr,  Haftings  was  appointed  governor-general ; 
General   Clavering,    Colonel  Manfbn,  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  and  Mr.  Francis,  counfellors.     The  term  of 
holding  thefe  important  offices  was  limited  to  five 
years,  from  their  arrival  in  Bengal,  and  afliiming 
the  government.     Nor  were  they  removeable,  ex- 
cept by  the  King,  upon  a  reprefbntation  from  the 
Direftors.     The  firtt  iituation,  in  cafe  of  a  vacan- 
cy,  was  to  be  filltd  by  the  n^ext  in  rank,  and  the 
place  of  counfellor  fupplied  by  the  Direftors,  with 
confent  of  his  Majefty,   under  his  fign  manual, 
during  the  firft  five  years.    The  eftabJiihment  oFa 
board  of  trade,  and  the  regulation  of  fuch  particu>^ 
lars  as  were  made  the  fpecific  objefts  of  that  jurif-^ 
dlftion,,  formed  alfo  a  material  part  of  this  a&.-« 
It  invefted  th.e  governor-general,  and  four  coon^ 
fellors,,  with  the  fame  powers  as  were  then,  or  had: 
at  any  time  been  cxercifed  by  the  prefident  and 
council,  or  feleft  committee  in  the  kingdom  o£ 
Bengal,  Bahar  or  Orifla.     The  opinion  of  the  ma-- 
jority  was  in  all  cafts  of  difference  to  decide  the 
queftion,  and  where  the  number  prefent  (hould  oi^ 
any  account,  or  by  any  accident,  be  divided,  the 
governor-general,,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  fenior 

member^ 


TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA.-  »u 

ttxemberi  was  to  have  a  cafting  voice.  It  limited 
the  exercife  of  their  fuprctnacy  over  the  other  pre-t 
fidendes,  to  the  prerogative  of  declaring  war,  ma* 
Icing  peace,  or  negociating  other  treaties  with  In-« 
dian  princes.  It  enjoined  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
the  DireSors,  and  required  the  regular  tranfmiffion 
of  advices  within  a  limited  time.  Thefe  the  court 
of  Dire6iors  was  at  the  fame  time  required  to  lay 
before  one  of  his  Majcfty's  principal  fecretarie$  of 
ftate.  The  governor-general  and  council,  chiefs 
jufiice  or  member  of  the'fupreme  court  of  judica- 
ture, all  coHeffcors,  fuperviforsy  and  any  of  hit 
Majefty'»  fabjefts  employed  in  the  colleflion  of 
the  revenues,  were  prohibited  from  carrying  on  any 
deaUng»or  tranfadions  of  traffic  or  commerce  what^i 
ever.  And  a  claufe  agarnft  receivings  direfUy  or  in- 
direffly,  any  prefenty  gift,  donation,  gratuity  or  re- 
ward, pecuniary  or  otherwife,  or  any  promife  or 
engagemeiit  for  them,  extended  to  e\cry  perfon 
hokikig  either  civi>  or  military  office  under  the 
crown  or  the  Company. 

Mr.  Haftings  was  then  gorernor,  and  M^.  Bar- 
we\i  a  member  of  the  exifting  council  and  prefi- 
dency  of  Bengal*.  The  three  other  gemlemen  no*- 
jmnated  fo  complete  the  board,  left  England  in 
Ac  month  of  Aprih,  [[1774.]  Thtiy  authority  was 
enly  to  tdce  eSe£t  by  theiirft  of  Auguft,  in  the 
fxmc  yezr.  Previous  to  their  departure,  the  court 
^  Diredors  agreed  upon  a  body  of  inftrudions  for 
their  iervants  in  their  refpe^ve  fhuations,  which 
were  approved  by  counfel,  as  legal,  a*id  confift- 
ent  with  the  provifions  and  fpirit  of  the  a€l.   Thefe 
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were  addreffed  in  the  aggregsite  to  the  ,govenioN 
general  and  council  of  Fort- William. 

The  advice  which  accompanied  thi^*  great  code 
ef  Britifh  legiflation  and  juriiprudence  to  the  bank^ 
of  the  Ganges^  from  the  coust  of  Diradors  to  the 
gentlemen  invefted  with  this  new  delegation^  waa 
important  and  material.  It  inculcated  the  mod 
perfefl  harmony  among  them&lves,  as  of  efleiitial^ 
and  indifpenfible  neceflity  to>  the  welfare  of  the 
Company,  and  an  honourable  difcharge  ef  the 
tsruft  repofed  in  them.  *^It  prefTed  the  propriety 
and  confequence  of  fixing  their  attention  on  the 
prefervation  of  tranquillity,  through  the  whole  In- 
dian empire,  the  protcftion  of  the  Company's  tcr-* 
ritories,  and  the  improvement  of  their  revenues* 
And  it  direfted  them  in  the  exereifc  of  their  eon^ 

0 

troul  over  tl^e  Other  prefidencies,  in  queftiotis  re- 
lating to  peace  and  war,  that  they  fhould  carefuUjf: 
ftudy  the  interefts  and  probable  connexions  of  the 
country  powers  with  each  other,  with  the  Com^- 
pany,  and  with  other  EumDpean  nations;  that  tfaejc 
fhould  aim  at  nothing  by  other  means,  which 
could  be  obtained  by  negociation ;  that  tbeg^ 
ral  intereft;  in  all  its  dependencies,  &ould 
tfie  meafures  of  their  government ;  but  that,^  on  no 
confidcration,  fliould  they  ever  be  tended  to  \d[% 
fight  of  the  fafety  and  profperity  of  Bengal.  A 
fhort  hiftoiy  of  the  fupremc  government,,  undeii*  thft- 
influence  of  a  majority  of  the  council,  will  abim*- 
dantly  jnilify  the  forefight  of  the  courts  in  fiag- 
gefting  thefe  falutary  dicedions^ 

Thfr 


TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA*  ^13 

The  new  admiiiiftration  did  not  take  place  until 
%he  latter  end  of  Oflober.  It  was  oompofed  of 
^divMuais  not  unqualified  for  occupying  the  im- 
.portant  (pheres  to  which  they  were  called,  with  a 
capacity,  an  energy,  and  a  dignity  equal  to  the 
^refpofifibility  cenneded  with  the  duty  for  which 
•they  ftood  committed.  The  deep^  fagacious,  pe- 
•netrating  underftafniing ;  the  x:autious,  wary,  per- 
ieveriog  temper ;  the  daring,  original,  and  enter- 
piifiiig  genius  which  have  uniformly  diltinguifhed 
xhc  politics  of  the  governor-general,  fdhioned  him 
^'ith  fingular  propriety  to  fiU  the  higheft  depart- 
•ment  in  a  government  which  entrufted  a  few  fo« 
retgners  with  the  lives  and  properties  of  millions. 
To  a  very  high  fenfe  of  honour.  General  Claver- 
ing  added  uncommon  delicacy  in  bis  difcemment 
of  men  and  things.  He  conne&ed  the  fpiirit  and 
libendity  of  a  gentleman  with  the  conicientious  dif- 
^hai;ge  of  his  duty,  and  an  inviolable  prediledion 
i0T  the  facred  regaKJis  of  right  and  wrong.  His 
ienfibilities  were  prodbiably  too  refined,  and  his  mo- 
jnality  loo  inflexible  for  the  obliquities  of  Afiatic 
pcrfitics.  Thefe  qualities,  in  fuch  a&tuation,  might 
operate  as  defe6b  of  charaft^r.  A  government, 
act  eftablifhed  in.  principle,  was  unlikely  to  prof- 
per  by  the  viitues  of  its  members.  Colonel  MaQ- 
fcHi  poflefled  all  the  honcfty,  Simplicity,  and  difin^ 
lerefied  complaifance  of  his  profeifion*  He  had 
finnnefs  without  obftinacy;  and,  with  an  affabi- 
^ity  Angularly  amiable  and  conciliating,  a  mind 
open  to  ponvidion,  a -found  underftanding,  and  a 
warm  heart ;  be  maintained  his  opinions  with  flea^ 
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dinefs,  and  avowed  his  attachments  to  the  laft. 
^r.  Barweli^  from  long  rcfidence  on  the  fpot,  great 
intercourfe  with  the  natives^  a  turn  for  obfervation, 
and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  manners 
and  peculiarities  of  the  country,  poflefled  fuch  a 
valuable  flock  of  local  intelligence,  as  could  not 
but  afibrd  him  the  readied  and  cleared  afliftance 
in  cafes  of  the  greateft  intricacy.  Mr.  Francis  has 
^  cool  head,  and  a  corre£l  judgment.  His  opinions 
are  formed  with  no  common  fhare  of  fhrewdnefs 
and  prccifion,  Endowed  with  a  liber^  education, 
accuftomed  to  exercifes  which  required  attention, 
fele£lion  and  djgeftion,  and  pofleffing  habits  of  the 
moft  indefatigable '  induftry,  few  men  were  better 
fitted  for  the  arrangement,  the  detail,  and  the  dif- 
patch  of  bufinefe.  A  mioiftry  combining,  exerting, 
and  dire6ling  fuch  talents  as  ihefe  to  one  objed, 
'was  equal  to  the  management  of  the  greateft  em- 
pire. They  wanted  only  fome  grand  prevailing 
intercft  to  engrofs,  cement,  and  Itimulate  their  rc- 
fpe6live  energies,  and  it  was  impoflible  but  the  wif- 
jdom  of  their  meafures,  the  harmony,  the  efficacy, 
?nd  the  promptitude  of  ^heir  operations,  mull  ep- 
iiirc  them  fuccefs. 

The  exprcfs  orders  of  the  DiFeftorsto  Mr.  Haf- 
tings,  even  while  at  the  head  of  the  former  admi- 
iiiftration,  were,  thatiio  rank,  ftation,  connexion, 
or  confideration  ^vhatever,  fhould  deter  him  from 
bringing  every  oppreflion  to  light,  and  every  offen- 
der, native  and  European,  to  condign  punifhment. 
Thefe,  however,  he  conceived  to  be  abfolutely  im- 
praflicabie,  and  i^mbraccd  thefirfl  opportunity  of  an- 
nouncing 
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jouncing  that  conviftion  to  the  Direftors,  in  very 
decided  language.  He  refolved  every  Tpecies  of 
delinquency  into  the  imbecility  of  the  cftabliflied 
fySbem,   and  affcrted  the   incompetency  of  their 

.  conftitution  for  the  management  of  extenfive  do- 
minions^ under  charters  originally  framed  for  the 

.  jurifdiaion  of  trading  fettlements.  Whether  he  did 
not  choofe  to  encounter  the  obloquy  which  a  clofe 
xetrofpeaion  into  the  conduft  of  other  govern- 
ments might  have  occafioned.  Whether  he  fuf- 
peaed  or  forefaw  the  oppofition  naturally  to  be 
expeaed  in  carrying  on  fuch  an  invidious  en- 
4]uiry  might  overfet  his  government.  Whe- 
ther the  fentiments  of  private  friendlhip  might 
not  operate  as  infuperable  obftades  to  the  per- 
formance of  public  duty,  or  whether  all  thefe 
confiderations  might  not  have  their  weight  in 
determining  his  refolution  on  fo  material  a  part  of 

.  Ills  office,  it  would  be  prefumption  to  affirm.  But 
the  condua  of  his  colleagues  in  office  foon  afforded 
him  full  and  repeated  opportunities  of  exemplifying, 
in  his  own  defence,  the  truth  of  that  impraaica- 
bility,  which  he  had  fo  firmly  alTerted. 

The  introduaion  of  a  new  fyftem  was  a  meafure 
which,  in  its  own  nature,  implied  a  complete  con- 
demnation of  the  old.  It  would  at  leafl  have  ill 
become  the  legiflature  to  attempt  a  reformation 
where  nothing  was  either  ufelefs,  defeaive,  or  im- 
proper. The.  members  fent  from  home  confidered 
themfelves  as  bound  by  this  conftruaipn  of  the 
aa.  The  fpirit  and  tendency  of  former  inftitu- 
tipns  had  occafioned  the  powers  with  which  they 

P  4  were 
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y^erc  invefted.  Their  official  cxiftence,  for  Ajjt 
reafon,  {lamped  ^n  indelible  cenfuri^  on  the  con- 
*jju6l  of  their  prcdeceflbrs.  -  The  chara6l)er  of  Mr. 
Haflings,  by  the  fanjElion  of  the  Britiih  parliament^ 
jfLppeared  on  the  face  of  the  revolut jon^  an  honour- 
able exception  to  the  delinquencies  in  "which  it  ori- 
ginated. To  him  was  affigped  the  diredion  of  th^ 
liew  government.  He  pofiefled  the  principal  (itu- 
ation  in  the  fervice  of  his  employer^.  The  legal 
prerogatives  of  his  (lation  wefe  em^ent  and  extcn- 
iive.  He  prefided  in  the  council,  he  cprrelponded 
exclufjvely  with  the  native  princes  in  India.  Hi$ 
name  gave  validity  and  authenticity  to  eyery  pul^r 
lie  deed.  Thefc  diftin^pns  were  by  no  means 
calculated  to  lefien  or  depreciate  his  perfonal  me- 
rits in  the  isyes  of  his  colleagues.  They  went^  in 
fafl,  to  India  with  the  ftrongell  prepofleffions  iq 
his  favour.  If  their  own  pofitive  and  repeated  de- 
clarations are  entitled  to  belief,  they  did  not  enr 
tertain  a  doubt,  but  that  the  high  reputatiop  which 
he  bore  among  his  friends  ^i  hoine,  was  no  more 
than  due  to  his  exertipns  abroad. »  And  notwith* 
Handing  the  various  furmifcs  which  they  accide|i- 
tally  heard  in  thpir  way  to  Bengal,  and  which  threw 
fomc  degree  of  fhadp  on  the  flattering  idea  whicl^ 
they  had  preyioufly  forfped  of  his  politics,  his  abi- 
lities, ^nd  bi§  virtues,  they  were  npt  withputhqpes 
|hat  he  would  anfwer  the  purppfcs  of  his  appoint- 
ment tq  their  fatisfaSion,  a$  wel|  s^s  that  pf  the 
public. 

The  Gpvemo^-genejral,  at  thefiyft  meeting  of  the 
new  government,  [Oft.  25,  1774]  embraced,  with 
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gteat  propriety,  that  occafion  for  explaining,  efpe* 
cially  to  the  gchtlcm^B  fo  Recently  arrived  from  Eut. 
rope^  the  prefent  pofture  of  the  Company's  affain^ 
more  particularly  as  conneQed  with  the  prefidencyi 
die  dominions,  and  the  dependencies  of  Bengal .  He 
laid  before  them  the  whole  complicated  and  multi- 
farious fyftem  of  the  revenne  department.  He  dir 
re8ed  their  attention  to  -a  brief  detail  of  the  various 
fdjttftments  and  operations,  by  which  this  intricate 
and  laborious  bufinefs  was  managed  and  executed 
with  «Jied.  He  pointed  out  a  great  number  of  new 
and  ncc  .ffary  regulations  which,  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  of  accuracy,  expedition,  and  order,  the 
late  adminiftration  had  introduced.  He  ftated,  at 
the  fame  time,  in  a  very  fpecioiis  manner,  and 
irith  his  ufas^l  corrednefs  and  perfpicuity,  the 
moft  material  meafure^  which  the  council  had 
;^dopted  and  recorded,  fince  he  had  the  honour  of 
fitting  in  the  chair.  The  Company's  alliance  with 
the  Vizir  of  Oude,  their  treatment  of  the  Emperor 
Shaw  AUum^  an4  the  a£iive  and  ofienfible  part 
irhich  their  troops  had  taken  in  reducing  the  Ro«» 
billa  tribes,  b^  confidered  as  fo  many  circumftances 
pregnant  with  the  mod  fubftantial  advantages  to 
the  Britifli  intereft  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Nor 
did  he  overlook,  in  thi$  official  narrative  or  ftate- 
lAent,  the  ftr^ngth,  the  views,  or  th(:  connections, 
of  the  neighbouring  powers.  He  fjiewed  what  we 
had  reafon  either  to  hope  or  fear  frofp  the  friend- 
ifaip  or  enmity  of  the  M arratto  dates.  He  traced 
the  (diifeniions  of  that  powerful  and  warlike  people 
thfoqgh'  all  their  caufes,    progrefs,    and   confe- 

quenceSj^ 
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*  quencesy  and  dircriminated  the  fpecific  aim  of  timt 
competition  which  continued,  by  the  domeftic  ani« 

,mofities  and  internal  convulfions  it  produced,  to 
reftrain  the  vigour  of  their  government  from  all  ex- 
terior exertion  or  enterprize.  He  exhibited  the  do- 

'  minions  of  Berar  as  peculiarly  interefting  to  the 
Company,  from  their  fituation  and  proximity  to 
thofe  of  Bengal.  Thefe  too  were  defcribed  as  in- 
volving different  interefts,  from  the  peculiar  con- 
nexions, politics,  and  principles  of  the  chiefs  who 
poffeifed  them.  The  movements  of  this  mighty 
ilate,  efpecially  as  being  clofely  united  by  blood 
CO  that  of  the  Marrattos,  he  conceived,  ought  to  be 
narrowly  and  afliduoufly  watched  by  the  fupreme 
government.  And  he  concluded,  with  infmuating 
the  moft  fanguine  expeflation,  that  by  proper  ma* 
nagement  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  no  incesi- 

fiderable  advantages  might  accrue  to  them  and  to 
the  Britifh  nation,  from  the  general  refult  of  thofe 

arrangements  *,  which  he  had  thus  fummarily  de- 
tailed. 

The 

*  To  elucidate  this  part  of  the  Jhhjefly  the  whole  of  the 

GovernoT'generaV s  minute  on  that  occafion  ought  to  be  in- 

Jirted.     ihave  omitted  the  references  to  original  documents 

in  the  various  offices^  ds  the  firmer  can  be  of  no  ufe  except 

to  J'uck  as  have  accejs  to  the  latter, 

**  Ail  the  Members  of  this  Council  bein?  now  afiembled, 

•  I  could  wifli  to  point  out  foi?ie  general  plan  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  regulations  of  the  new  f^^ilem  ot  go- 
vcmment,  agreeably  to  the  inftniflions  received  from  the 
Company ;  hat  upon  an  attentive  review  of  the  various 
fubjecls  which  occur,  I  find  it  neceifary  to  fele6^  fuch  par- 
ticular parts  of  them  as  feem  to  claim  your  earlieft  notice  ; 
^ferving  the  reft  for  future  confideration,  to  be  taken  up 
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"  The  gentlemen  from  England  were  ftruck  y/itix 
peculiar  aftoniflunent  and  concern  by  fome  parts      ^ 

of 

in  the  order  in  which  their  refpefiive  importance  or  parti- 
cular exigences  may  point  out.  I  (hall  take  the  liberty  to 
accompany  every  propofition  vith  a  brief  relation  of  liich 
circumftances,  and  fuch  paft  tranfaflions,  as  have  any  re- 
lation to  it,  and  are  necefFary  to  be  knoMm,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  forming  your  refolutions  upon  it.  I  mean  not, 
gentlemen,  to  preclude  any  other  Member  of  the  Council 
n^om  ofiering  any  point  for  prefent  deliberation,  <which,  in 
his  judgment,  may  claim  a  preference  in  point  of  time,  above 
diofe  which  I  may  wiih  to  introduce.  I  only  propofe  this 
method  as  the  mofl  likely  to  facilitate  the  difpatch  of  bu- 
finefs,  which  may  be  retarded  by  undertaking  too  many 

'  fubjeAs  at  the  fame  inftant.  It  wilt  unavoidably  take  fome 
time  to  arrange  and  perfe£l  the  new  fyflem  of  tnis  admini* 
ftration;  in  the  mean  while,  the  current  affairs  will  re- 
quire vour  daily  aflifiance  to  keep  them  in  motion ;  and 
in  botn,  I  mean  both  in  forming  the  new  mode  of  govem- 
nent,  and  conducing  the  daily  bulinefs,  you  will  find  it 
fieceflary  to  confult  the  records  of  the  former  admini- 
ilration,  for  the  lake  of  due  connexion  and  confiftency. 
I  defire  alfo  to  (horten  the  time,  and  leflen  the  trouble  of 
iiich  a  fearch  among  the  voluminous  books  of  conTultations, 
fay  the  mode  propofed,  of  laying  before  you  a  fuccin6l 
view  of  each  fubjef^,  with  references  to  the  confultations 
for  the  fucceffive  ordiers^hich  have  been  iflued,  and  the 
advices  which  have  been  received  concerning  them.  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  add,  and  I  think  I  may  do  it,  without 
prefumin^  too  much  upon  the  experience  which  I  have 
acquired  m  the  affairs  of  this  government,  that  I  (hall  be 
at  all  times  happy  to  affift  any  Member  of  the  Council 
with  my  communications  upon  any  point  upon  which  he 
tnay  defire  to  be  fo  informea. 

•*  Profei&ons  of  seal,  and  foUcitude  for  the  public  good, 
are  too  commonly  made  ufe  of  to  be  received  with  implicit 

•  credit;  but  I  feel  my  own  honour,  and  my  own  intereft, 
fo  intimately  blended  with  the  fuccefsful  iffue  of  the  mea- 
fures  of  this  government,  that  I  may  with  truth,  and  with- 
out hazard  of  having  my  declaration  fufpefted,  affirm,  that 
J  have  not  a  wifli,  even  fof  myfelf,  which  has  not  the 

good 
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of  this  imdligence.  The  fufpicions  which  the 
yuaiours  they  bad  heard  in  ^heir  way  to  India,  and 

which 

4^od  of  the  .Company  for  its  immediate  objed,  and  my 

^vm  ukimately,  las  derived  from  it.  I  believe  I  may  (afelv 
conclude  the  fame  for^he  other  gentlemen  embarked  witjn 
me  in  this  great  undertaking ;  and  I  have  the  moft  tho- 
rough con&aence  in  your  di^fition  to  unite  M^ith  me  in 
itht  profecQtion  of  the  Company's  interefts,  while  I,  widi 

'tliettrifiefl  fincerity  mi  cordiality  declare,  that  nothiiig  on 
«Z)y  part  (hail  be  wanting  to  render  that  union  e(fe3uaJ. 

'*  The  points  which  I  ^all  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  your 
iCOniideratiqn  are,  firft,  the  mode  of  condu£ling  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  revenue  j  and  next,  the  political  fyAem  of  tbefe 
provinces. 

*'  The  general  moA&  which  is  at  thi«  time  eftablifhed  for 
the  management  of  the  coUefiions,  is  as  follows  :  The  pro- 
vinces arc  formed  into  fix  divifions ;  each  comprehenoinf 
fe\'eral  inferior  diflrifls,  under  the  dire£lioa  of  a  Chief  and 
Council ;  thefe  receive  their  orders  from  the  Board  at 
Jarge,  and  report  to  them  their  proceeding  in  a  fepaiatc 
department,  called  a  Coimcil  ot  Revenue ;  and  ior  thf 
greater  facility  of  difpatching  bufincfs  with  the  inhabitants^ 

*  ^nd  for  the  prefervation  of  dhe  ancient  liirmsand  ndes  «f 
office,  a  Dewan  or  miniller  of  the  revenue  is  appointed  to 
each  divifion,  who  is  joined  to  the  Provincial  Council,  wmi 
keeps  all  the  accounts  and  records  of  the  oountiy  lan- 

fua^s.    Native  fupenntendants  are  alfo  a|^ointed  to  each 
iAri£l  oi  the  provmcial  divifioas,  with  the  title  of  Nnbs^ 
and  corpefpond  with  the  Provincial  Councils  and  Detvans. 
.  The  Dewans  alfo  tranfmit  their  accounts  and  proceedings  to 
.  an  office  of  ancient  inftitution,  lately  transferred  firom  the 
city  of  Mooribedahad  to  Calcutta,  named  the  Khalfa»  which 
.  is  utider  tlie  charge  of  an  officer  entitled  the  Roy  Royan,whQ 
occafionally  fits  at  the  meeting  of  the  Councils  of  Revenue, 
and  is  the  channel  of  communication  between  the.  Boar4 
and  the  Dewans,  tranfmitting  to  the  latter  tlie  counterparty 
of  the  orders  of  the  Board,  which  are  fent  to  the  Provin- 
cial Councils,  and  receive  their  anfwers.    The  exceptions 
to  this,  general  fyflem  are,   the  province  of  Chittagong, 
\rhich,  from  its  remote  fituadon  and  (maU  revenue, has  beeiv 
left  under  the  fingle  charge  of  tbp  chief  of  the  fa£h>ry ; 

and 
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Irbkh  a  variety  of  circumftances  infyired,  on  their 
arrival  were  confinncd.     The  great  principle  of 

goveriw 

and  the  di&dfh  of  Pallamew  and  Ramgurv  under 'Capt^da 
Caznac ;  and  of  the  Jungiilterry  of  Curruckpoor,  &c.. 
under  Captain  Browne.  Thelle  may  be  properly  termed 
mflitary  colledorfliips.  They  are  compofed  of  the  wild 
flooimtaiooiu  part  of  the  country,  which  have  been  lately 
reduced  to  a  fiate  of  fubmiffion  to  governmem,  and  require 
At  amtinuaLpreTence  of  a  military  force-  to  keep  them  in 
lubjv&ioii^  The  revenue  which  they  yield  is  inconr]<ler-> 
able ;  but  the  poffelBon*  of  them  is  a  fecurity  ta  the  peace 
of  the  cultivated  and  moce  civihzed  lands  in  their  neigh-» 
fcoufhood»  which,  till  their  redufiion,  were  continually 
cxpoicd  to  the  ravages  of  wild  and  lawlefs  people  inhabit^ 
ifig  than.  With  t£efe  military  colie£lor8,  the  conrefpon-^ 
iknce  was  carried  on  by  the  Governor  only  ;  bat  accord*- 
ing  to  theihftruftions  now  received  from  the  Company^  it 
frans  requtfitt  that  it  fliould  in  future  be  conduQed  by  the 
Coujicil  at  large. 

.  ^  I  Auft  bC^  leti^  to  cMcludc  this  iubjefl  with  eameflly 
•ficEiag  iny  »Svicc  for  the  contjauation  of  this  {ySttm  im 
attitt  parts,  with  fioch  alterations  only  as  the  late  chaai^ 
so  the  i^emment  has  rendered  incurpeaiablY  aecefikry*. 
innavatioas  are  always  attended  with  difficulties  and  in'- 
-nmi^esiences ;  innoitatians  in  the  psvemie^  with  a  fuf pen^^ 
iM^  of  the  ooUedioBS,  and  a  change  at  this  feafcai  of  the 
^war,  would  be  particularly  dangerous,  as  the  tiaic  of  the 
acariei:  pmnents  is  now  approaching.  For  the  fame  reai-. 
fim,  your  ipeedy  determination  upon  the  future  h:ode*  ol 
f  anagingand  caOefiing  the  revenues  would  prow  of  eifen- 
-iial  fisrriee. 

**  The  Court  of  Direfiors  haw  been  advifed  of  tlie 
■Soehiation  of  tUs  cibblifiiment,  in  confcquence  of  the  orders 
'Sfeaafiaiitied  to  ns  m  their  ktter  of  tfaeTth  of  Apvil,  1773  ^ 
asxd  we  «Mty  ftordy  hqpe  to  be  furnifted  \Mh  their  £nal 
doteitoination  conceraiag  it.  I  muft  Hkewife  recommend 
die  coneinuance  <rf  the  fepairatioa  which  was  oxiginatly 
-gKidc;  ef  the  revenue  department  from  the  other  omces-of 
Ae  .gDverament,  as  the  only  means  by  which  it  can  be  xe- 
gularly  conduced ;  and  as  there  is  no  branch  of  the  Com- 
pany*':S  afiaiis  on  which  tlicir  intcrelts  fo  effentiairy  depend, 

I  pro- 
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government,  to  the  operations  of  which  report  had 
attributed  the  moft  &lutary  and  fubftantial  amend- 
ments 

I  propofe  that  the  Council  do  aflemble  for  the  condu3  of 
it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  was  prafiifed  by  the  late  Coun^ 
cil  of  Revenue. 

"  It  will  be  neceflary  to  form  other  fubfidiar^  regu-* 
lations  for  feparating  the  revenue  from  the  commercial 
department,  and,  preventing  competitions  between  themr 
and  to. determine  wha^  fervants  (ball  be  employed  in  the 
revenue  branch ;  that  the  b^ard  of  trade  may  be  enabled 
to  make  choice,  from  amongft  the  reft,  of  fuch  as  will  be 
required  for  condu6Hng  the  commercial  bufinefs. 

"  The  next  point  wnich  I  have  propofcd  for  your  con* . 
fideration,  is,' the  polhical  fyftem  of  thefe  provinces. 

'*  The  alliance  with  the  Nabob  Stijah  Dowlah,  the  Vi^^ 
zir  of  the  empire,  is  the  only  foreign  conneElion  in  vhich 
the  government  can  with  propriety  be  faid  to  be  engaged^ 
This  took  place  originally  by  the  treaty  formed  by  Lord 
Clive  at  Illahabad,  in  the  year  1765.    • 

"  By  a  new  treaty  with  the  Vizir,  dafted  Sept*  8,  1773, 
in  confequence  of  an  interview  I  had  with  him  at  Benaresi 
the  monthly  fubftdy  for  the  extraordinary  expence  of  our 
forces  employed  in  his  afliftance,  was  fixed  ^t  the  fum  of 
2 10,000  rupees  for  one  brigade ;  and  the  provinces  of  Cora 
and  Illahabad  ceded  to  him  for  the  fum  of  fifty  lacks  of 
rupees,  of  which  twenty  lacks  were  to  be  immediately  due; 
and  were  accordingly  paid  ;  fifteen  lacks  were  to  be.  paid 
at  the  expiration  of  a  year,  and  the  remaining  fifteen  at 
the  expiration  of  two  years. 

**  At  the  fame  time,  the  Vizir  had  folictted  the  aid  of 
our  troops  to  reduce  the  Rohilla*  country,  lying  on  the 
north  of  his  dominions,  between  the  Ganges  and  the 
mountains  of  Tibbet.  The  immediate  plea  for  thefe  hoi> 
tilittes,  >\ras,  the  breach  of  faith  with  which  the  Rohtlki 
chiefs  were  charged  in  the  fuppltes  of  money  afforded  by 
them  to  the  Marrattos,  againft  whom  they  had  foliated 
and  obtained  the  Vizir's  afliftance,  under  a  foiema  cn- 
gagjement  to  pay  him  forty  lacks  of  rupees  on  the  depsnr* 
tare  of  the  Marrattos,  ana  for  xefufing  afterwards  to  fulfil 
that  engagement. 

*»  This 
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ments  or  reform,  in  every  part  of  the  whole  official 
arrangement,  was  materially  different  from  what 

they 

"  This  enterprizc,  the  deCgn  of  which  furtiiflied  the 
firft  occafion  of  my  meeting  wiih  the  Vizir,  formed  an 
article  in  the  original  draught  of  our  treaty ;  but  it  was  af- 
terwards omitted  at  his  defire;  and  I  promifed  that  tt 
fliould  ftill  take  place,  if  it  fuited  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany, at  any  other  time  when  he  fliould  find  himfelf  in  a 
condition  to  rcfume  it.  Accordingly,  in  the  month  ol 
January,  1774,  the  Vizir  made  a  formal  recjuifition  of  the 
af&flance  ot  a  brigade  of  the  Company's  forces,  for  the 
defence  of  his  dominions^  and  for  the  profecu^n  of  his 
farmer  purpofe  of  invading  the  countr>'  of  the  Rohiilas. 
Por  this  fervice  lie  engaged  to  pay  the  Cotnpany,  befides 
the  ftipulated  monthly  fubCdy^  forty  lacks  ot  rupees  when 
it  ihould  be  concluded, 

**  The  Vizir's  requeft  was  granted ;  ihe  fecond  brigade 
was  ordeied  on  this  fervice,  and  Colonel  Champion,  the 
pixivifional  Cotnmander  in  Chief,  appointed  to  the  com-* 
mand.  Having  been  joined  by  the  Vizir  and  his  troops, 
he  entered  the  Kohilla  borders  on  i7th  April,  and  on  the 
sjd  of  the  famemonU^,  attacked  and  defeated  the  antiy  of 
me  Rohiilas,  commanded  by  Hafez  Rabmet,  their  leader, 
who  was  killed  in  the  afiion.  This  vifiory  was  decifive; 
BO  other  enemy  appeared  in  the  field ;  and  the  Vizir  hav- 
ing obtained  polTeinon  qf  the  greateft  part  of  the  coimtry, 
both  armies  marched  on  the  7th  of  May  to  the  city  of  fiif«^ 
foely,  where  quarters  were  prepared  for  them,  and  it  was 
intended  they  fiiould  pafs  tbq  rains  there;  but  the  remainr^ 
ing  leaden*  of  the  Rohiilas  having  affembled  forces,  under 
the  cemmvid  of  Fyzoolb  Cawn,  at  Nejeebgur,  a  town  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  countiy,  the  Vizir,  appre^ 
faendbig  their  acquiring  too  great  flrength,  and  that  the 
Marrattos  might  return  to  interrupt  the  operations  before 
they  weoe  brought  to  a  condufion,  prevailed  upon  Colonel 
Cham|Hon  to  put  the  brigade  again  in  motion,  about  the 
latter  end  of  July,  and  to  march  with  him  againft  the 
enemy,  sdthouffh  the  rains  were  then  at  their  height.  The 
troops  enjoyed  remarkable  good  heaUh,  and  proceeded 
without  oppoCtion  to  Pottcrgur,  the  enemy  flying  before 
them  to  the  fkms  of  the  hills^  whither  the  combined  armies 

have 
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they  expefied-  They  faw  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
pany wantonly  exerted  to  give  fan€lioD  and  fucceCi 

to 

have  followed  them.  They  have  kin  far  a  confiderable 
time  within  a  fhort  diftance  of  each  other ;  Colonel  Cham- 
pion waiting  for  orders  from  the  Selefi:  Ccmimittee,  topur- 
iue  the  enemy  beyond  the  Hne  to  which  he  conceived 
himfelf  limited  by  his  inilru£Uons.  The  neceflary  orders 
were  fent,  and  we  have,  been  for  fome  time  paft  in  daily. 
cxpe3ations  of  hearing  that  the  war  was  brought  to  a  coq- 
clufion,  either  by  the  attack  and  defeat  of  the  enemy,  or 
by  negociation.  The  lafi  letters  from  Colonel  Champion^ 
which  you,  Gendemen,  have  read,  were  dated  \he  sA  in- 
flant,  and  advtfe,  that  Fyzoolla  Cawn  had  delivered  him- 
felf up,  but  that  the  negociadon  was  ftill  continued. 

'*  The  advantages  propofed  from  this  expediuon  were; 
ift,  an  addition  of  territory,  and,  of  courfe,  of  wealth  id 
the  Vizir,  in  which  the  Company  will  always  participate. 
sd.  The  completion  of  the  detenuve  line  of  his  dominioDif 
by  freeing  them  from  an  inconvenient  neighbour ;  and  by 
taking  into  them  the  whole  fpace  included  betwe^  th^ 
Ganges  and  the  northern  mountains,  ^d.  The  employment 
of  a  third  part  of  our  force,  and  a  favm^  at  the  fame  time 
of  its  expences.  And  laftly,  the  ftipulaQon  of  forty  lacks; 
io  be  paid  on  the  conclufion  of  the  undertakififf.  The  re* 
treat  of  the  Marrattos  to  their  ancient  territones,  and  the 
violent  diflenfions  which  had  arifejA  in  their  flate,  were 
arguments  ftrongly  favouring  the  time  which  was  chofiar 
ior  beginning  the  war ;  and  the  juftice  of  it  is  fupportei 
by  the  undoubted  refufai  of  Hafez  Rahmet  to  fulfil  tbr 
conditions  of  his  treaty  with  the  Vizir,  of  which  the  ori- 
ginal, witneffed  by  General  Sir  Robert  Barker,  is  in  ooi 
poflefflion. 

'  **  Many  detached  events,  fuch  as  the  claim  of  the  army 
to  a  (hare  in  the  plunder  of  the  conquered  country,  the 
donation  offered  to  them  by  the  Vizir,  a  claim  of  the' 
King  Shah  Allum  to  a  (hare  of  the  conquered  diftrifi$i 
will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  the  correfpondeuce  betweea 
ttie  Seled  Committee  and  Colonel  Champion,  and  do  not 
require  further  notice  in  this  place* 

••The  fecond  payment  of  the  treaty  mone)'  for  Corraand 
lUahabad  (till  remained  undifcliarged  by  the  lafi  advices ; 

but 
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to  oppreffian  and  outrage,  .to  profecute  .and  realizd 
the  wildeft  projeSs  of  ambition^  at  the  .cxpence  of 

what- 


— --^ 


but  orijers  had  iffued  for  etTefiing  it,  and  an  En^liOi  gentle<* 
man  had  been  appointed  by  the  Vizir  to  receive  and  taie 
charge  of  it  at  Fyzabad,  hi^  capital. 

"  The  monthly  fuWidy  has  been  paid  with  {iifficient 
exafinefs ;  at  leaft  we  have  had  no  informatron  to  the  coh^ 
trar}'.  The  forty  lacks  of  nipees,  ilipulated  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  prefent  fervice,  I  confider  tLs  now  due; 
though  the  Vizir  makes  fome  objeSions  ;'  but  the  defeat 
of  Fyzoolla  Cawn's  troops,  or  the  conclufion  of  the  nego* 
nation  with  him,  has,  probably  by  this  time,  p'tit  the 
Company's  right  beyond  difpute.  Thert  r^maihs  alfo  a 
finall  balance  of  former  acconnts  ftill  linadjufted ;  thefe 
will  confiitute  tlic  principal  part,-  if  not  the  whole  of  our 
concerns  wi\h  the  Vizir ;  when  the  bufinefs  on  which  we 
have  been  to  this  time  en^ged  with  him  is  concluded,  X 
apprehend  no  difficuMy  in  procnriifff  payment. . 

**  The  bdiiifds  which  I  had  prefcribed  to  myfelf  in  this  pav 
per,and  wlrichl  have  drcady  exceeded,  will  n<)t  adrnit  of  my 
entering  into  a  difcufiiort  or  flie  benefits  depending  on  the 
alliance  of  the  Company  with  the  Vizir;  thefe  win  appear 
at  large  on  various  parts  of  our  records,  to  which  I  fliall 
hereafter  difllnflly  refer.  They  may  be  reduced  to  the ' 
follow^ing  abridgment ;  a  fecurc  barrier' ;  a  conilan!  occu- 
pation for  part  of  oixt  arnf^yj  a  redu6lion  of  our  military 
expences ;  arfd  an  acctimnlat'mg  fund  of  future  wealth.  He 
cannot  lotij  fubfift  without  onr  proteftion,  and  is  ihca- 
pable,  of  himrdf,  of  becoming  an  Objeft  of  our  jealoufy 
pr  apprehenfion.  For  tlie  better  communieadtion  with  the 
Vizir,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  that  confidence  which 
IS  neceffary  to  perpetuate  the  aHiahce  between  the  Vizir 
and  the  Coitopan)',  it  has  been  judged  advifeable  to  appoint 
a  refident  at  the  Durbar,  a.4  the  immediate  agem  of  the 
Oovemor,  with  whom  a-lone  he  officially  cor^efponds^ 
'J'bc  gentleman  employed  in  that  llation  n  Mr.  Nathaniel 
AJiddleton,  Xfjth  <vhofe  difcretibn,  integrity  and  ability 
for  the  drfcharge  of  this  tfuft,  ^  I  have  every  rcafon  to  he 
abundantly  fatis^ed. 

•*  The  King  remains  at  Delhi,  the  ancient  capital  of 
tlic  empire,  a  mere  cvpher  in  the  admimft cation  of  it.r 

Q  With 
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whatever  is  moft  facred  to  juftice  and  huthahity,  fa 
ellabliih  the  claims,  and  extend  the  afurjpation  of 

the 

With  him  our  connection  has  been  a  long  time  fufpended, 
and  I  wifh  never  to  fee  it  renewed,  as  it  has  proved  a  fatal 
drain  to  die  wealth  of  Bengal  and  the  treafury  of  the 
Company,  without  yielding  one  advantage  or  poflibic 
fource,  even  of  remote  benefits,  in  return.  The  tribute 
which  he  claims  from  the  provinces  hath  been  with-beld 
from  him  fince  his  defertioilof  the  Company,  and  his  union 
with  their  natural  enemies,  the  Marrattos ;.  and  a  nfc" 
rence  has  been  made  to  the  Court  of  Dire3ors  for  their 
orders  concerning  the  future  payments  of  it,  with  eveiy 
aiguinfeat  urged  mat  can  induce  them  to  forbid  it. 

^  **  The  Marratta  ftate,  after  having  threatened  the  whole 
empire  with  fubje£lion,  during  the  a^ive  adminiflraiipn  of 
their  Paiihwa,  oraSingChi^,  Mahderow,  has  t)een  for 
this  twclve^month  pafl,  the  fcene  of  internal  diftrajQions, 
which  fttU  fubfifts..  On  the  death  of  Mahderow,  his  bro- 
ther, Narain  Row,  fucceeded  him.  He  was  ticacheroufly 
flain,  and  his  uncle,  Raganot  Row,  releafed  from  prifoti, 
and  declared  Pailhwa  in  his  ftead.  The  minifters  of  the 
government,  to  whom  he  owed  his  elevation,  became  the 
objefh  of  his  j^aloufy,  and  afiing  from  that  impreffion,  be 
made  them  his  enemies;  they  formed  a  powerful  com- 
binatjion  againft  him,  fet  up  the  new-born  fon  of  Narain 
Row  in  competition  againlt  him,  and  defeated  him.  He 
has  fince  thrown  hinuelf  on  the  protedion  of  Takojee 
Hulkar,  and  Mahadajee  Sindea,  two  Chiefs  of  con- 
fideration,  who  were  lately  in  the  party  of  his  opponents* 
The  leaders  of  this  apportion,  Sookoram  Bolboo,  the 
principal  minifter;  Gaujaboy,  the  mother  of  the  Paifli- 
was,  Mahderow  and  Narain  Row ;  Shubajee  Bonfela,  the 
Chief  of  Berar ;  and  the  Nabob  Nizam  Alii.  The  two 
lail  may  be  rather  confidered  as  auxiliaries;  Mordajee, 
the  brother  of  Shubajee,  was  on  the  fide  of  Raganot  Row 
till  his  defeat ;  both  the  brothers  are  now  in  Bcraf .  The 
hH  letter  from  Mr.  Moftyn,  the  Refident  at  Poonah, 
dated  the  2  2d  of  Auguft,  explains  the  ftate  of  thefe  dif- 
putes  to  that  period ;  they  feem  yet  likely  to  be  of  I<mger 
duration,  and  whenever  concluded,  \\rill  probably  leave  the 
prevailing  party  too  weak  to  undertake  any  plan  of  remote 

coiiquefi» 
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^be  ftrong»  ovar  the  natural  and  beteditary  righu 
t)f  the  weak  and  ddencelds.    The  principles^  the 

operaUonSy 

conquefi,  for  fome  time  at  leaft  to  come ;  of  courfe  we 
have  no  caufe  to  apprehend  any  diflufbances  from  tlie 
Marrattos,  during  the  prefent  Xeafon. 

"  TThe  province  of  Berar,  adjoining  to  our  own  bordesi 
on  the  fouth  and'  weft  fide  of  the  provinces,  merits,  from 
that  confideration,  and  from  the  power  and  independency 
€rf  its  niters,  a  tlifttnfl  confideration.    The  prefent  Chief, 
Shabujec  Bonfela,  is  the  brother  of  the  late  Janojee  Bon* 
fcla,  who  for  many  years  paft  enjoyed  the  mvereignty  of 
the  country.    His  brothers  are  Moodajee,  wfao.has  been 
abeacfy  mentioned  in  this  narrative,  and  Bimbajee ;   the 
latter  pofleHes  vety  Httle  confequence  bcfides  th^it  which 
he  denves  from  the  credit  of  his  tamijy.  The  two  other  bro- 
kers have  been  long  at  variance,  but  by  the  mediation  and 
aiithDricy  of  Dertiaboy ,  the  widow  pf  Jan(^ee»  and  a  woman 
of  great  fpirit  and  reputed  ability,  prevented  from  carrying 
fhar  animofity  to  violent  extremes.    Their  being  engaged 
in  oppofite  £aeHons  of  die  Marratto  fiate,  js  xx6x  a  certain 
proof  of  their  mutual  enmity ;  H  being  (as  I  underftand)a 
policy  not  uncommonly  pradifed  among  the  Marrattos,  tor 
die  lame  family  to  take  dtflferent  fides  m  civit  diilenfions, 
with  a  view  to  ks  aggrandizement.    While  I  was  at  Be^ 
nares  the  laftyear,  a  Vakeel  from  Shawbajee  Bonfela  ar-*. 
rived  at  that  place  with  a  letter  addrefled  to  me  by  that 
Chief,  and  attended  me  in  Calcutta  until  the  m(^th  of 
Sq>tember  laA,  when  he  received  his  difmiffioq  to  r(Hum 
to  his  mafler,  in  confequence  of  orders  received  for  that 
puqiofe.    The  purport  of  Shawbajee's  letter,  and  the  ver< 
Dal  pnipofitions  made  to  me  by  his  Vakeel,  was  to  folicit 
the  friendlhip  and  alliance  of  this  government ;  to  which  \ 
have  replied  in  fuch  terms  as  were  moft  likely  to  encou* 
rage  him  to  nearer  advances,  if  he  has  formed  aiTy  defigns 
which  may  make  it  flrongly  his  Intereft  to  court  the  friend- 
flbip  of  the  Company.     He  is  defcended  from  the  ancieilt 
itajahs  of  Situr^h,    The  prefent  Rajah  is  called  Ram  Ra- 
jah;  he  has  no  children.     U  is  worthy  of  remark,  and 
vaxf  ferve  to  convey  fome  idea  of  the  inftability  of  the  pre-* 
fent  government  of  the  Marrattos,  that  it  is  exercifed 
tfirough  two  fubordinate  gradations.   The  Rajah,  in  whof^ 

Q  2  n^m6 
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operations,  and  the  tendencies  of  governineiift»  a{v 
peaied  to  thenf  totally  miftaken  or  mifapplied.  In- 
ftead  of  the  pacific  fyftem  the  Governor-general  had 
fo  loudly  profefled  and  avowed,  the  army  was  at  that 
moment  employed  in  the  extirpation  of  the  Rohillas, 
with  whom  he  had  lately  been  allied,  againft  whom 
he  pretended  to  have  no  refentmcnt^  but  for  the  roaf- 
fdcre  of  whom  a  fum  of  money  was  ftipulated. 
General  Clavering,  Colonel  Manfon,  and  Mr.  Fran- 
cis, boldly  arraigned  the  origin,  the  condaft,  tte 
obje£t  of  this  mercilefs  expedition.  They  imputed  it 
to  a  collufion  between  the  Vizir  and  the  Governor- 
general.  It  was  unaccountable  to  them  on  any 
ether  principles  than  the  felleft  ambkion  in  the  one, 
and  the  fouleft  corruption  in  the  other.  In  thefe 
they  unanimoufly  refolved  all  that'  petdlant  ca- 
price which  diftinguifbed  the  temper  of  Sujab 
Dowlah  in  dircfting  the  eiampaign,  and  riiat  very 
.exquifite  tendernefs  with  which  the  Governor-ge- 
neral efpoufed  his  vindication  againft  the  reprefen^ 
tations  of  the  commander  in  chief.  It  ftruck  them^ 
as  an  infult  to  the  repeated  orders  of  the  Compaoy, 
which  conftantly  enjoined  and  urged  the  obvious 

name  all  the  orders  of  tht  flate  are  iffued,  is  deprived  of 

all  authority.     The  Paifhwa,  or  prime  Minifter,  an  infant 

.of  nine  months  old,  and  the  aftual  Minifter  or  Regent,  who 

exercifes  the  legal  powers  of  both ;  a  man  derivin?  his  au- 

.  .thority  folely  from  the  combination  of  a  few  wealthy  indi- 
viduals.    From  this  divided  flate  of  the  Marratto  empire, 

.  and  the  interefts  and  pretentions  of  the  feveral  competitors 
for  power  amongfl  them,  great  political  advantages  may 
pediaps  be  attained  to  the  Company,  to  which  the  prelent 
united  fyflem  of  the  Company's  eftablifhments  in  Indian  is 
Well  calculated  to  contribute, 

policy 
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policy  of  cultivating  harmony  with  all  the  neigh- 
bouring ftates.  It  ftrengthened  and  extended  that 
power  which  it  was  their  intereft  to  preferve,  in  a 
fituation  of  dependence.  It  was  an  encroachment- 
en  thofe  neutral  rights  which  the  Marratto^  might 
think  themfelves  obliged  to  defend.  It  expofed 
the  dominions  of  the  Company  to  depredation^  and 
taxed  their  engagements  with  infidelity  and  deceit; 
iiegraded  the  dignity  of  government,  by  yidding 
to  the  arrogance  of  a  barbarian ;  riiqued  the  liberty 
of  a  brigade,  by  refting  their  departure  on  his  op« 
don ;  infulted  the  feelings  of  the  troops;  by  forcing^ 
them  on  a  fervice  of  cruelty,  and  implicating  their 
operations  with  a  variety  of  (iich  horrici  fcene$ 
as  refled  the  fouleft  difgrace  on  the  arms  of  an  en- 
Kghtened  nation.  They  founded  their  reafoning 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  war  was  brought  ojfi'^ 
the  management  which  marked  To  ftrongly  its  com- 
mencement and  progrefs;  the  rapacity,  perfidy, 
and  inhumai^ity  of  the  Vizier's  chara6ler;  the 
avowed  objcft  of  the  enterprize ;  and  the  dreadfu^ 
carnage,  depopulation,  apd  general  ruin  in  which 
it  terminated. 

To  allegations  illiberal  or  grof^,  the  Governors 
general  deigned  no  reply.  He  wiihed  to  diftin-- 
guilh  between  animated  declamation  and  difpaf- 
fionate  enquiry.  Many  fads  on  which  th^  majority 
argued  were  at  leaft  equivocal.  He  denied  the 
Hiyftery  attributed  to  his  perfonal  conference  with 
the  Vizier ;  that  his  cpnduQ  warranted  the  impu« 
tations  with  which  it  had  been  bls^ckened ;  that  the 
Rohilcund  was  defolatcd;  or  that  the  pri(bncrs 
t^aken  in  war  had  been'  inhumanly  ufed.    Thefq 

Q  3  were 
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vcr^  not  &d  re|iikd[entation»  of  tfU(h^  bm  the  exa^ 
gerations  of  (mty*  TKe  mearore  vas  (ugy^^  by 
tJxe  exigenciies  of  gpvernniient.  The  Company 's^ 
diilre&s  were  incceafcd  beyond  apiK>babilUy  of 
celief;  from  the  ordinary  refourcas  of  ihd  country ; 
and  in  tha  failure  of  tkefe^  exii  aorditiary  m^ans 
becaoie  indifpenfible*  The  o^dier$  of  tbe^  Com- 
pany were  in  no  inftance  an  explicit  prohibilioR  of 
employing  their  forces  on  fervices  of  fuch  mamfeft 
Utility.  They  were  diflated  in  a  ixioce  Ubecai  fpi* 
tit,  and  permitted,  in  circumfllances  not  redutibte 
to  pofitivc  aod  invariable  direftion,  a  diftvctiooal 
latitude,  for  the  zeal  of  their  fervaols.  The  RobiU. 
las  were  a  treacherous  race.  Tl^^ir  cataftropbe^ 
was  the  juft  reward  of  their  own  demetitis.  The 
yar  was  founded  in  the  natural  defire  of  retaliat* 
ing  wrongs. .  Our  troops  were  not  principals^  but 
acceflbries  only%  It  was  our  duty,  as  weU  d»  io- 
tereft,  to  affift  in  accompliOiing  whatever  augment- 
ed the  fecurity  of  an  ally,  whofe  cneBoies  wtere 
€mrs.  The  Rohillas  were  his  a^reflbrs,  and  their 
redii£lion  was,  of  courfe,  included  in  ou;r  engage- 
ments to  defend  him.  He  enumerated  the  advan- 
lages  which  would  redound  to  the  Company  from 
this  difpofition  of  their  forces.  It  raifed  a  new 
barrier  to  their  dominions,  by  extending  the  fton* 
tiers'  of  Oude,  and  removing  the  Marratcos  to  ai 
greater  diftance.  It  brought  nearly  half  a,miUioa 
ftcrling  to  their  treafury.  It  difciplined  their  ar- 
my, and  relieved  them  from  one-third  of  its  ex* 
pence,  in  fhort,  he  fcrupled  not,  in  the  face  of 
all  the  oppofition  that  was  urged,  to  seft  his  apo* 
logy  on  his  reputadon  in  the  fervice^  his  conftruc^ 
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^n  of  the  Company's  orders^  the  neceflhy,  of  the 
ilate^  and  the  pradicabiluy  of  the  objefl. 

The  majority,  far  from  acc|uiefcing  in  thefe  rj^a- 
ibns^  came  to  the  refolution,  that  the  correfponr 
dence  of  the  Governor-general,  with  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  and  the  reiident  at  the  Vizir's  court, 
ibould  be.  laid  before  the  board*  He  difTented; 
finom  this  refdution,  as  ec^ualiy  illiberal  and.  pre- 
maturc«-  It  divefted  his  declaration  of  credit,  and 
the  ^tiuiti<;X),  he  occupied  of  that, confidence  Which 
its  utility  required.  Mr.  Middletop  wa&  his  agents 
Many,  of  his  letters  were  confined  to  confidential 
commiinications)  in  which  the  public  had  no  con- 
cem»  Thefe  were  made  and  trufted  under  the  feal 
<?f  fecrefy.  He  would  not  betray  the  .unreferved 
<>pini(H)s  of  a  young  man,  which  could  produce  no 
other  confequence  than  ilUwiU  or  inconvenience 
to  the  author.  They  were  hazarded  only  on  the 
moft  facred  aflurance,  that  they  never  Ihould  be 
divulge4  from  the  perfon  to  whom,  alone  he  con- 
ceived hlmfelf  apcountable  for  .the  part  he  aded  in 
that  ftatioQ.  Without  waiting  for  the  papers  he 
pipmifed  to  produce,  or  knowing  whether  the  inn 
celligence  they  fX)nveyed  was  imperfe£l  or  obfcur^ 
an  arbitrary  deniand  was  m^de  for*  the  minutise  of 
a  correfpondence  with  which  his  perfonal  feelings 
did  not  permit  him  to  comply.  To  laying  before 
the  board  Colonel  Champion's  oi]icial  difpatches^ 
he  had  no  objedipns,  Such  parts  of  their  corre^ 
Ipondence,  however,  as.  were  not  altogether  cor- 
4ii^l>  WtTittenMrith  the  freedom,  of  private  friends^ 
4|id.  in  a  ftile  different  from  that  u(bd  in  tranfa^ing 
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public  bufinefs,  he  deemed  it  equally  unneceffary 
fOid  iiTjproper  to  produce. 

This  diffent  was  proteJled  againft  by  the  majo- 
rity, who  finding,  in  confequence  of  the  Copipany*s 
(engagement  wijh  Sujah  Dowlah,  that  an  enter- 
prize  had  been  undertaken  in  direft  violation  of 
that  policy  which  they  knew  to  be  eftabliflied  by 
the  higheft  authority,  that  this  was  not  the  refult 
of  any  fpecific  treaty,  but  of  a  verbal  Skgreement 
only  between  the  Vizir  apd  the  Prefident,  and  that 
the  execution  of  it  had  carried  our  troops  to  fuch 
^  diftance  from  the  frontiers  of  Bengal,  and  fo 
confiderably  to  the  north  of  Delhi,  that  the  place 
of  their  encampment,  in  the  beginnipg  of  OQober, 
was  not  to  be  found  in  any  common  map  of  the 
country^  they  were  warranted  to  demand  the  fall 
poffeffion  of  every  document  which  had  any  refe- 
jrence  to  that  tranfaflion.  The  conneflion  of  the 
late  adminiftration  with  the  Company's  ally,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  lights  they  had  received,  was 
ftill  to  them  in  a  great  meafure  unintelligible.  All 
communications  made  by  the  refident  at  the  Dur- 
bar, and  the  commander  pf  the.  troops  ftill  in  the 
field,  to  the  Governor,  on  the  fubjeft  under  confi- 
deration^  were^  in  their  opinion,  eftentjal  tq  a  com- 
plete information  of  the  board-  They  grounded 
their  requifuion  on  the  exprefs  qrders  of  the  Com- 
pany. The  DireSors^  in  their  general  letter  of 
the  23d  March,  1770,  write  thus: — ^'  TheGovex- 
f*  nor,  fingly,  fliall  correfpond  with  the  country 
r*  poM'ers ;  but  all  letters,  before  they  fhall  be  by 
f^  him  fent,  muft  bic  pqnununipated  to  the  other 
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"  members  of  the  feleft  committee^  and  receive 
^  their  approbation ;  and  ajfo  all  letters  whatever^ 
^  which  may  be  received  in  anfwer  to,  or  in  the 
^  courTe  of  his  correfjpondence^  fhall  likewife  be 
"  laid  before  the  faid  fele£i  committee^  for  their 
^  information  and  confideration."  They  denied 
that  the  chief  of  any  council  had  a  right  to  carry" 
on  a  correfpondenee  with  the  minifters  or  officers 
of  government,  independent  of  that  council,  much 
)efs  to  refufe  a  communication  of  that  corre(pon«' 
dence,  when  requefted  by  them. 

The  recal  of  Mr.  Middleton  from '  the  Durbar 
was  the  confequence  of  thefe  debates.    Colonel' 
Champion  was  at  the  fame  time,  though  not  with- 
out confiderable  difcuffion,  inftruQed  to  fupply  his* 
place,  to  wait  upon  the  Vizir,  and  to  require  pay- 
ment of  his  arrears  to  the  Company,  in  virtue  of 
(he  aiBftance  afforded  him  againft  the  Rohillas, 
and  bis  other  engagements.  He  was  allowed  a  dif-< 
cretionary  power  to  relax  in  part  of  thefe  de- 
mands, in  cafe  it  might  appear  to  him  expedient,' 
and  to  accept  twenty  lacks,  after  fecuring  inftall- 
ments  for  the  remainder,  at  any  term,  tiot  exceed- 
ing twelve  months  for  the  laft.     His  removal  of 
the  troops  was  to  be  regulated  by  the  alternative 
of  the  Vizir's  compliance  or  refufal.     Meanwhile, 
advices  were  received,  that  the  war,  as  we  have 
before  related,  was  finifhed,  and,  in  confequence 
of  thefe,  (bme  alterations  took  place  in  the  Colo- 
nel's in(lni6Uons. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  reiterated  altercations, 
iffejrences  were  frequently  and  ff cely  made  to  the 
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QoKcnipihgcnvar^  treitjnent.  of  the  King  Sha^ 
Aiium.  Uh  detention  of  the  tribute,  as  well  as 
blK  ii^^oi^tipii  of  Cor^hVidAilahz^adj  wasoftener 
i})i4n.oDCe  pbttq^ii^ly  imputed  tQ.pdnciplcs\vhiph  he 
had  not.  avQw,e(i  For  the  nonrpaymeDt  of  the  fub? 
^y  be.  a^counts^  by  aliedging  what  advantage  h^ 
loight^havQ  derivMfrom.a.  coHufiye  acknowledge*^ 
mfffit  pf  the  triQajty^  The.  King.,  he  Ihrewdly  ijre- 
fum^h  would  h^vc  sillpwed  him  to  make  hi$  qwn 
tern>9^  and  tbwk^d,  him.for  the  remainder*.-  It 
was  certainly  in  his.powjer^  vpon  the  fuppofition  of 
in&  majefty's  me^nnefs  to  have  thus  preferred,  his 
gwii  ii>t$reft  to  that,  of  his  conftituents.  But  to 
waiT^nt  opprcffion  by  impotence,  or  to  argue  in 
fitvour  of  one-  fpecies  or  degree  of  injuftice,  from 
the  capacity,  of,  peqpetxatiog  another  or  greater,  is, 
i|cdw/i;iog  'a\\  claim?  of  right  to. explicit, prinqiplpsof 
tyrapoy^  ap^v  appcajing  direftly  frojn  every  mode 
of  equity  to  the  decifipn  of  force.  A  juiy  of  Eng- 
liuimen  would  hardly  a^cquit  the  man  conyifted  of 
robber)^,  for,  rafting  his  deffcnce  on  his  innocence 
of  murderv  On  the  fame  grounds,  hoii^tever,.  the 
Governor  boldjy  jujlifies  his  pecuniaiy  bsLr^Q 

*  The  Gp vemor-gpncral,  in  his  addrcfs  to  the  Court  of 
Direftors,  by  the  fhip  Anfon,  dated  March  25,  1 775,  avows 
this  curious  reafon^ng  in  thefe  terms :  <<  The  floppage  of  the* 
*f  King's  tribute  w^  an  a6);off  mine^  aQd'I:b«vcbeen  o&cn 
f*  repcoachod  with  it.  It  was  oertainly  in.  my.  power  to  have 
<'  GODiinu^d  the  paymest  of  it,  and  to  have  made  my  terms 
**  with  the  King,  for  any  part  of  it  which  I  might  have  cho- 
«*  fen  to  refcrvc  for  my  own  ufc ;  he  would  have  thanked  m^ 
•^  for  the  remainder.  7 
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^ish.  Sujah  Dowlali^ibr  t}ie  teipript^riespf  d^c  prip<:9 
wfaofe  tribute  he  had  alreaxiy  aJkotted.  <*  It  wa3 
**  DGt,  bjs  he,  the  want  o£.the  fiinniub,  oC  Sh^n^ 
«*  AUam^  which,  defeated  the  long  copce^ed  ^rp-. 
<*  je&s  of  the  Due  de  Choi^ul;.  dqt  will  the  poC- 
leffion  of  them  quicloea  the  defignjs  of  the  Ma* 
ratto$  againft  us.  The  fwoid  which  gave  U3  tbo^ 
dominion  o£  Bengal,,  ipufl;  be  the  inftniwenijt  CiC 
^  itsprefejcvation;  and  i£  it  £|[ialLeyer  qeafe.lo.l)e 
*'  oura^  which  God  fbrbidjt  the  next  propnetpc  will; 
^  dedve  hi&  right  aavd  poffeflipnr  ffpm.  th^  ifm^ 
•*  natural  charter/' 

The  mlitary  were  chiefly  employ ed>  in.  1774^, 
againft  various  petty  pmncipalitiesi  Ijituated  on  tfjie. 
frontiers  of  the  Bengal  provinces,,  and  who  had  hi-, 
tfaerto  acknowledged  no  dependence  on  any  of  tjbo^. 
neighbouring  ibvereignties^  In  fome  places,  tl^ 
Ra^s  or  great  men  wei;e  reduced  and  gave  haC% 
tages  as  pledges  of  their  future  obedience ;  ia  Qthecs 
the  peafants  were  every  where  driven  frjom  thei^ 
houfes,  the  villages  confumed^  and  the  crops  ut-i 
terly  dcftroyed.  Orders  being  iffued  from  the, 
council  of  Patna  for  a  battalion  of  th^  Company's^ 
to  feize  or^xpel  the  Rajah  Tuttah  Shaw«  Enfigo 
Scott,  who  CQfnmanded  the  party,  rigidly  accurate 
and  afliduous  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  purfued. 
the  unhappy  man  into  the  dominions  of  Oude^  and 
made  three  of  the  Vizir  s  fubje3s  prifoners  of  war^ 
Captain  Crawford,  under  a  fimilar  direction  from 
^e  chief  of  Burdwan,  entered  Patcoom  the  begin-i 
ning  of  December  the  lame  year,  with  fix  com- 
j^anies  of  fipoys^  took  the  capital,  levelled  it  with 
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the  ground,  and  to  make  the  poll  tenable,  cleared 
the  country.  The  natives,  in  a  paroxyfm  of  de-' 
Ipair,  affembled  to  defend  themfelves  and  families. 
He  came  up  with  them  in  a  few  days.  They  were 
cafily  and  effeftually  difperfed.  The  whole  that 
fiirvived,  man,  woman,  and  child;  took  immediate 
Ihelter  among  the  Irills,  and  left  the  diftrift  without 
an  inhabitant,  l" his  aftive  officer  coolly  avows,  in 
his  .difpatches,  that  he  endeavoured  to  low  diffen- 
fion  among  the  chiefs,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  &u- 
linefs  of  reduftion  or  extirpation.  Thefe  excefles 
originated  in  an  ambition  to  fubjugate  a  brave  and 
warlike  race  of  people,  who,  from  time  immerao- 
riai,  had  maintained  their  liberty  in  thefe  moun- 
tainous  and  woody  countries,  which  form  fo  great 
a  part  of  the  weftern'divifion  of  Bengal.  They  had 
f^t>  bthpr  mode  of  retaliating  the  injuries  they  re- 
ceived, than  by  fudden  excurfions  agaihft  thofe 
neighbouring  diftrifts  which  lay  moft  contiguous,' 
and  were  moft  dfefcncelefs.  They  were  confc- 
quently  profcribed  as  a  licentious  banditti,  and  pro- 
ceeded agatnft  by  every  means  which  the  laws  of 
war  would,  allow.  And  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
Bengal  government,  in  cafe  no  other  method 
would  bring  them  to  terms,  extirpation  was  deemed 
a  meafure  perfeflly  confiftent  mth  jvfiice  arid  Jimnd 
policy.  The  principles  which  have  been  imbibed 
and  praftifed  by  all  the  tyrants  and  ufurpers,  whofe' 
villainies  have  defolated  and  embroiled  the  world, 
as  jujiice  khA  found  policy^  have  been  flavery,  expul- 
fion,  flaughter,  or  extermination.  On  thefe  def- 
potifm,  in  every  corner  of  the  globe,  ftill  raifes  her 
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.  eftablifiiments,  and  ambition  her  trpphies.  It  ever 
has  been  the  rage  of  the  multitude  to  be  led,  which 
is  the  fertile  origin,  of  all  that  powei?  by  which  in  alt 
ages  they  have  gained  folittk  al^.fuffered  fo  much. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  177^4  Sujah  ul 
Dowlah,  Vizir  of  Oude,  whofe  health  had  for 
feme  time  been  on  the  decline^  breathed  his  laft. 
His  fon  Miza  Ammany,  otherwife  called  Afoph  ul 
Dawbh,  fucceeded  him  in  the  fubadary.  He  did 
not  pofiefs  the  talents  6f  his  fat her»  whofe  ftrength 
both  of  body  and  mind^  was  hardly  equalled 
among  his  countrymen.  This  powerful  ally  of  the 
Company  had  all  at  once  been  cojiverted  from  a 
man  of  pleafurc  to  no  inconfiderable  adept  both  \tt 

.bufinefs  and  war.  His  fortunes  were  long,  various^ 
and  equivocal.     He  foon  hit  upon  the  policy  of 

.  attaching  himfelf  to  the  Engjifh .  Their  enterprize 
and  a&ivity  fuited  the  volatility  of  his  tafte  and  his 
genius.  His  exterior  and  addrefs  were  plaufible, 
{jpecious^  and  infinuating;  but  the  prevailing  ha- 
bits of  his'  mind  were  bloody^  treacherous,  daf- 
tardly,  and  vincKSive.  And  the  fcveral  treaties 
between  hifti  and  the  Company's  fervants,  are  a 
proof  tha)^  however  inferior  to  them  in  the  field,  he 
had  greatly  the  advantage  in  almoft  every  negoci^ 

.  ation.  Several  alterations  took  place  in  the  Com^ 
pany  s  cofine£lion  with  the  young  Nabob.  The 
fupreme  council  determined  that  the  fpecific  con- 
ditions of  their  former  alliance  with  the  Vizir  ex- 
pired  with  him,  and  that  it. was  their  duty  to  derive 
as  much  advantage  as  poflible  from  a  renewal  of 
their  friendihip  to  his  fon^     Mr.  BriftoWr  who  had 


iuecetded  Mr.  Hf  iddleton  in  &vt  r^fidency  of  Fisy^ 
abddy  fet  om  in  the  beginmng  of  February,  1775, 
(and  m  a  few  mtmths  -agreed  vith  the  iNabob  to 
guarantee  to  him  the  ptwinctsof  Corah  and  Alla- 
habad ;  that  the  ftipukted  fubGdy  for  the  fervice 
'of  the  brigade  flioukl  be  increafed ;  and  that  the 
Company  (hould  be  invefted  <with  the  fovereignty 
and  ^fieffidn  df  the  diftrifis  undctr  Cheit  Sing  in 
perj^etuity.  'thtm^jdrky  aflumed  great  merit  from 
the  very  fubftantial  benefits  which  it  conferred  on 
the  Company.  Nor  yoold  it  have  tarnifhed  die 
luftre  of  their  teign,  had  this  been  the  only  in* 
ftance  in  which  ^^ven  they  could  facrifice  the  clahns 
of  efiential  jitfiice  to  the  rapacity  of  their  conftitu* 
ents.  The  Gw^tnor-gentiral's  only  objefkion  was, 
that  lie  theyught  it  never  coald  be  thoroughly  real* 
i2ed.  It  Was  ftiUy  debated  at  the  boatd,  but  uki« 
mately  carried. 

Thefe  difleiirions,  which  ii^dfepAmtely  tranfpired 
before  the  arrivial  dP  any  regular  dtfpatches  in  Eng* 
land^  very  much  kiflamed  the  friends  and  abettors 
of  the  feveral  individuals  irtterefted  in  the  iflue  df 
the  conteft.  The  Direftdrs  akrmefd  &r  the  confe* 
quences  of  fach  violent  proceedings,  laid  the  whole 
fubje6b  in  reference  forthwith  before  the  proprie- 
tary. Various  courts  were  held,  and  much  fub* 
tilty  and  tnamruvring  -difplayed  on  both  fides. 
The  objeft  was  no  longer  the  good  of  the  Company 
or  community  at  large,  but  which  of  die  pardea 
fhould  prove  viftorious.  The  feiife  of  the  mAkAc 
may  be  coHefted  from  the  Dire&ors  general  letter^ 
dated  the  1 5th  of  December,  in  which  they  con- 
demn 
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demn  the  principles  of  the  RohiKa  watr,  tttA  jufttfy 
the  recal  of  Mr.  Middleton,  as  dinktisficd  ^idi  tte 
policy  in  the  one  cafe,  and  m  the  other,  giving  u 
as  their  oprnion  tliat  *the  board  were  ftiHy  emidcd 
to  a  deliberate  perafal  of  all  the  Teftdent*£  liters. 

The  difcord  *which  prevailed  in  i!he  &tpttisic 
coancil  -was  foon  communicated  lo  the  natives^    It 
was  a  fpecies  of  hnelligence  ^'hich  iacilicated  its 
OWB  propagation,  hy  the  eager  ctiriofity  which  k 
every  where  excited.     The  hoafes  of  *<he  indivi- 
duals who  compofed  the  mctjority,  -were  faddcnly 
furrounded  with  complainants,   who  impoituncil 
them,  by  an  iticcflknt  repetition  of  thcirgrievitotta^ 
for  Tedireft.    inftances  of  opprdBorr  in  the  former 
mdminiftratton  w^e  every  day  exhibited,  and  even 
among  thkt  timid  ^nd  diffident  peop^,  thefe  wene 
not  wanting  who  had  the  refolution  to  bring  perio- 
ral accufations  agaihft  fome  of  the  firft  officers  of 
ftate.     The  black  merchants  in  Dacca  charged 
Mr.  Richard  Barwdl  with  a  feries  of  baiimrities 
whichcven  ffiock  himfianity  in  the  recital.    They 
aflert,  that  he  extorted  a  confiderable  Itim  frota. 
them  by  meiikces,  by  confining  them  in  the  ftocks, 
by  imprifonment,  aiid  by  ftarving  them  under  a 
military  guard,  into  his  own  ttrms.    Thfe  ignomi- 
nious puTiifhment  of  the  ftocks  was  hifli&ed  on  them, 
when  the  weather  was  exceedingly  bad,  and  the 
rains  inftifferably  heavy,  and  in  a  plaio  where^ 
liaving  no  covering  lo  their  heads,  or  any  part  of 
iheir  body,  and  nothing  tmdemeath  ihem  bat  Ac 
bare  earth,  they  were  equally  expofed  to  the  inde- 
meucy  of  the  iky,  -  and  the  dampnefs  of  a  fpot 
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fwinmiing  in  water.  To  heighten,  the  cruelty  of 
.  their  fituation^  they  were  not  unfrequently  treated 
in  this  manner  in  the  rhiddle  of  the  day,  ^hen  thcf 
fcorching  heat  of  a  vertical  fun  is  moft  intderable. 
The  objeSs  of  his  implacable  feverity  were  not 
.youngs  nor  accuftomed  to  (uch  hardfhips  as  are 
incident  to  a  low  or  laborious  life,  but  men  of  a 
reputable  profeflion,  men  aged  and  infirm,  and  jnenf 
who  had  fervcd  the  Company,  without  cenfure  of 
complaint,  for  thirty  years. 

The  retrofpeQion  of  the  majority  was  carried 
Iviih  accuracy  and  perfeverance  into  every  depart- 
roient  of  ftate,  and  extended  to  all  the  various  ob- 
je£b  and  fundions  of  adminift ration.  It  was  none 
of  the  lead  accufations  againfl  Mr.  Hailing^,  that 
he  had  annihilated  the  landed  property  throughout 
.  the  kingdom  6f  fiengal.  v<rhe  ancient  Zemindarsy 
who  had  enjoyed  their  eftates  without  moleflation^ 
•by  inheritance  from  father  to  fon,  for  many  gene- 
rations, were  difinherited.  Their  poflefiions  had 
been  literally  expofed  to  fale,  and  configned  to 
Ihofe  who.offe/ed  thfe  higheft  terms.  This  fyftem 
was  condemned,  as  peculiarly  hard  and  oppreffive. 
Thcgteateft  men  in  the  country  were  confequenttjl 
under  the  hard  neccflity  of  contending  for  their 
lands,  againft  a  combination  of  ufiirers  and  pecu- 
lators, or  in  lieu  of  their  extenfive  dominions,  W 
content  themfelves  with  their  houfc,  and  fuch  a 
penfion  as  the  ftate  thought  proper  to  aflign.  No 
meafure  could  more  effeftually  alienate  the  minds 
of  the  natives,  or  deftroy  their  confidence  in  go* 
V^tnfnent.     The  landed  proprietory* were  at  one 
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Aroke  deprived  of  all  influence.    Their  power  and 
their  zemindaries  were  loft  together*     The  menial 
fervants  of  the  £ngli(h^  xahofe  faJthtn  ihey  vnmld  not 
havtfst  with  the  dqgs  of  ih^rflod^  as  an  indignant 
Chief  cXprefies  it,  entered  iato  theif  patrimonial 
laod^.     CaMdaBaboo^  tb€f  banian  or  native  ftew- 
ard  and  manager  t6  Mr.  liaftings^  held  two  con- 
ftra^  in  bis  own  name,  and  that  of  his  fon,  for 
c<mfiderabjy  mbre  than  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoii- 
land  pounds  per  annum.    Whh  the  faiiie  fufpicious 
appearance,  the  fame  favoiirite  of  power  occupied 
famro  which  paid  annually  to  the  landed  revenue 
nearly  an  equal  fum.     The  whole  zemindary  of 
-Baharbund  was  granted  U>  the  fon  of  this  man> 
a  boy  riot  more  than  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age, 
though  mentiAtied  by  fbe  Govefnor-general  as  a 
man  of  credit  and  property .;y  Indeed  the  majority 
avowed  it^  as  their  folcmn  and  formal  opinion,  that 
there  was  no  fpecies  of  peculation  from  which  the 
Uta  adminift ration  had  thoOght  proper  to  abftain. 
They  even  thought  the  proofs  of  the  Governor- 
general  s  appropriating  four  paft^  in  feven  of  the 
£dary  with  which  the  Company  was  charged  for  the 
Phoufdar  o^  Commanded  of  Hughly,  were  fuch  as,' 
whether  fufficient  to  eonvift  him  in  a  court  of  jirf- 
tice,  did  not  leave  a  doubt  concerning  hisr  crimi-- 
nality  in  the  mind  of  any  unprejudiced  peribn. 
The  lalary  was  feventy-two  thoufand  rupees,  and 
they  afierted  that  Mr.  Haftings  ihared  one  hal^ 
and  that  the  late  Phoufdar  was  turned  out  of  office 
iBerely  becaufe  his  teisns  were  jiot  fo  favourable. 

R  la 
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In  this  maimer  the  Governor-general,  not¥Fit&« 
ftahding  that  integrity  of  intenfion,  and  purity  of 
charadcr, ,  to  which  he  has  always  been  fo  much  iiif 
the  habit  of  appealing,  was  formally  accufed  of  the 
groifeft  venality  arid  corruption.  Inftances  were 
produced,  in  which  individuals  of  eoififtderable  Na- 
tion and  refpeflability,  came  forward  in  fupport  oi 
the  charge.  The  Ranny  of  Burdwan  impeached 
her  duan,  or  treafurer,  with  lavifhing  immenfe 
fums  on  fome  of  the  Company's  fcrvants,  hi  con- 
fideratio'n  of  his  appointment  to  that  high  and  lu« 
tfative  fituation.  When  this  affahr  came  before 
the  Board,  and  a  motion  wa^  made  for  going  into 
a  ferious  difcufiion  of  the  fa6t,-  the  Governor-gene- 
fal,  inftead  of  daring  his  accufefs  to  the  proof,  oT 
confiding  in  that  innocence  which  he  loudly  aflert- 
ed,  availed  himfelf  of  his  privilege,  and  would  no< 
fubmit  to  be  confronted  in  a  court  where  he  was 
himfelf  the  prefident ;  but  retired  in  difguft^  with 
his  friend  Mr,  Barwell.  The  majorily,  however, 
who  thought  it  thehr  duty,  were  willing  to  come  at 
the  truth;  and  the  Ranny.'s  agent  produced  ac- 
counts of  fifteen  thoufand  rupees  given  to  Mr*  Hat- 
tings,  and  nine  thoufand  to  other  M embeiTS  of  the 
Prefidency.  Bridjod  Kifhore,  who  had  purcbafed 
his  preferment  by  thefe  pecuniary  prefents,  ob*- 
jed:ed  to  the  authenticity  of  the  documents^  thus 
exhibited  in  proof  of  the  peculation ;  but  his  fecre- 
tary  fwore  pofitively  that  the  ftatement,  correQIy 
as  it  ftood,  was  made  acccnrding  to  ihe  treafurer's 
exprefs  order,  and  that  he  had  reprefented  th« 
tranfadion  precifely  and  literally  as  it  happened* 

The 
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'   The  unfortunate  Nuncomar^  whofe  melancholy 
(sxit  can  never  be  forgotten  by  his  coutitrymeni 
had  the  temerity  us  produce  fome  heavy  charges 
of  this  kind  againft  Mr.  Haftings^  and  even  10  ap-* 
pear  in  perfon^  for  the  puipofe  of  fubftantiating  his 
allegations.     When  the  Rajah>  however^  prefTed  to 
be  heard,  and  to  eilablifh  the  fads  he  had  ftated^ 
by  inconteftable  evidence,  the  Governor-general^ 
who  deemed  the  dignity  of  his  fituation  paramount 
to  every  confideration  on  earth,  fuddenly  diOblved 
the  Council,  and  leaving  it,  in  concert  with  Mr^ 
Barwell,  protefted  aigainft  whatever  ineafures  thd 
majority  fliould  adopt  in  his  abfence.    But  they 
perfiftedi  notwithftanding  this  hardinefs  and  perti-i 
nacity  in  the  exercife  of  a  prerogative  ftilt  tmde- 
cided,  to  difcharge  thofe  obligations  to.  the  public 
and  to  juflice,  which  they  coniidered,  with  equal 
fteadinels,  as  indifpenfible.     Nuncomar  was  accor-> 
dingly  called  in,   and  very  clofely  interrogated* 
He  ftated  with  accuracy,  firmnefs,  and  limplicity^ 
the  feveral  fums  which  he  had  himfelf  pud  the? 
Governor-general,  and  mentioned  the  naimes  of 
fuch  individuals  as  had  been  privy  to  the  tranfac-* 
tion.     He  delivered,  at  the  lame  time^  a  letter  ad^ 
dreffed  |o  himfelf,  under  the  feat  and  fignature  of 
Munny  Begum^  in  which  fhe  declared  that  the 
Governor-general  had  alfo  recei veld  from  her  a  pe* 
cumary  douceur    of   confiderable  value.      The 
vouchers  he  produced  in  confirmation  of  thefe  ^x^ 
traordinary  fiegociations,  appeared  to  the  Mem* 
1>ers  of  Council  perfectly  authentic  and  fatisfac^ 
tory. 
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'  Nuncomar  was  in  the  mean  time  ati  objeft  of 
itracfainations  Uttle  fu(pe3:ed  either  by  bim  or  his 
ftiends.  It  Teems  to  have  been  determined,  that  hts 
zesd  in  profeculing  Mr.  Haftkigs  (hould^  in  one 
fliape  Or  other^  be  amply  and  fpeedily  retaliated* 
While  this  matter  pended  before  the  Council  Boards 
tkc  Rajah  was  adually  tried  for  a  confpiracy  againA 
Mr.  Haftings^  in.concertwith  Jofeph  Fowke,  Fran- 
cis Fowke^  and  Roy  Rada  Churn  ♦.     The  jufy, 

*  Many  ate  the  inlUnces  which  mi^ht  be  fpecified  tor 

{rove  how  cruelly  the  exquifite  fenfibility  of  the  native 
ndians  are  fportea  with  by  our  countrymen.  The  tragical 
ftory  of  CoDHtiaul  O  Deen  will  never  be  forgotten  in  In^ 
dia,  and  the  diflionour  it  reilefis  on  our  polkics^  will  laA 
as  long  as  it  is  remembered.  This  nfian,  by  tlie  imrmies 
of  i^arty,  while  the  altercation  between  a  majority  oi  tBe^ 
Council  and  the  Governor-general  was  carried  on  with 
very  little  temper  or  decency  on  either  fide,  was  inveigled 
to  rive  evidence  againft  Jofeph  Fowke,  Francis  Fowke, 
MwL  Rajah  Nuncomar,  and  Roy  Rada  Chnmy  on  a 
chaifge  of  confpiracy  againft  Warren  HaAIngs,  £fq.  His 
evidence  was  fo  confuled  and  conirddiftory,  tfiat  the  vcr» 
Ai&  was  given  in  favour  of  the  defeudantS;  Commaul 
O  Deen  being  deep  in  arrears  to  government,  thefe  perfons 
had  intereft  enough,  as  it  would  leem,  to  inftigate  the  pfii- 
cers  in  the  revenue  department  againft  bihi.  He  was  cpn- 
fequently  impiifoned ;  but  the  Supreme  Court  efpoufing 
his  caufe,  he  was  immediately  releafed  by  Habeas  Corpus* 
The  very  next  day  he  was  again  imprifoned,  and  again  re* 
leafed  in  the  fame  manner.  He  then  fent  to  ^gnly  fcr . 
his  fon,  to  fupcrintend  his  affairs,  during  traitfaraons- 
which  fo  unavoidably  engrofled  and  dtftra3ed  his  attemipii; 
In  coming  up  the  river  to  Calcuttia,  the  youth  was  unfor- 
tunately drowned.  This  unexpefied  difaiter,  co-operating 
with  his  other  embarraflments  and  fufferings,  iuddenir 
pverwhelmed  him  with  defpair.  He  then  became  anobjeft 
of  pity  and  commiferation  to  all  his  friends  and  former  ac- 
quaintance. And  it  was  not  long  before  be  abfctonded^ 
mi  has  never  been  heard  of  lince» 

however. 
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however^  pronounced  him  not  guilty ;  but  an  aecu^ 
fydon,  more  feriou^  and  interefting,  t^^as  prepared 
and  kept  in  referve  againft  the  unhappy  Chief.  H^ 
was  foon  after  charged  with  having  effefied  a  fop- 
•gery^  dated  feveral  years  before.    For  this  crime 
he  was  capitally  indifted,  tried  before  the  Suprem/I^ 
Cottft,  condemned  by  ^n  ex  po/l/a3d  ftatute^  and 
lianged,  though  the  offence  of  which  he  was  ar- 
-f  aigned  i^as  not  capital^  by  thelaswn  of  the  cpuatty 
in  which  if,  was  committed.    The  multitudes  of 
pec^iie  who  witnefled  the  execution  were  prodi* 
^ou5^  and  they  viewed  the  fpe£lacle  before  them 
with  vil^ble  exprefllons  of  horror  md  confterm^ 
ti<Hi«      Europeans  had  not  heretofoiis  menaced 
the  inhabitants  with  fuch  an  awful  fight,  in  the 
'pacific  provinces  of  Bengal*.    The  privileges  of 
Bramins  are  deemed,  in  every  p&^rt  of  India,  tn^ 
violable.    They  commute  capital  puniihment,  and 
are  exempted,  by  what  may  be  called  the  common 
4awofthe  country,  from  every  fpecies  of  perfonal 
outrage.     Nuncomar  was  at  the  head  of  this  facred 
eaft,  whom  the  Hindoos  it^gard  every  where  with 
an  idolatrous  veneration*     Mis  ignominious  deadi 
was  confequendy  much  more  fhocking  in  India, 
than  if  a  nobleman  of  the  higheft  diftindion,  ^ 
prinee  of  the  blood,  or  even  a  crowned  head>  were 
in  any  European  ftate  fentenced  to  fuffier  by  the 
iiands  of  the  common  hangman.     All  the  natives 
prefent,  amounting  to  many  thoiifands^  difperfed 
as  by  common  figna],  the  moment  he  ¥ra«  turned 
off,  with  unufual  precipitaticMi,  countenances  dif- 
torted  by  delpair^  and  their  inouth3  filled  with  ex- 
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clamations  of  the  mod  extreme  agony  and  horror  f 
They  departed  fo  inftantly  and  entirely  from  thii 
faul  fpot^  that  the  Rajah  had  not  yet  expired  when 
no  body  was  feen  about  the  gallows,  but  the  fheriff 
and  his  attendant^,  and  a  few  European  fpec- 
tators ! 

Circumftances  were  implicated  in  this  traniacr 
tion,  which  roufed  and  interefted  the  feelings  and 
attention  of  all  confiderate  perfons  in  both  coua- 
tries;  A  man  of  illnftrious  rank  and  diftinQion, 
iuffering  death  for  a  cripne  not  capital  by  the  laws 
under  which  he  lived,  and  punifhed  in  this  manner^ 
only  in  confequ^nce  of  a  foreign  and  pofterior  in* 
Aitution ;  the  commencement  of  the  profecution  at 
{he  critical  moment  when  Nuncomar  ftood  forward 
jto  conviQ  the  Governor-general  of  the  moft  aban- 
doned proftitution  of  the  authority  under  which  he 
filled  thp  higheft  iituation  in  the  patronage  of  the 
Company ;  (he  extreme .  qnrcjenting  rigour  with 
which  the  procefs  w^s  carried  op,  in  direB  vio- 
lation of  all  thofe  regards  and  decencies  which  the 
remoteft  antiquity,  and  univerfal  ufage,  had  ren- 
dered facre^ ;  the  virulent  eagernefs  of  JMr.  Haf- 
tings,  and  bis  p^rtizans,  to  expofe,  to  blacken,  to 
criminate,  and  pven  to  execrate  and  vilify  the  cha- 
raAer  of  an  individual,  thushaplefs  and  deg^ded; 
and  the  grofs  ptofuiion  of  foul  intemperate  laii«- 
guage  lyhicli  ftamp$  every  apology  which  has  yet 
been  offered  for  thefe  proceedings,  are  premifes  on 
which  few  competent  and  impartial  judges  would 
be  apt  to  conclude,  that  in  this  political  trial  n9 
fp^cies  pf  fympathy  fub(ifted  between  the  Govemorr 

.  '  general 
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gjcneral  and  the  Si^reme  Court*.     Juftice^   t)ie 
liable  fecurity  of  property  and  life^  when  impar- 
tially 

• 

*  In  a  minute  of  the  Majority,  whilft  this  important 
fcaufe  was  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court,  dated  the 
11th  of  April,  17^^,  it  is  accounted  for  in  ^e  manner 
foUowinf : 

••  M^$!^  Rajah  Nuncom^r,  whom  the  Governor  calls 
**  mi/crami^  we  found  had  been,  but  a  very  little  time  be- 
**  fore,  hk  bpfoni  frii^d,  confulted  on  all  occaGons,  and 
••  fagpprted  by  him  againft  the  united  froie/i  of  Meflrs. 
Graham,  Lawrel,  and  pacres,  who  were  clofelyconnefi- 
cd  with  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  although  the  Governor 
knew  him  to  have  been,  as  he  now  fays,  guilty  of  a  for«- 
geiy..   '\ye  have  reafon  to  fufpe£lthat  the  intention  was 
to  make  htm  Banyan  to  General  Claveqng,  to  liHTOund 
**  the  General  and  us  with  the  Governor's  cfeatures,  and 
*'  to  keep  us  tota%  unacquainted  with  the  real  fiate  of  the 
"  government.    By  this  and  Other  ilimfy  devices,  fo  con- 
•*  lonant  to  thje  principles  of  Afiatic  policy,  in  which  the  ' 
"  Covemor-generaJ  has  beep  fo  long  exercifed,  he  pro- 
^  oad>ly  flattered  himfelf,  that  mpn  unpraQifed  in  fuch  arts, 
*•  might  be  perplexed   and   circumvented^     Nuncomar, ' 
**  finding  himf^li  deceived  or  difappointed  by  the  Gover- 
**  nor-general,  foon  made  ufe  of  the  means  which  his  inti* 
macy  wi^h  the  Governor  had  put  in  his  power,  to  gratify ' 
his  refentment.     Whatever  might  have  been  his  mo- 
tives, his  difcov^ries  have  thrown  a  clear  Ijght  upon  the 
Honourable  Governor-general's  condu3,  and  th^  means 
he  had  taken  of  makipg  the  very  large  fortune  be  is  faid 
topofliefe,  of  umyards  of  forty  lacks  of  rupees,  ivhiphhe 
*'  muft  have  amanibd  in  about  two  y/rars  ana  9  hajf.'? 

The  Governor's  anfwer  to  the  proteft  mentioned  in  the; 
preceding  minute,  is  defigned,  £xtr/id  of  ike  Proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  Circuit  at  Cojfimbuzar,  dated  the  2BtA 
of  July^  ^77^*  The  difpute  originated  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  NuBcomar'9  fon  to  the  office  of  Dew^an  of  the ' 
houfehold,  and  manager  of  the  Nabob's  finances.  Mefirf  • 
Dacres,  ijiwrel,  and  Graham,  obje£lcd  to  this  nomination* 
})ecaufe  they  confidered  it  in  eflFejQ  the  appointment  of 
Nuncomar,  whofe  political  condu£);  they  criminated  by  a 
freat  variety  of  e\'idcncc.    The  Gpvemor  vindicates  his  * 
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tially  adminiftered^  was  in  thii  inftance  ednvoFlH 
into  a  dafhirdly  engine  of  tyranoy .  In  the  riot  df 
pnbridled  ambition,  the  bei^  founded  claims  of  the 
innocent  and  obnoxious,  become  feeble  and  unavail- 
ing. The  feelings  of  the  natives  were  wantonly  and. 
incurably  wounded,  by  the  fufferings  of  Nuncooiar. 
It  was  an  infult  to  the  cuftoms,  the  law^,  the  re- 
ligion of  all  the  Gentoo  nations.  The  £i£t  on- 
which  a  criminal  procefs  was  founded  againft  him, 
)iad  then,  and  for  fome  time  before^  been  under 

arrangement  by  a  minute  of  fome  lenffth,  in  which  are 
thofe  remarkable  words.—**  He  [Mr.  j3aftinfls]  thinks  it 
but  juftice  to  make  a  difiindion  between  tne  violation 
of  a  truft,  and  an  offence  committed  ajjainft  ourgoverpr 
ment,  by  a  mai^  who  owed  it  no  allegiance,  nor  was  m- 
debted  for  protedion ;  but,  on  the  oonirary,  was  the  ac-- 
tual  fervant  and  minifier  of  a  mafter  wbofe  iivtev^H  na- 
turally fuggefted  that  kind  of  policy  which  foUght,  by 
foreign  aid^,  and  the  diminution  of  the  power  of  the 
Company,  to  raifc  his  own  confequence,  and  re^eftabHft 

*  his  authority.  He  has  never  been  charged  with  any  in- 
'  fidelity  to  the  Nabob,  Meer  JaSier,  the  con (lant  tenor 

*  of  whofc  politics,  from  his  firft  acceflion  to  the  nizamut 
'  till  his  death,  cocrefpond  in  all  points  fo  exaflly  with  the 
'  artifices  which  were  dete£led  in  his  minifier,  that  they 

*  may  be  as  fairly  afcribed  to  the  one  9$  to  the  other ;  their 
'  immediate  pbjefb  was,  beyond  queflion,  the  aggrandife- 
'  ment  of  the  former,  though  the  latter  had  ultimately  an 

*  equal  interefi  in  their  fucceft.     The  opinion  which  tlie 

*  Nabob  himfelf  entertained  of  tlie  fcrvices,  and  of  th^ 
'  fidelity  of  Nuncomar,  evidently  appeared,  m  the  diftin- 
'  guifhed  marks  which  He  continued  to  (hew  him  of  his 
'  favour  apd  confidence  to  the  lateft  hour  of  his  life.  Hi$ 
'  condu£l  in  the  fucceeding  adminifbraiion  appears  not 
'  only  to  have  been  didatea  by  the  fame  principles ;  but 
'  if  we  may  be  allQwetl  to  fpeak  faypurably  of  any  mea- 

*  furcs  which  oppofe  the  views  of  our  own  government. 
'  and  aimed  at  the  (iippori  of  an  adverfe  intereft,  fuccly  i^ 

V  was  not  only  noi  culpable,  but  even  prai/i-worlhy** 

legal 
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legal  inveftigatioa  in  a  civil  fuit,  the  ievent  of 
94uch  could  Okitf  be  decided  b^  the  audiendcity 
of  the  deed  which  he  nu  charged  with  having 
fergcd.    In  a  cafe  fe  perfe£Uy  new  and  extraordi* 
nary,  why  was  not  the  execution  of  the  fentencc 
fofpended  until  bis  Majefly*s  pleafiire  could  be 
known.    Bot  die  Rajah  waa  thus  denied  a  relpite^ 
an  the  very  inftant  of  arreft  under  the  protedion 
of  the  board,  in  the  midft  of  his-  evidence  againft 
the  Governor-General^  on  a  chaise  of  betraying  the 
CXNifidence  of  his  employers,  in  taking  money  from 
the  Company'sdependents.  Combining  all  thefe  cir^ 
pimfiances  together,  it  will  be  difficult  to  confider 
the  trial  and  fate  of  Nuncomar  in  any  other  light 
than  a  political  meafure,  tending  to  deter  the  na- 
tives from  accuiing,  or  even  giving  evidence  of 
corrupt  pradices  againft  any  Britilh  fubjefl  in  a  fi. 
tuation  of  truft  and  influence.     A  managetnent 
(bus  faoftile  to  the  (afety  of  individuals,  contributed 
in  a  great  meafure  to  render  that  timid  and  pa- 
tient people  rather  referved  and  diflembling,  than 
difpofed  publickly  to  complain  of  abufe,  or  openly 
to  refent  injuries,  not  prompt  to  difcover  fraud, 
extortion,  or  peculation,  but  fl^y  to  take  refuge 
from  oppreflion  in  the  obliquities  of  intrigue,  or 
the  infignifieance  of  vaflalage.    And  fuch  were  the 
beginnings  of  that  dark,  infidious  fyftem  of  dupli- 
city,  concealment,   inconfiftency,  temerity,   and 
breach  of  faith,  which  was  deftined  foon  to  colour 
and  pervert  all  the  departments  of  our  Indian  go- 
vernment, to  invelop  in  impenetrable  myftcry  the 
moft  important  and  interefting  tranfadions  which 
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afterwards  took  place  between  the  Company's  ferr 
vants  and  the  country  powers,  and  to  involve  u$ 
in  a  feries  of  embarrafTments  from  which  only  fuch 
a  combination  of  contingencies  as  could  neither  be 
forefecn  nor  expefted  could  deliver. 

Thefe  various  and  complicated  tranfadions  ap- 
peared, in  the  reports  aind  accounts  of  them  which 
reached  £ngland^  in  a  ihape  perfe6Uy  myflerious 
and  unintelligible.  All  the  influence  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Govemor-General,  however,  could 
not  at  that  time  reconcile  the  charaderiftic  ho- 
nefty  of  his  countrymen  to  the  numerous  intrigues 
of  which  he  flood  accufed.  The  inflexible  and 
ftu^dy  probity  of  a  Claveringand  his  colleagues  in 
oppofitipn,  commanded  fuch  a  confidence  and  re* 
fpeB,  as  could  only  be  diminifbed  or  loft  by  azi 
aJmoft  total  extin6Uon  of  public  virtue.  Mr.  Haf- . 
tings's  fituation  was  now  become  defpcrate.  Hi^ 
projefts  were  not  only  fupprefTed,  and  his  prero-  • 
gatives  circumfcribed  by  a  flubborn  majority,^  but 
the  odium  raifed  againft  him  by  the  natives,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  fevcrities,  was  become  perfonally 
d^fgufling.  In  proportion  as  the  dread  of  his  power 
abated,  he  was  treated  with  lefs  diftin£lion  and  re* 
fpe6t.  His  official  eluty  was  rendered  irkfome  from 
the  fyftematic  animadverfion  to  which  all  his  a£tion« 
were  inevitably  fubjefted,  and  his  private  hours 
were  cxhaufted  in  digefting  the  materials  of  his 
public  defence.  It  was  in  thefe  circumfbances  that 
he  conceived  and  executed  an  experiment  in  the 
fcience  of  politics,  which  is  not  furpafied  ^by  the 
inofl  celebrated  eccentricities  in  Machiavel,  anc^ 
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which  leaves  all  the  verfadlities  even  of  our.  mo* 
4ern  ftatefmen  at  the  greateft  diftance.  It  is  for- 
tuoate  where  a  peribn  fucceeds  to  a  fituation  of  ex« 
teafive  authorityj  when  the  pofture  of  affidrs  under 
his  management  correfponds  with  his  talents  and 
principles ;  but  few  are  the  charaders  who  can 
uniformly  accommodate  tbcmfelves  to  the  conftant 
vidflitudes  or  mutations  fo  incident  to  every  ftate 
^nd  modification  of  human  life. 

The  delinquencies  attributed  to  Mr.  Haftings's 
oflBcial  conduct  had  drawn  upon  him  the  cenfure 
of  the  Court  of  Diredors.    This  fentence  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the 
Proprietors.     It  had. even  been,  refolved  to  pre^ 
pare  an  application  for  Mn  Haftings's  difmiffion. 
Another  general  court  was  however  called  on  this 
proceeding,  and  he  was  openly  fupported  by  a  con- 
fiderable  majority,  who  profeffed  to  entertain  a 
good  qpinion  of  his  abilities  and  re£litude  of  in-* 
tention,  notwithftanding  the  cenfure  pafied  upon 
him.     They  feemed  difpofed  to  acquiefce  in  what^ 
had  been  done,  without  being  folicitous  topufli  the 
matter  farther.     The  offences  fpecified  were  of  a 
'  very  (erious  nature,  and  but  recently  condemned. 
They  did  not,  therefore,  think  impolitic  or  decent 
to  attack  direfUy  the  refolution  of  the  Diredors, 
for  applying  to  hisMajefty,  but  were  content  with 
limply  voting  in  the  ballot,  *^  That  it  fhould  be  re- 
*<  confidered."    The  cpnfequence  was,  that  the 
bu^neis  remained  in  fu^ence  for  fome  months. 

i^bour thi^  txrtit  Mr.  Lauchlin  Macleane  was  de- 
legated from  India  to  £ngland»  99  the  agent  both 

of 


of  the  Na^b  of  Arcot  and  of  Nfr..  Haftings.    Oif 
(he  i^hof  0€M>er)  ^77^  the  Governor-General^ 
by  die  agency  of  this  gemlenMn,  fignified  to  cbe 
Comx  of  Direflors  his  defire  to  yefign  bis  cttce, 
fsad  reqaefied  their  nomiAation  of  a  foccelibr  to  t4ie 
vacancy  which  wovdid  by  that  means  beoccafioned  in 
dae  fupiseme  coantil.    To  a  nequifitioa  tiius  ferioos, 
impoTUMt,  aisd  unexpeBed,  the  Divedors  hefitated^ 
until  they  knew  by  what  authority  Mr.  MacAeane 
^Bed  i>  decifive  ^  part.     He  all^^^d,  faoweyeri 
that  the  credenda^s  with  which  he  was  i&urufted, 
by  the  pa|)ers  in  bis  cuftody  being  mixed  with  other 
matters  of  a  nature  extremely  canfijdential,  could 
ntDt  be  produced  in  open  coqrt^  but  be*  was  ready 
ID  fubmit  them  to  the  infpeftion  of  any  three  c^ 
their  members  they  might  think  eligible  for  that 
purpofe.     A  fele^  con^mittee  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed, to  examine  the  aathenticity  and  validity 
0f  2L  proportion  thus  repugnant  to  the  wheb^  tenov 
of  Mr.  Haftings's  official  condud:.    The  gentlemen 
empowered  for  (his  purpofe  were,  the  Chairman^ 
Depoty  Chairman,  and  Richard  fieecber,  Efquire; 
•who  found  from  the  purpoit  of  Mr*.  Haftings's  in- 
ilra£tions,    contained  in  a  writing  given  to  Mr. 
Madeane,  and  produced  by  him  to  them,  Mr. 
Haftings  declared  be  would  not  continue  in  the 
government  of  Bengal,  unlefs  certain  conditions 
therein  fpecified  could  be  obtained,  of  which  they 
&w  no  probability.    This  report  was  authenticated 
at  the  fame  time  by  Mr.  George  Vanfitttirt,  who 
had    been  prcfent  when  thefe   inftrudions  were 
^vpp  to  Mr.  Macleane;.  and  Mr.  Sfew^t  likewife 
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averred,  that  Mr.  Haftmgs  declared-  to  him  that 
he  had  given  dire€liofis  lo  the  fsuxie  pufpofe  hy 
Mr.  Madeane. 

This  cautious  and  ponftilioiis  proceeding  in  the 
Court  of  DireBors,  probabty  originated  in  their 
dreading  the  charge  of  becoming  accomplices  to 
an  eirafion  of  the  a6l»  fay  which  Mr.  Haftings,  re« 
figning  the  fer^ice^  would  efcape  the  confequence 
attached  by  law  to  a  difmiflion.  Hitherto  he  had 
only  been  fupported  by  a  majority  in  th6  General 
Court ;  but  if  on  application  from  the  Dtreftors  to 
his  Majefty  and  Council,  then  in  contefnjdation, 
a  removal  Siould  have  taken  effed,  no  intereft 
could  hive  poflibly  reftofed  him.  A  claufe  in  the 
Regulating  Aft  of  1775  precluded  for  ever  his 
return  to  the  Company's  fervice.  Aware  of  a  cir- 
tumftance  thus  critical^  the  part  they  a6led  was 
fingularly  guarded.  Bm  nothing  being  now  want^ 
ing  to  their  fatbfaftion^  the  refignatiorj  was  for- 
mally accepted*  Mr.  Wheeler  was  named  to  filf 
the  vacancy,  and  prefented  for  his  Majefty's  ap- 
probation, which  was  received.  The  meafirre  was . 
complete,  and  the  fituation  thus  vacated  by  Mr. 
Haftings  legally  filled.  The  whole  prcfceeding  of 
CQurfe  being  notified  in  Bengal,  General  Ciavering, 
as  fenior  in  council,  was  entitled  to  fucceed  to  the 
office  of  Governor-GeneraK 

In  no  part  of  his  official  condud  has  Mr.  Haf- , 
lings  fubmitted  to  thofe  ties  which  have  always 
been  binding  on  others.     On  this  occafion  he  em- 
•braced  the  hardy  refolution  of  difavowing  his  ijgent, 
^denying  his  letter,  and  renouncing  his  friends.-^ 
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When  General  Clavering  required  him  to  fuften- 
der  the  keys  of  Fort  William^  and  of  the  Company's 
treafures^  heftoutly  refufedtompUance^  denied  that 
his  office  was  Vacatedj  and  declared  his  refolution  to 
aflert  and  maintain  his  authority  by  what  he  called 
every  legal  means.  The  immediate  confequence 
of  this  unexpe£led  pertinacity  was  an  operf  fchifm 
in  council.  General  Clavering  afierted  his  fight 
to  the  office^  with  which  he  conceived  himfelf  le- 
gally and  formally  invefted  by  his  fuperiors.  '  Me 
was  ftrenuoufly  fupported  in  thefe  preten£io^  by 
his  friend  Mr.  Francis.  Colclnel  Manfon  having 
died  fome  months  before^  Mr.  Barwelt  adhered  to 
Mr.  Haftiitgs.  Thefe  two  parties  aflfembted  fepe- 
rately.  A  double  government  of  confequence 
took  pllccj  and  every  thing  was  running  faft  into 
eonfofidn.  All  authority  was  for  the  time  fufpend- 
ed.  And  fo  high  were  thefe  diflehfions  carried  by 
the  various  adherents  of  the-  refpe£live  claimantSi 
that  the  conteft  might  have  ended  in  a  civil  wari 
had  not  the  judges  of  the  fuprente  courts  on  a  re^ 
ference  to  them,  fettled  the  controverfy,  by  xleeid- 
ing  ^'  that  the  reCgnation  was  an  invalid  afl^  and 
that  Mr.  Haftings  was  ftill  in  the  legal  pofleffion  cf 
his  place,  notwithftanding  his  fuperiors  had  adually 
difpofleiTed  him  on  his  own  terms,  and  fupplied  it 
by  a  new  appointment."  It  was  extraordinary  er 
nough  that  the  nullity  of  this  refignation  fiiould  a0 
not  have  been  difcovered  in  England,  where  the 
documents  and  ad  authorizing  thie  refignation  the  » 
were,  where  the  agent  by  whom  the  meafure  b 
^cen  formally  executed  was,  where  the  evideii' 
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CHAPTER     VHL 

•  > 

The  fitfi  Marr/ifto  Wdr^^Anetddtu  of  that  Peopk--^ 
Interference  by  the  B(mha^  Freftdemy  in  their  Dijfen* 
Jiims — Treaty  with  Ragoba — Colonel  Upton's  Depu- 
tation to  Poonah-^The  Treaty  of  PoorunJer — Dif'^ 
fatisfaSions  produced  by  that  Event^^The  Political 
State  of  India  at  this'  Periods 

JL  H  £  three  principal  interefts,  which  at  prcfent 
divide  and  control  the  .empire  of  Indoftan^    are 
the  Hindoo,  the  Mahonunedan,   and  the  Britiih. 
The  two  laft  originate  and  derive  all  their  weight 
and  efUbliihment  from  a  feries  of  ufurpations  on 
the  firft,  which  is  native  and  hereditary  :    And  it 
IS  owing  to  the  multifarious  and  difcbrdant  parts 
thcfe  interefts  fepgratdy  involve,  to  a  total  want  of 
union  in  their  energies,    and  to  an  infinite  diver- 
fity  in  the  objeds  of  their  refpeftive  politics,  that 
i«tbey  have  hitherto  repelled  fuccefsfully  the  en- 
cilcroacfaments  of  each  other,    and  prefcrved  their 
c^iutual  independence;   that  a  balance  of  power, 
^wildkfoinc  degree  adequate  to  the  regulation  and  ad- 
(•fettjancnt  of  their  feveral  claims,  ftlU  operates;  and 
^^^^gCLtfce  whole  continent  of  India  is  not  at  this 
I  •^^Uonihnt  the  feat  of  one  gloomy,  permaneat,  ^nd 
Jw  rf  clainj"^  defpotifm. 
*>«!goaa(u^  S  The 
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The  Mogul  empire  no  longer  exifts^  but  In 
fragments.  The  throne  of  Delhi  is  annihilated. 
The  later  ftages  of  the  Mahommedan  policy  re- 
femble  th<^  difeafes  in  the  human  frame,  by 
which  the  extremities  receive  unnatural  ftrength^ 
while  the  heart  1#  left  in  a  ftate  of  debility.  The 
officers  of  the  crown  every  where  accumulated  in- 
ordinate wealthy  while  the  general  treafury  of  the 
emph'e  was  impovefUhed.  Indolence  fucceeded  to 
venality ;  and  thofe  who  had  not  courage  to  rebel, 
were  at  the  fame  time  too  lazy  to  obey.  A  cruel 
intriguing  miniftry  diflributed  the  imperial  pre- 
ferments with  a  wantofi  extravagance.  AfTaffin- 
^tioa  fdoa  became  a  part  of  the  court  fyftem. 
RevolutioftS  in  the  diftant  proViirces  were  daily  eft 
•feded,  by  the  murder  of  the  rcfpeftive  governors. 
Thofe  Who  fucceeded,  warned  by  the  fate  of  their 
ipredeceffors,  retained  the  revenues  they  were  de- 
puted to  colled,  With  the  nocoftous  incoBtion  c^ 
thwarting  that  authority,  on  which  they  eonti- 
^nied  to  laviik  the  moft  fpecious  profefficms  of  at- 
tachment. 

The  Marrattos,  though  not  what  they  oooe^ 
were,  are  dill  formidable,  from  the  (ituation  and 
extent  of  their  territories,-  the  mildnefs  of  their 
laws,  their  inexhauftible  refources,  their  nume* 
rous  armies,  and  their*  manner  of  making  war,. 
They  inhabit  the  itiountainous  and  weftem  divi- 
iiolisof  the  Indian  peniniula.  By  the  wifdom  of 
their  treaties,  the  force  of  their  arms^  and  the 
tifylnra  which  refraftoryRajahs  and  ^^emiodars  haito 

found 
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found  in  their  prote&ion,  they  have  ftretched 
dxeir  dominions  from  fea  to  (ea;  fromSurat  to 
the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  from  the  remoteft  con* 
fines  of  Agra,  northwards,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Kifina,  on  the  coafi  of  Coromandel,  inctud* 
ing  a  trad  of  country  above  a  thoufand  British 
•miles  long,  by  not  lefs  than  feven  hundred  in 
"breadth. 

This  immenfely  extended  empire  is  drvided  by 

fevcral  Rajahs,  whofe  connexion  with  the  Peifhwa 

or  chancellor  is  like  that  of  the  German    princci 

with  the  emperor,    merely  nominal.      In  fomp 

cafes,  an  oppofitlon  of  interefts  produces  hoftili"- 

■ties,   not  only  among  the  fubordinate  members, 

but  even  the  Peifliwa  hintfelf  is  not  unfrequently 

tinder  the  neceffity  of  Handing  on  his  own  defence 

.againft  a  combination  of  his  tributaries.     A  ge- 

-neral  confederacy  of  the  whole  indeed  feldom  takes 

'fdace,  but  when  mutual  prefervation  is  the  objed^ 

or  on  fuch  emergencies  only  as  would  unite  the 

-moft  dilcbrdant  dates.    Pew  enterprizes  of  foreign 

cooqueft  or  plunder  are  of  magnitude  enough  to 

coUflA  and  marihal  their  fcattered  and  nua>erbus 

forces  in  one  connefted  army^   i&nder  the  general 

fiahdard  of  the  empire. 

Their  form  of  government,  rather  from  acci* 
-dent  thai^  defign,  has  of  late  years  become  purely 
ariliocratic  :  It  is  at  prefent  in  the  bands  of  eight 
chiefs,  who,  in  the  Company's  records  and  other 
Indian  documents,  are  called  minifters,  to  diftitl*- 
fuilb  them  from  the  Ram  Rajah^  the  nominal  fo-* 

S  a  X^ragn, 


966      TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA; 

Vcrcign,  in  whofe  name  all  bufinefs  is  ftill  carried 
on,  and  every  legai  itiftrument  authenticated*. 
Though  veiled  with  fuprcme  authority,  with  the 
abfolute  command  of  the  troops,,  and  with  the 
fole  prerogative  of  making  peace  or  war,  he  is 
bound  by  the  Gentoo  law  to  fekdt  a  council  of 
afliftance  from  the  moft  learned  among  the  Bra- 
mins.  Thefe  men,  availing  themfelves  of  their 
iituation$  have  given  new  energy  to  their  charac- 
ters as  politicians,  by  accommodating  the  fanc- 
tions  of  their  profeffions  as  prieflis  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  civil  government.  Being  of  a  caft  deem- 
ed all  over  India  fuperior  to  mortals^  they  arc 
objeds  of  the  moft  facred  and  univerfai*  venera- 
tion ;  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  indolence  and 
infignificancc  which  diftinguiihed  the  reign  of  a 
former  prince,  have  by  degrees  engrofled  the 
whole  power  of  the  ftate.  Superftition,  the  cha- 
raderiftic  foible  of  a  rude  people,  extends,  con* 
firms,  and  fanftifies  their  dominion. 

In  proportion  as  the  power  of  the  Mogul  em^ 
pire  decreafed,  that  of  the  Marrattos  gathered 
ftrength.  Their  annual  revenues  are  eftimated  at 
feventeen  millions  fterlingj  and  arife  chiefly  from 
the  tributary  contributions  of  their  various  allies 
Sind  dependencies;  efpecially  the  Rajahs  of  Oude- 
pore,  Joudpore,  Zegnagur,  Bopoul,  Narva,.  Bundle- 
cund,  and  moft  of  the  richeft  principalities  which  lie 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Deccan,  and  the  upper  parts 
of  the  continent ;  from  duties  on  feveral  articles  af 
commerce,   from  'plunder,    from  cuftoms,.   aad 
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fVom  innumerable  other  refources.  The  inhabi- 
tants groan  under  no  enormous  taxes.  The  go- 
vernment, infpired  by  the  benignant  genius  of  the 
ttational  religion,  is  every  where  lenient  and  hu- 
mane. No  blood  is  flied,  no  outrage  committed 
againft  the  privileges  of  our  common  nature,  but 
in  war,  and  againfl  an  enemy.  Their  armies  per-* 
haps  are  more  numerous  than  thofe  In  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  They  can  bring  into  the  field 
at  kaft  three  or  four  hundred  thoufand  well- 
appoinited  <:avalry-.  Their  horfes  are  fleet  and 
hardy ;  mounted  by  men  accuftomed  to  war  from 
infancy,  and  trained  with  indefatigable  vigi- 
lance for  a]l  the  various  purpofes  of  military 
execution.  Their  hoftlle  excurfions  are  generally 
by  parties  too  iaconfiderable  to  provoke  formal 
tefiftance,  and  too  rapid  to  be  in  danger  from  any 
regular  attack.  They  pour  down  from  the  hills 
and  forefts  of  the  Deccan,  when  excited  to  revenge 
the  injuries  of  the  community  at  large,  and  fpread 
definition  in  the  adjacent  countries,  with  the  fu» 
ry  and  velocity  of  a  whirfwind* 

Under  the  predecefTor  of  the  prefentKam  Rajah, 
the  government  was  an  abfolute  monarchy.  It 
was  under  this  fimple  form  that  it's  tgrritorics  had 
been  enlarged ;  and  that  In  population,  finance, 
and  martial  reputation,  it  became  fo  formidable 
<o  the  peace  of  India.  It  was  then  vigorous  and 
profperous  in  all  it's  meafures ;  extended  it's  fron- 
tiers in  every  quarter ;  aiyi  accumulated  additional 
(Ueafxire  and  influence^   from  a  cpnfiant  accefiion 
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/  of  new  fubjcdis  and  territory.    Sahodjei,  however, 
w^s  a  weak  cfFcminate  prince  :    His  predominate' 
paflion  was  indolence :  His  time  was  wafted  among 
buffoons,  and'  in  the  Haram.     To  the  fordid  in- 
dulgence of  a  vulgar  mind  he  facrificed  his^  own 
dignity,  and  that  of  his  fucceffor.     The  Peiftiwa 
ufurpcd  the  fovereignty,  eftabliflied  his  refidencc 
at  Poonah,  and  ihut  up  his  mafter  in  Settarah 
(about  fixty  miles  diftant),  where  Ram  Rajah  ftill 
lives  in  the  fame  torpid  fplendotrr,   receives  the 
fame  infulting  homage,    and  exercif^  the  fame 
unmeaning  formalities  of  ftate  which  formerly  dif- 
tinguiftied  the  fupreme  niagiflrate  in  this  mighty 
empire :    For  though  h6  ftill  tetains  the  name  of 
fovereign,  and  invefts  the  Peiihwa  with  the  forms 
6f  that  office,  it  is  the  only  a&  of  fuperiority  he 
exerts.    Nor  has  he  fo  much  as  an  option  in  the 
nomination,   as  Bajirow,    who  firft  realized  the 
power,  had  the  addrefs  to  render  it  hereditary  in 
his  family.    This  chief  left  two  fons,  Balajei  Row 
and  Ragoba :     The  one  was  acknowledged  Peiih- 
wa on  the  death  of  his  father ;   the  other  had  the 
command  of  a  diftant  province.    Balajei  Row  died 
whea  his  eldeft  fon  (Madarow)  was  but  eighteen 
years  of  age,   who,    notwithftanding,   ieized  the 
reins  of  adminiftration,    and  promifed  to  wield 
them  with  extraordinary  fteadinefs  and  dexterity. 
Ragoba,  on  the  news  of  his  brother's  death,  haft- 
ened  to  the  fcene  of  adion,  and  demanded  the  re- 
gency, as  the  natural  guardian  of  his  nephew  : 
But  his  claims  were  rejeded.    He  next  applied  to 
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the  Subah  of  the  Deccan^  who  affifted  him  to  makq 
head  againil  Ma^arow  with,  a  formidable  army. 
A  battle  was  fought/  in  which  he  had  the  advan-* 
tage.  He  was  then  recalled  to  Poonah^  and  ui«» 
vefted  with  the  Peiihwafhip ;  where  he  became  a 
fecond  time  the  vi&im  of  his  own^  or  the  in- 
trigues of  an  interefled  junto^  wha>  led  pn  by  th^ 
mother  of  the  young  Peiihwa,  took  advantage  of 
)iis  inexperience  to  raife  a  faftion  againft  the  uncle. 
Aware  of  the  florm,  which  threatened  every  mo- 
ment to  burft  on  his  head,  he  was  moxe  than  ever 
anxious  to  make  hjs  efcape^  but  was  feized  m  the 
attempt  and  imprifoned^  ,  Ip  this  fitu^tion  h^^  r^ 
mained  till  within  a  very  ihoft  time  ^f  his  ne* 
phew's  deceafe.  This  young  man  had  difcovered^ 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years^  a  peeulis^  capacity 
for  government*  His  meafures  had  proved  wiff 
mid  fuccefsful.  The  career  of  Hyder  Ally's  con* 
quefU  was  efiedqally  checked ;  and  the  Marrat* 
(OS,  imder  the  politics  and  a&ivity  of  an  enter« 
prizing  leader,  began  to  co-operate,  refumed  th^ir 
former  prowefs,  and  recaptured  moft .  of  thqfe 
rerritories  which,  in  the  period  of  th^ir  debility 
mad  relaxation,  had  been  violently  wrefted  from 
ithem*  He  was  deftlned,  however,  to  relinquiih 
the  profpeft  of  incrcafing  profperity,  throughout 
0n  immenfe  and  flouriihing  empire,  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age.  Before  he  expired,  he  called 
his  uncle  &om  confinement,  and,  judging  him  by 
the  generofity  which  warmed  his  own  breaft,  treated 
bim  With  a  coofidoice  fa  perfedly  cordial,  and 
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fincere,  that  he  configned  his  brother  and  fuc- 
ceffor,  Narrain  Row,  entirely  to  his  care ;    and- 
carneftly  conjured  him  to  take  the  young  Pcilhwa 
under  his  protedion.   He  fucceeded,  accordingly, 
to  the  management  of  aiFairs ;  but  whether  he 
conceived  a  diflike  to  his  nephew,  or  was  duped 
by  the  politics  of  the  Bramins,  who.  ftill  laboured 
to  undermine  his  influence ;  or  was  not  fufficiently 
on  his  guard  againft  the  infidious  artifices  of  his 
fiftcr-in-law,  who  had  conceived  a  diflike  to  his 
charafter,  and  ufed  all  her  addrefs,  both  in  public 
and  private,  to  counteraft  and  circumvent  him ; 
or,  intoxicated  with  his  recent  good  fortune,  in- 
curred  popular   odium  by    arts    of  oppreffion  ; 
it  is  impoflible  to  determine,  from  the  obfcurity 
into  which  the  faft  has  been  thrown  by  the  fo- 
phiftry  of  party  difputants.     The  machinations  of 
his  enemies,  however,  foon  prevailed,  and  he  was 
once  more  deprived  of  power,   and  thrown  into 
prifon,  for  concerting  a  plan,  with  Hyder  Ally, 
for  ufurping  the  government.    Gopicaboy  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  highly  incenfed   againft  him 
for  the  adoption  of  a  near  relation,  by  which, 
contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Eaft,  his  riches 
zvA  eventual  title  to  the  Piefliwafliip  might  be 
transferred  to  another  family.    Ragoba  in  the 
mean  while  confulted  his  friends,  or  rather  the 
enemies  of  Narrain  Row,  whofe  profligacies  eftrang- 
ed  from  him  even  the  minifters  of  his  own  party ; 
and,  in  concert  with  them,  a  plan  was  formed  of 
eficfting  a  reyolutioQ^  which  promifed  once  more 
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to  reinftate  him  in    his  former  (ituation.    The' 
fchenie    moft  likely  to  produce  this  important 
event,  was  the  murder  of  the   young  Peifliwa. 
Whether  Ragoba  was  the  author  of  this  black  ac-* 
tion  or  not,  it  was   undoubtedly  perpetrated  with 
his  concurrence,  as  it  happened  in  the  apartment 
where  Ragoba  was  confined,  and  where  his  un- 
fortunate nephew  had  fled  for. refuge.    His  cha- 
rader  became  odious  and  deteftable  in  proportion 
as  his  guilt  was  known  and  credited.   His  friends 
were  unable  to  withftand  the  general  indignation 
excited  by  a  charge  thus  marked  with  ingratitude 
and  treachery.     The  widow  of  Narrain  was  foon 
after  faid   to  be  delivered  of  a  fon.    In  confe- 
quence  6f  thefe  occurrences.  Nana,  Saccaram,  and 
others  of  the  Bramin   council,  adting  in  favour 
of  the  infant  Peifliwa,   and   availing  themfelves 
of   Ragoba's  abfence  on    a   remote   expedition, 
ftrcngthened  their  party   with  infinite  cagemefi 
and   afliduity,   and   drove  him   reluftantly  from 
Poonah.     Nor  was  it  without  manifeft  difficulty, 
that  he  eluded  the  public  vengance,  by  abandon- 
ing his  country,  and  taking  fanftuary  jn  the  pre- 
fidency  of  Bombay.     The  immediate  confequence 
of  his  precipitate  departure  from  this  theatre  of 
intrigue,  was  the  union  of  Sindia,    Holkar.    and 
five  other  Marratto  chiefs,  with  the  Bramin  con- 
federacy, who,  under  the  denomination  of  Twelve 
Friends,   or  Barrah  Bhiy   agreed   to  acknowledge 
the  title  of  the  infant  prince,  for  whom  they  ob- 
aincd  from  th$  Rajah  the  Sirpazv  of  ofiice,  and 

to 


966      TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA. 

ta  exclude  the  fugitive  uncle  from  all  ihare  iii 
the  future  government  of  the  empire. 

In  this  brief  account  of  the  Marrattos  it  ought 
cPOt  to  be'  forgotten,  that  the  extenfive  domi< 
nions  of  Berar  are  included.  Moodajee  Boonfla^ 
however,  exercifes  an  independent  fbvereignty, 
throughout  a  populous  and  extenfive  kingdom. 
Nor  does  he  acknowledge  any  further  conne^on 
with,  the  Poonah  government  than  his  own  im- 
mediate interefts  dilate,  or  than  the  remains  of 
confanguinity  may  incline  him  to  cultivate.  For 
whatever  claims  he  may  have  to  the  fovcreignty 
of  Poonah,  from  his  relaticmfhip  to  the  family  of 
the  Ram  Rajah,  he  has  given  very  fubftantial  proof, 
that  it  is  no  part  of  his  ambition  to  relinquiih  the 
reality  for  what  is  no  more  than  the  mere  fern- 
blance  of  authority. 

Sindia  and  Holkar,  who  trace  their  pedigree  to 
Hendoo  kings,  of  the  higheft  antiquity,  divide 
by  much  the  largeft  parts  of  the  rich  and  exteo- 
five  Subah  of  Malwa,  which  border  on  the  Vizier's 
countries  to  the  £aft,  and  thofe  of  Berar  to  the 
5outh-weft.  The  condudt  of  thefe  politic  princes 
was  to  moderate  the  violence  of  both  parties,  and 
iD  .commit  themfelves  without  referve  in  profecut- 
ing  the  fchemes  of  neither.  From  a  regard  td 
their  own  interefts,  they  were  naturally  difpofed 
to  fupport  the  balance  of  diflention,  that  no 
fide  might,  from  a  confcious  fuperiority,  pre- 
funie  to  exaft  the  arrears  of  their  tribute.  And 
they  probably  found  themfelves  upon  the  whoi« 
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ffiore  fecute,  by  thus  t>articipatkig  in  the  gene- 
tal  greatnefs  of  the  ftate,  and  prefiding  2X  the 
head  of  that  ariftocracy,  which  fince  the  aflaf- 
iination  of  Natrain  Row  guides  all  its  councils^ 
than  by  taking  advantage  of  its  temporary  weak- 
nefs,  to  aim  at  a  precarious  independency^  under 
the  reftrifkions  of  a  contraded  influence  in  their 
own  country. 

•  Moft  of  the  other  ftates  are  evidently  direded 
by  circumftances  and  contingency,  in  ading  un- 
der the  control  or  co-operating  in  any  gene- 
ral plan  of  conduft  with  the  Poonah  government; 
But  thefc  detached  principalities  were  bound  ia 
the  earlier  periods  of  their  hiftory  to  furnifli  on 
emergency,  and  at  the  requifition  of  the  fovereign, 
a  certain  quota  of  cavalry  completely  equipped 
for  fervice.  Such  feverities  were  however  exer- 
cifed  for  ittcreafing  their  armies,  as  threatened 
the  depopulation  of  the  country.  Their  military 
force  confequently  no  longer  coniifts  in  tribu*- 
taries,  but  in  allies,  who  take  the  field  on  a  iU^ 
puiated  fubfidy.  Every  cavalier^  who  flocks  to 
tbc  Imperial  ftandard,  knows  his  rilk,  and  is  the 
owner  both  of  his  horfe  and  arms.  Their  mode 
of  war,  fo  habitually  directed  to  plunder,  entices 
ihto  their  fervice,  on  any  fudden  and  favourable 
projed,  every  adventurer  who  can  procufe  a 
horfe.  But,  as  the  horfe  is  often  the  whole  of  9i 
Marratto's  property  and  fortune,  they  folicitoufly 
avoid  dll  regular  confl^ds  with  difciplined  troops, 
md  before  Mrhom,  for* the  fame  rcafon,  their  flight 
'    "  is 
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is  no  proof  cither  of  dieir  defeat  or  difperfion. 
They  move  from  country  to  country,  and  change 
their  iituations  with  incredible  expedition ;  take 
both  their    food  and  ileep  on  horfeback;    nA 
eagerly  into  the  field  at  the  fummons  of  their  feve- 
jral  chieftains,  and  in  their  progrefs  fwe^  every 
thing  before  them  with  the  rapidity  of  a  torrent. 
Their  principal  ftpength  however  confifts  in  what 
sire  called  the  houfehold  troops  or  private  cavalry, 
'  who  are  commanded  by  the  Paha  Sidars,    and 
whofe  hories  and  accoutrements  are  the  property 
of  the  flate.     It  is  their  conftant  and  univerfal 
pra&ice  to  return  home  at  the  end  of  each  cam* 
paign  with  their  booty,  except  a  few  felcft  bodies, 
who    are  in    fad;  the  perfonal  guards  of    their 
princes  and  great  men. 

The  Bombay  prefidency,  by  efpoufing  the  caufc 
of  Ragoba,  incenfed  this  powerful  and  martial 
people  to  regard  the  Britifh  interefts,  in  every 
part  of  India,  with  fentiments  of  deliberate  and 
inveterate  antipathy.  They  difcerned  the  infidious 
policy  of  the  Company's  fervants,  in  availing 
themfclves  of  their  family  diffenfions ;  and  were 
eager  to  prevent  the  injuries  which  it  indicated. 
Conftruing  the  orders  of  the  Dircdtors  with  the 
fame  liberality  which  had  uniformly  been  done  in 
the  other  prcfidcncies,  the  Boxnbay  council  did 
not  conceive  themfelves  prohibited  abfolutely 
from  hoftilities,  but  immediately  prepared  for 
war,  in  the  prefumption,  at  leaft,  that  an  addi- 
tion of  treafure  or  territory  would   compcnfatc 
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with  fome,  for  what  might  appear  to  others  an 
inftance  of  delinquency.     The  EHredors,  in  their 
general  letter,  fo  early  as  the  year  1769,  obferve 
to  their  fervants,  on  this  fettlement,  *^  That  Sal*- 
**  fette  and  Baflein,  with  •  their  dependencies,  and 
**  the  Marratto  proportion  of  the  Surat  provinces, 
*^  were  all  that  they  fought  for  on  that  fide  of 
<*  India.'*    The  reigning  junto  in  Poonah,  fore- 
feeing  the  difficulty  of  defeating  the  machinations 
of  Ragoba,  while  the  Englilh  perfifted  in  afford* 
ing  him  protedion,  was  prepared  for  the  confe- 
quence.    Nor  were  the  prefident  and  council  dif- 
pofed  to  omit  fo  favourable  an   opportunity  of 
trying  their  fortune  in  war,   of  gratifying  their 
own  ambition,  and  of  realizing  the  wilhes  of  their 
employers,  by  feizing  the  territories  they  were 
fo  anxious  to  poffefs.    They  confequently  invaded, 
under  various  pretexts,  fuch  portions  of  the  enemy's 
country  as  lay  moft  contiguous  to  Bombay.    The 
firft  ftroke  is  often  decifive  on  the  fate  of  a  cam- 
paign*    The  Rajah  was,  in  fome  degree,  furprifed, 
though  he  defended  himfelf  with  unexpefted  vi- 
gour  and  addrefs.     Our  operations  being  con- 
fined, for  the  moft-  part,   to  the  fea«coaft,   the 
promptitude  of  the  marine  and  artillery  was,  on 
every  occafion,  attended  with  the  beft  effedt.    A 
demand  having  been  made  upon  the  Nabob  of 
-Broach^  in  April  1771,  for  a  confiderable  fum,, 
arifing  from  arrears  of  tribute,  and  to  overcharge 
in  the  cuftoms  on  merchants  trading  under  the 
CcHnpany's  prote&ion^   for  years,  an  expedition 
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was,  at  the  fiitne  time,  undertaken  againft  thf 
place^  to  force  a  compliance  with  that  requifition. 
This  attempt,  however,  being  frullrated,  the  Nar 
bob  had  vifited  Bombay  in  the  interim,  and  comr 
prcfmifed  the  difference.  But  the  terms  to  which 
he  agreed  were  fedulouily  eluded  on  his  part ; 
and  the  council  thought  their  honour  interefiad 
in  feeing  them  realized.  This  produced  a  fecond 
enterprize ;  in  which,  though  fuccefsful,  the  lois 
of  Colonel  Wedderbume,  an  officer  of  difiingutflied 
jnerit,  was  <:onfidered  as  a  misfortune  which  more 
than  counterbalanced  all  the  advantage .  of  the 
capture.  Baflein,  the  iiland  of  Salfette,  and  a 
few  fmaller  ones,  were  foon  after  reduced.  Othor 
ftcquifitions  were  alfo  made  by  General  Gordoi\| 
who  had  fuceeded  Colonel  Wedderburne  in  the 
co^^mand.  Thefe  proceedings  originated  in  an 
a^prehenfion,  whether  well  or  ill  founded^  that 
•the  Portugueze  were  meditating  the  recovery  of 
the  dominions  they  had  formerly  poflefied,  Spe- 
cially Salfette  and  Baflein ;  places  of  the  greater 
confequence  to  the  Bombay  eftabliflunent,  as  the 
inhabitants  were  almoft  fuppUed  with  prpvtfions 
from  the  one,  and  their  dockyard,  the  only  one 
belonging  to  the  Company  in  India,  with  timber 
from  the  other. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prefidency  of  MaAm 
entered  into  a  freih  agreement  with  Ragoba,  by 
which  he.ftipulated  the  ceffion  of  fome  valuaUe 
territories,  for  which  they  were  \o  fumiih  Inm 
twc^diouiand  five  hundred  of  the  Compw/s 
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troops ;  whofe  ferrice^  in  his  bebailf,  was  alfo  tJ6 
be  entirely  at  his  expence.     Thefc  forces,  und^ 
the  command  of  Colonel  Keating,  were  infiantly 
embarked  for  Surat,  and  ordered  to  join  -Ragoba, 
who  menaced  Broderah,  at  the  head  of  forty  thon- 
fand  horfe.    While  in  this  pofition,  however,  the 
♦enemy,    by  an  unexpeded  attack,   gave  him  a 
complete  defeat,  obliged  him  to  raife  the  fiegc 
-precipitately,    and  to  retreat  with  only  about  a 
'thoAifand  horfe.     He  fled  to  Cambay,  but  was  de* 
•  nied  admittance.    He  next  made  the  beil  of  his^ 
wAy  to  Bownagar,  and  from  thence,  in  a  galliot^ 
came  to  Surat.    The  confederate  army  lay  between 
Ragoba  and  Keating,  and  itruggled,  though  with- 
out fuccefs,  to  prevent  their  junction,  which  took 
place  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775.'   About  this 
time  great  diCeniions  prevailed  among  the  mini- 
iters  and  their  afibciated  chiefs.      Moodajee  Sin- 
dia  openly  deferted  their  caufe,  and  carried  with 
htm,  to  his  own  country,  twelve  rhoufand  horfe  ; 
At  fincerity  of  Halkar  was  doubted,  and  his  mo- 
tions were  watched  wieh  fufpicion ;  the  Nizam  did 
not  fulfil  his  engagements ;  and  their  ally,  Sha;- 
-bagee,  who  had  fucceeded  fo  far  in  a  conteft  with 
liifi  brother,  Moodajee  Boonfla,  as  to  beat  him  in 
<«  pitched  battle,  and  make  him  prifoner,  was 
Jband,  next  morning,  dead  in  bed.    Thefe  mor- 
tifying  circumllances  to  the  Poonah  junto  gave 
4maufpicious  afped  to  the  fortunes  of  Ragoba, 
whole  want  of  money  feemed,  at  this  time,  his 
only  difficulty^    It  was  not  till  the  middle  of  next 
.  :.«  month 
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month  that  an  engagement   took  plaice  between 
the  two  armies,  when  the  forces  under  Keating 
and  Ragoba  fuffered  confiderably,  from  an  \mfor- 
tunate  order,  ill  repeated  perhaps,  and  not  well 
underftood,  to  feize  fome  of  the  enemy's  guns. 
The  firft  company  of  European  grenadiers,  turn- 
ing rather  precipately  to  the  right,  were  obliged 
to  retreat.    They  were  followed  by  the  Madras 
infantry,  and  thefe  by  feveral  companies  of  fc- 
poys.  In  fcrambling  through  fome  broken  hedges, 
they  were  in  too  great  a  hurry  to  keep  their  ranks. 
At  that  moment  a  body  of  horfc  charged  them 
with  fury  and  fuccefs.    They  were  inftantly  in 
confufion,  fled  on  all  fides,  and  could  not  be  ral- 
lied  and  brought  again  to  the  attack,  even  by  the 
commander  in  chief.     Many  officers  fell ;  and  the 
flaughter  muft  have  been  general  but  for  the. ar- 
tillery j  which,  being  turned  againft  the  Marrattos, 
who  crowded  with  great  intrepidity  wherever  the 
battle  raged  moft,    foon  difperfed  them.     This 
was  the  only  lofs  we  fuftained.     The  number  of* 
men,  horfes,  and  elephants,  which  were. killed  of' 

the  enemy,  fo  effeftually  damped  their  fpirits,  that' 

* 

they  cautioufly  ever  after  avoided  a  regular  en- 
gagement. The  combined  troops  kept  up-  the, 
purfuit,  but  never  overtook  them  till  fome  weeks 
-afterwards,  when  they  clofed  in  with  their  rear, 
killed  many  of  their  men,  drove  vaft  numbers  of 
their  horfe  and  camels  into  the  fea,  and  deiboyed 
their  cannon. 

Jvxtj 
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r    Futty  Sibg,  who  had  fided  with  the  cohfede- 
rates  againft  Ragoba  and  the  Engliih  at  the  com^ 
mcnceiiient  of  hoftilities^  was.  one  of  thofe  dif- 
ccmtented  chiefs  who  had  deferted  the  party.    He 
was  influenced  by  the  common  politics  of  Alia^ 
and  of  mankmd^  in  giving  that  intereft  the  pre- 
ference, -which  was  likely  to  prove  the  flrongeft. 
The  profperity  which  b^an  to  attend  the  affairs  of 
Ragoba  determined  him  to  conclude  ah  agreement 
with  that  chief 9  through  the  agency  of  the  £tig* 
MShy  to  whcHn.  he  not  only  confirmed  thofe  grants 
which  Ragoba  had  made  in  the  country,  under 
his  government,  but  ceded  to  them,  at  the  fame 
dme,   an   annuity  of  eighteen  thoufand  pounds. 
He  fubmittod  to  pay  Ragoba  the  ufual  tribute,  to 
fumiih  him  the  aid  claimed  by  the  Durbar  of 
Poonah,  and,  what  was  of  mod  material  impor-^ 
tance  at  this  crifis,  to  pay  him  twenty  •fix  lacks 
of  rupees,  within  the  fpace  of  fixty  days.    This 
advantageous  treaty  of'  peace  and   alliance  was 
concluded  in  the  month  of  July.     The  affairs  of 
the  Company,  at  the  fame  time,  were  equally 
j>cofperous  by  fea  as  by  land.    The  Poon%a  ad< 
nuniftration  had,  early  in  the  campaign,  equip- 
ped a  fquadron,  confiding  of  five  fliips  ;  one  of 
forty-fix,  two  of  thirty-two,  and  two  of  twenty- 
fix  guns ;  with  ten  gallawats  or  fmall  armed  vef- 
Icls.     Thefe  were  deftined  to  intercept  the  Britifh 
ttade,  and  infeft  thofe  feas  and  coafts  wher^  they 
were  likely  to  do  us  mod  mifchief,  and  fecure  for 
chemiclvea  the  whole  booty.     But  Con^unodore 
,    '"  T  "*  John 
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John  Moore  foon  fell  in  with  tbem^  and  gave  them 
a  total  overthrow*  In  this  manner  were  the  ene^ 
n>y's  fchenies  every  where  defeated,  and  thofe 
^f  Ragoba  crowned  with  fuccefs.  The  friendt 
and  adherents  of  the  confederacy  became  unftable; 
and  difperfed  in  proportion  as  the  preflute  of  thc^ 
accumulating  misfortunes  operated  on  the  public^ 
Th^  promife  of  brge  fums^  which  had  allured  the 
Nabobs  and  Rajahs  who  had  fought  their  batdes, 
to  exchange  domeftic  tranquillity  for  the  perib 
and  fatigues  of  war,  was  not  punduaUy  di& 
chargedi  The  troops  were  clamorous  for  their 
pay,  and  their  leaders  were  naturally  difgofied 
with  a  lofing  caufe.  Furkia,  the  general,  found 
his  fituation  peculiarly  critical  and  hazardous.  The 
chiefs  were  mutinous,  and  his  refources  were  ez« 
haufted.  Thofe  who  had  loft  their  horfes  loudly 
demanded  their  ftipulated  hire  of  their  relpedivf 
leaders,  who  prefled  tn  their  turns  the  corrnnand*- 
Hder  in  chief ;  and  the  fhirffs  or  banb^rs  had  air 
ready  refufed  to  anfwer  his  drafts.  Theie  dki^ 
trefles  very  confiderably  increafed  the  diftraftiona 
in  the  Durbar.  Saccaram  and  TIana  bad  difr 
patched  Vakeels,  or  commifEoners,  to  treat  of  as 
accommodation  with  the  prefidcncy.  Thefc  were 
to  aft  feparately.  'One  of  them  fell  fick  on  his 
arrival.  Before  his  recovery,  the  prefident  like*- 
wife  became  (b  ill,  that  he  was  utterly  unfit 
for  all  public  bufinefs.  And  the  council  were . 
cautious  of  difcovering  any  unnecefl&ry  eagemefi- 
for  peace,  as  fuch  a  fentiment^  oa  fiich  a  odtical 

occafion^ 
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ifccafion,'  would  have  been  fufceptible  of  a  moft 
impro^r  co&ftfudibn,  and  might  have  incKne<i 
the  enemy's  Vakeel  to  demand  te^ms  infinitely 
more  advantageous  than  thofe  ultimately  intedded 
bv  the  commidion;  "  \  - 

Thus  circumftanced  were  the  prtildendy  of 
Bombay^  Ragoba^  and  the  Alarratto  ftates,  when 
jpofitive  orders  arrived  from  the  governor^general 
and  council  of  Bengal,  to  withdraw  the  tr66ps> 
tad  put  an  immediate  end  to  all  hoftilities  with 
the  Poonah  admtniftraton.  The  majority  feemed 
perfeftly  refolved  to  realize  that  pacific  fyftem  on 
which  they  avowedly  afted,  wherever  their  iii-^ 
fluence  exteilded.  Tliey  had  left  England  in  the 
tepedation  of  finding  all  the  Company's  fcttlc-t 
tnents  in  a  ftate  of  friendihip  or  netitrality  with 
every  power  irt  India;  It  was  not  without  con* 
fiderable  furprife  and  concern,  that  the  politics  of 
the  preceding  adminiffration  in  Bengal  had  uh-^ 
deceived  them ;  and  that^  in  proportion  as  their 
iurquaiflhince  with  faifls  improved,  the  Company's 
Ciffiiirs '  every  '  whfere  affumcd  a  very  different 
afpeft;  And  the  fame  pripciples,  which  deter- 
mined their  opinion  of  the  motives,  objedt  and 
coilfcquettces  of  the  Rohilla  war,  were  now 
brought  forward  to  criminate  that  which  the 
prcfidency  of  Bombay  had  commenced  againft  the 
Marrattbsi 

From  rhe  moment  the  fupreme  government 
had  been  formally  announced,  as  direded  by  aA 
of  parliament,   to  the-  fevcral   prefidencics^  that 

T  1  liberal 
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Uberal  and  implicit  confidence,,  which  ought  t# 
be  reciprocal  and  unrtferved  among  all  the 
branches  of  the  executive  power,  feems  to  have 
been  wanting  in  the  prefidency  of  Bombay. 
They  did  not  formally  difavow  their  fubordinate 
capacity,  difpute  the  fupremacy  of  the  gover* 
n6r-general  and  council,  or  fignify  in  exprefs  terms 
their  difapprobation  of  the  new  government.  But, 
bad  they  refolved  to  fubftantiate  every  allegation 
againfi  the  Company's  fervants  abroad,  which 
had  rendered  theni  fo  odious  among  their  coun* 
trymen  at  home ;  bad  they  been  previoufly  ac* 
quainted  with  the  rigidly  inoiTenfive  fyftem,  which 
a  majority  of  the  fupreme  council  thought  it  their 
duty  to  maintain,  and  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations 
to  counteraA  its  operations  ;  or  had  they  prc-con« 
certed  a  fcheme  of  fatiating  their  ambition  as 
leffedually  as  ever,  in  a  wanton  defiance  of  the 
legiilature,  by  taking  advantage  of  their  diftant 
fituation,  to  indulge  their  temerity  before  they 
could  feel  the  influence  of  that  control,  under 
which,  in  the  inftance  of  making  peace  and  war^ 
l^y  were  henceforth  dcftined  to  aft  ;  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive   what  meafures  better  calculated  for 

r 

anfwering  thefe  views  could  have  been  devifed  or 
adopted.  Their  manner  of  confulting  the  opi- 
nion of  the  fupreme  government  rendered  their 
cordial  acquiefcence  in  its  authority  extremely  fwC- 
picious.  They  imparted  no  intelligence  of  their 
proceedings  but  fuch  as  they  could  not  withhold* 
The  news  of  their  military  operations  generally 

reached 
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nached  Bengal  \oxilg  before  any  ofEcial  difpatches 
imre  received.  And  tlxk  were  drawn  up  with  ib 
little  |>recifion  and  minuttners^  that  they  a£* 
forded  no  4atisfadory  informatitift  on  the  fpeciiic 
^natters  they  profefled  to  explain.  When  a  battle 
«was  fought^  a  movement  made,  or  a  reiblution 
formed,  they  barely  ftated  the  fad,  without  any 
detail  of  thofe  circumftances  on  which  a  proper 
conception  of  it  depended.  Nor  were  their  com^ 
tnunications  more  fparing  than  dilatory,  as  if  the 
iupreme  council  'had  no  intereft  in  the  knowlege 
of  any  ^of  tlieir  fchemes  until  they  were  finally 
executed.  They  wcne  therefore  repea^edly  rc« 
quired  to  give  ample  and  unmediate  infoitna* 
tion  of  their  political  fituation,  as  the  moft  par- 
ticular account  of  all  the  events  which  had 
iaappened,  or  might  occur  to  the  intereils  of  thp 
Company  in  that  <iuaF^r,  was  expeded  by  the 
iiew  admintftration,  who  wrre  tmder  the  neceffity 
<>f  remaining  inadivetill  they  heard  from  Bombay; 
Orders  to  this  effed,  and  prohibiting  in  ex^ 
prefs  terms  the  fpecific  meafures  then  carrying 
OB,  were  fent  to  Bombay,  early  in  1775.  To 
thefe  no  anfwer  was  received  fpr  nearly  the 
ipace  of  three  months ;  when  their  agreement  and 
/co-operation  with  Ragoba,  with  the  iolt  view  of 
acquiring  territory,  were  explicitly  avowed.  Mr. 
Hailings  on  this  occafion  entered  a  very  formal 
and  elaborate  difapprobation  of  the  fyftem  which 
{)redominated  in  the  prefidency  of  Bombay.  He 
^condemned  the  hoftilities  in  which  they  were  en^ 

T  3  gaged 
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.  pointed  to  attend  him  for  that  purpofe.  Letters 
were  alfo  written  to  the  Poonah  minifter,  an- 
nouncing the  colonel's  departure!  Saccaram,  who 
led  the  Poonah  fadion  at  this  time^  had  arifen' 
from  fuch  a  ftate  of  original  obfcurity .  and  want^ 
as  prevented  his  receiving  the  very  rudiments  of 
education.  Though,  in  faft,  premier  of  one  of 
the  greatcft  ftates  in  the  world,  he  could  neither 
read  nor  write.  Unfortunately  the  Bramin,  who 
afted  as  his  confidential  fecretary,  had  been  go- 
vernor of  the  province  in  which  the  late  captures, 
made  by  the  Company's  forces,  were  fituated. 
Frefii  inftruftions  were  therefore  difpatched  to 
their  Vakeels  at  Bombay,  which  arrived  before  they 
had  declared  in  form  the  original  purport  of 
their  miffion.  They  now  infifted  on  having  the 
perfon  of  Ragoba  delivered  into  their  hands  ;  the 
immediate  reftoration  of  Salfette ;  and  the  com* 
plete  evacuation  of  every  other  place  we  had 
wrcfted  from  them.  They  promifed,  ia  return, 
to  make  fome  pecuniary  compenfation  for  the  ex- 
pences  we  had  incurred.  It  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  boflilities  began  with  us ;  that  we 
had  received  no  provocation  from  the  Marrattos ; 
that  they  had  a  right  to  demand  their  own  do- 
minions ;  that  thefe  were  not  the  lefs  their's.  for 
cur  having  taken  forcible  pofieiBon  of  them ;  that 
their  moderation  was  fufEciently  evinced  by  coii«* 
fining  their  claims  to  a  ftrift  reftitution  }  and  that 
the  reimburfement  they  offered,  not  only  jpcoveA 
bow  fmoerely  they  were  difpofed  to  negociate,  hmt 
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vras  an  article  we  had  no  title,  in  juftice,  to  ex^- 
peft.  Thefe  are  the  terms,  however,  which  the 
adirocates  for  the  purity  of  Afiatic  policy  would 
repreient  as  hard  and  inadmilfible.  It  is  thus 
they  would  decide  the  differences  of  nations,  on 
maxims  which  tear  up,  by  the  roots,  every  bar-. 
Tier  of  property,  and  outrage  all  the  feelings  and 
principles  of  equity  between  man  and  man. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  fame  fatal  fyftem, 
the  profperous  fituation  of  the  prefidency,  and  of 
their  ally^s  affairs,    at  this  precife  period,   was 
eagerly  brought  forward,  as  an  unanfwerable  ar- 
gument for  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war. 
Thunderftruck  by  the  peremptory  orders  of  the 
fppreme  council  for  the  immediate  recal  of  the 
detachment  which  co-operated  with  Ragoba,  and 
the  unexpected  embafly  of  Colonel  Upton  to  the 
court  of  Po6nah,  in  their  anlwer  to  the  official 
difpatches  which  brought  the  mortifying  intelli*- 
gence,   the  gentlemen  of  Bombay  exprefs  the 
faigheit   concern  at  the  meafures  prefcribed  for 
jeffeding  a  general  pacification ;  and  fignify  their 
apprehensions,  that  the  interefts  of  the  Company 
"Would  receive  the  moft  eflential  injury  by  the 
adoption  of  a  plan  which,  at  the  fame  time,  fixed 
indelible  difgrace  on  the  prefidency.     They  jufti- 
fied  their  interference  with  the  domeftic  quarrels 
of  the  Marratto  ftates,   from  the  neceflity  they 
were  ii&der  of  openly  vindicating  their  feiziire  of 
Saliette.    They  proferted  the  caufe  of  Ragoba, 
jMtwithfiaoiding  the  atrociops  treachery  and  mur- 
der 
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^r  for  which  he  was  expelled  by  his  countrymen  i 
and  aflifted  him  with  their  troops^  becaufe  he 
gave  the  Company  the  right  of  acquiring  a  re- 
venue of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum.  They  even  aflerted  the  propriety  and 
juftice  of  making  war,  in  this  manner,  on  the  re* 
beUious  fubjctts  of  their  ally.  And  they  [^refs 
the  indignity  done  them  in  not  intruding  the  ne* 
gociation  to  one  of  their  number ;  alledging  the 
facility  of  having  ac'compliihed  it  on  the  moft 
honourable  and  advantageous  terms,  but  for  the 
information  thus  officially  given  to  the  Poonah 
government  of  the  Company's  eagernefs  to  obtain 
peace. 

Not  fatisfied  with  having  remonfirated  in  thefe 
terms,  they  deputed  Mr.  Taylor,  a  member  of 
^  the  feleA  committee,  to  itate  their  complaints,  in 
perfon,  before  the  board.  He,  therefore,  pre- 
iented  a  memorial,  which  contains^  in  addition 
to  the  arguments  cm  which  the  Bombay  prefidency 
ground  their  proceedings  in  their  engagement 
with  Ragoba^  a  variety  of  political  reafiiMiing 
againft  the  interruption  given  to  them  by  the  re- 
iblution  and  orders  of  the  fupreme  council ;  an 
jmroduftory  account  of  the  Marratto  ftate  j  the  rife 
and  eftablifhment  of  the  Peiihwa's  power;  the 
contiguity  and  c(mne£tion,  in  policy  and  com-^ 
jnerce,  with  the  Company's  pofTeOjons  in  the  Weft 
of  India ;  the  dominions  or  diftrids  held  by  the 
great  chiefs  of  the  nation  ;  in  what  degree  depeo^ 
dent  on  the  Poonah  government,  particularly  .t;)iBP 

Boonilas^ 
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Boonilas,  the  Guii^wars^  iind  Sindia  and  Holkat ; 

thofe  various  erents  and  intrigues  which  occa^ 

£oiied  the  divifions^  in  the  Pei{hwa*s  family^  and 

by  that  means  intplved  the  prefidency  of  Bom^ 

.bay  in  their  quarreh ;  the  comparative  fituatioo 

«nd  force  of  the  contending  parties  in  the  war^  at 

die  time  when  hoftiHties  ceaftd  ^  and  the  probable 

difpc^tion  of  the  Nizam  and  Hyder  Ally  during 

thefe  difturbances.   He  gives  alfo  an  exad:  deicrip* 

tion  of  the  fituation^  revenue^  and  other  produdire 

advantages^  arifing  from  the  feveral  oeflhms  of  tef* 

ritory  made  by  Ragoba  and  Futty  Sing.    He 

-urges,  in  ftrong  and  eameft  tesms,  the  dangerous 

.  and  diigraceful  confequences  of  declaring  a  treaty, 

-thus  beneficial,  invalid  and  null ;  efpecially  as  it 

might    impel  Ragoba    to    throw    himfelf,    for 

afliftance,  on  other  powers.    He  concludes  by 

-ftrenuoufly  infilling,  that,  whether  it  ihould  be  re^ 

iblved  to  terminate  thefe  affairs  by  arms  or  nego- 

ciadon,  it  was  abfolutely  expedient  to  revoke  the 

orders  for  withdrawing  the  troops. 

The  board  having  confidered  the  queftion,  whe^ 
ther  their  former  orders  Ihould  be  enforced,  or  for 
-the  prefent  fufpended,  the  original  refolution  wart 
confirmed,  except  that  it  was  agreed  to  leave  the 
option  with  the  prefident  and  council  of  Bombay, 
ro  withdraw  their  troops  into  fuch  of  their  gar- 
rifons  as  they  might  chufe.  Mr.  Taylor,  with  no 
fcetmr  fuccefs,  after  figntf ying  the  utmoft  concern 
-mt  die  determination  of  the  bqard^  defired,  in  tf 
4u})fequent  paper^^  to  add  a  further  reprefentation  of 
:  •         ^  the 
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the  very  great  diihonoQt  the  Bombay  council  would 
fuffer  from  intrufting  the  coadu^t  of  the  negoci- 
dtion  with  an  entire  ftranger.  He  put  them  in 
mind  that  one  of  their  board  had  been  appointed 
by  the  Company  themfelves  to  refide  at  Poonah, 
with  particular  inftru&ions  and  powers  for  negoci* 
ation  with  Madarow^  the  then  Pieihwa ;  ani 
that,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  views,  connec- 
tions, and  interefts  of  the  different  perfons  in  the 
Poonah  Durbar,  they  muft  be  bcft  qualified  to 
tranfa£l  fuch  matters  ;  and  that  they  fhould  all  be 
animated  by  zeal  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of 
their  employers,  and  would  pay  implicit  obe- 
dience to  whatever  diredjons  they  might  receive 
from  the  fupreme  council  in  managing  this  im- 
portant meafure.  .  Mr.  Taylor  was,  however, 
given  to  underftand^  that  the  fupreme  council 
could  not  agree  to  repeal  or  change  the  appoint- 
ment of  Colonel  Upton,  confidently  with  the  ^re- 
iblutions  which  they  had  publicly  fignified  to  the 
minifters  at  Poonah  ;  but  that  they  by  no  means 
intended  to  throw  any  flight  on  the  prefidency  of 
Bombay,  which  they  fhould  always  endeavour  to 
protcd  from  every  fpecies  of  indignity  or  dif- 
refped. 

In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Upton  proceeded 
acrofs  the  continent,  and  encountered,  in  his  way, 
a  gfeat  variety  of  difficulties.  His  correfpondence^ 
from  the  different  flages  of  his  jourqey,  exhibit  a 
moft  unpleafant  account  of  the  diflrefs  and  confu- 
fton  of  the  cpuntrics  through  which  he  pafiM- 

Notwixhftanding 
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Notwithftanding  fr^uenraffurances  from  the  court 
of  Poonab,  that  orders  had  been  given  to  faci- 
litate his  route  through  the  Marratto  dominions^ 
by  fcveral  accounts  received  in  Bengal^  that  faft 
appeared  very  doubtful.  He  received,  as  he  paffed 
through  Benares,  a  letter  from  the  Poonah  mi- 
nifter,  written  in  a  ftile  fo  little  flattering  to  the 
objed  of  his  embafly,  that  he  deemed  it  necefTary 
to  complain  of  it  to  his  fuperiors.  He  afcribed 
the  delay  of  his  journey  to  the  inattention  of  the 
Durbar,-  from  whom  he  had  received  no  regular 
advices,  and  who  had  not  even  apprifed  the  Sir- 
dars of  the  different  diftrids  of  the  bufinefs  on 
which  he  was  deputed,  and  of  his  travelling 
through  their  country,  which  he  found  every  where 
in  arms  ;  he  was  nearly  fix  months  on  this  tedious 
and  perilous  journey.  By  means  of  his  route,  a 
•  geographical  Kne  was  firft  drawn  acrofs  the  conti- 
nent of  India^  through  the  principal  places  or 
points  between  Agra  and  Poonah  ;  and  which,  by 
eilabliihing  a  great  many  capital  and  interefting 
geometrical  portions,  has  become  a  fiand  of  the 
beft  local  intelligence,  and .  coniider ably  enriched 
the  fcience  of  geography. 

The  colonel,  who  had  fet  out  on  the  loth  of 
July,  did  not  arrive  at  Poonah  till  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, 1775.  His  reception  was  equal  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  objeds  he  was  deputed  to  ad« 
dfefs.  He  found  the  internal  commotions,  which 
agitated  the  Marratto  flates,  pregnant  with  rup* 
turcs  in  almofl;  every  quarter  of  that  mighty  emf 

pire. 


ftg&      TRANSACTIONS  lU  tUDTA. 

pire.  The  pofthumous  fon  of  Narrain  Row  hfA 
iruftrated  the  machinations  of  Ragoba^  who 
wiflied  to  have  extinguiihed  his  brother^s  line. 
The  infant  being  forthwith  prdclaimed  Peiihwd^ 
Saccaram  Pundit^  and  Nana  Furnefe,  were  confti- 
tuted  the  afling  miniilers  or  regents  for  carrying 
on  the  affairs  of  ftat^  in  his  name^  Nor  were  the 
(>artizans  of  Ragoba  inattentive  to  the  various 
ihapes  which  the  afpeft  of  public  bofinefs  was'ac^ 
cuftomed  to  affume,  under  fcenes  thus  fluduating 
and  embroiled.  By  artfully  inflaming  the  proud 
ambitious  views  of  the  feveral  chiefs,  and  ex* 
citing  their  perfonal  jealdufies  againft  each  other/ 
they  kept  the  minifterial  party  in  a  perpetual  fer- 
ment, and  rendered  many  of  their  moil  efientia] 
exertions  in  the  fervice  of  the  public  cklious  or 
abortive4 

The  propofitions,  which  Upton  laid  before  thd 
Durbar,  were  not  altogether,  6r  at  once,  uneX'^ 
ceptionable^  The  temerity  of  the  prefidency  hi 
Bombay  had  offended  the  miniiters,  ailmoft  be^ 
yond  the  poifibility  of  forgivenefs.  The  compH-* 
cated  fyftem,  under  which  the  Engliih  aded,  pro-* 
,bably  ftruck  them  as  precarious  and  equivocal^ 
T*hey  had  feen  the  favourite  meafures  of  the  Bom- 
bay gentlemen  controlled  by  the  fupreme  cdun-^ 
cil  of  Bengal.  Thefe  they  knew  to  be  no  more? 
than  the  fervants  of  a  trading  company,  who, 
in  common  with  the  whole  body  they  employed,' 
were  refponfible  for  whatever  they  did  to  tlic 
Britiih  legiflature*    Involved  in  a  variety  of  fuch 
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embafcaSiQg  circumilanjces^  they  regarded^  at 
kaft  10  the  firft  ioftaiice,  the.  overtures  of  the  fu« 
preme  council,  with  a  refer-ve  which  bordered  oo 
averfioiu  A  debate  immediately  aroie  in  the  Durr 
bar,  from  Colonel  Upton  being  inftriufted  to  infill 
on  the  fignatures  of  all  the  chiefs,  Indiyidually^ 
4bo  whatever  engagements  might  take  place  betweea 
them.  The  minifterial  party,  though  obvioufly 
ftrong,  feemed  yet  not  a  little  defirous  to  haftei^ 
the  conclufion  of  a  peace*  The  condud  of  the 
Bomlsay  forces  appeared  to  them,  however,  nor 
ivitfaout  fufpicion.  They  inililed  the  more  ex* 
pticitly  on  the  equivocal  fituation  of  ours,  that 
they  gave  the  mod  fatisfying  afiurances,  that  the 
behaviour  of  their  own  was  ftrid:ly  pacific.  The 
prefidency  of  Bombay,  at  the  fame  time,  as  if 
they  intended  utterly  to  deftroy  every  fymptom  of 
returning  friendfliip,  advifed  Ragoba  to  accom- 
pany the  &ritiih  troops,  with  fuch  of  his  army  as 
fae  might  be  able  to  maintain,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
evil  effeds  of  a  feparation.  They  were  alfo  pre- 
vailed upon,  by  his  earned:  entreaties,  to  agrec^ 
that  both  armies  ihould  remain  at  Corrade,  a  place 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Surat,  belonging  to  the 
Nitbob,  until  orders  ftill  more  peremptory  ihould 
'arrive  from  Bengal ;  as  Ragoba  might  be  totally" 
deferred  when  thus  abandoned  by  them.  Thefir 
motions  of  the  troops  were  by  no  nreans  calculated 
tQ  facilitate  the  negociation,  or  reconcile  the  !Mar- 
tattos  to  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  declarations 
of  Eogliihmen.     Indeed,  they   had  been  taught 
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to  expe£t  that  Colonel  Upton  was  empowered  to 
treat  with  them  on  equal  terms^  without  making 
any  demands  whatever.    They  were  much  againft 
allowing  the  further    pofleffion  of  Salfette,    or 
agreeing  to  the  furrender  of  Bafletn*    They  pro- 
bably did  not  conceive  it  poffible,  that, .  without 
a  better  claim^  our  commiffioner  could  be  author 
rized  to  urge  a  condition^  which  in  the  efiimatioa 
of  common  juftice  was  abfurd    and  ridiculous. 
And  they  afked  him^  as  he  obferves,  a  thoufand 
times,  why  we  made  fuch  profeffions  of  hcuiour, 
and  difproved  the  war  entered  into  by  the  Bombay 
government,  while  fo  defirous  of  availing  our* 
felves  of  its  advantages.     They  fay,  the  governor- 
general  and  council  of  Calcutta  have  deputed  you 
to  negociate  with  us  on  terms  honourable  to  both 
nations,  yet  all  advantage  and  honour  is  confined 
to  yourfelves. 

He  informed  the  board,  that  he  muft  be  fatif- 
fied  with  a  fadory  inftead  of  Baflein ;  that  he 
ihould  infift  on  retaining  Salfette,  though  an  end 
to  the  treaty  ihould  follow  their  refufal  of  an  ac- 
quiefcence ;  that  they  acknowledged  no  grants  in 
any  part  of  the  Guzurat  to  be  valid  but  their 
own;  that  a  certain  ftipend,  and  number  of  at- 
tendants, would  be  allowed  to  Ragoba ;  and  that 
the  frequent  reports,  of  the  deplorable  fituation 
to  which  the  reigning  party  were  reduced,  were 
lyifounded,  as  they  ftill  had  a  numerous  anhy, 
no  want  of  money,  and  were  in  alliance  with  the 
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Ni^am,    who  had   latdy  fent  a  large  body   of 
horfe  to  join  their  forces. 

'    Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  ftill   at  Calcutta,  repeat- 
ing, both  in  public  and  private,  the  fame  ftale 
unavailing  plea  againft  the  majority,   which  bad 
brought  him  from   Bombay,  embraced  this  op- 
.portunity  of  giving  into  the  board  a  frefli  remon- 
.ftrance ;  in  which  he  roundly  adopted  the  confi- 
dent aflertions  of  the  prefidency,  concerning  the 
favourable  fituation  of  Ragoba's  affairs ;  and  fup- 
ported  their  arguments  for  preferring,  even  on 
political  motives,  a  treaty  with  him,  to  any  that 
might  be  fettled  with  his  opponents.     And  that 
he  might  defeat  the  impreffions  ^f  Colonel  Up- 
ton's   reprefentations,     he    adds   with    peculiar 
ibii^wdnefs,    *^  that  the    colonel  dated  from  the 
"  fort  of  Poorunder,  where  he  is  furrounded  by 
*^  the  nxinifters  and  their  creatures,  whofe  intereft 
it  is  to  mifinform  him  with  refpeft  to  their  own 
Arength  and  importance,  and  to  fecrete  from 
him  every  circumftance  favourable  to  R^goba 
and  his  parti2:ans«    Their   patience,  fkill  and 
diffimulation,  in  conducing  political  negocia- 
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^^  tions,  are  well  known  in  India.  It  is  almbft  ufelefs 
**  to  infift  on  the  different  credulity  that  is  due  to 
*^  the  information  coUeded  under  thefe  difadvan- 
**  tages,  and  thofe  communicated  by  gentlemen 
'^  in  whofe  honour  you  have  a  fecurity  from  in- 
'*  tentional  deceit,  and  whofe  caution  is  war- 
**  ranted  by  the  danger  they  incur,  Ihould  their 
^\  ill^grounded  intelligence  miflcad  you  into  mea-. 
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"  fures  that  might  not  otherwife  be  deemed  ex- 

*'  pedient/* 

This  tirefome  negociation  being  procraftinatcd 
to  fuch  a  length,  as  rendered  the  pacific  inten- 
tions of  the  Poonah  miniftry  fufpicious,  even 
to  the  majority,  it  was,  at  laft  unanimoufly 
agreed,  by  the  governor-general  and  council,  to 
diredt  Colonel  Upton,  in  cafe  he  had  not  already 
.  concluded  a  treaty,  to  conform  to  his  former  in- 
ftrudions ;  and  that,  if  the  Poonah  government 
did  not  accede  to  the  overtures  implied  in  thefe, 
he  ihould  demand  his  difmifBon,  and  retire  to 
Bombay  within  fix  days  after  the  receipt  of  thefe 
orders.  The  Very  next  day,  however,  a  letter 
was  received  by  the  board  from  Colonel  Upton, 
which  informed  them,  that  all  hope  of  conclud- 
ing a  treaty  was  at  an  end.  The  fupreme  coun- 
cil immediately  refolved,  that  though  the  abrupt 
declaration  of  the  miniftry  might  be  only  a  feint, 
to  try  what  impreffion  it  might  make  on  the 
colonel's  mind  to  fupport  a  renewal  of  the  war, 
it  was  neceffary  to  provide  the  means  of  condud- 
ing  it  with  the  greateft  probability  of  fuccefs.  They 
were  at  the  fame  time  agreed  to  acquaint  the 
feveral  prefidencies,  and  their  different  dependen- 
cies, of  the  hoftile  fituation  to  which  the  afRiirs 
of  the  Company  were  reduced.  To  the  prefident 
and  council  of  Bombay  in  particular,  while  they 
declared  themfelves  not  refponfible  for  the  mea-» 
fures  which  had  involved  the  Company  in  this 
quarrel,  they  jeleafcd  that  government  from  the 
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Teftridions  which  they  had  laid  upon  the  opera- 
tions of  their  army,  and  authorized  them  to  give 
the  moft  eifeftual  fupport  to  Ragoba,  inftruftlng 
them  to  affign  the  command  of  the  troops  to  Ge- 
neral Gordon,  whom  alone  they  deemed  fit  to  be 
iotrufted  with  a  charge  of  fuch  confequence. 

All  thefe  preparatory  refolutions  for  war,  how- 
ever, by  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Up- 
ton, dated  the  24th  of  February  [1776]  were 
converted  into  an  immediate  determination  to 
revoke  them,  as  he  informed  the  board,  that  cer- 
tain articles  were  agreed  upon  between  him  and 
the  minifters,  which  would  be  ready  for  tranf- 
miiSion  in  a  few  days.  Thefe  were  difpatched  from. 
Poonah,  to  the  fuprcme  government,  the  firfl:  of 
the  following  month  ;  when  the  colonel  acquainted 
them  of  feveral  particulars  in  regard  to  the  difficul- 
ties he  had  experienced  in  arranging  the  plan, 
the  terms,  and  the  ftile  of  the  pacification,  and  of 
the  further  fleps  he  ihould  take  in  accomodating 
all  remaining  points  of  doubt  or  difference,  efpe- 
pially  the  queftion  about  the  ceffion  made  by 
Futty  Sing  in  the  Guzurat  country* 

The  advantageous  acquifitions  which  were  fe^- 
cured  to  th^  Company  by  this  treaty,  were  Salfettc 
and  the  adjacent  iilands  in  the  bay  of  Bombay, 
the  city  and  Purgunnah  of  Broach,  without  par*- 
ticipation  or  claim  of  any  kind,  and  a  copfiderablc 
di(tn&  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  whole  pro- 
duced above  an  hundred  thoufand  pctqnds  of  clear 
,^nn\x^   revenue.      It   difannuUed    all  preceding 
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treaties  made  by  the  Bombay  council  with  Ragoba 
of  Futty  Sing;  revoked  the  fcveral  ceflions  of 
thofe  chiefs  to  the  Engliih ;  obliged  ,the  troops  of 
Ragoba  to  difperfe,  and  our's  to  retire  within  the 
limits  of  the  prefidency  ;  provided  him  with  an 
afylum  in  the  heart  of  the  Marratto  dominions,  a 
body  guard,  domeftics,  and  a  revenue  adequate  to 
his  rank ;  bound  up  the  Engliih  from  affording 
him,  or  any  perfon  difturbing  the  peace  of  the 
Marratto  ftates,  the  lead  fupport  or  countenance 
whatever ;  and  engaged  to  indemnify  the  Company 
for  the  expences  occafioned  by  the  war,  with  the 
fum  of  twelve  lacks,  to  be  paid  within  two  years. 

This   treaty,    notwithftanding  the  many    folid 
advantages  which  it  conferred  on  the  Company, 
^as  deemed  by  the  Bombay  council  inadequate, 
and  highly  injurious  to  the  reputation  and  intereft 
of  the  Engliih,  in  that   part  of  India.     General 
Gordon  and  Colonel  Upton,  however,  who  confi* 
dered  difintereftedly  what  ought  reafonably  to  have 
been  expeded,  from  an  impartial  iattention  to  the 
unjuftifiable  circumftances  of  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  the  war,  the  ill  management  of  it  under  the 
command  of  the   troops  employed,  the  want  of 
Tcfources  for  carrying  it  on,  the  ftate  of  contend* 
ing   parties,  and  the  fentiments  of  the  Company, 
thought  it  fufficiently  honourable  and  expedient. 
Indeed,  upon  the  principles  aflumed  in  reafoning 
againft  it,  no  political  reputation  can  ever  be  valid, 
as  it  can  never  be  equally  fatisfaftory  to  both  par- 
ties.    Though  the  war  may  have  left  us  in  a  fitu- 
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ation  to  Jnfift  on  higher  terms,  it  was  a  war  into 
which  we  had  not  been  provoked  by  the  Marrattos; 
-The  injury  was  given  by  us,  and  juftice  re* 
quired  that  we  fliould  have  redreffed  the  wrongs 
we  inflidted. 

But,  from  the  great  x:ontrariety  of  opinions 
•mong  the  various  parties  concerned,  it  was  not 
very  likely  that  the  peace  would  be  lafting.  la 
proportion  as  the  Poonah  miniftjy  were  (blicitous 
to  carry  into  execution  the  agreement  ftipulated, 
the  Bombay  council  hefitated,  magnified  the  dif- 
ficulties of  an  immediate  compliance  with  the 
mandate  of  the  fupreme  board,  and  procraftinated 
in  every  ftep  they  took  to  fulfil  their  part  of  the 
engagement*  Rdgoba  confidered  himfelf  as  fold 
to  his  enemies,  iA  whofe  cuftody  he  was  placed  by 
the  treaty,  without  any  pledge  or  fecurity  for  his 
(afety.  The  refideftce  ftipulated  for  him  by  the 
Poonah  miniftry  ftruck  him  as  a  prifon,  where 
their  creatures  only  were  to  furround  him,  and 
where  it  would  be  impoffible  to  prevent  their  dif- 
pofing  of  him,  whenever  it  might  fuit  their  pur- 
pofes,  as  they  pleafed.  Thefe  apprehenfions  were 
undoubtedly  heightened  by  a  confcioufnefs  of  whfit 
he  deferved,  and  what  might  be  (b  eafily  perpe- 
.trated  by  thofe  who  pofleffed  fimilar  principles  to 
his  own.  He  therefore  refufed  to  accept  of  the 
terms  in  which  he  was  included,  and  thought 
himfelf  entitled  to  an  afylum  in  one  of  the  Com- 
pany's fettlements.  The  prcfidency  of  Bombaiy, 
in  their  diipatches  to  Bengal  of  the  '^otK  x)f 
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March,  preffecl  the  requifitions  of  their  ally>  on  the 
fuperior  council,  with  great  earneftnefs.  In  their 
opinion,  he  Ihould  have  been  given  an  option  in  the 
ation  of  his  refidence  :  Nor  would  the  miniftets 
have  objefted  to  it  without  a  finifter  intention. 
He  would  have  proved  an  ufeful  inftrument  for 
keeping  the  Marrattos  in  awe.  But,  circumftaliced 
as  he  was  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder,  he  was  now 
determined  to  appeal  to  the  juftice  of  the  honour- 
able Company,  and  await  their  determination  at 
Bombay.  They  lamented  the  dereliftion  of  the 
advantages  fecured  by  the  treaty  of  Surat,  and 
predi£led  the  lofs.of  the  Guicawar  diftrifts* 

This  intelligence  created  ftrong  debates,  in  the 
fuprcme  council.    One  party  prefaged,  from  the 
obftinacy  of  the  Bombay  prcfidency,  a  renewal  of 
the  war,  which  they  were  fincerely  anxious  to  pre- 
vent.    The  other,  by  habitually  apologizing  for 
the  conduft  of    thefe  gentlemen,-  and  partially 
adopting  their  cenfures  of  the  treaty,  feemed  ra- 
ther intent  on  precipitating  that  event.     Before 
any  Aite&  reply  could  be  framed  to  the  Bombay 
letter,  frelh  information  was  received  from  Colo- 
nel  Upton,    of  a  nature  ftill  more  ferious  and 
alarming.     He  ftated  the  peculiar  uneafmefs  wluch 
the  mcafurcs  of  the  Bombay  council  produced  ia 
the  Durbar,  that  they  complained  of  Ragoba's 
being  permitted  io  feck  a  refidence  among  the 
EngUlh,.  as  that  circumftance  might  interrupt  the 
harmony  which  it  was  the  intereft  and  inclination 
l>f  both  nations  to  cultivate ;  that  by  our  protract- 
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ing,  or  rather  taking  part  in  the  difputes  between 
them  and  Ragoba^  we  occafioned  the  whole  ex- 
pence  of  keeping  up  an  army,  which,  including 
the  Nizam's  'forces,  amounted  to  thirty  lacks  of 
rupees  per  mofith  ;  that  the  ftile  in  which  Colo- 
nel Keating  had  proclaimed  the  peace,  as  having 
taken  place  between  the  honourable  Company  and 
the  Paonah  minifters^  not  the  Marratto  ftatesy  gave 
the  higheft  offence ;  and  that,  in  defiance  of  every 
delicacy  due  to  the  refpedtive  powers  concerned 
in  this  folemn  tranfaftion,  the  commander  of  our 
troops  had  given  the  promife  of  proteftion  to  Ra- 
goba,  and  propofed  fending  his  elephants,  horfes, 
and  other  articles  of  equipage,  into  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Broach,  under  efcort  of  a  detachment 
from  that  garrifon* 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Subada,  a  perfon 
of  the  Peifliwa  family,  who  was  faid  to  have  been 
flain  in  battle,  and  who  had  been  for  years  im- 
prifoned  in  the  fort  of  Rutnah-Geriah,  had  made 
his  efcape,  and  was  joined  by  feveral  chiefs,  and 
even  by  the  admiral  of  the  Marratto  fleet.  He  had 
pretenfions  alfo  to  the  Peilhwalhip ;  and  though 
thefe  were  foon  effeftually  invalidated,  his  appear- 
ance afforded  an  apology  for  Ragoba  not  difband- 
ing  his  troops,  according  to  the  termj  of  the  late 
treaty.  But  the  true  reafon  was,  that  he  had  no 
money  to  pay  them.  On  this  little  army  moving 
to  the  environs  of  Surat,  it  was  deemed  neceffary, 
with  the  troops  lately  under  the  command  of  Keat- 
ing, to  reinforce  the  garrifons,  that  no  accident 
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might  happen  from  the  vicinity  of  fuch  a  force. 
A  circumftancc  which  excited  newjealoufiesin  the 
Poonah  miniilers^  who  complained  to  Colonel 
Upton,  that  the  Bombay  council  hsd  not  reftored 
the  places  ceded  by  treaty  ;  that  they  had  fupplied 
Ragoba  with  military  ftorcs ;  that,,  as  IJyder  Ally 
had  forced  the  Company  to  fulfil  their  engage^ 
ments,  his  example  would  juftify  their  adoption 
of  the  fame  means ;  and  that,  if  proper  and 
complete  fatisfadtion  was  not  obtained  in  thefe  fe- 
veral  particulars,  they  would  carry  fire  and  fword 
through  all  the  Company's  dominions.  The  prc^ 
fidency  of  Bombay  roundly  denied  thefe  afifertions^ 
and  infilled  that  they  had  fent  to  Surat  and  Broach 
for  delivering  up  the  Purgunnah,  but  no  peribns 
proper  to  receive  them  had  appeared;  that  the 
prefent  fituation  of  Ragoba  was  owing  to  con- 
tingencies which  they  did  not  forefee,  and  for' 
which  they  were  not  accountable  ;  and  that  they 
were  fo  far  from  plotting  to  renew  the  war,  as  to 
refufe  a  junftion  with  the  Nizam,  or  to  pledge  the 
Englifli  faith ;  that  in  reftoring  Ragoba  they 
ihould  not  oppofe  him.  They  recriminated  with 
great  afperity  on  the  Poonah  government,  who,. 
notwithftanding  their  ftrong  pretenfions  of  attach- 
ment to  the  interefts  of  the  Company,  had  yet 
permitted  no  communication  or  intercourfe  with 
their  dominions  ;  that  noperfon  could  come,  even 
with  vegetables  or  provifions,  from  the  neighbour- 
ing ports  ;  that  veflTels  under  Englifc  colours, 
though  feparatcd  from  their  convoy  by  ftrefs  of 
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weather,  had  been  feized  and  carried  into  Gheriah  ; 
that  no  Vakeel  had  been  fent  to  Bombay  with  any 
explanation  of  thefe  tranfaftions;  and  that  their 
connexion  with  Futty  Sing  was  too  much  involved 
and  embarrafled  to  admit  of  an  immediate  ecclair- 
ciflement.  Thus  each  party,  from  an  eager  anx- 
iety, perhaps,  to  Itwffle,  to  overreach,  or  to  pro- 
craftinate,  excufed  themfelves  from  a  literal  com- 
pliance with  the  requifitions  of  the  treaty.  A 
whole  year  was  ^xhaufted  in  a  fruitlefs  difcuiiion 
of  mutual  altercations  and  complaints,  when  1777 
opened,  and  gave  rife  to  a  great  variety  of  new  and 
intereiling  fcenes. 

The  political  ftate  of  affairs,  in  other  quartets 
of  India,  were  more  or  lefs  affedtcd  by  theie 
tranfaAions,  at  this  period.  The  difculfion  of 
many  important  and  intricate  queftions^  which 
-then  fubfifted  between  the  Engliih  and  Marratto 
governments,  was,  no  doubt,,  a  curious  and  in- 
terefting  objeft  of  attention  and  remark  to  all  the 
di£ferent  powers  who  occupy  that  great  theatre 
of  inceffant  hoftility  and*  intrigue.  But  it  rarely 
happens,  when  any  of  the  principal  flates  are  en- 
gaged in  war,  that  the  other  Subahs  or  Rajahs  of 
the  leaft  weight  or  confequence,  frona  contiguity 
of  property,  family  connexion,  or  political  inte- 
reft,  can  wholly,  or  for  any  confiderable  length  of 
time,  preferve  a  ftridl  neutrality. 

The  prefidency  of  St.  George  betrayed  ftrong 
appreheniions  of  hofiile  defigns  from  Hyder  Ally, 
in  conjun&ion  with  the  French^  which  were  onlf 
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allayed  by  the  report  of  his  preparations  being 
chiefly  deftined  againft  the  Marrattos.  Confcious 
of  having  trifled  with  the  juft  requifitions  of  that 
prince,  under  emergencies  of  extreme  neceflity, 
it  was  not  unnatural  to  regard  his  future  motions 
with  peculiar  jealoufy  and  fufpicion.  The  return 
they  had  made  to  his  conficknce  left  them  no 
room  to  place  any  in  him.  Ever  fince  a  fliort 
time  after  the  peace  he  concluded  with  them, 
when  the  board  withheld  thofe  fuccours  which  he 
thought  himfelf  entitled  to  expeft,  and  which  the 
exigencies  of  his  affairs  impelled  him  to  demand, 
he  made  no  fcruple  of  avowing  a  ftedfaft  anti- 
pathy to  our  intereft.  The  misfortunes  of  that 
war,  in  which  he  loft  his  army,  and  a  confider- 
able  part  of  his  dominions,  he  has  uniformly 
charged  to  our  breach  of  engagement.  Indeed, 
he  had  left  no  arguments  unapplied,  no  meafures 
unaflayed,  which  could  excite  the  Engliih  to  aflift 
him  in  repreffing  the  formidable  growth  of  the 
Marratto  empire,  at  a  time  when,  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  Madarow,  it  Aenaced  the  independence 
of  every  power  on  the  continent  of  India.  But 
the  prefidency  of  Madras  feemed  then  equally  in- 
different to  his  intereft  and  their  own.  Fortune 
had,  however,  interpofed  that  relief,  by  the  death 
of  the  young  Marratt6  hero,  who,  by  the  philo- 
fophical  virtues  of  prudence,  moderation,  and 
military  condudb,  had,  before  he  reached  the 
twenty -fifth  year  of  his  age,  reduced  -even  Hydcr 
Ally   nearly  to  his  original  infignifieance.    But 
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that  event,  the  fubfequent  difcuffions  in  the  Dur- 
bar, and,  moft  of  all,  the  ftrenuous  conteft  which 
had  ft)  long  fubfifted  between  the  Poonah  miniflry 
and  the  Engliih,  gave  Hyder  time,  by  attending 
to  the  domeftic  regulation  of  his  various  domi- 
nions, to  the  improvement  of  his  finances,  and  to 
the  Hate  oF  his  army,  to  recover  much  of  his 
former  confequence.  While  our  connexion  with 
Ragoba  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  he  difcovered  no 
fmall  degree  of  diftruft  and  refentment  againft  us, 
by  warning  that  unfortunate  prince  againft  re- 
pofing  too  much  confidence  in  his  new  allies^ 
and  ferioufly  apprifing  him  of  what  he  muft  ex- 
peft  from  our  finifter  and  faithlefs  condudt.  He 
was  then  fufpe<fted  of  tampering  with  the  mini- 
iterial  party  and  Nizam,  to  the  difadvantage  of 
Ragoba  and  his  allies.  He  neverthelefs  afterwards 
ai&fted  that  prince  with  money  ;  and  the  reigning 
Peifliwa  not  only  *  threatened  retaliation,  but  aftu- 
ally  detached  a  confiderable  body  of  Marratto  ca- 
valry into  the  Myfore  country,  where  they  com- 
mitted fuch  ravages  and  devaftation,  as  impelled 
Hyder  to  fend  the  flower  of  his  army,  under  his 
ion  Tippo  Saib,  to  oppofe  their  progrefs. 

During  the  hoftilities  which  fubfifted  between 
the  Bombay  prefidency  and  the  Poonali  Marrattos, 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  had  been  much  folicited  by 
the  latter  to  aflift,  by  his  mediation,  in  procur- 
ing a  peace  with  the  former.  They  had,  how- 
ever, pending  the  embafly  of  Colonel  Upton,  re- 

fufed  their  acquiefcencc  with  the  articles  propofed 
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in  his  ftwwir.  They  alledged,  that  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore,  a  re!«tion  of  the  Ram  Rajah,  had  been 
wantonly  difpoffeffed  of  his  country,  and  dripped 
of  whatever  was  valuable  or  dear  to  him ;  and 
that  it  was  impofEble  for  them  to  treat  \2pon 
any  terms  of  conceffion  with  the  Nabob,  until 
after  the  reftoration  of  the  Marratto  prince.  This 
event  had  now  taken  place ;  and  though  the  incli- 
nation of  Mahommed  Ally  had  not  been  much  con- 
fulted  in  the  bufinefs,  his  acquiefcence^  whether 
voluntary  or  not,  rendered  him  fo  much  lefs  an 
objeft  of  refentment  to  the  Poonah  miniftry.  In- 
deed, his  inveterate  enmity  to  Hyder  Ally  recon- 
ciled him,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  Marrar- 
tos,  who,  before  their  late  troubles,  had  been 
that  heroes  moft  formidable  opponents.  It  will 
appear,  in  the  progrefs  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  that 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  was,  by  this  time,  confidered 
as  of  but  little  importance  to  the  Company,  as  an 
ally;  and  therefore  could  be  regarded  by  other 
powers  as  no  very  formidable  enemy. 

It  has  been  the  general  policy  of  the  Subah  of 
the  Deccan  to  watch  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune 
among  the  various  belligerent  powers  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  to  convert,  by  all  the  means  in  his 
power,  every  change  or  contingency  to  his  ovva 
emolument.  He  had  lately  detached  a  large  body 
of  troops  to  join  the  miniflerial  army  ;  but  it  was 
well  known  he  did  not  wifli  them  to  be  engaged 
in  adtion,  efpecially  againft  the  Britilh  forces.  He 
was  even  forward  in  propofing  a  plan  of  hoftile 
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iSnion  againft  the  very  powers  with  whom  he  was 
apparently  conneAed  in  the  clofeft  alliance. 

So  cautious,  and  perhaps  equivocal,  had  the 
conduft  of  Moodajec  Boonila  hitherto  been,  that, 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1777,  he  was  gene- 
rally imagined  to  have  been  well  difpofed  to  the? 
caufe  of  Ragoba.  He  then,  however,  fignified  to  tho 
governor-general,  in  the  courfe  of  their  corref- 
pondence,  his  determination  of  fending  Rajagee^ 
his  fon,  to  vifit  the  Peilhwa,  as  a  meafute  which 
their  long  friendlhip  had  rendered  abfolutely  ne*- 
ceflary.  He  ftationed,  however,  a  Vakeel  at  Cal* 
tutta,  and  otherwife  cultivated  the  cordial  friend- 
lhip of  the  Company  with  much  apparent  fincerity 
and  folicitude.  But,  if  the  iniinuations  of  the 
Nizam  were  true,  thefe  profeflions  were  only  in« 
tended  to  difguifc  his  dcfigns  of  fuddenly  urging 
his  demand  of  chout,  from  the  province  of  Ben- 
gal,^ at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army. 

The  politics  of  Sindia  and  Holkar  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  quarrels  and  intrigues,  conftantly 
veered  with  their  intereft.  This  was  the  great 
unerring  ftandard  by  which  all  their  public  and 
private  preferences  and  mcafures  were  uniformly 
regulated.  Ragoba  had  often  repeated  his  reliance 
upon  their  declarations  in  his  favour;  but  he 
found- himfelf  at  laft  the  fport  of  their  convenience 
and  intrigue.  They  were  now  openly  engaged  in 
ineafurcs  diametrically  oppofite  to  his  intereft. 
They  appear,  at  the  fame  time,  to  have  proved 

very 
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very  troublcfome*  and  alarming  neighbours  to  the 
Vizier  and  territories  of  Oude. 

The  circumftances  of  the  young  Vizier,  who 
had  lately  fucceeded  to  that  important  and  con- 
fpicuous  fituation  by  the  death  of  his  father,  Suja 
ul  Dowlah,  were  critical  and  delicate.  At  the  head 
of  a  powerful  army,  poffeffed  of  immenfe  reve- 
nues, add  invefted  with  the  government  of  an  ex- 
fenfive  and  populous  territory,  he  found  himfelf, 
notwithftanding,  the  fplendid  Have  of  a  few  mer- 
chants. His  pretenfions  to  the  Vizierat  had  met 
with  fome  interruptions ;  but  the  intereft  of  the 
Company  in  his  favour  left  his  competitors  no 
chance  of  fuccefs.  On  this  occaiion,  the  fituation 
and  condu6t  of  Shaw  AUum  was  naturally  marked 
with  doubt  and  irrefolution.  Nor  did  he  feem  at 
laft  to  aft  with  cordial  or  fincere  attachment,  when 
he  fent  an  ambaflador,  in  the  month  of  April 
[1776]  to  iuveft  the  Nabob  ul  Dowlah  with  the 
Kilaat.  Accounts  were  foon  after  received  at 
Calcutta  of  frequent  alarms  from  the  hoftilc  ap- 
pearance of  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Corah.  It 
was  apprehended,  that  the  king,  the  Marrattos, 
the  Sieks,  and  the  Rohillas,  were  confederated  to 
invade  the  dominions  of  Oude.  A  defenfive  alli- 
ance with  the  Nabob  Nudj  iff  Cawn  was  therefore 
propagated,  and  adopted  as  a  meafure  which 
afforded  the  moft  prpbable  fecurity  againft  the 
fudden  incurfions  or  depradations  of  the  enemy. 
This  chief  was  then  carrying  on  a  kind  of  deful- 
tory  warfare  with  various  tribes  of  Marrattos  and 

Jauts, 


-    TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA.        303 

Jauts,  who  infefted  the  vicinity  of  his  and  the  Vi- 
zier's dominions.  He  was,  at  the  fame  time, 
much  diftrefled  for  money  to  pay  his  army.  The 
confidence  which  the  king  had  formerly  repofcd 
in  him  was  fenfibly  diminiflied.  Nor  were  the  miC- 
fortunes  of  this  degraded  emperor  in  any  degree 
abated.  The  embarraffments  which  he  owed  to 
the  cabals  of  his  court,  and  the  inceflant  dif- 
appolntments  he  fuffered  from  abortive  expeda- 
tions  of  relief,  vifibly  aifefted  his  conduft.  The 
profpcd  before  him  was  the  more  unpleafant  that 
his  tried  friend,  NudjifFCawn,  however  unable  or 
unwilling,  in  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  afFairs,  to 
affift  him,  was  the  only  perfon,  notwith (landing 
the  preference  given  to  his  rivals,  to  whom  his 
majefty  could  have  any  hopes  of  ultimately  apply- 
ing with  fuccefs. 

Such  was  the  political  pofture  of  affairs  in  the 
continent  of  India,  on  the  conclufion  of  the  firft, 
and  the  eve  of  the  fecond  Marratto  war.  But, 
though  all  the  great  powers  had  the  addrefs  to 
feign  a  perfedl  acquiefcence  for  the  prefent  in 
this  apparent  tranquillity,  the  fiend  of  difcord  was 
already  at  work,  and  a  plot  framing  in  the  dark 
receffes  of  ambition,  which,  by  treachery,  teme- 
rity, and  perfeverance,  was  foon  to  involve  the 
whole  empire  in  one  general  and  ruthlefs  fcene  of 
ciimage  and  defolation.  Who,  that  has  not  an 
heart  of  ftone,  but  muft  commiferate  the  hap- 
lefs  deftiny  of  man,  by  which  millions  of  innocent 
people  are  the  daily  vi<^ms  of  that  caprice  and 
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cnMky  iwhkk  originate  only  ;with  their  leaders ! 
Thus  are  the  whole  fpecies  doomecj  to  fuffcr 
more  ferious  and  fubftantial  mifery  by  the  foul 
intrigues  of  a  few  urfurpers,  than  from  all  the 
other  plagues  and  difafters  that  depopulate  the 
world. 
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CHAPTER      IX. 

Intrigues  of  the  Bombay  Prefidemy — Origtn  and  Com'- 
mencement  of  the  Second  Mafratto  fVar — March  of 
the  Bengal  Detachment  through  the  interior  Countries 
of  India — Failure  of  the  Bombay  Expedition — Gene^ 
ral  Goddard  refufes  to  accede  to  the  Treaty  of  tVor^ 
gaum — The  projeSkd  Negociation  With  the  Rajah 
ofBerar  abortive — New  Alliances  with  Futty  Sing  and 
the  Rannah  of  Ghod — A  general  Confederacy  formed 
againfi  the  Fjiglifh — The  Conqueji  of  the  Guzurat^^ 
Popham^s  brilliani  Expedition  in  thi  Province  of 
Ghod. 

X  WO  events  had  occurred  before  the  lattef 
end  of  1777,  which,  by  a  feries  of  rapid  confe* 
quences,  involved  more  or  lefs,  in  general  and 
promifcuous  hoftility,  all  the  nations  of  Indoftan. 
The  power  of  the  majority  in  the  fuperior  govern- 
ment of  Bengal  was  annihilated  by  the  death  of 
Colonel  Manfon  and  General  Clavering,  and  a 
commiflloner  from  the  court  of  Verfailles  had  made 
his  appearance  at  Poonah.  The  firft  of  thefe  con- 
tingencies  had  coniigned,  into  the  hands  of  the 
governor-general,  that  uncontrollable  authority, 
which  the  ambiguity  of  the  fecond  tempted  him 
$9  exert  in  reviving  and  carrying  into  effeft  a 
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fyftem,  which  now  operated  with  the  greater 
energy  for  having  been  fo  long  fufpended.  A 
fcene  of  indifcriminate  animofity  and  (laughter 
foon  followed  the  dcvelopcment  of  thofe  politics 
which  this  change  of  meafures  occafioned.  No 
regard,  at  kafl  in  the  firft  inftance,  was  paid  to 
contiguity  of  fituation,  to  the  merit  or  demerit  of 
national  character,  to  habits  of  ancient  or  fami- 
liar intcrcourfe,  or  even  to  a  fimilarity  of  cuf- 
toms,  manners,  laws,  or  religion.  Europeans  in 
almoft  every  battle  fought  againft  Europeans ! 
Hindoos,  Mahommedans,  andChriflans,  were  every 
where  alike  objefts  of  mutual  and  undiftinguiflied 
rnaffacre  1  Nor  was  it  until  the  laft  ftage  of  this 
dwftil  contlift,  that  a  general  confederacy  was 
formed  for  exterminating  that  party,  wlio  had 
thus  foully  embroiled  the  reft. 
'  The  Bombajr  council  continued  to  entertain  the 
moft  Gordiftl  deteftation  of  the  late  treaty.  It 
had  quaihed  all  thofe  fanguine  e3cped:atioQS  of 
territorial  acquiiitien,  which  filled  their  imagina* 
tions  and  prompted  their  ambition.  Mr.  Moftyn 
fuccaeeded  Colonel  Upton  as  rcfident  at  the  Dur^ 
bar;  and  apprifed"  the  prefidency  that  St.^Lu- 
bin,  the  French  agent,  was  arrived  at  Foonah,  and 
received  with  every  poflible  mark  of  refped.  And 
though  the  miniflers  had  repeatedly  protefted  that 
nothing  wjas  intended  againft  the  Company'^  inte« 
reft.  Very  (erious  confequences  were  apprehended 
from  his  influence  and  intrigues^  efpecially  in  the 
cyent  of  a  French  war,  Prqpofals  being  at  the  fame 
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tune  (uggefted  by  feme  dlfcontented  ckkfs  in  &raur 
<yf  Ragoba,  the  prefidency  entered  into  tbe  fchefnt 
with  alacrity.  Their  agents  were  forthwith  em« 
powered  to  commence  a  aegocifttimi  widi  tht 
|>rincipai  confpirators,  and  difpatchts  fawardti, 
to  the  fupreme  council  for  their  conciirreiice  afi4 
fupport.  The  governor-general,  no  longer  thwarted 
t>y  an  obftinate  majority,  not  only  embraced  the 
flneafure,  but  determined  to  facilitate  its  executioii 
by  M  immediate  difpatch  both  of  men  and  m^ 
fiey.  Previous  to  this  intelligence,  he  had  de-* 
Tifed  4tnd  facought  forwin'd  a  pltt  for  improvhig 
the  peace  t>f  Poorunder,  in  which  the  Mafrattoi 
were  required  to  give  Ragoba  fock  fecurky  fbf 
his  perfonal  ^afei^  as  he  could  refy  on  witll 
iconfidence ;  to  rdmburfe  all  thofe  tmlitary  charge 
which  might  be  incurred  on  his  behalf;  to  cede 
in  perpetuity  die  fortrefs  and  tfland  of  Batfein, 
with  feveral  other  fpecified  grants  and  exchanges 
^  land  on  the  continent,  to  the  Company ;  a^ 
to  allow  no  European  fettlement  in  any  part  of 
cheir  dominions,  wkhout  ^e  knowledge  and  cotn^ 
Cent  of  the  fu^reme  counciL 

The  idea  in  which  thefe  arbitrary  propofitioM 
feems  to  have  originated  was  not  wefl  founded. 
It  was  evidently  fabricated  on  falle  or  imperfeft 
information.  And  deception  is  perhaps  the  moft 
favourably  apology  of  which  the  failure  will  ad- 
mit. But,  from  the  moment  that  Ae  prefidency 
were  poffefied  with  the  iheans  of  profecutii^  the 
fmx  dSbfihiallj,  their  inclifiadoiii  for  peace  re* 
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turned,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  fitperior  council 
prged  and  exemplified  the  mqft  prompt  ^nd  rpiri{^4 
exertipnSf  New  inflrui^ions  were  inftantly  tfanC- 
piitted  to  Bombay,  that,  other  and  more  peremp- 
tory requifitions  might  be  made  on  the  ruling 
party  in  the  Poonah  adpiiniftratipn.  Thefe  wcr« 
intended  to  f^ibftanti^pe  the  conditions  which  had 
beien  fqrqierly  ftaj;ed  ^s  the  foupdation  of  a  nevf 
^greenient,  and  a  refufal  to  any  one  of  them  was 
to  be.  conftrued  ii^tq  a  formal  a;id  deliberate  in-: 
fraAion  of  phe  peace.  Such  extraprdinary  demand; 
announced  in  fuch  arrogant  terms,  and  accom* 
panied  with  fuch  menaces^  would  have  been  re- 
garded ai^d  fefented  by  all  independent  ftates 
^s  tantgipount  to  a  declaration  of  war.  The  prefi- 
dency  of  Bombay  were  likewife  allowed  a  difcre- 
tionary  power  qf  entering  into  further  articles 
with  Ragpba^i  according  to  fhe  exigence  or  exr 
pediency  of  the  fituatiqn  and  views  under  whic^ 
he  niight  a&.  But  it  was  very  cautioufly  futr 
mifedy  that,  notwithftand^ng  the  favourable  af? 
pe£t  wl^ich  thefe  arrangements  bore  to  his  affairs^ 
pbjeds  much  more  fubftantial  and  extenlive  wene 
Iflltimately  iq  yiew. 

It  is  not  vpry  eafy  tp  conceive  by  what  other  or 
more  effeftual  meafures  the  fervants  of  the  com^. 
pany  f quid  have  forced  the  Marrattos  tp  relin-^ 
quiih  (heir  pacific  intention  s«  So  (Irqng  was  their 
averfiqq  tp  a  breach  with  the  Englifli,  that  they 
|iad  abfqlutely  given  up  the  point  of  Ragoba's 
Iji^fid^ace  among  them«  They  were  iatisfied  to  leavf^ 
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under  our  protedibn,  on*  conditioQ  that. he 
-Ihould  fettle  at  Benares,^  at  that  time  the  mdft  eln 
gible,  the  moil  learned,  and  one  of  the  moft  fre- 
quented cities  in  India,  as  he  could  not;  thus  rch 
inotely  circumftahced,  fo^  effe&ually  difturb  the 
harmony  of  government  b^  his  projefts  and  in- 
trigues, lii  that  cafe  they  promifcd  to  endow  him 
with  an  annuity  for  life  of  fixty  thoiifand  pouhdsi 

It  was  now  that  the  Tupreme  council  conceived^ 
the  great  defign  of  marching  a  ftrohg  military 
detachment  through  the  interior  countf  ies.  of  this 
immenfe  Continent,    as   a  demonftration  to  the 
pbtentatet  of  India,  that   the  harmony  of  the 
Britiih  fettlemcnts,  however  fcattcred  or  remote 
from  each  other>  would  on  every  emergency  be 
adequate   to  the  general  fafety.     This   meafurc: 
was  ibenuoufly  oppofed,    as  obliging  an  army^  - 
with  no  incdnfiderable  train  of  artillfcry,  to  trj^" 
verfe  cduntries  hitherto  unknown,  to  encounter 
difficulties  of  the  nature,  number  and  extttit  of 
which  no  eftimate  could  be  formed;  to  invade 
the  territories  of  a  power  with  whom  we  affefted 
to  be  on  terms  of  amity  ;  to  rifquie  the  refentment 
of  many  populous  iind  hoftile  nations,  who  might 
take  that  opportunity  of  avenging  their  wrbiigs  ; 
to  increafe  the  jealouiies   alreddy   fubfiftlng  be- 
tween the   Btitiih  and  Marratto  interefts  ;  and  to 
heighten  that  envy  and  bdiUiti  which  our  ambi- 
tion, rapidity,  and  intrigues  had  already  excited. 
*rhefe  Cbjedidns  were  however    overruled^  ^and 
the  detachments  which,  including  five  hundred 
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Candahar  hcxtt,  cpnfifted  of  nearly  {even  thou£aid 
-^dStivc  metXj  began  to  oaove  ia  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Corsh  and  Allahabad,  ia  die  beginning 
of  April,  and  arrived  at  the  Marrattb;  frontiers 
aboiflt  the  middle  of  May  [i  7783.  They  pafied  the 
Jumoa^  whichj^  oa  the  north-eaftetn  extsemities^ 
waihes  feveval  countries  tributary  to  the  Msurrattos^ 
in  boots,  and  under  the  fikre  of  their  artillery,. 
as  a  body  of  the  enemy's  horfe  oppofed  them 
da  the  other  fide»  Thefe  tbey  inftantly  dtiP^ 
perfed.  The  town,  and  fort  ot  Culpy  were  ut« 
terly  abandoned  on  their  approach.  There  they 
continued  till  the  3d  of  June,  that  memorable 
day,  on  which,  by  a  fatiguing  march  through 
an  extenitve  countpy,  which  exhibited  only  one 
invariable  fcene  of  naked  concker  as  fiar  as  the  eye 
could  reach,  without  a  tuft  of  verdure,  or  a  drop 
of  water,  betweew^  three  and  four  hundred  men, 
overcome  by  thirft  and  fatigue,  perilhed,  raving 
mad  !  The  army  fpent  nearly  three  months  in  tli« 
dianK>nd  country  of  Bundiecund,  and  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  greatefb  danger  by  interfering  vAch 
the  family  difputes  which  took  place  at  that 
time  among  thofe  who  had  pretenfions  to  the 
Rajahihip.  In  thefe  contefts,  thus  wantonly  fo- 
mentjed,  and  no  doubt  intereftedly  p^otradcd,  the 
city  of  Mow  was  iacked  with  a  barbarity,  for 
which  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  vi&ors  on  that 
accafion  was  a  juft  punifliment. 

Leflie,  wha  had  the  comruand,  died  in  the 
heg^nlng  of  Odober,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Colonel  Goddard,    M  this  time  the  aijpy^  was. 
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confideraMy  reduced,  no  lefs  than  a  tboufand 
fepoys  being  in  the  holpitri.  They  were  now 
attended  by  an  agent  of  Ragoba's,  and  in  his 
name  levied  money,  even  while  every  idea  of 
fupporting  him  was  officially  and  publicly  dif- 
avowed  in  Calcutta.  The  detachment  had 
been  originally  configned  to  the  management 
and  direftion  of  the  Bombay  prefidency;  but, 
under  the  conftrudion  of  having  received  con- 
tradiAory  orders,  ultimately  conduded  themfelves 
by  their  own  difcrction.  Indeed,  one  day  their 
inarch  had  been  countermanded  in  confequence 
ef  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered ;  and  another, 
without  affigning  the  reafon,  they  were  defircd 
fo  proceed.  Poonah,  Bombay,  and  Surat,  y^rere. 
alfo  held  out  on  feparatc  occafions  as  the  objedts 
of  their  deftination. 

This  management,  however,  was  probably  a 
part  of  the  plan  which  the  governor-general  now 
Brought  forward  in  council.  He  propofed  a  treaty 
cjftniive  and  deftnfive  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar, 
that  this  opulent  and  powerful  prince  fliould  be 
ftipported  in  realizing  his  claims  on  the  throne  of 
the  Ram  Rajah,  now  vacant  by  his  late  deceafe 
without  iflue;  and  that  the  whole  force  of  the 
Company  Aould  be  everted  to  eflfefl:  his  eftabliffi- 
tiaenf,  not  only  as  head  of  the  Marratto  empire, 
but  lacfcwife  in  his  pretenfions  to  tbc  Nizamut  of 
the  Deccan.  Mr.  Elliot  war  deputed  to  the  court 
df  Moodajee  Boonfla,  with  full' authority  fwaoconr- 
pliihing  this  important  negociation.  The  caufe  of 
Ragoba  was  prpfcfledly  abandoned     The  prefi-^ 
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dency  of  Fort  St*  George  was  apprifed  of  the  prou. 
jcd,  and  required  to  co-operate,  by  diredting  their 
politics  to  that  events  And  the  detachment,  on 
their  inarch  to  Surat,  was  enjoined  to  regard 
whatever  orders  they  might  receive  from  the  Com* 
pany's  Vakeel  at  the  Durbar  of  Berar,  with  the 
mod  facred  and  implicit  attention. 

Thefe  arrangements,  however,  were  not  effefted 
without  long  and  ftrenuous  oppofition.  The  ab* 
furcflty,  the  impolicy,  the  extravagance  and  im- 
praSicability  of  the  meafure,  were  expofed  and 
criminated  in  termf  of  unequivocal  afperity  and 
eenfure.  It  was  arraigned  as  inconfiftent  with  the 
Company's  orders,  Svho  had  enjoined  the  fuUeft 
•onformity  to  the  treaty  of  Poonah,  and  tending 
to  a  prodigal  wafte  of  their  treafure,  at  a  time 
ivhen  their  affairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  de- 
manded the  mod  rigid  ceconomy  in  every  branch 
of  expenditure.  It  like  wife  involved  a  variety  oi 
inaufpicious  circumftances,  ^t  was  opened  in  a 
crifis  when  the  mother  country  was  under  the  im*- 
mediate  preflure  of  a  war  with  her  colonies,  and 
one  of  the  mod  formidable  confederacies  that 
ever  embroiled  the  powers  of  Europe ;  when  the 
prefidency  of  Bombay  was  in  no  fituation  to  de- 
fend its  own  territories ;  when  the  council  of  Fort 
St.  George  had  infulted  both  Hyder  Ally  and  the 
Nizam  beyond  a'poffibility  of  forgivenefe;  and 
even  when  the  news  of  a  French  war  was  expeded 
,every  moment.  It's  progrefs  and  operations  were 
'Calculated  to  convulfe  the  whole   continent  of 
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India,  and  to  roufe  and  ynke  ^he  indign^ion  of 
all  the  various  awl  oppoiite  powers  in  that  etten^r 
£ve  country.  It  treated  the  Nizam  of  the  Deccan^ 
the  ancient  friend  and  ally  of  the  Company,  with 
a  treachery  which  he  would  not  fail  to  revenge^ 
by  exerting  the  whole  influence  of  his  immenfe 
riches  and  power  in  forming  fuch  a  combination 
againft  an  ambition,  thus  boundlefs  and  infatiable^ 
as  might  ihake  the  Britifli  intereft  to  its  bafis. 
Thefe  arguments  were  refitted,  chiefly  by  the  ad- 
vantages which  were  expeded  from  the  fcbeme^ 
and  the  facility  of  accomglifliing  it ;  the  difap- 
pointment  it  would  give  to  the  French  views  and 
intrigues  at  the  Durbar;  the  mortification  which 
the  Poonah  miniftry  would  experience  from  ^  re- 
volution, by  which  they  mult  be  divefted  of  all 
the  authority  they  had  ufurped ;  the  inviolable 
friendihip  of  the  Berar  Rajah,  whofe  dominions 
would  be  as  ftrong  a  barrier  to  Bengal  on  the  one 
fide,  as  thofe  of  Oude  were  on  the  other.  The 
council,  which  then  confided  only  of  four  mem- 
bers, were  equally  divided  in  their  opinions  of  the 
queftion,  when  the  governor-general,  boldly  arro- 
gating the  refponfibility  of  the  whole  meafure  to 
himfelf,  carried  it  in  the  affirmative  by  his  cafting 
vote. 

The  Poonah  miniftry,  irritated  by  the  refradory 
ipirit  which  diftinguiflied  the  mode  of  realizing 
the  late  engagements  of  the  Company,  made  no 
fecret  of  their  refentment.  The  gentlemen  oi 
Bombay  inltantly  declared  the  treaty  of  Poorunder 
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vioiaced,  and  no  langtv  binding.  They  refolded 
at  tbe  fiune  time  to  accept  €he  ctkts  of  luck 
chiefe^  as^  were  in  the  intereft  of  Ragoba^  and  witk 
$R  poffibte  expedition  to  fend  kkn  to  Poonah  at 
the  head  of  an  army.  The  detachment  from 
Bengal  were  alfo  ordered  to  direft  their  march 
for  the  Marratta  capital^  inftead  ot  the  route 
through  the  Onzurat  to  Broach  or  Snrat.  Thefe 
ddvices  were  receirved  at  Calcutta  ahout  tke 
middle  of  Auguft  ;  and  though^  in  all  impCFFtant 
refpeds^  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  policy  lb 
recently  adopted  in  council,  met  with  full  ap* 
probation*  The  negociaticm  at  the  court  of  Berar 
was  occafionally  interrupted  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Elliot,  on  his  way  to  Nagpour,  the  capital  of  that 
kingdom.  It  was,  however,  foon  revived,  and 
Colonel  Goddafd  empowered  to  carry  it  on  and 
bring  it  to  an  iffue.  He  was  therefore  direded 
by  the  fupreme  council,  without  paying  any  tc- 
g^d  to  what  orders  might  be  received  frem 
Bombay,  to  reach  the  banks  of  the  Nerbudda, 
which  waflies  the  Northern  frontier  of  B^rar. 
Indeed  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  unwilling  that 
Goddard  ihould  partake  of  the  glory  which  they 
promifed  themfelves  from  the  fuecefs  of  ifteir 
arms,  feem  to  have  plunged  into  a  ftate  of  the 
mod:  violent  hoftilities  at  random.  They  Would 
not  wkit  the  approach  of  the  detachment-  Their 
ipformaftion  was  effentially  defcftive;.  Thjey  knew 
©or  either  their  allies  or  their  enemies  faperfeftly 
or  effedually,.  as  to  jul^fy  any  aftrrt  meafureii 
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They  cxpcftcd  the  junftion  of  the  twenty  thou* 
fand  horle  from  the  abettors  of  Itagoba.  And  the 
expedition  commenced  voder  a  vaariety  of  other 
circnmftattces  lb  uery  trnfavourable  aspftivedomi<^ 
nous  of  the  event. 

Captain  Stuart  fucceeded.  in  taking  pc^^on  of 
the  Bourghaut^  a  pafs- through  the  mountains 
which  lead  diredly  to  Poonah.  Ha  contimied  in 
this .  critical  iituation  a  full  months  probably  ta 
hopes  of  beii^  joined  by  the  friends  of  Ragoba^ 
Not  a  Marratto^  however,  of  any  confequencc 
appeared.  The  army  from  Bombay  amoonced  t» 
about  four  thoufand  effective  men  ;  ieven  hun^ 
dred  a(  theie  were  faid  to  be  Europeans.  Tnej 
were  fupported  by  a  fine  train^  06  artillery. 
Two  regiments  of  fepoys  and  fix  huadtcd 
horie  were  commanded  tn  a  &parate  divifioa 
by  Ragoba*  A  prodSgious  quantity  of  bag^- 
gage^  carriages^  cattle,  provlfionsy  and  Inxur- 
ries  of  all  kinds,  followed  this  little  ansiy«  Jt 
was  commanded  by  Colonel  Egerton,  who  adae^ 
llowever,  under  the  control  of  a  iele&  fuper^- 
intemfing  onnmittee,  an.  inilitution  wMch^  though 
utterly  incompatible  with  the  fpirit  and  pnomptt^ 
tude  of  die  fervke,  has  uniformly  difgraoed  our 
milits^ry  tranfiiAion^  in  India. 

b  was  on  the  ift  of  January  [1779}^  when  tbe 
Matratlos.  initantly  appeared  in  prodigbus  fwaxms 
«n  alt  fides,  that  they  found  eimry  inch  of  the 
ground  would  be  vigorouily  difputed*  TIvs  encsaf 
hung-  every  fiepr  we  took  on^  our  rear,  and  omr 
'toeops  were  obliged  to  proceed  in  the  face  of  a 
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fevere  cannonade;  at  the  fame  time  they 
incefiantly  galled  by  a  prodigiovrs  difcharge  of 
focketSi    The  Marrattos  carefully  aYoided  every 
movement  which  led  to  a  clofe  chr  a  general  en* 
gagementi     Their  objeft  was  evidently  to  haraft, 
to  fatigue,  and  to  gradually  exhauft  and  diminilh 
the  Bombay  army  with  as  little  riik  to  tbemfelves 
as  pofliblei    Colonel  Cay  and  Captaiii  Stuart,-  two 
refpedable  officers,  ^ere  both  killed  during  this 
4lefultdry  mode  of  fighting ;  the  one  on  the  £rfty 
the  other  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  march;    Theft 
defperate  onfets  were  continued  with  little  inter-c 
ruption,  and  more  or  Icfs  fuctefs  every  da^,  from 
nine  in .  the  morning  till  three  in  the  afternoons 
A  fcene  of  mercilefs    devaftatidn   every  where 
marked  the  prdgrefs  of  our  army/    The  cottage^ 
of  the  poor,  and  the  villas  of  the  g^eat,*  were,  at 
their  approach^  levelled  in  undiftinguiihed  ruim 
The  many  elegant  feats  in  the  fplendid  village  of 
Tullicannan  could  not  proted:  it  fr6nl  th6  indif« 
criminate  defolation  which  fpread  around^     The 
Mrant  of  talle  m  its  barbarous  deftroyers  was  fooif 
jand  amply  revenged^    They  were  already  fb  com-^ 
pletely  in  veiled,  that  they  colild  have  no  fiipply^ 
as, their  intercourfe  with  the  country  wai  every 
where  effectually  intercepted.    The  enemy  had 
increafed  to  above  fixty  thoufand  horfe.    Stung  by 
the  fight  of  Tullicannan,  reduced  to  a  heap  of 
fmoking  rubbiih,.  they  afifailed  our  troops  with  a 
bravery,  a  fiercenefs,  and  a  condud  which  confider^ 
ably  damped:  our  confidence*    In  a  wel^fought 
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^trmifli,  whick  «M|k  ^ace  o&  this  occafioo^  the 
enemy '$  Iqf^  was  noa  much  fupertor  to  ours.  A 
retreat  was  qqw  (January  i  ith)  determined  on^  a^ 
pur  lail  reiburce«  Nqt  a  fingle  parttza^  had  yet 
joined  Ragoba ;  and  the  enemy  were  determined  ^ 
CO  have  buri^t  Pqonah  in  thq  event  of  our  army 
having  forced  their  way  to  that  capital.  It  is  faid, 
this  faitblefs  ajly  of  the  Company  meditated  an 
inftance  of  the  moft  horrid  perfidy  on  this  occa^. 
£on.  And  who  cpuld  exp.e6l  lefs  than  the  blackeft 
treachery  frqm  ti^e  murderer  of  his  nephew  ?  It 
is  not  improbable  that.fome  of  the  army's  move- 
menfs  originated  in  Colonel  Cpckbume's  appre« 
henfions  of  Ragoba's  machinations.  By  day-break 
on  the  i2thy  the  whole  Tarmy  was  furrounded  and 
fiiriouily  a^aultpd  on  all  fides.  The  conflifk^  in 
various  ihapes,  continued  for  near  fifteen  hours^ 
withqut  inpermiflion,  and  only  ceafe4  at  lafl  through 
exceffive  wearinefs  and  want  of  ftrength.  The 
cannonade^  qQ  both  fides^  was  fierce  and  tre* 
mendous.  The  valour,  the  exertion,  and  evolu* 
lions  of  our  forces  were  incredible.  The  horfe  o£ 
the  Marrattos  returned  to  the  charge  with  an  in* 
trepidity  and  impetuofity  which  our  grape-fliot, 
weU-<timed  and  wel}-pointed^  otily  could  repel, 
|<fothing  could  appear  more  formidable  than  the 
velocity  and  fiercenefs  with  which,  they  repeatedly 
9ttac]ced  qur  lines  fwqrd  in  hand.  Captain 
Hartly's  fituatiqq  in  this  engagement  was  pe« 
culiarly  critical.  The  divifion  he  commandedj 
^9uraged  by  the  fpirit  and  condud  of  an  officer 
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'wliom  they  laved,  by  keeping  up  a  conftant  and 
well^ircfted  fire,  probably  fared  the  army  from 
being  cut  to  pieces*    Thb  lofft^  on  the  fide  of  the 
Marrattos,  was  prodigious*    Of  EUiropeans  and 
fepbyi  in  the  Britift  army,  near  a  thoufand  were 
left  dead  on  the  fpot.    All  night  the  enemy  fijr-* 
Mondod  the  camp,  and  on  the  morning  only  pre- 
ierved  a  kind  of  diftant  cannonade.    It  was  now 
impoffible  we  could  either  retreat  or  proceed.  Our 
dcape,  <lli  every  quarter,  was  abiblutely  imprac- 
ticable*   A  Sag  of  truce  was,  therefore,  our  only 
liope  of  fafiscy.    It  was  no  (boner  hmfted,  than 
ail  boltilities  were,  for  the  prefent,  at  an  end.     A 
eOnrention  took'place«    And  the  Marrattos  gave 
«(i  illuftriolis  inftance  of  their  humanity  and  mo- 
deration, by  the  terms  they  impoled  on  the  ran- 
^{hed.    They  infifted  on  the  Ekiglifh  giving  up 
Hagoba,  imd  all  their  late  conqueft  on  that  fide 
df  India;   that  the  former  treaty  with  Balajec 
Row  Should  fopply  the  place  of  the  late  one  at 
Poorunder,  and  be  firmly  and  inviolably  main- 
tained by  both  parties  ;  and  that  the  Bengal  de- 
tachment fliould  retarn.     The  conimittee,  how- 
ever, declared  their  incompetence  to  bind,  by  any 
jdecd  of  their 's,  the  fupremc  council,  in  difpofing 
of  their  forces.     Thefc  conditions  were  agreed  to 
by  both  parties ;  and  Mr.  Holmes,  commiffary  of 
iht  army,  and  Mr.  Faibier,  fecretary  to  the  com- 
mittee,  remained  as  hoftages  with  the  Marrattos. 
The  treaty  was  immediately  tranfcribed  in  the 
Englilh^  the  Perfian^  and  theMarratto  iabguagesy 
••  -    ♦  audi 
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Aid  figned  by  the  iieals<if  the  contraAiog  powers* 
Tbe  tnoment  this  wsls  oompkted^  our  armjr^ 
^hefe  provifions  were  utterly  es:h«ufled^  were  libei* 
rally  fuppli^  by  thdfe  humoe  conquerors.  A  bodf 
of  their  horfe  rheo  comlu&ed  theoa  to  the  coafl# 
and  faw  tfaem  embark  m  the  ve2ej^  which  ouriied 
jihem  back  to  Bombay. 

Moodajee  Boonfla^  the  Rajah  of  Berar^  va$ 
noxious  to  compromife  the  difpute.  His  xeotmi 
££uaiioa  between  Poonah  and  ^Beqgal^  im  clofj^ 
conoedtioa  with  the  MarratttM^  hi;  amiciA^e  m^' 
^ercourfe  with  the  Eogli^y  lut  frienAfliip  Cmt  botb 
plkTties,  this  wary,  pacific  ami  nioderate  tonxfct,, 
^qualified  htm  for  modiating  a  recoocUiatinn.  Ht 
applied  himfelf^.  thereferc^  with  much  affidukf 
and  %al  ia  ex:piainiBg  the  views  and  condufi: 
of  each  party  altcmatdy  to  the  other,  aod-  ia 
refirainiog  tbe  pafiSohs  and  animofities  of  both* 
He  had  tbe  addreis  to  procure  the  difmiffion  of 
&•  Lubin  from  thetsourt  of  Pooaah,  as  his  xn«> 
trigues  were  held  ^ut  to  be  the  ofienfible  cauie  of 
oSeace  at  Calcutta.  He  was  not  lefs  vigilaiit.  with 
the  Englifh  government,  though  lefs  fuccefsful 
IB  difluading  them  from  a  perfeverance  in  inarch- 
ing their  troops  through  tlie  territories  of  princes 
with  whom  they  were  not  in  a  ftate  of  friendfliijJ.^ 
He  repreibited  this  wanton  enterprize  as  pro^ 
ducing  univer&l  difguft  and  alarm,  as  an  auda* 
cbus  violation  of  all  the  rights  of  fovere^nty 
or  independence,  and  aa  inftigating  every  prince^ 
through  whoib  dbmcnioos  tifc  decachment  was 
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<icftihed  to  march,  to  arm  in  his  own  defebcr, 
end  repel  the  outrage.      He   ftated  the  various 
iiardfhips  and  inconveniencies  to  which  they  mud 
be  expofed;    the  unknown  countries  and  wilds 
they  were  to  pafs  ;  the  difficuly  of  procuring  pro- 
^ifions  ;  the  deceptions  to  which  they  were  liable, 
from    the    improbability    of    obtaining    faithful 
guided ;  and  the  numerous  ambufcades  which  they 
could  not  but  exped,  from  the  determined  hofti- 
litics  which   their  temerity  would  every    where 
-provoke/    His  remonftronces  were  all  in   vain. 
He  continued,  notwithftanding,  his  good  offices. 
Two  of  his  principal  officers  were  ftationed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nerbudda,  With  ample  fupplies  for 
the  immediate  relief  pf  the  army.    He  acquainted 
them  with  the  machinations  formed  againft  them 
at  Poonah ;  and,  widx  a  candour  and  generofity 
which  our  conduft  but  ill  deferved,  told  them, 
after  advancing  fo  far,  not  only  that  it  would  be 
dangerous    and  -impolitic  to  retreat,     but  even 
pointed  out  the  neareft  line  of  march  for  them  to 
the  Guzurat,.    He  evidently  had  it  in  his  power  to 
have  facrificed  the  detachment  without  finking  a 
blow,  but  he  fcorned  to  take  the  leaft  advantage  of 
their  perilous  fituation.    He  even  advanced  them 

* 

money  upon  bills  from  Calcutta,  without  which 
they  could  not  have  proceeded.  Notwith Hand- 
ing thefe  good  difpbfitions,  he  was  too  old  and 
timid  for  effeding  the  irevolution  which  the 
governor-general  had  meditated  in  his  favour. 
Charmed  as  he  might  be  with  the  intoxicating 
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profpe^  of  domination  and  grandeur  which  it 
difclofedy  the  projcft  was  implicated  with  fcenes 
and  crimes  which  filled  him  with  horror.  He 
difcovers  the  flate  of  his  feelings  with  great  ad* 
drcfs  and  elegance  in  the  laborious  and  moral  cor* 
refpondence  which  the  proportions  occaiioned. 
Goddard's  army  had  arrived  on  the  northern  fron- 
tiers of  Berar,  under  circumilances  of  peculiar 
£itiguc  and  embarraflment.  Their  carriages  wer,c 
broken^  their  draught  cattle  worn  down,  and  their 
magazines  empty.  At  Hufnabad  their  wants 
were,  however,  inftantly  and  abum^ntly  fupplied. 
From  this  place  Geaeral  Goddard  opened  his 
powers  of  treaty  with  the  Berar  Rajah.  Nor  wad 
he  wanting,  either  in  addrefs  or  induftry*  He 
was  not  permitted  to  advance  into  the  interior 
parts  of  Berar»  This  reftridion  was  ominous. 
The  heart  of  the  Hindoo  revolted  at  purchafing 
an  empire  with  the  blood  of  the  Bramins^  He 
would  conclude  no  alliance,  or  form  arty  engage-  ^ 
mencs  that  tended  to  moleO:  or  provoke  either  the 
Fiefhwa  or  the  Subah  of  the  Deccan.  He  was 
itttimately  connected  with  the  former,  by  bloody 
and  with  the  latter  by  treaty.  And  he  Ipurned  at 
orrery  temptation  which  implied  treachery  to  either. 
Ha  declined  the  propofal,  at  the  fame  time,  with 
«  delicacy  peculiarly  amiable  and  coticiliating. 
The  icheme  appeared  to  him  altogether  monftroiis 
and  knpradticable.  But  he  reafoned  agannft  it  only 
fifom  the  principles  of  fidelity,  knd  found  policy, 
the  i»probability  of  fnccefs,  and  fdf-prcfervatiott, 
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while  he  obvioufly  deemed  it  the  abortive  oSspting 
of  the  groflell  infolence,  temerity  and  ignorance. 

Goddard    certainly   owed    his    efcape  to   the 
failure  of  the  Bombay  expedition.      The   mofl 
diftant  powers  in  the  empire  crowded  with  all  the 
forces  they  could  mufter  to  the  defence  of  the  ca-  ' 
pital.    So  many,  fo  deeply  buried  in  woods  and 
mountains,    fo   long,  fo   narrow,    and   fo    pecu< 
liarly  inclofed,    were  the  defiles   which  he  had 
to  pafs,    that  a    very  inferior    force  might  ei- 
ther have  (lopped  his  progrefs,  or  reduced  him, 
by    famine,    to  any  terms.     But   the   adventure 
to  Poonah  created  fuch   a  diverfion  in  his    fa* 
vour,  as  left  him  totally  unmolcfted.^    The  news 
of  this  event,  however,  operated  differently  at  the 
Court  of  Berar.     It  probably  difgulled  the  Rajah^ 
in  proportion  as  it  facilitated  the  movements  of 
our  army.     Soon  after  bis  removal  from  Hufna- 
bad,  he  was  advifed  from  the  field  committee,  who 
attended  the  Bombay   army,  to  proceed  to  Ba- 
roach  or  Surat,  or  otherwife  to  continue  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nerbudda.     The   letter  containing 
thefe  advices  had  been  dated  before  the  final  en- 
gagement with  the  Marrattos  at  Worgaum^     But 
the  moment  this  treaty  was  accompliftied  he  re* 
ceived  >pofitive  orders,   from  the  fame  committee, 
to  make  good  his  return  with  as  much  expedition 
as  poflible  for  Bengal.     In  three  days  a  refolutioa 
was  taken  of  violating  their  engagements  ;  and  th^ 
general  was  then  informed,   that,  upon  mature  re- 
colkclion,  they  did  not  think  themfclves  compev 
tent  to  iflue  the  orders  tjiey  had  given.    He  conti- 
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nued  his  march,  notwithftanding  the  fluduating 
nature  of  his  intelligence*  On  the  5th  of  Fe- 
bruary he  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Booxam- 
pore,  the  capital  of  Candifli,  a  large  populous  and 
opulent  place.  Here  he  received  difpatches  from 
the  council  of  Bombay,  direfting  him  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Surat.  A  minifter  from  the  Poonah 
Durbar  arrived,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the  Britifli 
camp,  with  a  copy  of  the  convention  at  Wor- 
gaum  ;  in  which  his  return  to  ^ngal  was  ex- 
preflly  ftipulated.  He  denied  that  the  committee 
who  had  figned  that  convention  had  any  authority 
ov^r  him ;  and  afferted,  that  he  was  direfted  to 
march  to  Bombay,  for  defeating  the  defigns  of 
the  French  againft  the  Company's  poffeffions  in 
that  quarter,  and  th^t  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  ac- 
quiefce  with  the  treaty  at  Worgaum.  He  gained 
Surat  by  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  prefidency  of  Bombay  were  not  flow  in 
publicly  difavowing  the  treaty  of  Worgaum, 
though  ratified  by  two  members  of  the  feleft  com- 
mittee, armed  with  all  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, and  though  the  lives  of  the  hoftages  might 
have  been  forfeited  by  their  treachery.  Even  this' 
check  had  not  quaihed  that  malignant  fpirit  of 
intrigue,  which  ftill  predominated  in  their  coun- 
cils, and  warped  their  politics.  A  fcheme  was 
immediately  fuggefted  of  making  the  fame  ufe  of 
Moodajee  Sindia,  which  -  they  had  done  of  Ra- 
goba.  It  was  by  his  interpofition  that  our  army 
at  Worgaum  had  not  been  difarmed  and  detained 
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as  kollages.  His  power^  refources,  influence  and 
character^  rendered  him  a  much  more  eligible  in* 
ftrumene  of  ambition  thaitthe  flagitious  Ragobau 
He  does  not^  however^  appear  to  have  been  quite 
ia  tra£bble^  as  he  feems  to  have  taken  no  notice 
whatever^  either  of  the  overtures  he  received,  or 
the  advantages  proferred  to  him  by  the  revolutioB 
propofed. 

The  prefidency  of  Bombay  were  llilt  as  fparing 
as  ever  in*  their  communications  to  the  fupreme 
government.     Intelligence  of   their  defeat   had 
arrived  both  from  Madras  and  Poonah^  long  be- 
fore it  was  ofHdally  announced  at  Calcutta,  which 
did  not  happen  till  about  the  middle  of  March* 
It  then  occafioned  much  altercation.    The  fupreme 
council  upbraided  the  Bombay  prefidency  with  un* 
feafonable  caution  and  delay,  when  a6tivity  and 
expedition   were  required  -,  with  having,  by  unaC"* 
countable  remiiTnefs,    loft   the  only  opporaanity 
which  promifed  the  leaft  fuecefs  -,  and  with  un- 
pardonable temerity,  in  attempting  the  enterprize 
a|  a  time  when  a  variety  of  circumftances  oc- 
curred to  render  it  abortive.    To  thcfe  accu^ 
tiOB^  it  was  replied,,  that  they  had  not  been*  mtiide 
acquainted  with  the  negociations  at  the  Durbar 
of  Berar,    till  it    was    impoffible  to  derive  aaj 
advantagie  from  that  faft.    The  difavowal  of  the 
convention  at  Worgaum  was  however-  confirmed 
by  the  fupreme  council.    But,  on  the  appeanmoc 
of  fome  p^ciiic.  difpofitions.    General  Coddaid 
1^2$  invefted  with  authority  to  treat  once  toixc 
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%vitb  tlie  MarTat(!ta.  His  inftnidioiis  wef^  found- 
^  OA  t)ib  principle,  th«  the  Mamtfttos  ought  to 
be  fatisfed  with  the  pofielSoD  of  Ragoba,  and  thtt 
they  had  ill  right  to  further  conceffions  in  coa*^ 
&quence  of  tti«fr  late  fticceft.  He  was  reflridod 
from  reliBquiihing  asiy  of  the  new  cofiquefts  of 
ficceffions^  atid  enjoined  to  iftfift  againft  t4ie  ad*- 
miflion  ia  any  manner  -of  the  French,  or  Ae  moft 
tdiftant  connexion  with  that  nation. 

Nocwithftandingtbe  amicable  afpefi:  w!htc*h  botli 
prefidencies  now  afiimed,  it  was  at  the  ^feme  titAe 
determined  to  revi^^  and  wge  tfce  trtaty  wiA  th* 
court  of  Berar  with  redoubled  earneftnefs  and  afi* 
duity.  Moodajee  Boonfla  wa*,  however,  inflexi- 
bly attached  to  the  4me  of  politks  which  hfe 
had  prefer ibcd  for  his  own  cdnduA.  His  ileadi«> 
tieis  baffled  all  the  conciliating  talents  and  addireft 
l)f  which  Goddard  was  (b  great  a  mafter.  By  M 
artifice  or  argument  was  that  cautious  and  Intel* 
ligent  prince  to  be  tempted  from  the  prinei|Aes  rf 
a  found  and  moderate  policy.  General  profeffioni 
of  friendfliip  and  good-will  were  ail  that  could 
be  obtained.  But  he  continued  as  -anxious  and 
indefatigable  as  ever,  to  prevent  any  new  rupturfc 
between  his  countrymen  and  the  company.  He 
even  oflfcrcd  to  become  both  the  mediator  and 
guarantee,  and  promifed  to  fettle  efleftvmlly  the 
differences,  and  to  renK)ve  whatever  jealoufies  tft 
prejudices  might  ftill  fubfift  on  both  fides.  Bu^ 
thcfe  demonftratfons  of  friendfliip  were  treated  fo 
Kghtly,  or  with  fuch  a  manifcft  want  «f  confi-- 
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clence»  by  the  fupreme  council^  that  preparations 
for  war  on  our  part  were  carried  on,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Company's  poffeffions^  with  the 
greateft  publicity  and  expedition.  The  firft  bri* 
gade,  who  had  been  ilationed  on  the  banks  of 
the  Jumna,  in  ezpe&ation  of  that  events  was  now 
fupplied  with  all  manner  of  military  itores  and 
equipage,  that  on  the  ihorteft  notice  they  might 
be  in  a  capacity  to  carry  the  fcene  of  war  into 
the  enemy's  country.  Other  divifion$  of  troops, 
in  the  moil  advanced  fituations,  were  likewife  un« 
der  orders  to  be  in  conftant  readinefs  for  fimilar 
fervice. 

General  Goddard  feems  to  have  adopted  the 
warlike  propenfities  of  the  prefidency,  with  all 
the  charaAeriitic  warmth  and  eagernefs  of  the  pro* 
feilion.  And  the  flatement  which  he  tranitnitted 
.to  Calcutta,  pf  the  politics  in  the  weftem  di* 
yiiipns  of  India,  was  peculiarly  calculated  to 
flatter  thofe  moft  popular  and  fafliionable  in  Ben* 
gaU  He  took  occafioo,  as  foon  as  poflible,  to  ac« 
quaint  the  Poonah  government  with  his  ^wers 
and  inflruAions  for  bringing  matters  to  an  ami* 
cable,  accommodation.  But,  before  the  Pieihwa 
could  make  any  reply,  Ragoba  had  efifeded  his 
efcape  from  the  cuftody  of  Sindia,  having  fled  fb 
early  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  taken  re- 
fuge in  the  Engliih  camp.  The  Bombay  preii« 
dency  were  rather  fliy  of  interfering  further  in  the 
fortunes  of  that  renegade  prince.     And,  while  a 

fcheme  of  reconciUatioa  was  adjuflingi  they  (hifte4 
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the  rcfponfibility  to  Goddard,  though  Ragoba 
could  not  conceal  how  much  he  preferred  a 
renewal  of  his  connexion  with  them  to  a  de- 
pendance  on  the  fupreme  council.  Previous  to 
this  event,  the  Pieihwa,  and  Moodajee  Sindia, 
had  informed  the  Bombay  council  of  their 
Tefolution  to  retaliate  the  injuries  received  from 
Hyder  Ally,  and  on  that  account  intimated  the 
£ncereft  folicttude  of  coming  to  a  final  agree- 
ment with  the  fervants  of  the  Company.  The 
afylum  which  Ragoba  found  in  our  camp,  in  the 
meanwhile,  correfponded  with  the  wiihes  of  the 
fupreme  council,  who  encouraged  him  to  expert 
their  pfoteftion.  His  politics  were,  however, 
no  longer  eligible,  and  he  was  confidered  only 
as  capable  of  affifting  our  army  in  efiedting  war  or 
peace  with  advantage.  His  monthly  allowance 
was  greatly  reduced  ;  and  he  was  given  to  under* 
(land,  that  our  favour  fot  the  future  would 
depend  on  the  fidelity  of  his  condud,  in  not 
endeavouring  by  his  intrigues  or  emiflaries  at 
Poonah  to  coimterad  the  views  of  his  benefactors. 
The  Marratto  government,  notwithftanding  his 
reception  in  the  Brltifh  camp,  of  which  they 
had  the  earlieft  intelligence,  delegated  commif- 
Itoners  to  open  a  treaty  with  the  general.  But 
thefe  commissioners  did  not  arrive  till  the  middle 
of  Auguft,  and  were  in  no  hafte  when  they  came 
to  bring  forward  the  bufincfs.  Their  powers  were 
io  limitted,  that  it  became  neceflary  to  difpatch 
meflengers  to  Poonah  on  the  moil  trivial  difficult 
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ties  that  jtrofe,  and  the  ajjfwers  wefe  returned  widi 
fo  little  punduality  and  expedition,  that  their  p3* 
cific  dcfires  were,  at  leaft  for  the  tinie>  apparendf 
^abated. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  the  politics  of 
the  governor-general  began  to  exhibit  their  ti*- 
tural  fefiefts  on  the  numerous  powers  of  India. 
A'  league  was  forming,  which  was  to  unite  them 
in  one  general  and  foi^midahle  confederacy  for  the 
-txtin^ftion  of  the  Company.  The  principles  of  the 
Englifli  government,  iand  the  various  events  which 
every  where  attended  their  operation,  had  proi* 
iSuced  the  moil  univerfal  deteftation  and  alarm, 
1^  ultimately  excited  fuch  a  ferious  apprehen* 
kenfion  of  common  danger  from  their  intriguei 
«od  exploits,  as  combined  the  moft  difcordant  ia<r 
terefls  and  hoftile  nations,  to  defeat  their  amfai'* 
tious  purpofes  They  had  dethroned  potentates, 
and  ufurped  their  dominions.  The  Subah  of  Ben<» 
gal,  the  Vizier  of  Oude,  and  the  Nabob  of  the 
Camatic,  were  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  fplendsd 
thrawldom,  the  contemptible  inftruments  of  Bri^ 
tift  rapacity,  and  the  miferable  trophies  of  an 
ambition  which  threatened  the  dej^^endence  of  every 
prince  in  the  empke.  The  ruin  of  the  Rjohillas 
was  an  awful  and  inftrudive  picture  of  what  each 
of  them  might  cxpeft  in  their  turn,  Thefar  dere^. 
KAion  of  the  emperor,  perfidioufly  (tripping  him 
of  his  tribute  and  the  ceffion  of  his  dominions, 
fo  incongruous  with  the  faith  or  hw  of  iiatioas  to 
a  creature  of  their  owB|  were  fo  many  firoog 
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prbofii  tliat  thetr  togagBmeii£s  -were  coofidercd 
«uiiy  »  mea&ire$  of  pcpedtency;  aod  that  tbef" 
^£tcd  from  ao  toled  pimctplefi,  but  duife  of 
creaclicry  a^d  ufiirpatioD.  Thde  ideas  wane  tb^ 
Tired  iiid  cor]:oboniCed  by  oiar  very  extxBordinarf 
mode  of  renewmg  faeAUksn  vn6x  the  Mvrattot^ 
The  excels  to  which  wc  h&d  carried  our  ontragoi 
flgiinft  tfade  powerful  fbtes  heightened  erecy 
fenfe  of  paft  or  more  diftant  grievances,  and  ri- 
retted  that  general  odium  v^hich  the  prevailing^ 
complexion  of  our  government  had  fo  conAaatly 
mreated  and  accumulated*  A  fy^m  thus  natural 
and  inveterate  gathered  ftimgth  from  coatingency, 
and  was  at  laft  matured  and  rendered  opcmtive  by 
the  march  of  an  army  through  the  heart  of  tfaa 
country ;  the  utter  expuifion  of  the  French  ;  and 
that  violent  propeniicy  for  war,  which  ftill  rage4 
in  the  councils  of  Calcutta. 

This  great  fcheme  of  general  exertJion  Knrigi- 
aated  with  the  Nizam  of  the  Deccan,  though  k 
does  not  appear  that  he  had  reoeived  any  incellfi- 
geace  of  the  facrifice  which  it  was  intended  to 
have  made  of  him  in  the  Berar  treaty.  Indeed, 
tiiere  wanted  not  enough  of  caiufies,  iodependetit  of 
^is  circumftance,  to  ftimuiate  htm  in  projedkig 
and  eflfe&ing  an  union  {6  necefiary  to  the  commoa 
iafisty.  Ha  was  not  without  his  ihare  of  apprehen* 
fion  fmm  the  power  which  menaced  the  Whole  $ 
his  connedion  with  the  Poonah  adminijiration  was. 
intimate  and  inviolable ;  he  regarded  Ragoba  as 
m  wvmiNi  "vUlaith  umrJy.  m^atk  .»/  fi§ifb  $  lie 

thought 
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thought  the  Bombay  expedition  to  Poonah  fuch  a 
ilagrant  violation  of  treaty,  that  he  imputed  the 
deftruftion  of  their  army  to  the  immediate  inter* 
ierence  of  Heaven,  by  which  the  unjuft  are  often 
deftined  to  fall  in  their  own  fnares.    Thefe  h&s^ 
and  the  animadverfions  they  fuggefted,   he  had 
avowed  fo  explicitly,  that  Moodajee  Boonila  had 
early  apprifed  the  governor-general  "  that  the 
^^  Nabob  Nizam,  and  others  alfo,  who  were  all 
alarmed  at  the  encroachments  of  the  Engiiih 
in  the  Deccan,  were  waiting  a  favourable  op^ 
portunity  to  repel  them/'   The  Marrattos  were, 
by  this  time,  in  a  fituation  of  peculiar  embar* 
raflfment,  being  under  the  neceffity  of  either  coming 
to  a  final  adjuftment  with  the  Engiiih,  on  their  own 
terms,  that  they  might  be  avenged  of  Hyder ;  or 
of  accommodating  matters  with  the  latter,  that 
they  might  be  able  to  exert  their  whole  flrength 
in  repelling  the  infults  of  the  former.    Hyder 
made  the  firft  advances,  by  offering  a  large  fum 
of  money  for  reimburfing  their  expences  in  the 
late  war ;  a  confiderable  tribute  for  the  conquered 
countries ;    and   his  whole  force  to  aifift   tbeia 
againft  the  common  enemy.     Their  predilediony 
however,  for  an  accommodation  with  the  Engiiih^ 
defeated^  for  the  time,  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  over- 
tures,  when  the  efcape  of  Ragoba,  in  connedtion 
with  various  other  circumilances,  completely  re^ 
verfed  the  face  of  affairs.    By  the  Nizam's  addrefs 
peace  was  immediately  concluded  between  the  Mar-, 
ratios  and  Hydpr  Ally;  and  t^e  fyftematic  coa^. 

federacy 
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federacy  againft  the  Englifh  accompliihed.     The 
plan  of  this  important  league  direded  that  Hyder 
and  the  Nizam  ihould  attack  the'Carnatic  and  the 
northern  Circars ;   that  the  forces  of  the  Mar- 
rattos  ihould  be  employed  on  the  fide  of  Surat  and 
the  Guzurat ;  and  that  the  Rajah  of  Berar  ihould 
invade  the*  provinces  of  Bengal.    Nudjiff  Cawn, 
and  other  chiefs  on  the  weitern  extremities  of  In- 
dia,  were  alfo  invited  to  adt  their  part  in  this 
great  effort^  and  to  make  the  confufion  and  dan* 
gcr  general^  by  carrying  fire  and  fword  into  Oude, 
Allahabad,  and  other  provinces  in  that  quarter^ 
Moodajee  Boonila  is  the  only  one  who  feems  to 
have  become  a  partifan  to  the  caufe  with  relud^ 
ance ;  and  who  aded  a  part  againft  his  inclina* 
tion,  that  he  might  fave  his  territories  from  the 
depredations  of  his  neighbours.     The  enterprize 
intrufted   to    his  execution  was   not  undertaken 
with  any  degree  of  promptitude.     His  army  did 
not  reach  the  frontiers  of  Bengal  until  the  ap*i 
proach  of  the  rainy  feafon,  which,  however  dif- 
pofed  for  adion,  muit  have  fufpended  its  operations 
for  feveral  months.    Nor  did  the  expedition,  how- 
ever formidable  in  appearance,  anfwer  any  ^other 
purpof<?  ultimately,  than  that  it  afforded  the  fu-i 
preme  council  an  opportunity  of  returning  the' 
kindnefs  fliewn  to  the  Bengal  detachment  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nerbudda,  by  furniihing  them  fuch 
a  ieafonable  fupply  of  provifion  as  prevented  them 
froflii  ftarvipg. 

All 
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All  proTpe&s  of  accommodation  with  tiie  Poonaii 

miniftry  were  now  at  an  en(L   The  Marratto  agent 

in  the  Briridi  camp,  by  the  deciiion  which  the  ^o 

neral  thought  ncceflary  at  length  to  aflume,  wis 

induced  to  dedare,  in  his  mafter's  name,  that  he 

would  accede  to  no  overtureB  made  by  the  Eng^iih, 

XK>r  conclude  a  treaty  with  us  on  any  other  terms 

than  an  immediate  furrender  of  iUgoba,  and  the 

refloration  of  all  our  late  captures  on  that  fide  of 

Iiidia.    This  was  a  crifis  of  the  utmoft  importance 

to  the  whole  complicated  fyftem  of  the  Com* 

panjr's  concerna*  Our  preparations  for  adion  were 

every  where  profecuted  with  additional  energy  and 

expedition.     Bombay  ftipulated  with  Goddard  for 

a  fliare  of  the  conqueft,  and  fupplied  him  wkh  all 

the  ttoops  not  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  their  4»wn 

defence.    They  declined,  at  the  fame  time^  par* 

faking  in  the  refponfibility  of  the  war,  and  de« 

cUured  their  utter  incapacity  to  defray  any  part  of 

the  expence.   The  government  of  Fort  St.  George^ 

notwith  Handing  their  abhorrence  of  a  meafure  ^ 

pre^ant,  as  they  prefumed,  with  imminent  and 

tnevit^ie  deftriidion,  were  obliged,  on  the  feme 

Account,  to  part  with  a  large  portion  of  that  force, 

the  want  of  which  they  were  fix>n  to  experience. 

The  fuperior  council  concluded  an  alliance,  ofTen- 

live  and  defenfive,  with  the  Ranna  of  Ghod,  whoib 

territories,  from  their  nature  and  fituaticm,  cotf^ 

£fting  partly  of  impenetra})Ie  woods,  and  partly 

of  inacceffible  mountains,  and  lying  on  the  weftern 

baniks  of  the  Jumna,   formed  no  inconfiderable 

barrier 
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barrier  againft  snqr  krofKiAas  of  the  enemy  froni 
that  quarter*  We  had  thi&  &bfhnttial  adnata^ 
in  the  outfet,  that  they  had  neither  union  among 
themfeWes,  nor  money  to  ftrengthen,  mfpire^  an^ 
expedite  their  exertions ;  while  our  moil .  impor- 
tsmt  enterprizes  had  nothing  to  fear,  as  yet,  frono 
any  material  defe&  in  our  pecuniary  refources. 

That  divifion  of  the  Guzurat  which  lies  towards 
the  Indus  was  held  by  the  Marratto  family  of  the 
Guicawar.  In  the  former  war,  the  title  to  the 
fucceffion  being  contefted,  the  claims  of  Futty 
Sing  Guicawar  were  efpoufed,  and  carried  into 
cffeft  by  our  interference.  On  that  occafion  the 
Company  had  obtained  very  cooifiderable  acceilions 
of  territory.  The  right,  to  fome  of  thefe  at  leaft^ 
was  fubfequently  maintained  in  the  Foonah  treat}'^ 
mod  became  the  principal  article  in  reference  to 
ititure  inquiry,  which  was  then  left  undecided. 
The  Nabob  afterwards  aflerted,  that  this  grant 
was  the  ctkSt  of  extortion,  while  he  had  not  the 
liberty  of  a&ing  as  a  free  agent ;  and  that^i  in 
fa&,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Poonah  go- 
yemment,  he  had  no  right  to  make  it.  The  co« 
operation  of  this  chief  was  now  become  a  deiirabic 
objed: ;  and  very  advantageous  offers  were  held 
dut  to  him  in  a  propofed  treaty  of  alliance.  He 
ppears,  however,  extremely  backward  to  enter 

to  any  new  connexion  with  the  Engliih.    Our 

•  troops  pafled  the  Tappee  the  fecond  day  of  1780. 

It  was  their  approach  which,  in  all  probability, 

brought  hixn  ta  acquiefce  in  our  meafures.    The 

fortrelsi 
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fbrtrefs  of  a  petty  territory  belonging  to  the 
Peilhwa,  which  lay  in  the  direft  road  to  the  capi- 
tal of  Bradera,  where  the  Nabob 'reiidcd,  was  the 
oftenfible  objeft  of  this  movement.  Dubhoy, 
ti^ith  its  diftrid,  was  foon  reduced ;  but  Futty 
Sing  ftill  kept  his  diflance.  Nor  was  it  without 
coniiderable  management  that  he  was  induced,  by  \ 
the  /snd  of  the  month,  to  put  his  iignature  to  a 
treaty  for  dividing  the  Guzurat  between  the  par- 
ties, and  a  perpetual  exclufion  of  the  Poonah  go- 
vernment. 

It  was  not  till  the  1 5th  of  February  that  Grod- 
dard,  reinforced  by  the  Nabob's  cavalry,  invcfted 
the  city  of  Ahmedabad,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince. In  five  days  it  was  taken  by  ftorm.  The 
whole  furrounding  country  fell  at  the  fame  time. 
The  Nabob,  being  raifed  to  the  government  by  the 
general,  was  liberal  enough  in  pafling  grants,  to  his 
matters,  of  thofe  diftridts  which  they  kept  in  their 
own  hands.  The  general  was  anxious  to  delay  a 
final  partition  of  the  capture,  until  the  more  im- 
portant ends  of  the  war  Ihould  be  obtained.  But 
the  gentlemen  of  Bombay,  diflfatisficd  with  the 
divifion.  which  had  been  made,  advifed  the  fu- 
perior  council,  from  their  own  knowledge  of 
Futty  Sing,  not  haftily  to  ratify  the  treaty,  with- 
out at  leaft  referving  to  themfelves  the  right  of  in- 
fitting  on  a  fubfequent  adjuftment.  ^ 
•  A  powerful  army,  under  Sindia  and  Holkar, 
'had  now  taken  the  field,  and  feemed  direfting 
their  march  for  Surat.     They  were,  howe\-er,  4n* 

tercepted 
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tcrceptcd  by  General  Gfoddard,  who  catne  up  with 
them  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  was  prevented  at- 
tacking them  in  the  night,  as  he  intended,  by  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Farmer,  one  of  the  gentlemen  left 
as  an  hoftage  at  Worgaum,  and  now  in  the  enemy's 
camp.     This  informed  him,  that  thefe  two  politic 
chiefs  were  only  folicitous  of  obtaining  his  friend- 
ihip.     On  the  following  day  both  hoftages  were 
enlarged,   and  prefented  themfelves  before  their 
countryman.     A  confidential  agent  accompanied 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  from  Sindia,  who  affured 
the  general  of  his  mailer's  hatred  to  Nana  Fumefe, 
the  prcfent  Marratto  regent ;  and  defired  an  ex- 
planation of  what  was  meant  with  regard  to  Sindia 
and  the  Peifliwa  feparately.     He  likewife  preffed 
the  general  to  make  propofals  for  fuch  an  agree- 
ment as  might  equally  facilitate  the  views  of  both 
parties*     This,   however,   the    general   declined, 
and  expeded  information  iProm  Sindia,  who  beft 
knew  how  fuch  a  revolution  was  to  be  effected  as 
mighjt  mod  effectually  repay  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pence  it  would  infallibly  occafion.     It  is  generally 
conje&ured,  that  Sindia's  only  view,  by  this  riia- 
nceuvre,  was  to  obtain  the  poffeffion  of  Ragoba 
and.  his  fon, .  and  by  that  means  to  aggrandize 
himfelf  in  the  ftate,  without  any  reference  to  our 
advantage.     His  propofition  certainly  went  to  that 
objcdt.     But  his  Vakeel,    on  delivering  it,   was 
-immediately  difmiffed,  with  an  aflurance  that  the 
Engliih  would,  by  no  means,  be  induced  to  put 
any  reflraint  upon  Ragoba,-  nor  xiik  the  lafety 

of 
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^  kift  (ba;  aiidy i liaiigh  fiiiccrcly  difpoiedtoa  fdk 
accomodation^  they  would  not  raife  his  mafler  fa 
the  government^  without  fome  previous  condicion 
in  their  favour.  Sindia  was>  at  the  fame  cimei 
carrying  on  a  fecrct  correfpoiidence  with  Govin- 
drow^  a  refraflory  brother  of  Futty  Sing,  whom 
he  not  only  promifed  to  ai5(l»  but  had  received 
him  into  his  camp.  This^  with  fome  other  in- 
explicable inftances  in  the  conduft  of  Sindifli 
prompted  the  general  to  ufe  ail  his  endeavours  to 
bring  on  an  adion  between  the  two  armies.  But 
the  wary  Marratto  was  (6  much  on  his  guards 
that  a  furprife  was  impraifticable.  And  it  w^i 
not  till  Goddard^  leaving  every  thfang  behind, 
puihed  rapidly  forward  with  the  cavalry  grenadierSi 
and  the  moil  akrt  in  the  army,  th^t  he  compelled 
die  Marrattos  to  ftand  an  engagemc^nt.  Having 
palled  their  principal  guards  with  dexterky>  be 
fell  in  without  hefniarion  upon  their  camp.  The 
rapid  difcharge  of  the  artillery  did  prodigpbus  ex* 
ip^ution  among  the  Marratto  horfe,  and  the  vari^ 
pus  attacks  and  evolutions  were  effcAed  with  fe 
much  fpirst,  and  direded  with  fuch  abilit^»  that 
the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  poft  and  com* 
pletely  routed  in  lefs  than  an  lioftxr*  The  BrkHh 
officers,  Hung  by  the  recolkclion  of  their  late  de- 
feat^  were  anxious  to  wipe  away  that  difgrac^  aod 
retrieve  the  honour  they  had  then  loft.  The  very 
liepoys^  though  fighting  againft  their  own  country* 
men,  were  even  proud  to  be  once  more  found  oo 
the^»aiu|oiihii>g  fide. 

It 
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It  was  fliortlj  afbr  this,  that  Ca^tmn  Cafnpbely 
tetundn;^  frtmi  a  foraging  expedition,  at  ibme  <£!>* 
lante,  with  only  two  battalidnB  (*f  iepoys>  four 
Held  pieces,  and  a  large  convoy  of  (n^viibas,  was 
fntercept^   by   Sindia,   at  the  head  of  -twenty 
-rboufand  tnetk    It  is  not  improbsible  that  Camp^ 
bel  had  a  choice  of  ground,  adapted  to  the  na^ 
tore  and  number  of  bis  petty  foree#    in  truth,  it 
as  otberwife  incredible  that  he  ifabuld  have  de^ 
fended  ^imfelf  againft  fuch  an  army  with  fiiccefl* 
JHb,   notwithflandirtg,  repulfed  the  enemy  witk 
die  lofs  of  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  and  carried 
away  bis  convoy  unimpaired^    In  this  a^ion,  it  is 
&id,  the  fire  of  the  flank  companies  did  eminettt 
uui  confpicuous  execution  among  the  enetiiy^s  cai« 
;vajiry ;  a  circumftance  which,  it  has  beenlhrewdly 
enough  remarked,  might  in  a  great  meafure  have 
«rii€si  firom  fome  peculiarity  in  the  po0tioti  of  our 
troops*  Lieutenant  Walih  experiehced  alfo  fimilar 
iuccefs  againft  an  obvious  difparity  of  numbers^ 
Detached,  with  a  battalion  of  fepoys  and  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  to  furprife  a  Camp  of  fix  thou* 
fand  Marrattos,  and  finding  the  infantry   could 
«ot  reach  them  before  day,  that  the  defign  might 
not  be  fruftrated,    he  determined  to   make  his 
attack  with  the  horfe  only.     The  enterprizie  was 
hazardous,  but  condu&ed  with  bravery  and  fkill. 
The  enemy  was  routed    [May  3d]  with  great 
flaughter»      Their   own  cannon  were   occupied 
againft  the|^  with  fuch  adroimefs  and  rcfalution^ 
tkat  many  of  thofe  who  efcapcd  wcfc  .utterly  at 

Z  a  lots 
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a  lo&  *  how  to  account  for  fo  fudden  a  difafter* 
•  The  commander^  with  a  great  number  of  officers 
aod  mcQy  were  left  dead  upon  the  fpot ;  and  the 
camp^  with  all  it  contained^  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Engliih. 

Soon  after  Major  Forbes,  whh  only  two  ba'tta- 
Ikms  of  fepoysy  furprifed  and  put  to  flight  a  body 
of  ieven  dioufand  Marrattos.  The  feafony  how- 
ever,  approached  when  both  armies  were  obliged 
to  repair  to  winter  quarters,  that  they  might 
avoid  the  pernicious  effedts  of  the  rainy  months* 
In  evoy  aiftion  with  the  eneniy,  and  in  fpight  of 
^very  advantage  which  numbers  could  beftow,  our 
troops  were  uniformly  vidorious  and  triumphant. 
.Indeed,  nothil^  could  refled:  greater  credit  on  the 
general,  the  officers,  and  even  the  privates  at  large, 
'nor  efiabliih  a  more  operative  conviction  of  our 
fuperior  prowefs  in  the  field,  than  the  conftant 
fuccefs  which  attended  all  our  exertions  duriiig 
this  campaign. 

Nor  were  the  atchievements  of  the  Company's 
troops  lefs  fplendid  and  material  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  Bengal  provinces.  Early  precautions  had 
been  taken  to  guard  againft  any  incuriion  of  the 
enemy  on  this  fide  of  the  country.  Ghod,  a$ 
had  been  forefcen,  in  confequence  of  its  recent 
connexion  with  us,  was  inftantly  attacked  by  a. 
powerful  body  of  Marrattos.  But  Major  Pophara, 
with  only  a  handful  of  men,  foon  cleared  the 
country  of  thefe  marauders ;  drove  them  before 
him  through  a  confiderable  part  of  their  own,  and 

com- 
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commanded  fuch  an  acceffion  of  territory,  as 
might  have  proved  of  importance,  but  that  ic 
Could  not  be  retained.  The  celebrated  fortrefs  of 
Gualier  flood  in  the  midft  of  this  petty  ftate.  It 
was  ftill  in  the  pofle/Hon  of  the  Marrattos,  and 
probably  as  great  an  eye-fore  to  the  natives  as 
Gibraltar,  under  the  command  of  a  Britifh  gar- 
rifon,  is  to  the  Spaniards.  The  anxiety  of  Mr. 
Haftings  for  the  reduftion  of  this  place  was  no 
fecret  to  the  major,  whofe  own  folicitude  for  dif- 
tinAion,  in  the  line  of  his  profeflion,  powerfully 
excited  the  ehtcrprize.  The  fortifications,  which 
were  <rf  great  ftrength,  inclofed  the  fummit  of  a 
prodigious  high  hill,  encircled  by  rocks,  and 
equally  barricaded  on  every  fide  by  the  moft 
tremendous  precipices.  The  ground  which  lay 
within  the  works  was  fo  extenfive  and  fo  fertile 
as  to  be  equal  to  the  fubfiftence  of  any  number  of 
men  which  the  defence  of  the  garrifon  might 
require.  The  major,  perhaps,  formed  any  hopes 
of  fuccefs  which  he  might  entertain,  againjQ:  a  poll 
which  the  princes  of  Indoftan  had  always  pro- 
nounced impregnable,  on  that  confidence  and  fe- 
curity  which  are  natural  to  fuch  a  fituation.  Some 
natives,  from  motives  which  do  not  appear,  had 
difcovered  a  fecret  paffage,  by  which  they  fcram- 
bled  up  the  rocks,  md  entered  with  fafety  in  the 
night.  The  major,  informed  of  this  important 
circumftance,  had  the  track  minutely  examined  ; 
and  conceiving,  from  the  report,  a  bare  poffibility 
of  fuccefs,  he  boldly  determined  to  riik  a^.l  the 
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confequences  of  a  failure.  The  attempt  was  at* 
tended  with  fuch  imminent  hazard  and  difficulty, 
as  rendered  the  fuccefs  which  followed  uncom- 
monly  brilliant.  The  confternation  and  furprife, 
occafioned  by  a  capture  thus  rapid  and  unexpedted, 
had  an  immediate  and  powerful  operation  on  tE^ 
enemy.  They  inftantjy  retreated  from  the  whole 
circumjacent  country ;  and  it  is  faid  the  alarm  even 
reached  Slndia  in  his  capital,  Ougein,  whither  he 
had  juft.  retired  from  the  Guzurat. 

Sufpending  our  attention  to  the  Company's  af- 
fairs in  the  northern  and  upper  parts  of  India  for 
the  prefent,  it  may  not  be  improper  m  this  place 
to  give  fome  account  of  the  tranfadtions^  which, 
at  the  fame  time,,  agitated  the  powers  and  threat- 
ened our  interefls  on  the  coait  of  CoromandeU 
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CHAPTER     X. 

French  fTar-^Pondicherry  tahn — Affair  of  the  Gun" 
toor  Circdr  and  Pejhcujh — Hyder  jSly  invades  the 
Cctmatic — Uie  Confequences  cf  that  Event— The 
Prejidency  arid  the  Nabob  equally  unprepared — State 
of  the  Army — 5ir  ileSlor  Monro  takes  the  Field — 
Baillie's  Situation — His  Difajier — Sir  Eyre  Coote^s 
Arrival — He  beats  the  Enemy  in  four  pitched  Battles 
'^^^Theffar  with  the  Dutch — Expedition  againft  their 
Settlements  in  Stmatra — iTie  Fall  (f  Negapatcm  on 
the  Coromandel  Coq/l,  and  of  Trincomalein  the  IJland 
rf  Ceylon. 

Authentic  intelligence  of  ouf  late  w* 
with  France  was  communicated  to  the  governor- 
general  of  Bengal  fo  early  as  July  1778  ;  and  his 
thorough  convif^ion  of  this  great  and  interefting 
fa6l  produced  an  immediate  and  fenfible  influence 
CXI  all  the  meafures  of  the  fupreme  council.  The 
deftination  of  Count  d'Efiaing's  fleet/  which  was 
then  unknown,  was  not  unnaturally  fuppofed  to 
be  fome  of  our  capital  ports  on  the  Indian  (hore. 
Report,  which  for  the  moft  part  magnifies  where 
it  does  not  fabricate,  gave  weight  to  the  conje^hire. 
The  Chevalier  St.  Lubin  was  ilill  at  the  Durbar^ 
knd  obferved  to  be  frequent  in  dole  conference 
with  th^  Petihwa.    The  fteps  which  the  govern- 
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ment  of  Calcutta  took  to  repel  the  impending  dan- 
ger were,  to  bring  their  differences  with  the  Mar- 
ratto  flates  to  a  fpeedy  decifion ;  to  take  inftant 
pofleffion  of  all  the  French  fettlerrents  in  Bengal, 
and  make  a  complete  capture  of  all  their  fhips  in 
the  river;  and  to  recommend  the  fiege  of  Pondi- 
cherry  to  the  prefidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  as  a 
meafure  which  ought  to  be  adopted  without  delay. 
The  papers  found  on  Mr.  Chevalier,  the  governor 
of  Chandernagore,  who  was  apprehended  making 
his  efcape  at  Cuttack,  confirmed  thfe  news  of  hof- 
tilities  having  commenced  between  France  and 
England  in  Europe  ;  and  confequently  juftified 
thefe  preparatory  arrangements  for  the  fame  con- 
flift  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

The  Englifli  had  commenced  hoftilities  againft 
the  French  factories  and  fettlements  at  Chander- 
nagore, atYaman,  atCarical,  at  Mafulipatam,  and 
otl)er  places,  the  moment  they  were  authorized  to 
confider  them  as  enemies  with  whom  they  were  at 
war.  Immediate  depradations  were  at  the  fame 
time  made  on  their  trading  veffels,  both  in  the 
Ganges  and  on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel.  It  was 
not,  however,  till  the  beginning  of  Auguft  that 
the  prefidency  of  Madras  were  prepared  for  un- 
dertaking rhe  reduction  of  Pondicherry.  Sir  Ed^ 
ward  Vernon  commanded  the  fmall  Britifh  naval 
force  at  that  time  in  the  Indian  feas.  The  fqua* 
dron,  with  which  he  failed  againft  Pondicherry, 
confifted  only  of  iwo  frigates,  a  lloop  of  war,  and 
the  Valentine  Eaft-Indiamani    H^  foon  encoun^ 
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tered,  in  a  very  warm  eagagement,  which  laftcd 
lafted  above  two  hours,  a  French  fleet  of  fupc- 
rior  force,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Tron- 
jolly.     The  Englifh  admiral,  who  had  manifeftly, 
the  better  in  this  fight,  expe<5^ed  the  enemy  to 
have  met  him  once  more,  and  that  he  would  have 
endeavoured  at  leaft  to  have  kept  the  town  from 
being  invefted  by  fea,  as  well  as  by  land,  found 
it  ever  after  impoffible  to  bring  on  a  battle.  After 
Bear  a  month's  manoeuvring  to  no  purpofe,  the 
French  fleet  abandoned  the  coaft,   and  left  the 
Britifli  flag  triumphant,     Pondicherry  was  imme- 
diately and  clofcly  blockaded.     The  defence  was 
fpirited  and  indefatigable.     M.  de  Bellecombe, 
governor  of  the  town,  and  general  commaodante 
of  the  French  fettlements  in  India,  gained  immor- 
tal reputation  by  his  gallantry  and  perfeverance 
in  this  fiege.  The  befiegers,  however,  loan  gained 
a  vifible  fuperiority,  and  continued  to  carry  oa 
their  approaches  witH  increafing   dexterity  and 
difpatch,  though  the  daring  and  vigorous  opera- 
tions of  the  garrifon  rendered  the  utmoft  caution  a 
matter  of  neceility ,  and,  together  with  the  violent 
rains' which  then  frequently  fell,  confiderably  re- 
tarded their  works.     After  a  month's  extreme  la- 

4 

bour,  the  place  was  deemed  no  longer  tenable. 
On  the  day  preceding  that  which  had  been  fixed 
on  for  making  the  aflault,  the  governor  propofed 
a  capitulation,  which  was  readily  granted,  in  a 
manner  which  gave  ample  and  honourable  tefti- 
»ony  to  the  bravery  of  the  enemy.     Whatever 
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was  propaied,  that  did  dot  interfere  ^vth  the  pub* 
Ito  &cMnty,  was  liberalty  adcnkted.    On  <^is  ac^ 
coonc  alone  the  European  ps^ft  of  the  garrifoii 
Were  feat  to  France,  and  the  fepoys,  and  other 
native  troops  in   the  country^   ditbafided.     The 
honours  ef  war  were  aUowed,  and,  a^  a  piitkular 
i»ark  of  attention  to  M.  de  Bel4eo6mb^,  ike  regi* 
ment  of  Pondicherry,   at  his  requeft,  were  per^ 
riiitted  to  keep  their  colours,     Neariy  three  huQ« 
dred  pieces  of  artillery  became  the  prize  of  the 
conquerors,   who  fei^ed,    at  the  fa^nie  tiine^   all 
public  property,  but  iecur^d  whatever  was  private 
to  the  owners.    Our  lo(s  amounted  to  two  hundred 
9f!rd  twentv-four  flain,    and  above  iz   hundred 
wounded.     Of  the  enemy,  little  (kort  of  the  fame 
ntimber  were  killed  and  wounded ;  a  circumfianc^ 
which  abundantly  demonftrates  tbeit  zeal  in  thtf 
jfervice  of  their  country,  and  the  obiHnacy  wdi 
\^hich  they  maintained  their  ground  tp  the  laft  ex« 
tremity. 

Thefe  viol'mces,  on  the  part  of  the  £nglift>  api. 
the  uniform  fuccels  which  attended  them,  QOK)pe-* 
rated,  with  a  variety  of  other  caufes,  to  render  tlM 
extenlion  of  our  power  an  objeA  of  ferious  atceiu 
tion  and  concern,  cfpecially  to  the  Aeighbouruig 
|>rinces.  The  fall  of  Pondicherry  was  at  leaft  im« 
mediately  foil  ived  by  the  fettlement  of  the  Gun^ 
toor  circar.  It  was  an  acquifition  which  the  pr^ 
fidency  of  Madras  had,  for  lome  time,  been  very 
linxious  to  obtain,  as,  from  its  fituation,  it  mull 
t)ay$  9&a,ble<i  them  to  exclude  ^^9  Freacli  mtum 
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from  the  Deccan  ^  to  keep  open  a  -conunumcati^A 
by  laod  with  the  four  aorthera  circaisi  and  t» 
l)ave  preierved  the  coociaiuty  of  thek  pofleifixMai^ 
and  thofe  of  their  allies*  Bazalet  Juag^  however^ 
was  in  prefeot  pofleffionof  it^  as  a  jagbire,  for  life^ 
for  which  he  was  tribuury  to  his  brother^  the  Su* 
bah  of  the  Deccaa,  aad  by  whom  he  was  bouad 
not  to  difpofe  of  it  ia  any  iBaiiner»  or  to  aay 
perfoQp  wi(hout  his  cotttet  or  appcobttion.  TUs 
province^  in  the  treaijes  by  which  the  other  four 
were  conveyed  aad  confiroied  to  the  Company^ 
was  alfo  ordained  to  beconae  our^s  at  the  death  of 
^asaiet  Jung.  We  were,  at  the  fame  tirne^  re^ 
ftiaiA^  from  all  attempts  by  aegocittion  or  bar* 
l^in,  f zc^ttqg  by  the  mediatioa  of  the  Niaam, 
(0  obuia  the  Guntoor  before  the  time  allotted. 
Th^e  treaties  further  provided,  that  weihould 
Ik^BA  the  Niom  with  our  forces,  ia  all  cafes  o£ 
war  or  iavafioa  i  that  W^  flioidd  operate  as  a  check 
on  the  refraiftory  difpofition  of  Saaafet  Jung,  t9 
the  degree  of  difpoflefling  htm  of  the  jaghire  the 
moment  he  entered  on  meafdre^  dangemw  la  his 
brother,  or  mconfiftent  with  the  tranquLlUty  of  h|l 
pyftrtimmt  i  and  that  any  alliance  with  the  ene- 
AHes  of  the.Con^Wiy,  or  giving  them  any  affift* 
ance,  Ihould  render  him  liable  to  a  ^rfeitute,  not 
only  of  his  pofleffions^  but  of  all  protpftioa,  eitlMr 
from  us  or  hb  brother. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  feemingly  infuperableob* 
fikeies,  fo  eagerly  defirous  had  the  prefidency  beeti 
19  Mtt<;ip9te  the  proprietory  of  this  valaaUe  tecri* 
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tory,  that  overtures  had  been  frequently  fubmitted 
to  the  Nizam  on  the  fubjeft.  But  this  prudent  fo- 
vereign  adopted  the  wife  policy  of  not  granting  too 
much,  as  he  found  the  requifitions  of  the  Company 
were  endlefs.  Thefedlreft  applications  to  him  were 
however  fuch  unequivocal  acknowledgments  of  his 
ibvereignty,  as  ought  to  have  been  an  infupera- 
ble  bar  to  their  treating  with  any  other.  But  time, 
accident,  opportunity,  and  ambition,  dillblred 
the  obligations  which  had  been  formerly  deemed 
binding.  Bazalet  ha,d  been  frequently  charged 
with  entertaining  a  predilection  for  the  French. 
He  was  ftrongly  fufpefted  on  this  occafion  to  be 
folely  direfted  by  their  influence.  He  had  received 
a  body  of  troops  into  his  fervice,  which,  though 
compofed  of  vagabonds  from  almoft  all  the  nations 
in  Europe,  were  yet  commanded  by  one  Mr. 
Lally,  a  Frenchman.  Strong  and  repeated  re- 
monftrances  were  made  to  him  on  this  fufpicious 
meafure.  His  apology  was  not  fatisfaiftory.  The 
friendfhip  of  the  French  was  no  longer  adequate 
to  his  prote<ftion.  The  inteireft  of  the  Englifli  pre- 
dominated every  where  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
it  was  madnefs  to  rifk  their  refentment.  Their 
intrigues  were  feconded  by  menaces.  I'he  ap- 
proaches of  Hyder  Ally,  who  by  this  time  had 
extended  his  conquefts  to  the  frontiers  of  the  circar, 
completed  the  wiihes  of  the  prefidency,  by  terri* 
fying  the  timid  Bazalet  into  compliance.  He  was 
at  the  fame  titne  perhaps  difgufted  by  the  licenti- 
oufoefs  of  his  new  auxiliaries.  He  had  therefore,  in 

the 
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the  end  of  the  year  1778,  thought  himfelfjuftified 
from  the  difficulties  to  which  he  was  reduced,  and 
the  apprehenfions  he  entertained  for  his  fafety,  in 
applying  to  the  Englifli  for  proteflion  and  relief. 
He  foon  after  entered  into  a  treaty  of  friendlhip 
and  alliance,  and  on  our  fide  of  ailiftance  and  de- 
fence, with  the  council  of  Fort  St.  George.  By 
this  agreement,  which  took  place  without  the  know- 
ledge or  intervention  of  the  Nizam,  he  difmifled 
the  French  tro')ps,  ar^d  furrendered  the  Guntoor 
circar  into  the  hands  of  the  Company. 

It  was  propofed  in  council,  that   the   gradual 
procels  of  this  important  tranfaf^ion  (hould  be  tran(^ 
mitted  to  the  Subah,   and  the   completion  of  it 
fufpended  till  his  confent  could  be  obtained,  that  ' 
feme  appearance  of  xefpeA  at  leaft  might  be  paid 
to   the   treaties  fubfifting   between   both   parties. 
This  temperate  and  equitable  advice  was  however 
overruled  by  the  majority.     Thus  did  the  Com- 
pany's fervants  carry  a  compact,  including  new 
arrangements  of  connexion,  revenue,  and  territory, 
with  a  fubjeft,  without  the  participation  or  confent 
of  hb  fovereign.    Nor  could  the  fupreme  govern- 
ment obtain  any  other  information  of  this  very  ex- 
traordinary bufinefs,  than  that  a  negociation  for 
granting  the  Guntoor,  upon  certain  conditions^  to 
the  Company,   was  carrying  on  with  <he  faireft 
profpeft  of  fuccefs.  It  was  not  fo  much  as  fpecified 
either  with  whom  it  was  conduced,  or  by  whom  the 
grant  was  to  be  made*  .  It  was  even  concluded, 

with 
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wttfa  CTtry  formtliry,  full  ten  months  before  any 

4#cUl  accounts  of  ft  reached  Bengal* 

The  Guntoorcocar  was  immediately  farmed  out, 
Mfoti  a  leafe  of  ten  years,  to  tlie  Nabob  of  Arcor, 
who  has  long  a£ied  as  the  great  farmer-general  of 
the  Company  in  this  part  of  India.  Whatever  emo- 
luments tsuj  accrue  to  the  fervants,  the  profits  of 
their  mafters,  from  this  exteniion  of  the  Nabob's 
credit,  feem  rather  problematicaL  His  debts  have 
not  only  reduced  them  to  the  greateft  difiicidry, 
but  opened  fuch  a  field  of  intrigue  for  a  number 
of  unprincipled  individuals,  as  have  fullied  the 
Britiih  name*  Avarice  feems  the  difeafe  of  his 
nature^  and  his  rehi^hmce  to  ^difcharge  his  pecu- 
niary obligations  is  firengthened  K^h  his  years. 
The  Nizam  had  always  regarded  his  «icroach- 
ments  in  the  Deccan  with  jealoufy*  He  knew  the 
principles  that  iufpirbd  him.  He  faw  him  now 
under  a  very  alarming  afpeA  of  public  affairs  s  and 
the  imprel&on  of  various  interefting  tranlaiftions 
at  once  puflied  forward  into  a  fituation,  fo  near, 
fo  critical  and  ib  unexpected,  that  no  moderation 
could  prevent  difputes,  or  vigilance  guard  againft 
danger.  It  was  expeAed  to  prove  fiill  more  oifen* 
five  to  Hyder  Ally»  between whomand  the  Nabob 
there  fubfifted  the  moft  inveterate  and  implacabb 
animofity.  Nor  did  that  prince  long  diiguife  his 
fentiments  of  a  meaiure^  which  ftruck  him  as  in- 
tended to  obftru6l  his  operations  on  the  northern 
borders,  to  encourage  di^j^ce  in  his  new  ac^ 
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jqulfitions,  or  to  &cUItate  a  coacetied  attack  upon 
his  intereft  in  that  ujpi&ttlad  quarter. 

Bazalet  Juag  (boa  became  alarmed  fto»  the  mfr. 
fiaces  he  received^  and  the  dangers  which  gatberecl 
tpuod  him.  Not  thinking  the  troops  within  mach 
of  the  Guntoors  equal  to  hb  pFote45lioo,  he  ucged 
the  prefidency  for  an  inHnediate  and  powerfiil  oe^ 
inforcement.  A  confiderable  detachment,  undeo 
the  command  of  Col.  Harper,  was  forthwith  ftat 
on  that  fervice.  He  was  at  the  fame  time,  with^ 
out  leave  obtained,  or  even  requefted,  and  per*^ 
haps  without  any  real  neceffity,  ordered  to  tahoi 
his  route  through  part  of  Hyder's  dominions^  But 
Hyder  was  too  jealous  and  tenacious  of  his  righm 
to  permit  the  fame  liberties  here  which  bad  beea 
t;aken  on  the  other  fide  of  India*  Harper  had  not 
iboner  entered  the  Cuddepah,  than  he  aAAouncedt 
to  the  officers  of  Hyder,  on  that  flatioo,  the  ob^ 
jeA  and  defiination  of  his  noasch.  Their  anfw^r 
was,  that  he  fhould  be  oppofed,  and  the  pailes 
barricaded  againft  him.  He'  proceeded  ootwith- 
{landing,  but  his  temerity  was  foon  checked.  H^ 
found  the  trees  cut  down  acrofs  the  way  at  ADcour^; 
Qther  means  of  defence  and  obftruiStion  adopted^ 
and^a  large  body  of  troops  fhrongly  p^ed  to^ 
diijpute  his  paiTage.  Having  no  orders  to  cooir 
snence  hoftilities,  the  dread  of  being  inclofed  b^ 
ehe  enemy,  and  preiTed  for  time>  he  g^vie  up  the^ 
defign  for  the  prefent,  and  fell  back  to  Innacooda^ 
which  he  reached  the  14th  of  April  [1779],  after 
{pending  a  week  to  no  purpofe  in  Cudd^Hkbu 
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:.  Aware  that  the  treaty  for  the  Guntoor  circar 
was  not  in  all  rerpe<5ls  conformable  to  the  fpirit  and 
tenor  of  engagments  fubfifiing  between  the  Nizam 
and  the  Company,  it  was  determined  immediately' 
on  the  concluiion   of  that  buiinefs  to  appoint  a 
relident  at  the  court  of  Hydrab^.    Mr.  Hollond 
was  therefore  preferred  to  that  fituation,  and  in- 
firuAed  to  declare  the  determination  of  the  pre- 
fidency/  to  preferve  inviolably  the  treaty  of  1776, 
to  (hew  that  their  late  agreement  with   Bazalet 
Jung  was   no  infringement   of  it,  and  that  they 
had  hitherto  made   all   their  applications  to  the 
Nizam^  as  anfwerable  for   the  deportment  of  his 
brother,    but  that  their  apprehenfions   from   the 
French  troops  had  impelled  them  at  laft  to  open 
a   negociation  directly  with  Bazalet.     He  was  to 
affure  him  at  the  fame  that  the  Pefhcufh,  or  tri- 
bute, for  the  northern  circars,  which  had  not  for 
fome   time  paft  been  punctually  difcharged,  was 
delayed  only  on  that  account. 

The  account  of  this  appointment,  tranfmitted  to 
die  fuperior  government,  ftates  only,  that  the  pre- 
fidency  of  Fort  St.  George  ferioufly  dreaded  the 
refentment  of  the  Nizam,  from  his  attachment  to 
the  Poonah  miniftry,  his  hatred  to  Kagoba,  and 
our  concern  in  the  Marratto  diflentions  ;  that,  as 
the  northern  circars  were .  much  expofed  to  inva- 
fion  frortfi  the  Deccan,  and  the  Subah*s  friendfhip 
extremely  doubtful,  they  deemed  it  highly  expe- 
dient to  have  the  beft  and  earlieft  intelligence  of 
hi$  defigns ;  and  that  for  this  purpofe,  and  for  fet^ 
r   -^  .tling 


TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA.       351 

jKng  whatever  related  to  the  Guntoor  circar,  and 
the  difmiffion  of  the  French  troops,  they  had  ap- 
pointed Mr.  HoUond  their  refident  at  the  Nizam^s 
I>urbar,  and  inftrudled  him  to  correfpond  with  the 
fupreme  council  on  whatever  deferved  their  atr 
tentlon  in  that  quarter. 

Our  refident  was  received  by  the  Nizam  with 
every  mark  of  refpcift.     He   ftated  a  variety  of 
inftances,  to  prove  with  what  fidelity  he  had  uni- 
formly maintained  his  engagements  to  the  Com« 
pany.     He  affumed  the  fole  merit  of  having  in-^ 
duced  his  brother  to  part  with  the  French  troops, 
whom  he  had  taken  into  his  own  fervice,  that  they 
might  not  join  either  Hyder  Ally  or  the  Marrattos, 
Buty  when  at  a  fubfequent  audience  the  ai&irs  of 
the  Guntoor  province  were  opened,  and  he  under- 
Aood  that  a  body  of  our  troops  had  marched  £3r 
the  protection  of  the  country  againft  the  defigns 
of  Hyder,  in  expe(5tation  that  his  own  forces  woukl 
join  them  for  accomplfihing  that  purpofe,  it   is 
iaid  that  his  countenance  was  at  once  exceedingly 
changed,  and  he  laboured  under  the  greateH  and 
moft  vifible  anguifh  of  mind.     It  appears  as  if 
he  had  refolved  on  revenge  from  this  moment,  and 
that  in  all  his  fubfequent  conferences  with  Hpllond 
this  infult  was  conftantly  uppermoft  in  his  mind  ^ 
that'^e  frequently  urged  the  grofs  abfurdity  of  af- 
fe<^ing  a  friendfhip^    notwithAanding  a   condu6l 
thus  glaringly  hoftile ;  that  his  feelings  would  by 
00  meai^s  fui&r  him  to  brook  fuch  an  interference 
with  his  family  cpncerns ;  that  the   intentions  im- 
puted 
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puted  to  Hyder  Ally,  of  moleftiag  his  brother*iJ 
,  country,  had  no  ejaftance  but  in  our  tnfidious  p^* 
Hey  ',  that  the  rre&ty  required  our  troops  to  be  im* 
ttiediately  countermanded  from  entering  the  c«rcar; 
or,  if  the  treaty  was  Hot  to  be  regarded,  he  wouM 
himfelf  oppofe  them  -,  and  that  Hyder  Ally  waft 
about  to  chaftife  the  preiidency  for  their  perfidy, 
by  fuddenly  felling  on  the  Carnatie  in  his  former 
mode  oi  overrunning  the  country,  plundering  and 
burning  every  thing  before  him,  and  cautioully 
avoiding  fix04  battles. 

In  eonfequence  of  HoUond^s  Aivourabt^  lecep* 
iSoa  at  Hydrabad,  it  was  refolved  in  council  to 
try  if  a  remiifion  of  the  tribute  for  the  nonbem. 
eircars  could  not  be  obtained.  Thefe  were  held 
)>y  k  pbirmaund  or  grant  from  the  great  Mogul, 
who  ftill  a^med  the  filly  prerogative  of  giving 
nway  countries,  into  which  he  had  not  the  privi^ 
lege  of  entering.  This,  they  prefumed,  eAablifiied 
their  free  and  unconditional  right  to*  the  five 
eircars,  and  their  receiving  them  afterwards  from 
fhe  Nizam,  on  paying  an  annual  tribute,  was-  stf 
forrender  of  the  Company's  property,  ThcfJf 
ideas  were  much  laboured  in  a  minute  from  the 
•jprefident,  which  was  adopted.  HoUond  wa^eon-* 
fcquently  inftruAed  to  mention  no  comproimfe,  nor 
to  flipulate  for  any  part  of  the  Pefhcufh,  until  all 
his  exertions  to  prevail  with  the  Nizam  to  relin- 
quifli  the  whole  proved  unfuccefsful.  In  f  hat  ca^e, 
he  was  to  be  fatisfied  with  an  abatement  from  five 
lacks,  the  prefent  ftandard,  to  two;  th^  rate  ai^ 

wbich 


\rhtch  tli6  Cbrnpany  had  field  the  ari^ears  foi  thb 
firft  fix  years. 

.  It  hapf^oed  raih'^r  imfoTttmately  for  tfa«  foccefa 
of  this  propofal  that  h  wars  itede  whetx  the  pay- 
ment  of  <he  irfear  was  e]tpe6led,  and  while  hi!f 
pefentmefnts  fdr  the  injuries  done  to  his  inter^ft,  in' 
the  affair  of  the  Ghantoor  province,  were  ftill 
warihty  avowed.  He.  now  conceived  the  prtfi- 
denoy  to  be  bent  on  wa!r,  and  opfenly  declafe<4 
Irinofelf  prepared  to  meet  th^m;  He  threatened 
to  join  Hyder  Ally,  and  defired  thstt  his  opinion 
might  be  iMmediately  comihunicated  ta  the'  pte* 
fidency,  and  a  fj|)eedy  anfwer  returned,  left  hi^ 
troops  advanced  on  Colonel  Harper,  in  his  Way  to 
the  Guntoor.  Holfond,  though  regularly  ardvifed! 
fey  the  prefidency  to  affure  the  Ni^am  that  no^ 
threat  wa^iheani!,  but  t!hat  whatever  remiffion  coujd 
be  obtained  fliouM  proceed  entirely  from  his  own 
Itounty  and  friendiliip.  Was  told,  at  the  i^ame  tim^, 
to'perfift  hfr  urging  the  requifition,  as  having  a  folid 
foundation  in  equity,  as  what  could  not  be  giveA 
up,  alad  as  a  mesfure  with  Which  th^  NizaA's 
compliance  was  expedited.  He  was  alfo  autho-* 
med  to  ^d,  that,  t4iough  they  meant  (fo  pay  the 
whole  arrears  when  convenient,  they  w^re  not  un- 
prepared to  retaliate  whatever  fieps  diight  be  takeiv 
tor  embarrafs  or  imfult  them.  It  was  even  infi*- 
Ruated,  that  the  prefidency  hoped  the  forces  un- 
der Lally  would  be  dilmifled,*  and  direfted  to 
gnarrch  towards  the  fea  coaft,  ;hat-  all  the  European  # 
might  wiflKHit  delay  be  fent  to  fheir  refpe<5Hv6f 
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35+        TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA. 

countries^  and  that  the  natives  ihould  in  like  mazi^ 
ner  be  dilbanded. 

Nothing  could  be  more  impolitic  than  the  eager- 
nefs  with  which  thefe  invidious  dtfcuilions  were 
brought  forward  at  prefent,  and  HoUond  was  in- 
formed, on  the  laft  day  of  Auguft^  that  the  Pe(h^ 
cufh  would  be  expected,  and  .demanded  as  ufual, 
or  the  payment  of  it  enforced ;  that  immediate 
war  would  follow  the  firft  refufal,  and  that  he 
might  have  his  audience  of  leave  in  two  days* 
Thefe  declarations  were  fucceaded  by  formal  no- 
tice to  prepare  for  his  departure.  The  Nizam 
even  talked  publicly  of  taking  the  field  whenever 
the  rainy  months  were  at  an  end.  Happily,  the 
fupreme  council  totally  condemned  the^  offenfive 
meafures,  which  for  fome  time  had  been  thus  go- 
ing forward  with  the  Subah.  They  difpatched'  a 
letter  to  that  prince,  as  foon  as  they  were  made 
acquainted  with  his  lituation;  in  which,  without 
arraigning  the  condu6l  of.  the  Madras  prefidency,. 
they  endeavoured  to  foothe  and  allay  his  apprehea- 
iions,  to  fatisfy  him  that  no  meafures.  could  be  fi- 
nally fettled  without  their  concurrence^  and  to 
conciliate  his  confidence,  by  affurances  that  they 
would  fufFer  no  infringement  of  the  treaty  between 
them.  They  told  him,  HoUond  was  directed  to 
fufpend  his  negociation  until  he  received  further 
Inftruitions  from  his  immediate  conftituents,  to 
whom  they  had  written  on  the  fubjeft.  They  in- 
clofed  a  copy  of  their  letter  to  the  Nizam  in  that 
which  they  direded  to  Madras.     And,  not   fe- 
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Verely  condemning  what  had  taken  plice,  they 
only  enjoined  a  ftrift  compliance  with  the  mea-  • 
fures  now  recommended  for  the  reftoration  of  that 
mutual  cordiality  which  had  formerly  diftinguiftied 
their  connexion.     The  Nizam  was  on  the  eve  of 
avenging  himfelf  for  the  wrongs  done  him  by  the 
Madras  prefidcncy,  when  this  letter  arrived,  which 
he  received  with  the  greaieft  fatisfaftion :    **  If 
what  you  write,"  faid  he,  **  is  from  your  heart, 
and  the   government  of  Madras  will  adhere 
ftridly  to  treaty,  and  will  refinquifh  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  treaty,  it  is  well  5  if  not,  I  have 
nothing  of  greater  confequence  than  defending 
my  country.     It  is  from  this  new  line  of  con- 
duct of  the  Englifh  Company  that  the  founda*- 
tions  of  enmity  have  been  laid  in  the  whole 
country  of  Indoftan." 
The  council  of  Madras  were  exceedingly  dif* 
gufted  by  this  interference  of  the  fupreme  govern- 
ment.    They  did  not  expeft  that  their  endeavours 
to  relieve  the  Company  from  fo  heavy  a  burden 
fliould  be  charged  to  a  wanton  violation  of  faith. 
Their  conduA  to.  the  Nizam  had  been  blameable 
only  for  the  extreme  forbearance  they  had  fliewn 
hinu     They  imputed  his  refentments  to  that  teme^ 
rity  which  fb  generally  originates  in  a  confciouf- 
nefe  of  impotence.     They  alledged,  that  whatever 
hoftile  intentions  he  might  really  indulge  arofe  eivr 
tirely  from  the  Marratto  war ;   and  they  boldly 
juitified  the  detention  of  the  tribute,  by  the  ex^mr 
pie  which  the  Bengal  prefic^ency  bad  fet  them  of 
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deveiHng  th^  emperor  of  hts.     They  ereA  con^ 
•  tended,  chat  this  was  a  queftion  in  whicb  the  6^ 
perior  boaed  had  ao  concern ;  and  that  the  dbiufe 
in  the  a<5)i  oi  parliament,  fiom  which  they  derived 
their  authority,  could  not  be  conftrued  to  juftify 
their  interference.     They  voted  the  recal  and  fu£^ 
penfion  of  Holiond  fbs  obeying  their  mflsudliDBs 
in  correfponding  with  the  fupreme  couticit  ii»  Cal- 
.cutta,    who,   notwith&uiding,  continued'  his  ap- 
pointment as  the  Company's  refident  at  the  court 
o£  Hydrabad*     This  unhappy  difpute  was,  after 
much  altercation  and  warmth,  brought  to  a  con- 
xluiion,  and  fatisfa£tion.  obtained  for  the  Nizam; 
while  the  whole  circumjacent  country  was  ia  a 
ihite  of  actual  invafion,  by  a  fufpeniion  of^  Mr. 
Whitehill^  who-  bad  fucceeded  Sir  Thomas  Kauxw 
bold  in  that  government. 

The  failure  of  Harper*^  ejcpedition,  though 
owing  to  no  mifcondu<St  on  his  part,  brought  hia 
into  difgrace  with  the  prefidency.  By  the  fpirtted 
interference  of  Hyder,  he  had  been  obliged  ta 
wait  for  frefli  orders.  Nor  did  thefe  arrive  till 
he  was  in  want  both  of  money  and  provifioo, 
which  prevented  his  march  by  the  only  way  in 
which  it  ought  at  firft,  and  could  now  be  pur^ 
filed.  This  delay  difconcerted  entirely  th^-  d^figm 
of  the  prefidency.  Willing  to  exculpate  them* 
felve8  at  Harper's  expence,  they  charged  hii»with 
procrafiination,  Slnd  fuperfeded  him  in  the  com^ 
mandy  by  appointing  Colonel  Millie  in  his  ftead; 
TheoccafioQ  of  fuccouring.  the  country  oif  Basalet 
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Jung  was  the  more  preffing,  that  Hyder  Ally,  ia 
his  letters  to  faim^  remonftrated  ftrongly  againft 
his  conae^lion  witk.the  EngiUfa,  whofe  councils. 
he  treated  with  contempt,  while  he  fpoke  of  their 
politics  as  dangerous  and  profligate  in  the  extreikie. 
He  profeffed  to  know  them  perfeftly.  They  were, 
in  bis  opinion^  the  common  enemies  of  the  coun- 
try, perhaps  of  the  fpecies*  His  own  exjperience 
and  fuccefs  in  the  lad  war  would  operate,  hd 
trufted,  at  the  fame  time,  as  proofs  that  they  ware 
by  no  means  fo  formidable,  even  in  arms,  as  Was 
▼ainly  imagined  by  thofe  who  had  not  courage  td 
face  them.  For  thefe  reafons  he  could  not  agree  ^ 
to  patting  the  circar  into  the  hands  c^  thofe  who 
had  been  his  old  and  inveterate  enemies.  Nor  wad 
the  Niaam  lefs  importunate  with  his  brother  in  dif« 
Juading  him  from  this  ominous  alliance.  He  afted^ 
whether  he  knew  the  cdture  of  thofe  Europeans^ 
who  could  never  be  induced  to  part  with  any  thin^ 
they  had  once  obtained*  He  pointed  to  Sujah 
Dowlah  and  his  fon,  as  examples  of  the  danger 
and  ruin  which  uniformly  attends  their  firiehdfhip. 
And  he  threatened  to  punifh  his  perfiftence  in  this 
impolitic  connection,  by  joining  his  troops  with 
Hyder*s,  and  totally  difpofleiling  him  of  all  hi^ 
territories. 

The  dilatory  march  of  the  Company's  detach^ 
inent  gave  Hyder  a  full  opportunity  of  convincing 
both  the  prefidency  and  their  new  ally  how  inuch 
lie  hod  been  in  eafneft  in  the  advice  he  had  given. 
By  OM  oi  thoft  i^a|nd  movements  fer  which  his 
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military  conduft  has  been  fo  much  diftinguiihed^ 
he  fuddenly  entered  the  dominions  of  Bazalet,  and, 
ravaging  all  the  open  country,  confined  him  within 
the  walls  of  his  capital,  Adoni,  Thus  circum- 
ftanced,  he  reprefented  at  Madras  the  abfolute  im- 
poflibility  of  oow  fulfilling  his  engagements.  He 
therefore  requefted  that  they  would  withdraw  their 
troops  and  civil  officer^  from  his  territories,  as  their 
continuance  might  expofe  him  and  the  whole  pro- 
vince to  ftill  greater  feverities. 

Differences   fubfifting   between  the  prefidency 
and  Hyder  Ally,  which  had  been  more  or  lefs  wi- 
dening  ever  fince  that  difgraceful  moment  in  which 
he  had  forced  their  fignature  to  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  clofe  alliance  at  the  gatQs  of  Madras,   had 
lately  been  attended  with  fo  many  irritating  cir- 
cumflances  pn  both  fides,  that  fincere  accommoda- 
tion, however  defirable,  was  no  longer  to  be  ex- 
pefted.     He  had,  indeed,  folicited  our  friendfhip 
jwith  an  aflSduity  which  can  only  be  juftified  by  the 
conviftion  which  he  entertained  of  its  utility.  And 
every  principle  of  juft  policy  pointed  him  out  as 
the  natural  ally  of  the  Company.     But  their  fer- 
vants,  by  a  feries  of  ill  ufage ;   by  fulfilling  no 
promife  they  had  given ;  by  a  breach  of  every 
treaty  they  had  made  j  and  by  returning  his  kindeft 
offices  with  ingratitude ;  converted  him  into  one 
of  their  bittereft  and  mod  determined  enemies. 
He  was  by  far  the  moft  powerful  neighbour  they 
/had  on  the  coafl  of  Coromandel.     He  poflefled 
tbof^^  hilly  countries  which  bound  2ind  barricade 
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the  weftem  extremities  of  the  Carnatic.     His  in- 
fluence, from  wealthy  dominion,  and  military  force, 
among  the  Nairs,  Nabobs,  and  princes,   in  thefe 
part*;,   might,   efpecially  in  times  of  war,    have 
been  rendered  of  the  moft  efTential  confequence  to 
our  intereft.     But  the  politics  of  the  prefid^ncy 
had  been  warped,  for  years,  with  the.  prejudices  of 
Mahommed  Ally,  who,  animated  by  an  invincible 
hatred  to  the  perfon  and  fortunes  of  Hyder,  em- 
ployed all  his  artifice  and  intrigues  to  foment  the 
difference  between  him  and  the  EngliCi.     This  is 
the  only  probable  account  that  has  yet  been  given 
of  the  treatment  which  that  great  man  experienced 
from  the  council  of  Madras*     The  Nabob  urged 
them,  with  all  his  addrefs,  to  join  the  Marrattos 
in  putting  a  flop  to  the  progrefe  of  Hyder*s  con- 
quefts,  and,  by  a  well-concerted  plan  of  co-ope- 
ration, to  crufh  his  riling  grandeur.  '  They  might 
think  it  prudent  to  foften  the  abfolute  rejection  of 
his  fyftem,  by  an  unqualified  acquiefcence  in  the 
refentments  that  produced  it.     And  perhaps  it  was 
not  eafy,  under  fuch  circumilances,    to  preferve 
the  eileem  of  their  ally,  without  aiTuming  a  cool« 
nefs  to  a  power  for  whom  he  profefTed  fo  radical  a 
diflike. 

Our  expedition  to  Mahie,  a  fort  (kuated  on  thft 
Malabar  coafl,  in  the  vicinity  .of  Hyder's  domir 
nions,  was,  by  the  predilection  which  it  difcovered 
him  to  have  for  the  French,  the  occafipn  of  his 
ftewing  an  unequivocal  antipathy  to  the  prefidency 
^f  Madras?  This  port  belonge^l  to  one  of  Hyder^s 
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tributary  princes ;  and  he  confickred  It  as  w^tbfA 
the  line  of  that  protedioii  which  he  eztisnded  to 
all  his  territories.     It  was  for  this  reafoa,  and  Q^ 
ifiis  principle,    that  he   remonfirated  ajii5|jnft  thf 
expedition.    Here  many  Europeans,  of  all  n^tions^ 
bad  cftablilhed  faftpries,  or  w/ere  ipdiyi4ually  f^t- 
tied  for  the  purpofes  of  carrying  on  a  n^utual  cotxkr 
mercial  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  his  do*- 
minions,  and  to  the  Reciprocal  adv^pt^ge  of  th^if 
j(pfpt£iiVQ  countries,   ^oth  in  India  ^^od  £urop^| 
While  thefe '  advL-nturers  aded  this  part  of  goo4 
fubjedls,  he  thought  it'  his  duty,  as  we(I  ^g  fnter#, 
to  defend  thein  againft  evejry  power  «|rho  fhpM^ 
dare  po  intefrupt  ^heir  tranquillity,    He  difa\'owe4 
faking  any  (Jf^SLtc  or  concerp  in  the  priy^t^  qu^r7 
rels  which  iqight  agitate  the  diderent  actions  j^ 
Europe;  but  it  was  his  ferious  decerifiii^atioa  %% 
^onfider  the  hoftilities  againft  Mahie  as  prlpc^pallj^ 
^\p^td  at  hifn ;  and  that  he  fhould  of  courfe  fep^l 
^d  revenge  them  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  Hi; 
Vakeel  at  Madras  was  authorized  to  4^nQuac^,  i^ 
the  moft  explicit  ternis,  an  irftiption  into  the  Cafi 
natic,  unlefs  this  mad  pxoje^^  v^as  l^id  afi4^« 

The  ilrength  of  the  Proi^cii,  however,  and  theif 
intrigues  in  this  place,  was  an  object  of  very  fe-j 
rious  attention  to  fhe  welfare  pf  (]ie  Cqp^By. 
It  y(^s  confequently  refolved  to  profecu^e  the  e{^-7 
'terpris^e  at  all  hazar^U.  The  detaclyi^ent  \^{^  coii^-i 
gi^nd^d  by  Colpnel  Braithwa^te^  whofe  rapid  ej(n 
ertions  and  fuccefjs  in  j^dOcing  (he  Ibrt  defe^e^ 

th&  iAtfiptioii  of  JlydQr,  who  wdflxfi4  ttfJftYe  pj^  . 
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^4nrv«4  ^9  ^a»d  who  ever  after  coi^fidered  t)ie  mqa«- 
ii^re  as  a  pec fon^^I  iafyU  ¥r.hk;i»  M  was  oUig^d  M^ 
jiooour  to  retaU^te^, 

The  Nabo^    -'^  Arcpt,    who  ipprehen4e4  tbt 
3|pft  iSbrif^  copfequ^nc^s  froip  the  r^fantm^ht^  of 
Hyder  AUy,  M^^as  inc^ffant  ia  apprifiag  tjje  coua- 
cU  of  the  impending  danger.     He  p<HQted  omT 
fiich  a  difpolitiQn  of  the  forces  a$  might  beft  an^ 
£wpT  the  exigencies  pf  th^  iervice.     The  fuddea^ 
/ier$,  or  unexpe<5)ed  celerity,  with  which  the  enQoty 
would  acconipliih  his  intention  s  the  confternatioa 
^d  diiiraclion  inoid^pt  to  an  inyafion  $  tha  g^n^* 
ral  molefiation  which  the  rapidity  of  the  cavalrj 
9^pilJ4  occafipn  ',  were  circumftances  which  muft 
iippede  the  coUe(5lion  of  trpops  fgatter^  in  r9- 
fOpte  iityations*  Praught  bullocks  for  the  artillery^ 
god  coolie,  or  porters,  for  ai^fting  in  the  convey* 
ipce  both  of  baggage  and  provriions,  in  fucb  » 
tMment  of  trepidation,  it  would  be  almoft  i^dpofg^ 
b)e  lo  procgre*    He  aifur^d  thenEi,  at  the  faiii^ 
tiaie,  that  he  bad  neither  tfeafure  nor  tfoope  19 
which  he  could  place  any  fgb(tantial  d^pendeact^ 
The  veli-known  averfion  of  the  Nabob  to  Hyder 
Ally  rendered  hijs  iateiUgeng^  fufpiciot)s»  and  der 
Ibated  the  natural  effe<^  of  this  wholefpinQ  advi9!6» 
He  was  the  firft,  however,  to  announce  the  peacf 
which  took  pbce  between  Hyder  and  the  Mar- 
fattos;  an  event  foon  aft^  but  $op  fatally  qcho^ 
finped,  and  which  ought  to  have  been  confidered 
9a  the  ceftain  fignal  of  the-  4r«adivl  caUmUief 
mhkk  Mi^wed.  Biit>  thai^h  l>7  th^s  tms  hafdjy 
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an  individlial  in  the  fettlement  doubted  the  reality 
^f  the  enemy's  defigns  and  preparations  againft  it, 
fiill  no  meafures  were  adopted  for  averting  the 
f  cdnfcquences.    They  trufted  fuch  an  accommoda- 

tion might  be  effeAed  by  the  fuperibr  govern- 
ment, in  other  quarters  of  India,  as  would  baffle, 
or  fufpend  at  leaft,  the  operations  againft  the  Car- 
natic.  I'hefe,  however,  were  every  where  carried 
on  with  vigour,  and  without  difguife,  for  the 
avowed  purpofe  of  diftrefling  the  prefidency,  who, 
DOtwithftanding,  perfevered  in  as  much  inattendoa 
and  torpid  negligence  as  if  no  fymptoms  of  hdii- 
iity  had  appeared. 

The  Nabob,  at  the  moment  when  his  e^iftence 
was  threatened  with  inevitable  deftruilion,  was  in 
debt  to  all  the  world,  to  the  Company,  to  his 
army,  and  to  individuals.  It  had  been  long  his 
plan  to  borrow  from  all  who  would  lend,  and  never 
to  pay.  Every  article  of  his  expenditure  was  load- 
ed, and  in  arrears.  His  places  of  ftrength  were  ill 
garrifoned,  without  ftotes,  ammunition,  or  provi- 
fions.  His  troops,  deftltute  of  neceffaries,  were 
altogether  without  difcipline,  and  in  the  habit  of 
mutiny  and  defertiorv  His  cavalry  were  feen  to 
defert,  at  noon -day,  by  whole  regiments,  with 
their  horfes  and  arms.  He  owed  the  recovery  of 
his  beft  regiment  from  fuch  a  fituation  to  the  ge- 
nerofity  of  a  Britifli  officer,  who,  to  fatisfy  their 
demands,  and  reconcile  them  to  the  fervice,  ad* 
vanced  his  whole  private  fortune.  Even  this  fum, 
thus  feafonalfly  lenf^  was  not  repaid  till  the  gentle^ 
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man  was  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs;  and  then  only 
by  the  government  of  Madras  on  the  Nabob's  ac- 
count. 

The  prefidency  indeed  were  in  poffeffion  of  a 
gallant  and  well-difplined  army  of  about  thirty 
thoufand  men.  Lord  Macleod  had  recently  rein- 
forced them  by  a  new-raifed  regiment  of  a  thou- 
fand men  from  England.  But  this  force  was  dif- 
pcrfed  into  various  detachments,  on  fervices  at  the 
greateft  diftance.  A  feleftion  of  the  beft  troops 
on  the  eftablifliment  were  difpatched  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  Goddard  in  the  Guzurat.  Others  were 
ftationed  in  garrifons  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  and 
Colonel  Baillie  commanded  no  inconfiderable  force 
in  the  Guntoor  circar.  In  the  Carnatic  there  was 
none  of  any  confideration  coUeAed.  They  we<5 
fcattered  -in  quarters  and  garrifons.  The  treafury 
was  without  money,  and  the  military  magazine 
without  an  adequatft  ftore  of  either  amunition  or 
provifion.  Much  of  this  deficiency  was  attri- 
buted to  the  Nabob,  who,  in  proportion  as  he 
prediAed  the  approach  of  danger,  had  been  urged 
though  without  effeit  to  provide  againfl  the  worft. 
His  army  had  formerly  amounted  \o  nearly  thirty- 
five  thoufand  effeilive  men,  a  number  who,  joined 
to  the  Company's,  would  have  now  fufficiently 
protected  the  Carnatic.  But  their  total  want  of 
order  and  fubordinatlon  had  lately  rendered  their 
number  of  no  confequence.  It  would  at  the  fame 
time  have  greatly  altered  the  pofture  of  aflairs  for 
th$  b^tter^  had  his  forts  and  garrifons  been  in  a 
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proper  fiate  of  defence,  his  troops  bat  tolerably 
difcipltned,  and  bis  large  arrears  to  the  Company 
confiderably  leflened.  They  might  then  have 
ai^ed  with  vigour  and,  effeA  in  his  fupport,  as  well 
as  their  own.  And  though  the  frequent  intelligence 
they  received  had  not  roufed  them  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  activity  and  exertion,  as  che^  exigencies  of 
the  prefent  criiis  feemed  to  demand,  it  afforded 
conftant  occafion  of  remonftrating  with  the  Nabob 
on  thQ  ruinous  fiate  of  his  army  and  finance. 

Oqx  want  of  conduA  and  forefight  only  ftimu- 
lated  the  genius  of  the  enemy,  who,  availing  him- 
Ui£  of  our  infenfibility,  was  anxious,  in  his  fan^ 
guinary  p^roxyfm,  to  feize  upon  the  vi(£tim  of  his 
fury  by  furprife.  The  following  account  of  this 
^wful  event  is  given  by  a  writer,  whofe  mafterly 
powers  of  natural  defcription,  have  no  equal  in  nu>* 
d^rn  times.  Hyder  Ally  **  refolved,  in  the  gloomy 
recedes  of  a  mind  capacious  of  fuch  things,  to 
leave  the  whole  Carnatic  an  everlafling  monu- 
ent  of  vengeance,  and  to  put  perpetual  dcfola* 
tion  as  a  barrier  between  him  and  thofe  againft 
**  whom  the  faith,  which  holds  the  moral  elements 
of  the  world  together,  was  no  protection.  He 
became  at  length  fo  confident  of  his  force,  fo 
**  collected  in  his  might,  that  he  made  no  fe* 
**  cret  whatfoever  of  his  dreadful  refolution.  Hav^ 
*•  ing  terminated  bis  difputes  with  every  enemy, 
and  every  rival,  who  buried  their  mytual  ani- 
nM)fities  in  their  common  didleftatioii  (ftke  £2^* 
'^  If/h.    He  drew  fmn  ev^ry  quaxter  whatever 
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2  &r^;i&  fetocity  cosld  add  to   his  fiew  tudi^ 
ments  m  the  artsof  deftnx^oa^  aad^  coitifouadt- 
ing  all  the  materials  of  fory,  harocic,  and  d^- 
folation,  into  one  black  cloud,  he*  Iiung  for  t 
^*  while  00  the  declivities  of  the  moantaiM.  Whiift 
the  aijthors  of  all  tfaefe  evils  were  idly  sndf  fba^ 
pidty  gating  on  this  manaciixg  meteor,  whieik 
blackened  all  their  korixoa^  ic  ixiddenlty-  baai^ 
and  poured  down  the  whole  of  ks  cennenos  ti|)Mi 
the  plains  of  the  Camatic.  TbeA  eiffued  a  feeii^ 
of  woe,  the  like  of  which  iso  eye  had  f^M^ 
'^  no  heart  conceived,  and  which  vs&  tongtU5  csA 
**  adequately  telL    All  the  horrors  of  war,  before 
^  known  or  heard  of,  were  mercy  to  tfaac  mw 
^  havock !  A  ftorcs  of  univerfal  fire  biafted  e^e^y 
^  field,  eonfumed  erery  houfe,  deftroyed  eveiy 
temple !  The  miferable  inhabitatifis,  flyiAg  ftoA 
their  flaming  villages,    in   part  were   flauglk- 
tersdi  others,  without  regard  tofex^  to  age,  ii» 
the  reipecB^of  rank,  or  f^crednefsof  fim^lioA^; 
Others  torn  from  children,  huibands  ftom  wivi^ 
eavebped    in  a  whirlwind  of  cavalry,    and 
amidft  the  goading  fpears  of  drivers,  and  the 
trampling  of  purfuing  horfes ;  were  fwepc  int^ 
cavptivity  in  'an  unknown  and  hoftile  land  ! 
.    The  firft  accounts  of  this  terrible  difafter,  which 
commenc^.  in  the  firontiers^  were  fo  far  from  being 
criddited  at  Madras,  that  they  were  even  treated 
with  contempt.     The  burning  of  Conjeveram  four 
d^ys  after  th^  invafion,  and  the  appearailce  of  th» 
«[iemy*s  horie  in  the  neigbourbos^,  wew  fuch  pr^ 
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fages  of  approaching  danger^  however,  as  cduld  tif> 
longer  be  difputed.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Johnfoa 
had  indeed,  with  a  laudable  foreiight,  endeavoured 
to  mak^  the  majority  fenfible  of  the  fituation  to 
which  the  intereft  of  the  Company  In  that  quar^ 
ter  was  ezpiofed.  They  preiTed  the  Immediate 
meceility  of  aflembling  the  troops,  and  taking  iuch 
other  precautions  as  might  check  the  arrogance 
of  an  enemy  fluihed  with  the  expedlatlon  of  finding 
them  unprepared.  The  ardour,  the  eloquence, 
and  the  dignity  of  feeling,  with  which  Mr.  Sad- 
ler reprobated  the  remiflhefs,  which  had  fo  long 
and  fo  unaccountably  chara^lerifed  the  councils  of 
Madras,  are  on  record,  and  will  remain  an  honour- 
able teilimony  to  his  independent  principles  and 
patrlotlfm,  when  the  condu<5l  that  excited  his 
manly  and  virtuous  indignation  Is  forgotten  or  exe- 
crated. The  feverity  of  his  ftriftures  ferved  only 
to  irritate  the  delinquents,  who  pronounced  them 
illiberal,  inflammatory,  and  unfounded.  They 
imputed  them  to  weaknefs,  envy  or  fedition. 
Some  expreiHons  they  conilrued  Into  an  intention 
of  difturbing  the  public  tranquillity,  and  others 
they  confidered  as  derogatory  to  the  authority  of 
the  felecft  committee.  On  thefe  charges  they  voted 
Mr.  Sadler  fufpended  from  his  feat  in  the  council^ 
and  the  fervice  of  the  Company.  Mr.  Johnfon  and 
Mr.  Smith  protefled,  with  great  propriety  and 
earneftnefs,  againft  this  violent  meafure.  They 
avowed  the  moft  perfe(5l  coincidence  of  fentimenc 
with  the  minute  on  which  this  fentence  of  fufpea* 
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fion  was  founded.  They  infifted  that  the  terror 
of  the  example  was  calculated  to  anhlhilate  free* 
dom  of  debate.  They  alledged  that  no  fpecific 
charge  was  brought  againft  Mr.  Sadler^  and  that 
he  had  not  even  been  heard  in  his  own  defence* 
And  they  imputed  the  rigour  of  his  punifhment 
lather  to  the  angry  fuggeftions  of  private  pique, 
than  the  difinterefted  motives  of  public  fpirit. 

While  the  prefidency  of  Madras  were  thus  con-^ 
fuming  their  time  in  perfonal  animofity,  Hyder 
Ally  was  carrying  on  the  favage  bufinefs  of  car* 
nage  and  rapine  in  e^^ery  quarter  of  th€i  Carnatic. 
The  harmlefs  inhabitants  of  a  defencelefs  country 
were  in  this  manner  facrificed  by  thousands,  in  re- 
venge for  a  conduft  which  few  of  them  knew,  and 
none  of  them  could  prevent.  The  army  of  this 
fell  deftroyer  confifted  of  nearly  one  himdred. 
thoufand  men.  Thirty  thoufand  well-difciplinei 
infantry,  and  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  were  under 
his  own  command,  every  where  capturing  the  forts, 
wafting  the  country,  and  rearing  piles  of  diflio- 
nourable  triumph,  amidft  heaps  of  laborious  ruin. 
Wherever  the  grand  army  quartered  or  encampied, 
flying  parties  of  various  defcriptions  and  magnitude 
extended  the  fcene  of  deftruftion  with  equal  rapi- 
dity and  fuccefs,  in  all  dire(5lions  far  and  wide* 
A  chofen  detachment,  under  Meer  Saib,  hovered 
on  the  b  rders  of  the  Cuddepah,  to  emancipate, 
perharps,  the  brother  of  the  Nizam,  from  his  de- 
pendence on  the  prefidency,  to  involve  the  north* 
crn  circars  in  the  general  cataftrophe^   or  to  in-- 
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tercept  tbe  tr6op$  mder  the  dlre^ioa  of  Bailfid* 
Tke  terror  nai  oonfufioQ  infeparable  from  ofxtra- 
tioAs,  objeAs'  and  contingencies^  thus  fierce  itnd  . 
tremetkdous,  accutntilated  ff rength  and  confec^ence 
from  f  he  tremor  and  indeeifiow  of  govcrniftent.  Tho 
goiukLI  ws  eqQallj  wkhout  unaninniry  or  fyhiti€ii 
IB  deIiberadon>  or  action.  The  orders  they  bfibed 
one  day  ^ere  ^rol^ed  the  neit ;  and  it  wa$  et6h 
agreedy  lAiat  ther  advice  and  prefence  of  th^  6om- 
mander  in  chief  were  more  necefl^ry  at  Madfa& 
thsn  at  the  head  of  the  army.  The  terttpot^f 
command  of  the  troops  was  coAfequently  delegated 
to  Lord  Marcleod,  who,  difliking  the  arratigiement 
prefcribed,.  digefted  a  fyftem  fqt  Kimfelf,  which 
Ke  flibmitted  to  the  prelidency,  with  this  decbra- 
tion,  that  he  could  not  adopt  a  #efponfibility  ici  t]S§ 
dxecution  of  plains  which  did  i^ot  coincide  v^h  his 
own  jiidgmertt.  Sir  Hecfter  Monro  was  therefore 
onder  the  neceffity ,  notwithftafiding  the  lare  refo- 
lutiofi  of  die  fele^  comnvictee,  to  exchange  thtf 
eabinet  foi'the  camp. 

Mean  while  intelligence  kept  pouring  in  from 
every  quartet,  of  the  eiiettiy's  6tal  progrefs,  of  hirf 
frelh  devaftations,  and  of  his  nearer  approafches* 
The  various  repreferttatives  !df  towns  and  diftli£i^ 
were  clamorous  in  their  complaints  and  requifittoii^ 
to  the  prefidedcy  for  p(ote£^ion  againft  the  commoc^ 
enemy.  Accotinr^  jfrom  all  the  forts  and  gafrifoa^' 
¥rere  at  the  feme*  tioitJ  given  in,  whieh  fiated  theif 
utter  inability  ro  make  aii  effe^al  ftand  ag^mi^ 
the  force  who  menaced  %het&  u  and  that  Hothinj^ 
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tould  fave  them  but  an  immediate  reinforcement  of 
troops,  and  a  frefli  fupply  of  ftores  and  proyifions* 
Under  the  prefliire  of  fuch  various  and  material 
exigencies,  the  prefidency  had  recourfe  to  the  Na- 
bob for  whatever  money  and  provifions  he  could 
procure*  While  he  reproached  them  with  tardl-^ 
nels  and  inactivity,  he  promi&d  to  afford  pxen^ 
iheep  and  rice,  as  plentifully  as  it  was  in  his  power, 
to  complete  four,  regiments,  of  cavalry,  and  put 
them  under  the  management  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  during  the  war,  and  to  make  alfignments  of 
territory  for  whatever  money  might  be  advanced 
by  the  Company,  for  the  pay  of  his  troops.  But 
the  a£tual  arrangements  in  the  detail  of  his  go- 
vernment ill  accoxded  with  th^fe  profeflions.  The 
officer  to  whom  he. intruded  the  conlmand  of  the 
ftrong  hold  df  Gengee,  in  a  moment  when  the 
iafety  of  the  place  was  at  ftake,  difputed  the  right 
of  a  Eritifh  officer,  fent  with  a  reinforcement  for 
his  affiftance,  to  adopt  any  meafures  for  its  de- 
fence, until  fpecific  orders  were  received  from  the 
Nabob.  Carangally  was  defended  by  a  fubaltern 
and  only  twenty  miferable  fepoys,  who  rcfufed  a 
fupply  of  ammunition  from  Colonel  Brakhwaite, 
without  the  authority  of  the  Durbar.  And  the 
troops  which  the  colonel  then  marched  from  Pondi- 
cherry  to  join  the  army  were  reduced  to  the  great- 
eft  diftrefs,  by  the  Nabob's  farmers  making  the 
want  of  his  orders  an  apology  for  refufing  to  fupiifli 
them  with  provifions.  All  thefe  inattentions  co- 
operated.with  the  enemy's  indefatigable  aif^ivity  to 

B  b  render 


3^Q       TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA, 

render  the  devaftation  as  general  and  irrefiftible  aiP 
poffible.  There  was  fcarcely,  by  this  time,  a 
place  from  one  end  of  the  coaft  to  the  other,  which 
was  not  menaced  or  invaded*  From  Cape  Ca- 
merin  to  the  banks  of  the  Kiftna  one  coadnued 
fcene  of  plunder,  confufion  and  bloodflhed,  pre- 
vailed. The  Company^s  forces,  though  ftung  by 
the  fight  of  thefe  mercilefs  marauders,  becaufe  in* 
capable  of  affembling,  could  not  ad  with  effect,, 
while  thofe  whom  the  Nabob  had  placed  in  his 
different  fiiong  holds»  without  difcipUne  or  at- 
tachment, inilead  of  maintaining  their  poils  and 
defending  either  their  mailers  intereft  or  their  owa 
honour,  feemed  proud  of  fuch  an  opportunity  ta 
revenge,  by  mutiny  and  treachery,  his  inattention 
both  to  their  fafety  and  his  own^ 

In  the  beginning  of  Auguft  a  pha  was  com- 
mitted to  Colonel  Colby  for  coUeAing  a  confider*^ 
able  detachment  from  feveral  garrifons  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  army,^  in  conjunction  with, 
two  regiments  of  the  NaboWs  cavalry,  for  inter^^ 
cepting  an  immenfe  convoy  of  ftores  and  provi- 
fions,  which  had  to  pafs  fome  narrow  defiles  from 
Hyder's  country  to  his  camp.  But  no  genuine 
information  could  be  obtained  concerning  either 
the  country  or  the  enemy  ;  the  peafantry.  where- 
ever  found,  being  induftrious  only  to  deceive  the 
commander,  whofe  movements  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  exa6Hy  reported  to  Hyder  by  the  fervants 
and  officers  of  the  Nabob.  To  this  obftinacy  ia 
the  inhabitants^   and  treafonable  condud  in  th&r 
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peopTe  under  the  Durbar^  the  failure  of  an  en- 
tttpTMy  which  might  have  exceedingly  diftrefled 
the  enemy,  liiuft  be  attributed.  And  it  was  not 
without  the  greateft  danger  and  difficulty  that 
Cofby,  itt  the  middle  of  the  following  month,  ef- 
ie^ed  his  efcape  upon  the  retreat  from  Conje- 
vtfram* 

Depredations  by  the  enemy's  horfe,  on  the  vit- 
bges  and  gardens  about  the  mount,  determined 
the  cotmcil  to  adopt  fome  meafures  for  their  own 
immediate  defence.     The  intention  of  aiTernbling 
•  the  army  at  Conjeveram  was  fruftrated  for  want 
of  bullocksi  which,  that  the  enemy  might  not  feize 
fhem,  had  been  driven  to  a  diftant  place  of  refuge. 
The  itoount  was  therefore  made  the  place  of  gene4 
All  rendezvous,  until  provifions  could  be  colleft* 
4d,  And  the  means  of  conveyance  procured.    The 
Nabob  was^  at  the  fame  time,   repeatedly  prefled 
tnd  importuned  for  every  poffible  fupply  of  bul- 
locks and  ptovifions ;  and  that  he  would  delegate 
fom^  perfon  of  confequence  to  attend  the  army, 
and  prevent  thofe  wants  and  inconveniences  which 
fo  effectually  -impeded  their  operations. 

Hyder  fat  down  before  Arcot,  the  metropolis  of 
tbe  Carnatic,  on  the  21ft  of  Auguft.  The  Nabob 
Appeared  fenlibly  interefted  in  the  fate  of  his  capi- 
tal. He  was  more  than  commonly  earneft  in  his 
entreaties  that  the  army  might  repair  immediately 
to  the  relief  of  Arcot,  where*  he  aflerted  they 
would  find  a  plentiful  fupply  of  every  neceffary. 
Though  the  enemy's  defigns  on  this  place  had  been 
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artfully  covered,  fuch  intelligence  was  obtained  as^ 
procured  the  garrifon  a  confiderable  reinforcement 
from  the  fortrefs  of  Vellore.  It  was  a  few  days  af- 
ter Arcot  was  invefted  that  Sir  Heftor  Monro  af- 
fumed  the  command  at  the  head  of  the  army. 

The  detachment  under  Colonel  Baillie. were,  in 
the  mean  time,  very  critically  fituated.     He  had 
been  ordered,  fince  the  invafion  took  place,  to  at- 
tempt the  reduction  of  the  Cuddepah  country,  wich,« 
however,  a  latitude  for  the  exerciCb:  of  his  own. 
jjudgment   in  exerciiing  his   principal   operations* 
wherever  there  appeared  the  greateft  probability 
of  fuccefs.     Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Johnfon  had  vi- 
goroufly  oppofed  thefe  inflrudlions,  and  ailigned 
various  reafons  for  ordering  an  immediate  junction 
of  the   detachment  with  the  main  body  of  the. 
army.     Baillie  gave  now  fuch  a  reprefentation  o£ 
his  circumftances,  from  the  proximity  of  Hyder's 
cavalry  to  the  fouth,  and  the  overflowing  of  the 
Kiftna   to   the  northward  j  the  difficulty,  in  this 
contracted  lituation,  of  providing  fubfiftence  for 
the  troops  j  and  the  dread  of  not  being  able  muck 
longer  to  detain  the  bullocks  neceflary  for  a  march,, 
without  which  he  could  not  move ;  as  impelled  the 
majority  of  the  committee    to  adopt   at  laft  the 
meallire  of  Smith  and  Johnfon,  of  ordering  the 
detachment  to   march   fox  the  prefidency,  when 
a  variety  of  new  circumftances  had  rendered  it 
infinitely  lefs  eligible  ^and  advantageous.     In  his 
return,  however,  it  was  hoped  he  might  be  able 
to  cut  ofl'  fome  of  tiie  ^jnemy's  convoys  j  and  fuch 
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^  Toute  was  prefer! bed  him,  with  this  view,  as  ter- 
minated in  confequences  peculiarly  calamitous. 

Sir  He6lor  Monro  found  only  *  one  regiment  of 
•the  Nabob's  cavalry  with  the  army  when  he  arrived* 
ki  the  camp,  about  the  latter  end  of  Auguft.  Thefe 
tfoo{is  refufed  to  continue  any  longer  in  the  fer- 
vice,  uniefs  their  arrears  were  immediately  paid. 
Though  the  Nabob's  Ameer  was  prefent,  and  the 
cajxtal  of  his  mafter  in  immediate  danger,  he  de- 
clined to  comply  with  the  requeft.  1  he  com- 
mander in  chief  broke  the  regiment,  and  flript 
them  of  their  horfes  and  arms.  Seventeen  officers, 
and  about  fixty  privates,  immediately  inlifted  in 
the  Company's  fervice.  The  reft  were  ordered  to 
to  be  fent,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  as  prifoners  to 
Madras ;  but  the  Ameer  next  morning  incorpo- 
rated them  with  his  own  body  guard. 

The  rivers  had  been  fo  much  fwelled  by  the 
late  rains,  that  the  march  of  Baillie  from  the  Gun- 
toor  was  much  incommoded,  and  his  troops  ex- 
ceedingly diftreffed.  A  jundion  with  this  detach- 
ment  was,  however,  eagerly  defired  by  the  gene- 
lal,  as  he  then  might  hope  to  face  the  enemy  in 
the  field,  notwithftanding  their  vaft  fuperiority  in 
numbers,  and  other  refpefts.  He  determined,  in 
thefe  circumftances,  to  move  from  the  mount,  and 
to  wait  for  Baillie  at  Conjeveram.  A  whole  month 
was  wafted  in  coUedting . only  eight  day's  rice  for 
the  army,  while  draught  bullocks  were  fo  difficult 
to  be  obtained,  that  the  fepoys  were  obliged  to 
^arry  half  this  provifion   on   their  backst     The 
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whole  force  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufaad  men ;  hut 
of  thefe  were  two  regiments  of  Eurc^aos,    two 
companies  of  European  grenadiers,  belonging  to 
other  regiments,  and  three  hundred  artillery.  Their 
march  was  exceedingly  harrafled,   both  by   th* 
•nemy's  horfe^   who  hung  on  all  fides  of  them 
the  whole  way,  and  the  violent  rains,  which  conti- 
nued  without   intermiffion.      In   four   dayg   they 
reached  Conjever^m,  which,   by  this  time,  was 
wholly  under   War.      The  Nabob's  officer,    who 
attended  them  at  this  place  to  condu6t  them  oft 
their  way  to  Arcot,  on  being  urged  ta  procure 
immediate  provifions  for  the  army,  and  obtain  all 
poflible  intelligence  of  the  enemy,  was  fatlsfied 
with  anfwering.,  that  he  had  ao  authority  for  doing 
either  the  one  or  the  other.     They  were  coaie- 
qiiently  obliged  to  put  up  with  whatever  paddy ,r 
or  growing  rice,  could  be  colle(5led  from  the  open 
country,  though  in  a  great  meafure  covered  witk 
Mrater, 

The  iiege  of  Arcot  was,  indeed,  raifed  at  fhe^ 
approach  of  our  army;  but  the  enemy  endea^ 
voured,  by  a  judicious  choice  of  his  ground,  ta 
prevent  the  jun£^ion  of  the  Company's  forces,- 
which  was  expefted  to.  have  taken  place  the  very 
next  day.  Baillie's  march,  however,  had  beea 
delayed  by  the  unforefeen  rife  of  feveral  rivers 
which  he  was  obliged  to  crofs.  The  army,  under 
iimilar  inconvenience  from  the  incefTant  rains, 
were,  about  a  week  after  their  arrival  at  Cooje- 
vcram^  under  the  neceifity  of  removing  their  eft* 
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campment  to  higher  ground.  Nor  was  the  utmoft 
induftry  of  the  troops,  in  gathering  padHy,  more 
than  fufficient  for  their  prefent  fubfiftence.  Under 
all  thefe  circumftances,  every  avenue  of  informa- 
tion was  fo  vigilantly  watched  by  the  enemy, 
that,  except  the  accidental  report  of  a  deferter; 
the  general  had  only  [on  the  3d  of  September! 
heard,  from  one  of  his  own  officers,  who  was  out 
on  a  detached  fervice,  of  Hyder's  quitting  his 
£;iound,  croffing  the  Palaar,  and  encamping 
within  five  miles  of  his  front*  It  was  known,  two 
^ys  afterwards,  that  Baillie  had  croiTed  the  river, 
which  occafioned  him  fo  much  difficulty  and  delay. 
The  next  day  the  enemy  made  a  conliderable 
movement  towards  the  north-eatt.  Sir  He£tor  ad- 
vanced, at  the  fane  time,  to  a  high  ground  on 
the  Trepaflfore  road,  where  Baillic's  detachment 
was  expensed.  The  enemy  encamped  about  two 
mites /to  the  left  of  the  Englifh.  Hyder  made  this 
movement  to  cover  the  attack  which  he  intended 
againft  Baillie.  His  brother-in-law,  Meer  Saib, 
began  the  aAion  on  the  5th,  with  eight  thoufand 
of  his  beft  horfe,  and  was  gallantly  repulied. 
Tippoo  Saib,  with  fix  thoufand  regular  infantry, 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  and  eighteen  thoufand 
cavalry,  renewed  the  conflift,  next  day,  at  Perim- 
bancum,  where  they  encountered  Baillie's  handful 
of  heroes,  who,  by  conduA,  exertion,  and  perfe- 
v^rance,  repelled,  with  prodigious  ilaughter,  even 
ihis  vaft  fuperiority  of  numbers.  He  loft,  how- 
^ver^  hb  baggage,  and  a  number  of  his  n;^n.     His 

B  b  4  wl^ole 


376       TRANSACTIONS   IN  INDIA. 

whole  force  did  not  exceed  three  or  fouf  battalioi» 
of  fepoys,  and  between  one  or  two  companies  of 
European  artillery.  He  was  now  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Englifh  camp;  but  the  enemy's  whole 
force  intercepted  their  junftion.  Nor  could  he  retain 
his  prefent  iituation  for  want  of  provifions.  He 
therefore  difpatched  a  meiTenger  to  the  general 
with  intelligence  of  thefe  particulars,  and  to' urge 
the  movement  of  th^  whole  army,  as  that  appeared 
the  only  meafure  which  could  ©ffe6hially  extricate 
him  from  his  prefent  difficulty.  It  confequently 
remained  with  Sir  Heftor  to  determine  whether 
he  fliould  riik  a  general  action  under  circumfiances 
of  fuch  peculiar  difadvantage  as  an  immenfe  body 
of  cavalry  would  have  over  a  few  battalions  of  in-- 
fantry.  In  a  flat  open  country,  for  the  purpofe  of 
faving  the  detachment ;  or  whether  this  valuable 
objeft  might  not  be  obtained  at  lefs  apparent  ha^- 
^ard,  by  fending  fuch  a  reinforcement  to  Bailiie  as 
might  enable  him  to  brave  the  difficulties  that  im^- 
peded  his  march.  The  latter  part  of  the  alterna*r 
tive  feemed  the  moil  eligible ;  as,  whatever  the 
confequences  were,  the  army  would  ftill  be  in  pof-» 
feffion  of  their  poft,  their  paddy,  which  they  had 
depofited  in  a  contiguous  pagoda,  and  the  ftrong 
grounds  which  they  occupied. 

Colonel  Fletcher  was  honoured  with  the  com* 
mand  of  the  reinforcement,  which  was  compofed 
of  the  flower  and  moft  aftive  part  of  the  army, 
and  confifted  of  the  grenadier  and  light  infentiy 
compcinies  from  Lord  Maclecd's  highlaiid  reglipent, 
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two  ^her  companies  of  European  grenadiers,  one 
.company  of  fepoy  markfmen,  and  ten  companies 
of  fepoy  grenadiers.  Fletcher  refufed  four  fix- 
pounders  which  were  ordered  for  the  fervice,  as 
much  aflivity  might  be  neceffary  on  his  part,  to 
elude  the  ambuflxes  which  were  probably  laid  fot 
him.  Hyder  had  the  exafteft  intelligence  of  tfee 
whole  manoeuvre,  the  ftrength  of  the  party,  their 
route,  and  the  time  they  left  the  camp,  which 
was  at  nine  o'clock  at  night.  A  ftrong  body  of 
trpops  were  confequently  difpatched  to  intercept 
the  detatohment.  They  had  undoubtedly  fucceed- 
ed,  but  that  Fletcher,  diftrufting  his  guides,  altered 
his  courfe,  and  by  a  wide  circuitous  fweep  to  the 
right  defeated  the  ftratagem. 

The  fpirit  of  the  enemy,  by  the  late  defeats, 
was  fenfibly  damped,  and 'the  reinforcement  oif 
Baillie's  little  army  alarmed  the  whole  camp.  The 
chiefs  and  foreign  officers  thought,  by  this  move- 
ment, Hyder's  entire  force  would  be  fituated  be- 
tween two  fires,  Lally,  whom  Hyder  had  ob- 
tained from  the  Nizam,  and  wTio  commanded  the 
Europeans,  in  company  with  mo(^  of  the  native 
general  officers,  urged  the  Nabob  to  break  up  his- 
eamp,  and  repafs  the  Palaar,  as  the  pnly  certaiiji 
way  of  avoiding  the  danger  that  furrounded  them. 
While  he  hefitated  how  to  adl,  he  received  intel- 
ligence from  his  fpies,  that  the  Engliih  army  was 
perfip^ly  quiet  in  camp,  nor  in  fa6t  was  any  defiga 
of  a  moyeiTient  entertained.  The  Europeans  par*- 
ticularly  difpredited .  t)ie  informatipn,l|nd  tr«ate(jU 
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the  idea  as  abfurd  and  impoffible  ;  and,  in  th#icon- 
vi6tion  that  Hyder  was  betrayed,  and  would    be 
ruined,  Lally  went  to   his  tent  once  more,  and 
preiTed  the  neceflity  of  providing  for  the  fafety  of 
the  artillery  and  infantry,  by  fending  them  away. 
But  Hyder,  anxious  to  avoid  the  difgrace  of  leaving 
the  field  to  an  enemy  fo  exceedingly  inferior,  oc- 
cupied and  enfiladed,  by  feveral  batteries  of  can- 
BOD,  the  moft  covert  and  difficult  grounds  which 
Baillie  had  to  pais.     Large  bodies  of  his  beft  in- 
fantry were  at  the  fame  time  formed  into  an  am*^ 
bufcade  on  every  fide,  while  the  main  body  of  his 
army,  under  his  own  command,  occupied  a  pok 
the  moft  favourable  for  fupporting  the  attack.    To 
divert  the  attention  of  the  Engliih,  on  the  fide  of 
Conjeveram,  a  party  of  irregular  cavalry  were  em- 
ployed, within  fight  of  the  camp,  in  performing  vari-  • 
ous  ixiovements.  Bailie  was  perceived  [Sept.  lo],  by 
day-light,  dire6ling  his  forces  through  the  very  de-i 
£le  thu«  fatally  prepared  for  his  reception.   His  de«^ 
voted  forces- marched  in  columns,  and  knew  nothing 
of  their  danger  till  it  was  announced  from  the  mouth 
g(  a  battery  of  twelve  guns  loaded  with  grape  fhotj 
which  poured  in  upon  their  right  flank.   In  half  an' 
hour  fifty  pieces  of  artillery  were  fo  well  dire<J^ed 
as  to  penetrate  into  every  part  of  the  Britifh  line. 
They  were  inftantly  furrounded,  and  vigoroufly 
aflailed  on  all  fides  by  twenty-five  thoufand  caval- 
ry, by  thirty  regiments  of  difciplined  fepoys,  by  a 
ftrong  bodvof  Europeans,    and  by  a  numerous 
ar tillery.  1ms  Ikcle  column  ftood  aothwithftanding 
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firm  md  undaunted,  and  repelled   the  repeated 
charges  of  the  enemy  with  an  incredible  flaughter 
of  their  beft  troops.    Their  evolutions  in  the  midft 
of  fuch  aftorm  of  rockets,  cannon  and  mufquetry, 
as  h^  feldom  taken  place  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  were  performed  with  a  precifion,  a  fieadi- 
nefs,  and  direAed  with  a  promptitude  and  a  ikilla 
that  filled  their  enemies  and  fpe(5iator^  with  aftoniih- 
meat.  They  had  only  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
were  fo  well  fervad  and  dire<Sled  as  to  make  pro* 
digbus  havock  among  the  enemy's  horfe.     This 
dreadful  confli6V  remained  doubtful  for  three  hours^ 
when  vi£k>ry  began  to  declare  for  the   Englifh. 
The  flower  of  the  Myfore  cavalry,  after  many 
bloody  repulfes,  where  at  length  completely  de* 
feated  and  driven  back.     Even  the  right  wing, 
cempofed  of  Hyder's  befl  troops    were  thrown 
into  diforder,  and  every  where  gave  way.  A  rapid 
iDOvement,  made  at  that  inftant  by  Colonel  Baillie, 
feemed  to  decide  the  fortune  of  the  day.     Hyder, 
in  deipair  prepared  for  a  retreat,  which  the  caval- 
ry were  ordered  to  cover.     Lally  was  at  the  fame 
time  direfted  to  draw  off  the  artillery.     It  was  at 
this  critical  and  important  moment,  that  the  tum- 
brils which  contained  the  ammunition   fuddenly 
blew  up,    with   two  dreadful   explofions,    in   the 
center  of  the  Britifli  lines.     This  unexpefted  dif- 
after  not  only  overturned  all  their  artillery,    and 
rendered  it  unfit  for  further    fervice,    but  laid 
ene  whole  fide  of  the  column  bare,  which   ex- 
pofed  ^very  part  of  the  army  to  a  frefh  attack. 
The  total  lols  of  ammuaitioa  was  ftill  morf  dreadful 
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to  the  furvivors,  t&an  even  that  of  the  troops  wiitt 
perifhedy  as  it  left  them  in  fome  degree  defence-^ 
lefs  in  the  face  of  an  enraged  and  formidable  ene- 
my, eager  to  fnatch  the  vi6ioty  from  thofe  who 
h^  fo  nearly  been  their  conquerors*  Tippoo 
Saib  accordingly  embraced  this  opportunity  of 
difiioguiihing  himfelf,  and  fell,  without  watting  for 
orders,  with  infinite  rapidity  and  fury,  at  the  head 
of  the  Mogul  and  Carnatic  cavalry,  into  the  broken 
fquare  which  had  not  yet  time  tx>  recover  its  order 
or  form.  The  French  corps,  and  the  firft  line  o£ 
infantry,  immediately  followed.  The  laft  efforts  of 
thefe  brave  men,  thus  overpowered,  however  def- 
perate,  was  unavailable*  The  carnage  amidft 
which  they  fell  gave  full  proof  of  their  exertions. 
The  fepoys,  after  exhibiting  prodigies  of  valour^ 
were  almoft  to  a  man  cut  to  pieces.  Baillie,  not- 
withftanding  the  horrors  which  involved  him  oq 
this  tremendous  emergency,  and  almoft  fainting 
with  anguifti,  fatigue,  and  lofs  of  blood,  yet  ral- 
lied the  Europeans,  and,  und^r  the  fire  of  the  whole 
immenfe  artillery  of  the  enemy  gained  a  little 
eminence ;  and,  forming  a  new  fquare,  thefe  invin- 
cible veterans,  without  artillery  or  ammunition,  the 
officers  fighting  only  with  their  fworJs,  and  the 
foldiers  w4th  their  bayonets,  and  moft  of  them 
defperately  wounded,  repulfed  thirteen  different 
charges  by  all  the  forces  who  could  aft  againft 
them.  Unable  longer  to  withftand  the  torrents  of 
fiQtti  troops,  that  were  perpetually  breaking  and 
pouf  ing  in  upon  them,  they  were  at  length  borne 
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down,  and  individually  maflacred  by  multitudes,  or 
tfampled  under  foot  by  horfes  and  elephants.  The 
few  artillery-men  who  remained,  when  their  ammu^ 
nition  was  expended,  advanced  in  the  front  of  their 
guns,  and  nobly  fell  in  their  defence.  .  Numbers, 
both  officers  and  men,  though  cut  down  and  mife^ 
rably  wounded,  difdained  to  accept  of  quarter. 
While  gafptng  on  the  ground,  and  weltering,  in 
blood,  they  continued  to  thriiA .  fiercely  with  their 
bayonets  to  the  laft,  and  every  other  weapon  they" 
could  grafp,  st  whoever  approached  them.  Never, 
perhaps,  was  action  fuftained  with  more  obflinacy, 
or-fo  much  execution  done  by  fo  diminutive  a  force* 
Thus  diftreffing  the  caufe,  and  prepofterous  to 
nature,  are  the  common  effe^ls  of  courage,  united 
with  fcience,  and  perverted  by  politics^  to  anfwer 
the  barbarous  purpofes  of  ambition  \ 

The  Englifh  loft .  at  leaft  near  four  thoufand  fe- 
poys,  and  above  five  hundred  Europeans.  .The 
gallant  Fletcher  was  found  among  the  number  of 
Britiih  officers  who  fell  on  this  memorable  day. 
It  is  a  miracle  that  an  individual  could  efcape  th» 
lage  of  fucb  a  carnage.  3^iUie,  however,  and 
about  two  hundred  Europeans,  were  made  prilb- 
nersi  He  was  brought  before  the  conqueror,  ftript, 
wounded  in  three  places,  and  covered  with  blood. 
In  that  moment  of  triumph  and  exultation,  Hyder, 
forgetting  the  dignity  and  moderation  which  fo 
eminently  become  the  great  and  the  brave,  is 
faid  to  have  infulted  the  Britifh  veteran  by  aa 
haughty  and  imperious  demeanour.  *'  Your  high- 
**  nefs/'     faid   Baiilie,  indignantly,   "  may  afk 
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V  your  fon  and  the  geotral  officers  what  cauft 
**  there  is  for  exultation  on  your  part,  and  whether 
^  the  vi&otf  was  not  nune  before  that  difafter 
•*  took  place,  which  no  human  ibrelight  could 
<^  prevent/*  It  was  at  the  fame  time  obfeVved^ 
by  a  foreigner  of  diftiniflion  on  the  fpot^  thai 
««  officers  and  men  fupported  their  misfortunes 
*^  with  that  hai^hty  fuilen  fortitude  which  is  th€ 
*^  Charadiitic  of  their  country." 

^  This  victory,  complete  as  it  appeared^  wa^ 
dearly  purchafed  by  the  enemy.  The  flaughter, 
which  Was  immenfe,  fell  only  among  the  beft 
troops^  Had  the  main  body  of  the  Engiiih  army 
advanced  upon  the  rear  of  Hyder's  troops,  any 
time  during  the  confiiA,  his  whole  forces  had  pro-^ 
bably  been  cut  to  pieces  or  captured.  He  wai 
mounted  on  an  elephant,  and  fired  at  five  different 
times  by  an  officer  of  artillery.  Such  a  panic  Is 
iaid  to  have  feized  him,  from  the  danger  to  which 
he  was  perfonally  expofed,  that,  on  a  mere  ruoaour 
that  Sir  He£lor  Monro  was  advancing,  he  aban* 
doned  the  field  of  battle,  and  fled  in  the  greateft 
terror  to  a  place  called  the  Round  Wells,  leaving 
all  his  baggage  and  the  wounded  behind  him. 
Sut  he  grew  more  courageous,  when  informed  thae 
the  Britifh  general,  leaving  his  baggage  and  artil^ 
lety  behind  him,  retreated  to  Chingleput*  A  purfuit 
immediately  took  place,  by  a  number  6f  frefh  and 
irregular  cavalry,  who  ibon  returned  loaded  with 
plunder. and  encumbered  with  prifonets.   - 

On  the  morning  of  Baillie's  defeat,  Monro  ha<l 
made  iome  noovements  in  hopes  of  meeting  him: 

The 
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The  fmake  was  feen  %ad  the  firing  heard  on  tho 
left  of  the  camp^  but  at  too  great  a  dlftance  ibr 
affording  the  detachiflent  any  afliftance.    Indeed^ 
BO  idea  was  entertained  of  attacking  the  enemy  on 
that  fide  ;  or  that  Balllle,  in  confequence  of  tho 
late  reinforcement,  was  not  perfectly  able  to  refift 
every  obfiru£tion«    But  when  feveral  fignal  cannon 
were  fired  and  no  return  made,  and  the  briik  can-^ 
Bonade,  which  had  been  juft  heard,  was  fucceed^ 
ed  by  the  piofoundeft  filence,   fome  difafter  be-- 
gan  to  be  ferioufly  apprehended*     At  length,  tfad 
arrival,  in  fucceiikxi,  of  two  or  three  wounded  fe« 
poys,  gave  full  intelligence  of  the  fatal  event; 
The  whol^  army,   officers  and  men,  natives  at 
well  as  Europeans,  were  flung  with  anger  and  with 
grief,  almofl  to  madnefs,  at  the  deflrudion  of  their 
friends.     An  immediate  and  fevere  revenge  on  tha- 
enemy  was,  independent  of  any  regard  to  theltf 
ftrength,  their  condition  or  the  consequences,  thei 
only  defxre  they  indulged.     The  general  thought 
htmfeif  under  a  neceifity,  however,  of  reflrain-^ 
ing  their    prefent  impetuofity.      He  knew   the 
weaknefsof  his  force,  and  the  critical  fituation  of 
ftfiairs,  but  was  altogether  unln£;>rmed  of  the  lofs^ 
the  refources  or  the  movements  of  the  enemy.   He 
had  loft  the  flower  of  his  troops,  and  there  was  not 
above  two  days  provllion  in  the  camp  :  Nor  had 
he  cavalry  to  procure  more.     He  might   be  fur^ 
rounded  by  the  hofl,  whom  he  wiflied  to  fubduei 
and  obliged  to  furrendcr  without  flriking  a  blow. 
Thefe  fuggeflions  were  not  likely  to  flill  the  cla- 
mours of  an  army,  who  only  panted  for  an  op- 
portunity 
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portuoity  of  encountering  the  enemy.  The  officer^ 
in  general  avowed  the  fame  ardour  which  infplred 
the  privates,  and  fubmitted  A  the  orders  for  a  re- 
treat, with  that  indignant  relu<^ance  which  it  is  na^. 
tural  for  brave  men  to  feel,  when  forced  by  the  eti* 
quette  of  arms  to  a6l  by  the  opinions  of  others,  in; 
defiance  of  their. own.  And  to  the  diforder  which 
arofe  from  this  contrariety  of  fentiment,  all,  or 
moft  of  the  inconveniences  which  attended  the 
march  of  the  troops  to  Chingleput,  may  probably 
be  attributed.  They  were  joined  at  this  place  by, 
the  forces  under  Colby,  which  confiiled  of  ten  com- 
panies of  fepoy  grenadiers,  an  equal  number  of 
battalion  and  light  infantry  companies,  with  two 
regiments  of  the  Nabob's  cavalry. 

While  thefe  important  tranfa6lions  diftinguUhed 
the  operations  of  the  arjxiy»  the  country,  the  pre- 
fidency,  and  its  dittant  dependencies,  were  in  a 
ftate  of  the  greateft  diftraftion.  The  danger 
feemed. every  where  alike,  immediate  and  inevita- 
ble. Once  more  Johnfon  and  Smith  arraigned  the 
condu6l  of  the  majority  with  every  fpecies  and  de- 
gree of  mifmanagement.  They  confidered  them 
as  the  caufe  of  all  the  calamities  which  had  hap? 
pened,  or  were  likely  to  happen,  in  the  Carnaiic* 
They  charged  the  inftitution  of  the  feleft  com- 
mittee, as  invelling  the  prefident  with  a  power  inr. 
dependent  of  the  council,  and  inimical  to  the  cqn* 
ftitutlon.  And  they  obje^led,  in  very  ftrong  terms» 
to  the  difpatches  now  making  up  for  Europe, 
which  they  alledged  were  unfupporied  by  fail,  and 

calculated 


TRANSACTIONS/IN  INDIA*       385 

calculated  to  miflead  their  employers  at  home. 
T'he  fepoys,  at  the  fame  time,  on  whom  aa 
attempt  had  been  made  to  bring  from  the  north- 
ern circars  by  fea,  revolted.  Thofe  at  Mafuli- 
patam  were  reduced  to  order  by  the  addrefs  of 
the  commanding  officer  on  that  ftation;  but  at 
Vizigapatam  they  were  guilty  of  the  groffeft  out- 
rages :  After  killing  many  of  their  officers,  and 
plundering  the  place,  they  went  off  in  a  body  with 
their,  arms  and  booty »  While  Sitteram  Row,  who 
had  lately  become  fo  much  a  favourite  with  the 
prefidency,  kept  aloof,  Vizeram,  notwithflanding 
the  injuries  they  had  done  him,  collected  his  troops^ 
and,  with  the  vigorous  aififtance  of  another  zemin-* 
dar,  the  mutineers  were  purfued,  attacked,  difarm- 
ed,  and  difperfed. 

Thefe  clrcumftances  gave  new  vigour  and  dif- 
patch.  to  the  meafures  of  the  prefidency.  They 
refblved  to  recal  fuch  of  their  forces  as  were  on 
the  Malabar  coafl;  and  that  the  ancient  and  ufe* 
ful  fettlement  of  Tellicherry  fhould  be  abandoned. 
It  had  the  good  fortune,  however,  to  be  exempted 
from  this  fenience  of  dereliction.  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  afterwards  found  means  to  flrengthen  the 
garrifon  from  Bombay.  Difpatches  were,  at  the 
fame  tinie,  fent  to  Bengal,  prefling  an  immediate 
fupply  of  money  and  troops.  The  king's  admiral 
vrote  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  exhibited  fuch  a 
ftatement  of  fafts  as  could  not  fail  enforcing  the  ur- 
gency of  the  requifition.  The  hourly  arrival  of 
a  French  fleet  was  now  alfo  expeded.  >  Misfor- 

C  c  tunes 
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tunesiare  the  meJicihe  of  ftates.  The  lofty  prc- 
tenlions  ufed  but  little  ago  at  the  Nizam's  Durbar 
were  for  the  prefent  forgotten.  The  council  was 
now  afraid  to  offend  wliom  they  had  thus  wantonly 
exafperated.  Orders  were  inftantly  iflued  for  re- 
ftoring  the  Guntoor  circar  to  Bazalet  Jung,  and  for 
withdrawing  the  Nabob^s  managers.  And  the  Ni- 
zam was  addrelTed  in  terms  as  fubmiilive  and  lium- 
ble  as  they  were  before  imperious  and  infblent. 

The  objeA  of  univerfal  redu6\ion  was  ftill  profe- 
cuted  with  vigour  by  the  enemy.  Hyder  renewed 
his  defigns  on  Arcot,  and  fat  imnlediateljr  down. 
Before  it.  His  attacks  were  carried  on  with  all  the 
regularity  and  fcience  of  an  European  army.  The 
garrifon  beheld  with  furprife  their  gunsdifiiiounted 
by  his  batteries.  His  horfe,  every  wiiere  mafters 
of  the  open  country,  prevented  all  confununication 
between  the  prefidency  and  Its  dependencies.  Our 
troops,  cooped  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Madras,  dared 
not  to  venture,  even  when  preffed  for  provifions, 
above  two  miles  beyond  their  entrenchments.  A 
general  diffatisfa(5lion  prevailed  in  the  Nabob's  forts, 
which,  from  treachery,  defertibn,  or  cowardice, 
feldom  make  any  defence.  The  company's  go- 
vernment, from  its  arrogance  in  peace,  and  Inv- 
potence  in  war,  becaine  odious  and  contemptible, 
throughout  the  Carnatic.  And  Hyder,  whofe  ad- 
drefs  in  politic*  was  not  inferior  to  his  military 
condu(St,  was  Angularly  affiduous  and  fuccefsfiil  ia 
rendering  his  pretenfions  popular,  by  accoduno* 
dating  himfelf  to  the  genius  and  wiihes  of  the  na* 
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tives>  in  proportion  as  they  deemed  thcmfelves  in- 
jured»  betrayed,  or  flighted  by  the  Englifli. 

No  £x>Qer  was  the  aw&l  diiafler  which  happen-^ 
cd  to  BaiiUe's  detachment  announced  to  the  go* 
v«rnmefiC  of  Bengal,  than  the  raoft  fpirked  and 
probable  meafures   for  extricating  the   Carnatic 
were  adopted  and  puHued.     It  was  immediately 
-re(blved  to  fend  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of 
Eufopeans,  and  fifteen  kcks  of  rupees,  by  fea  $  and, 
as  foon  as  the  feafon  and   other  circumflances 
would  permit,  to  difpatch  aifo  a  firong  body  of  fe* 
poys  by  land.     It  was  at  the  fame  time  fuggefted, 
that  -all  the  hopes  of  the  fupreme  council  for  re^ 
crieving  the  company *s  affairs  on  the  coaft  of  Co-^ 
romandel  depended  on  the  prefence  of  Sir  Eyre 
Xiootc,  who  was  then  a  member  of  their  own  body, 
«5  well  as  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  f;rces  ia 
India.     The  general,  notwithftanding  the  badnefs 
^the^fon,  and  his  precarious  flate  of  health, 
compUed  with  the  requifition.     The  treafure  was 
configned  to  his  management,  as  more  fafety  was 
apprehended  from  his  honour  in  its  application,  than 
"irom their  meafures,  in^hom  the  prefent  embarraff-. 
ment  originated.  Early  communications  were  made 
'^x)th  to  the  prefidency  of  Madras  and  to  Sir  Eid- 
ward  Hughes,  of  what  had  been  done,  and  an  af- 
furance  given  of  the  fincereft  difpofition  to  culti- 
*Tate  a  peace  with  the  Marrattos.     Sir  Edward  was 
alfo  requefled  to  dire6t  the  operation  of  his  fqua- 
dron  againft  'Hyder's  ports  and  navy  on  the  Ma- 
labar coafl. 

•      C  c  2  The 
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The  general  was  only  twenty-three  days  on  h\$ 
-    paflage  from  Calcutta  to  Madras,  Arcot  was  taken 
by  a/lault  on  the  third,  and  he  arrived  on  the  fifth 
of  November.  The  fort^  or  citadel,  though  fiiongy 
was  given  up  without  any  defence*     Hyder^s  hu» 
manity  and  generofity  to  his    prifoners  having 
reached  the  garrifon,  all  the  fepoys,  to  a  man,  de^ 
ferted  the  fort  in  the  night,  and  went  over  to  Hy- 
der,  leaving  their  officers  under  an  abfolute  necef- 
iity  of  furrendering  at  difcretion.     This  capture 
has  been  generally  attributed  to  the  treachery  of 
the  Nabob's  people,  by  whofe  turbulence  and  in- 
trigues the  garrifbn  had  been  kept  in  diflenfion 
during  the  whole  liege,     Hyder  treated  the  prinr 
cipal  officers  immediately  after  with  the   greateft 
confidence ;  and  he  had  long  before  avowed  the 
fuliefl  information  of  the  moft  fecret  tranfadions 
in  the  Nabob's  Durbar. 

General  Sir  Eyre  Coote  brought  with  him  from 
Bengal  two  hundred  European  artillery,  fix  com- 
panies of  in&ntry,  one  of  volunteers,  and  between 
(ix  and  feven  hundred  la  fears.  With  this  reinforce- 
ment, more  confiderable  indeed  from  the  intrin- 
lic  value  of  the  troops,  than  their  number,  all  the 
force  he  could  collect  in  two  months  time,  at  the 
jtiount  where  he  encamped,  did  not  exceed  feven. 
thoufand  men.  Madras  was  protected,  and  the 
monfbon  feafon  Covered  the  inadliop  of  an  army, 
otherwife  totally  incapable  of  takmg  the  field* 
The  general  took  his  feat  as  fecond  in  council  two 
days  after  his  arrival  ^t  Madras,  and  produced  the 

orders 
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orders  from  the  fuperlor  government  for  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  Mr.  Whttehill,  the  prefident.     His  ob- 
iKnacy  in  the  ai&ir  of  the  Guntoor  drear  fub- 
jeded  him  to  this  fentence.     He  difclaimed  the 
authority  which  devefted  him  of  his  power.     The 
fufpenfion   being  however  confirmed  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  council,  he  aiTumed  a  merit  from  that 
moderation  which  induced  him  to  prevent  the  evils 
of  a  civil  war,  by  fubmitting.   Mr.  Smith,  as  next 
to  the  chair,   fucceeded.     The  board,  thus  new 
» modelled,  found  the  fituatioa  of  af&irs  Aill  worfe 
than  was  expeAed.     The  pafies  from  the  moun- 
tains were  unguarded ;  the  troops  belonging  to  the 
prefidency  were  not  coUeAed ;  00  fiiitable  provi-> 
fion  for  even  the  prote6^ioa  of  Fort  St.  George  had 
been  made ;  the  carriages*  for  field  artillery  were 
only  preparing ;  the  troops  were  difpirited,  the  fe- 
poys  -defertiog ;  the  country  debated ;  the  inhabi- 
tants treacherous  $  all  communications  cut  oiF;  their 
provifions  confumed,  and  their  refources  exhaufted. 
The  enemy's  fuperiority  was  iacreafed  in  propor- 
Jtion  as  our  firength  diminiihed,  which  arofe  not 
only  from  the  fucceis  of  his  army,  but  chiefly 
from  his  good  policy.     **  Hyder,"  fays  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,    "  had  taken  every  meafure,  which  could 
'<  occur  to  the  mofi  experienced  general,  todiftreis 
<*  us,  and  to  render  himifelf  formidable ;  and  his 
<*  .conduifl  in  his  civil  capacity  had  been  fupported 
^*  by  a  degree  of  political  addreis,  unequalled  by 
^*  any  power  that  had  yet  appeared  in  Indoftan." 

C  c  3  AuL^ 
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A  revolution,  of  the  moft  favourable  afpe£l  to 
the  Company's  intereft,  was  inftaatly  obfervable  In 
the   conduft  of  government.   Unanimity  was  re- 
ilored,  and  vigour  was  the  immediate  confequence 
of  decifion.    The  entire  management  of  the  war 
was  forthwith  delegated  to  the  general.    Even  Hy- 
der,  affcifted  by  the  fame  of  the  commander,  whofe 
nieafures  he  had  now  to  counteraft,  obferved  for  . 
the  future  more  than  ordinary  caution.    The  num- 
ber of  his  forces  was  by  this  time  much  augmented. 
It  was  generally  allowed  to  exceed  confiderably  an 
hundred  thoufand  men ;  and,  from  the  circumfcribed 
operations  of  our  army,  he  was  encouraged  and 
enabled  to  lay  fiege  at  once  to  feveral  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  and  forts  in  the  Carnatic* 

The  fate  of  Madras,  of  the  Englrlh  intereft  in 
the  Carnatic,  and  perhaps  in  all  India,  was  wrapt 
up  in  the  fmall  army  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Eyre  Coote.  We  had  not  only  Hyder  Ally,  but  the 
whole  inhabitants  in  the  Carnatic,  to  combat.  TJio 
Nabob's  renters  were  every  where  treacherous 
and  hoftile.  One  of  them,  haying  been  detected 
in  endeavouring  to  betray  Villore  to  the  enemy, 
was  put  in  irons  by  the  general,  that  "  he  might 
**  be  inftrumental  to  the  difcovery  of  thofe  dark 
**  defigns  which  Sir  Eyre  had  long  expefted  to  exift 
**  in  the  court  of  a  native 'power,  living  under* 
**  the  very  walls  of  our  garrifon  of  Fort  St.  George." 
That  the  general  might  proceed  on  the  fureft 
grounds,  he  fubmrtted  his  plan  of  operations  to  a 
council  of  war,  compofed  of  Sir  Heftor  Monro, 
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Lord  Macleod,  and  Brigadier-General  Stuart. 
Thefc;  officers  coincided  entirely  with  the  judge- 
ment of  the  general  for  the  march  of  the  army  to 
the  relief  of  the  befieged  places.  His  prefence 
feemed  to  infpire  the  officers  as  well  as  men  with 
frefli  confidence  and  courage.  Even  Sir  PJe^lor 
Monro,  who  might  have  been  fuppofed  moft  cha- 
grined by  a  number  of  the  new  arrangements,  had 
the  generofity  to  declare  that  there  was  nothing 
more  to  be  defired  than  bringing  the  enen^y  to  a 
general  engagement,  as  he  was  confident  the  army 
would  be  fuccelsful  under  its  prefent  leader  againfl^ 
any  fuperiority  of  numbers.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  laid 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  council  of  war  before 
the  fele(5l  committee,  defiring  their  advice  alio  in 
this  critical  and  momentous  bufinefs.  A  meafure 
which  effe<3ually  rivetted  their  confidence  in  his 
condu<5l,  and  the  event  was  an  entire  ac(^uiefcence 
with  the  opinion  of  the  council  of  wan 

The  relief  of  Wandewalh  on  the  17th  of  Janu- 
uary  [1781]  was  the  firft  object  for  which,  th^ 
army  left  the  mount.  Hyder  not  pi^ly  raifed  the 
iiege  of  chat  place,  but  abandoned  ail  the  others 
with  equal,  precipitation  on  the  general's  approach. 
Thus  was  the  ftorm  gonfiderably  abated  by  feeing 
it  manfully •  Othej  garrifons  were  alfo  ftrengthened 
and  fupplied  with  provifions ;  a  great  extent  of 
country  recovered,  and  a  jiew  frontier  formed.  Thus 
a  fecurity  was  provided  for  Madras,  as  eii^e<Slual 
as  if  the  army  had  been  encamped  under  its  walls. 
.The  fpirit  and  confidence  of  the  troops  were  con- 

C  c  4  fequently 
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fequently  reftored,  and  the  whole  complexion  of 
aifairs  began  every  where  to  put  on  a  more  ft- 
vourable  appearance. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry,  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  war,  and  in  direft  vio- 
lation of  all  treaty,  the  moment  Colonel  Braith- 
waite  had  evacuated  the  place,  in  return  for  all  paft 
favours,    and  prefent  confidence,  rofe   in  arms, 
plundered  the  folitary  refident,  who  had  been  left 
to  fuperlntend  their  condqft,  and  even  compelled 
him,  with  fixed  bayonets  at  his  breaft,  to  fign  a 
written  inftrument,  the  contents  of  which  be  knew 
not.      They  armed  a  number  of  •  fepoys,    and 
amaflfed  prodigious  quantities  of  provifions,  which 
they  depofited  at  CarangoUy  a  town  at  fome  diflance 
upon  the  coaft.     Sir  Eyre  Coote  had  always  con- 
demned  the  indulgence  fliewn  to  the   French  as 
highly  impolitic  and  dangerous.     Their  conduA 
on  this  occafion  did  not  therefore  furprife  him. 
But  no  fooner  had  he  relieved  the  befieged  places 
than  he  went  againft  Pondicherry^  difarmed  r&e 
Inhabitants,  deftroyed   their  boats,   and  removed 
their  ftores.     The  fquadron  of  M.  de  Orves  ynt 
foon  after  obUged  to  leave  the  coaft  for  want  of 
the  boats  which  had  been  thus  opportunely  dc^ 
ftroyed.     At  the  fkme  time  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
performed  excellent  ftrvice  on  the  Malabar  coaft, 
by  annihilating  at  one  ftroke  the  whole  of  Hyder's 
dipping  m  his  own  ports  of  Calicut  and  M^ga- 
low, 

»7 


TRANSACTIONS  IN  INPIA.       3^3 

By  Hyder's  eagernels  to  reduce  Trichinapoly, 
he  was  drawn  into  a  general  engagement  with  the 
Englifli.  This  army  was  then  little  lefs  than  two 
hundred  thoufand  ftrong.  The  Britifh  general  was 
not  in  the  leaft  difmay  ed  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
enemy.  He  commanded  a  body  of  veterans,  oa 
every  individual  of  whom  he  placed  the  greateft  de-^ 
pendence.  Such  clouds  of  Hyder's  cavalry  hovered 
about  our  camp,  and  infefted  the  whole  furrounding 
country,  that  it  was  not  only  impra(£ticable  to  fend 
out  a  reconnoitring  party,  but  a  fingle  man  could 
not  efcape  detection.  On  this  account,  not  one  of 
the  fcouts  whom  the  general  difpatched  for  intel- 
ligence ever  returned,  and  the  only  kndWledge  he 
could  obtain  of  the  enemy's  fituation  was  from 
fuch  a  view  of  them  as  his  own  advanced  polls 
would  admit. 

l^he  army  moved  from  the  camp  at  Port  Novo, 
July  I  ft  [1781]  early  in  the  morning,  with  the 
fea  at  no  great  diftance  on  tlie  right.  It  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  proteft  the  baggage  from  Hyder's  irre- 
gular cavalry,  who,  upon  the  firft  opening^  were 
in  readinefs  to  pour  in  upon  them.  A  detachment 
for  that  purpofe  was  now  therefore  ordered,  which 
confifted  of  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  a  bat- 
talion of  fepoys,  with  feven  pieces  of  light  ar- 
fillery,  Thefe,  with  the  ufual  guard  of  an  hundred 
and  fifty  fepoys,  a  few  poligars,  and  a  Marratto 
corps,  were  judicioufly  placed  in  the  opening  be«- 

tw^w  jthe  right  of  the  army  and  the  fea* 

The 
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The  eneji^'s  cavalry  now  appeared  in  an  ex- 
tenlive  plain,  drawn  uf  in  great  force.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  formed  his  troops  in  two  lines,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  his  iTiarch  in  order  of  battle.  Hyder's 
principal  force  was  feen  marlhalled  in  battle  array 
in  the  rear  of  his  works,  which  lay  directly  upon 
the  intended  line  of  our  niarch,  and  which  ex- 
tended further  than  the  eye  could  reach.  Im- 
menfe  bodies  of  horfe  paraded  in  every  direction, 
and  great  quantities  of  rockets  were  thrown,  with- 
out interiDiiiion,  to  confound  the  obfervation,  and  if 
|>oiIible  to  derange  the  order  or  impede  the  move- 
meats  of  the  Englifli  army.  Their  cannonade, 
which  was  well  ferved,  was  not  expended  with- 
out execution,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Engli/h 
general  referved  Ms  fire  for  an  opportunity  in 
which  it  would  be  attended  with  the  completed 
eifea. 

Here  it  was  proper  to  examine  the  poiition  of 
the  country,  and  the  army  halted ;  while  the  gene- 
,ral,  availing  himfelf  of  every  advantage  which  the 
.ground  afforded,  conceived  the  grand  movement 
upon  which  he  chiefly  refted  his  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
He  was  anxious  to  difcover  whether  his  fituation 
would  admit  of  his  taking  fuch  a  fweep  on  the 
right,  as  would  enable  him  to  turn  the  enemy's 
left,  wifliing  to  fall  upon  them  rather  obliquely, 
than  to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  making  his  attack 
on  the  front  of  their  works  and  batteries.  Fortu- 
nately,  the  operation  .was  p^a^t^c^ble,  and  was 
performed  by  the  iiril  line  with  a  promptitude  and 

celerity 
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celerity  that  allonifhed  and  difconcerted  th« 
enemy.  The  general,  having  by  this  manoeuvre 
contra<^ed  his  front,  inftantly  formed  a-new  wiihla 
reach  of  Hyder's  artillery,  but  in  fome  degree 
covered  from  its  fire.  The  heights  in  his  rear  wero 
eagerly  feized  and  occupied  by  General  Stuart, 
ivho  commanded  the  fecond  wing,  which  ps^^. 
vented  the  enemy  from  feparatiDg  the  two  lines, 
and  encouraged  the  general  to  advance  with  cai<* 
fidence  on  the  enemy. 

Thefe  fudden  and  unexpe£^ed  evolutions,  .pbliged 
Hyder  to  a  frefli  arrangement  of  his  army.  And 
his  movements  were  formed  with  gre^t  ejcpeditioa 
and  exa£)nefs.  He  withdrew  his  guns  from  the 
batteries  to  the  line,  and  received  Sir  Eyre  Cootev 
with  a  new  front.  He  ordered  a  Arong  body-o^ 
difcipliaed  infantry,  with  a  fuitable  artillery,  9, 
prodigious  number  of  irregulars,  and  an  immenie 
force  of  cavalry,  to  attack  the  Englifli  pofled  oq 
the  heights  s  while  another  detachment  attempted, 
by  getting  into  the  interval  during  the  confli^fi,  tot 
attack  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the  rear.  Thus  was  each 
wing  feparately,  and  aInK>ft  equally  engaged.  The 
frefh  forces,  with  which  the  enemy  were  inceflantly 
relieved,  rendered  the  battle  long  and  obftinate.  If 
lafted  above  fix  hours,  in  which  every  individual  in 
the  Company's  fervice  fought  as  if  the  iate  of  the  day 
had  depended  on  his  iingle  prowefs.  The  fpirited. 
Tegular  and  unanimous  exertions  of  fuch  a  body  of 
determined  veterans,  under  the  condud  of  a  brave, 
tpjfperienced  a^d  Aicceftful  l^^Qh  wprenot  to  be  re*» 

£fted 
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fitted  by  an  Indian  army  of  any  magnitude  what* 
ever.  By  four  o'clock  the  firft  line,  triumphing 
over  every  obftacle,  drove  the  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  promifcuoufly  before 
them.  The  fecond  line,  at  the  fame  time,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Stuarc,  had 
not  only  repulfed  the  other  divilion  of  the  enemy, 
but'difpoffeiTed  them  of  their  poft.  They  like- 
wife  totally  defeated  the  attempt  made  to  attack 
the  general's  rear.  Themafterly  and  well-direfted 
exertions  of  the  troops  in  this  quarter  prevented 
the  epemy,  notwithftanding  their  numbers,  from 
making  the  fmalleft  attempt  upon  the  baggage. 

No  viAory  could  be  more  complete  or  decifive 
on  all  fides.  The  tumult  and  confufion  in  the 
retreat  of  fuch  numbers  afforded  every  advan* 
tage  to  troops  who  could  have  purfued  them  with 
effeA.  The  whole  of  Hy dor's  artillery  and  ftores 
might  have  been  captured,  but  his  cattle  left  the 
field  in  full  trot,  while  our's  were  fcarcely  able  to 
drag  the  guns  along.  And  no  circumftance  could 
be  more  vexatious  to  brave  men,  than  their  utter 
incapacity  to  feize  the  fruits  of  a  viAory  thus 
dearly  earned.  For  the  behaviour  of  every  man 
in  the  army,  from  the  commander  in  chief  to  the 
meaneft  fepoy,  was  highly  meritorious.  Both 
lines,  the  one  commanded  by  Sir  Heftor  Monro^ 
and  the  other  by  General  Stuart,  did  the  ampleft 
juftice  to  the  orders  and  admirable  difpofitions  of 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  generoufly  declared,  that 
every  individual  of  bis  little  army  feemed  to  feel 

that 
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that  all  the  intereft  of  the  nation  and  Company 
was  then  at  flake.  "  Every  nerve/*  faid  he, 
"  was  exerted  to  the  very  extent  of  poflibility." 

Three  thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  killed* 
Meer  Salb,  Hyder's  brother-in-law  and  favou- 
rite general,  was  mortally  wounded.  Among 
his  killed  and  wounded  were  likewife  feveral 
other  of  his  leaders  and  beft  officers.  The  Eng- 
lifli  general  halted  juft  beyond  the  enepny 's  ground, 
from  inability  to  continue  the  purfuit.  Here  the 
fecond  line  and  baggage  joined  him  about  mid- 
night. His  lofs  did  not  exceed  four  hundred,  nor 
was  there  an  officer  of  rank  or  diftindtion  among 
either  killed  or  wounded. 

Hyder  left  the  important  pafs  of  Puravenour 
open  as  he  paiTed  through  it  in  the  evening.     Tip- 
f)oo  Saib,  who  had  fat  down  before  Wandewafli 
with  thirty  thoufand  men,  raifed  the  fiege  precipi- 
tately, and  joined  his  father  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Arcot.  The  Englifh  were.  In  a  few  days,  ftrength- 
ened  by  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from  Bengal, 
which,  under  the  favour  of  Moodajee  Boonlla,  had 
marched  through   the   territories  of  Orifla.     The 
general,  deeming  himfelf  able  to  adl  with  vigour, 
]aid  immediate  liege  to  TrepaiTore,  which,  after  a 
few  days,  capitulated  on  the  23d  of  Auguft.     At 
that  moment 'the  enemy  appeared  in  full  march 
to  its  rtlief,  and  there  was  not  then  more  than  one 
day's  rice  in  the  Englifh  camp.  Trepaflbre  afforded 
fuch    a   feafonable   fupply   as   enabled  Sir   Eyre 
Coote,  a^r  obtaining  fome  rice  from  Poonamella, 

to 
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to  inarch  in  queft  of  the  enemy.  Hyder  fell  back 
a  few  miles  to  the  very  ground  where  he  had  de- 
feated Colonel  Baillie,  as  the  Englifli  approached  ; 
where,  in  the  determination  of  trying  his  fortune 
in  a  fecond  battle,  he  took  a  very  ftrong  pofition. 
The  country  between  the  two  armies  was  inter- 
fered by  feveral  very  9eep  water-courfe^,  wiuch 
rendered  the  attack,  on  the  part  of  the  Englifli,  pe- 
culiarly arduous.  The  general  was  under  the  ne- 
ceility  of  forming  his  front  under  a  very  heavy 
cannonade,  both  from  well-placed  batteries  and 
from  the  guns  in  the  enemy's  lines.  The  difci- 
pline  and  firmnefs  of  any  troops  never  underwent 
a  fiercer  trial  ^  and  the  general  declared,  that  their 
fieady  valour  could  not  have  been  furpaffed  by  the 
firft  veterans  of  any  nation  in  Europe.  This  en- 
gagement, which  happened  on  the  27th,  lafted 
from  nine  In  the  morning  until  it  was  near  fun-fet. 
The  enemy  were  driven  fuccefsfuUy  from  all  their 
grounds.  Our  army  fought  as  if  infpired  by  the 
dnadies  of  rtheir  countrymen  and  fellow-^ldiers, 
wbofe  memorable  exertions  and  defeat  on  that  very 
Ipot  were  ftill  fo  recent  in  their  memories.  Our 
Jofs  however  was  greater,  and  that  of  the  enemy 
lefs,  than  on  the  former  battle.  The  irregularity 
of  Hyder's  ground  afforded  more  cover  from  our 
fire.  General  Stuart  loft  a  leg  by  a  cannon  (hot, 
and  Colonel  JBrowne  his  life  by  the  fame  means. 
One  of  the  general's  aiA-dercamps.  was  killed  by 
his  fide.     Thefe  were  the  only  officers  of  confe- 

Quence  who  fell* 

Another 


TRANSACTIONS   IN  IK&tA.      399 

Another  a6Vion,  about  a  month  fubfequent  to 
this,  was  fought  at  i  place  called  Sholingur.  Ry- 
der's lois  in  thefe  encounters,  while  he  prefef  ved  his 
artillery  and  ftores,  was  but  trivial.  It  was  four 
o'clock  before  this  battle  commenced ;  and  the  fua 
did  not  go  down  until  the  enemy,  were  totallj 
routed.  They  were  now  in  the  habit  of  giving 
way  in  every  conteft  with  the  company*s  forces. 
On  this  occafion  their  cavalry  and  infantry  fuffered 
extremely,  while  our  lofs  was  perfeftly  trifling. 

In  the  beginning  of  1782,  the  general  went  to 
the  relief  of  Yellore,  which  was  now  reduced  to 
great  diftrefs  for  provifion.  Hyder  watched  the 
motions-of  the  army  ;  and,  as  they  palted  a  deep 
imorafs,  commenced  a  very  heavy  cannonade.  He 
wifhed  to  cut  off  the  baggage  and  convoy,  while 
the  troops  were  entangled  in  their  march.  After 
an  aftion  of  four  hours,  in  which  the  flower  of 
Hyder's  troops  were  feverely  handled,  he  was 
forced  to  abandon  his  objedl  with  dlfgrace.  The 
army,  which  had  fuffered  but  little,  having  purfued 
its  courfe,  and  accompliftied  the  end  of  the  expe- 
dition without  further  moleftation,  on  coming  up 
to  the  fame  morafs  three  days  after,  found  Hyder 
prepared  on  the  other  fide  to  difpute  their  paflage* 
They  paflTed  notwithftandlng  the  fire  of  his  cannon, 
about  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  general 
having  formed,  and  fecured  the  baggage,  ad- 
vanced with  his  ufual  promptitude  upon  the  ene- 
my. The  refiftance  was  but  feeble.  A  genersil 
xout  enfued,  and  a  purfuit,  in  which  the  flaughter 

was 


460      TRANSACTIONS  IN  IMDJA. 

was  confidetable.  Thus  ended  a  campaign,  the 
moft  ardent,  the  moft  brilliant,  the  moft  bloody, 
and  attended  with  efk&s  the  moft  general  and 
unezpe<^ed  of  any,  perhaps,  in  the  hiftory  of  poli- 
tical fociety. 

During  thefe  tranfa<5lions,  an  account  of  the 
var  with  Holland  having  arrived  in  India,  five 
India  (hips  from  China,  in  their  way  home,  touch- 
ed at  Fort  Marlboro  jgh,  on  the  coaft  of  Sumatra. 
l*he  gentlemen  of  that  factory  inftantly  conceived 
the  practicability  of  capturing  the  Dutch  fettle- 
ments  on  that  ifland.  Mr.  Botham,  one  of  the 
council,  was  intrufted  with  the  condu<^  of  the  ex- 
pedition, in  concert  with  Captain  Clements,  com* 
modore  of  the  five  fhips.  Captain  Mandeville, 
with  an  hundred  men,  were  all  that  could  be  fpared 
from  the  fort.  The  governor  of  Padang,  miftak- 
ing  the  force  coming  againft  him,  was  fuddenly 
terrified  into  a  furrender,  not  only  of  that  place, 
but  of  all  the  other  Dutch  fettlements  on  the 
wcftern  extremities  of  the  ifland. 

A  firong  armament  was,  at  the  &me  rime,  and 
for  very  obvious  reafons,  fent  againft  the  Dutch 
fettlement  in  the  town,  port,  and  fortrefs  of  Ne- 
gapata^,  on  the  Tanjore  coaft.  Major-General  Sir 
He<5lor  Monro  was  appointed  to  conduA  this  en- 
terprize  in  concert  with  Sir  Edward  Hughes.  The 
land  forces  already  in  the  Rajah's  country  were 
only  affigned  for  this  fervice.  It  proved  exceed- 
ingly arduous.  The  garrifon  was  at  leaft  eight  thou- 
fand  ftrong.    The  befiegers,  in  all,  did  not  amount 

to 
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to  half  the  number.^  The  troops  were  much  dif- 
trelTed  by  the  badnets  of  weather,  and  the  damp- 
aefs  of  their  ficuation.  Moft  of  the  wounded  died, 
and  many  of  the  feamen,  from  heat  and  fatigue, 
were  fuddenly  deftroyed  by  violent  cramps  and 
fpafms.  Notwithftanding  thefe  difficulties,  and  af-- 
<er  the  failure  of  two  defperate  Tallies  with  their 
whol^  force,  terms  of  capitulation  took  place.  The 
town  and  citadel,  with  all  the  fiores  and  contents, 
which  belonged  to  the  government  or  Company^ 
were  furrendered  to  the  victors.  Private  property 
was  fecured  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  upon  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  were  to  (hare  the  proteAion  of 
xba  Engliih.  The  garrifon  were  allowed  military 
Jionours,  and  then  made  prifoners  of  war.  The 
governor,  council,  and  other  civil  officers,  were 
.retained  on  parole.  Hyder's  infantry,  and  other 
fepoys,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  made  their 
efcape  on  the  night  preceding  the  capture.  Dur- 
ing a  fervice  of  fo  much  hazard  and  a6lion,  the 
whole  bfs  of  the  befiegers,  Europeans,  and  na*- 
ttires,  io  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  were  little 
more  than  one  hundred  men.  They  found  in  the 
place  fome  fine  artillery,  and  large  quantitl^  of 
aiilitary  {lores« 

The  redu^ion  of  Negsipatam  expelled  the  ene^ 
my  from  the  kingdooi  .of  Tanjore.  AU  the  forts 
and  ilrong  holds,  which  they  poflelTed  in  that 
i:ountry  and  its  viciciity,  were  evacuated  without 
4cl&7*    The  poligars  of  Msirawax  and  Tinevelly, 
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who  had  revolted  to  Hyder,  were  at  the  fame 
time  reclaimed,  and  waited  only  a  proper  oppor* 
lunity  of  renewing  their ^  peace  with  the  Na- 
bob. l*he  fuccefs  of  the  Company's  arms  againft 
a  force  of  fuch  magnitude  made  every  where  the 
flrongeft  Imrepffion  in  their  favour.  And  a  general 
faith,  in  the  various  miracles  formerly  attributed  to 
the  operations  of  their  arms,  began  to  revive. 

It  was  early  in  1782  that  the  expedition  againft 
the  Dutch  intereft  and   monopoly,  efpecially  of 
the  fpice  trade,  in  the  valuable  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
was  conceived  and  executed.    Sir  Edward  Hughes 
was  aflifted  in  carrying  on  this  enterprize,  and  fup- 
pHed  by  the  general  with  five  hundred  volunteer 
fepoys,  and  an  officer  and  thirty  artillery  men,  to 
garrifon  the  fort,  in  cafe  it  fell  into  their  bands. 
After  encountering  a  variety  of  impediments  inci- 
dent to  that  fpecies  of  fervice,  and  not  a  little 
etiquette  between  Sir  Edward  and  the  governor, 
who  had  been  perfonally  intimate,  the  place  was  at 
length  ftormed  with  fuccefs.     It  contained  a  pro- 
digious quantity  of  military  ftores.  Two  fliips  richly 
laden,  with  a  number  of  fmaller  veflels,  were  taken 
in  the  harbour.     Four  hundred  European  military 
were  made  prifoners,  and  a  few  i^alay  officers. 
Our  lofs  was  very  inconfiderable.     The  admiral 
was  much  aifecSed  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Long,  a 
young  man  of  promifihg  talents,  and  his  own  ffe-  " 
cond  lieutenant  in  the  Superbe,  who  fell  as  he 
led  on  bis  company  to  the  ai&ult.     He  applauded 

the 
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the  conduft  both  of  the  naval  arijd  marine  officers,  as 
meriting  peculiar  diftin6lion,  but  fpecified  the  fer* 
vices  of  Major  Geils,  an  engineer,  as  inftances  of 
the  moll  eminent  and  ufeful  abilities. 


D42  CHAP. 
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C  HA  P  T.E  R     XL 

Demands  en  the  Rajah  of  Benares — He  is  charged  ivith 
Contumacy — The  Govemor^eneral  v\fits  Benares — 
The  Rajah  is  taken  into  Cuftody^ — Thi  Sefcys  cad 
O^crs  on  thai  Service  majfacred^^  He  flies — His 
Relation,  and  Enemy ^  fucceeds  to  the  temporary  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Zemindary — The  Temerity  and  Re- 
fuljt  (f  Captain  Mayaffre — The  Govemor-Geiteral 
abandons  his  garters  by  Night -^^ he  NaM  Fi- 
zier*s  Fijit — MaUtreatment  cf  the  Trinctjfcs  of 
Oude,  the  Women  of  the  Zenana,  and  the  Royal 
Offspring  •—  Dijhcrbances  in  the  contiguous  Provinces 
—  Military  Operations  —  Gcrvemment  fettled  — 
Peace  with  Sindia — Booty  feized  by  the  Arnrf. 

A.LL  the  refources  of  the  company  were  luxequal 
to  thQ  conftant  and  extraordinary  difburfemenrs, 
which  the  boftilities  now  raging,  in  almpft  every 
part  of  their  pofleflions,  occafioned.  They  grap- 
pled with  difficulties  at  prefent,  which  had  oc- 
curred in  no  former  period.  Ail  India  was  in 
arms*  The  expulfion  of  ftrangers,  who  aimed 
at  univerfal  empire,  by  a  fyftem  of  uniform  rapa-« 
city  and  ufurpation,  was  an  obje£l  which*  roufed, 
united,  and  fand^ified  (heir  efforts.  This  general 
confederacy  derived  ^  freih  and  formidable  accef-* 
(ion  of  ftrength  and  confequence  from  the  de- 
claration of  9  French  war.  The  prefllire  of  tbefe 
oircumftances^  b^  touching  the  inmoil  fpriogs,  and 

tring- 
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bringing  intoa^lidn  all  the  latent'powcts  of  govetn- 
inent,  produced  a  feries  of  extraordinary  efFeAs^ 
It  was  aflumed,  as  an  operative  principle  in  poli- 
tics, that  the  expenditure  of  a  war  eftablifliment 
fhould  be  ptovided  for  by  a  revenue  altogether 
new;  that  the  fupreme  council  had  a  right  to 
make  the  .ftate  of  the  treafury  the  ftandard  of 
their  pecuniary  requifitions,  and  that  public  exi« 
gence  was  a  fufficient  plea  for  private  extor- 
tion» 

The  zemindar)'  of  Benaifes,  which  includes  alio 
the  circars  of  Gazypour  and  Chuhar,  conftituted  a 
part  of  the  dominions  of  Oude,  until  the  year  1774* 
when  its  tribute,  or  quit  rent  of  twenty-four  lack«, 
was  transferred  to  the  Englidi.  In  the  year  177^, 
when  the  French  war  commenced,  it  was  relblved, 
that  Cheit  Sing,  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  (hould  be 
required  to  contribute  an  extraordinary  lubfidy  of 
five  lacks,  to  anfwer  the  additional  expence  occa^ 
fioned  by  this  emergency.  Great  objeflions  was 
raifed  againft  this  demand.  The  Rajah,  however^ 
confented  to  make  the  payment  with  a  very  ill 
grace,  aftd  difcharged  it  with,  a  worfe.  Another 
year,  the  fame  requifition  was  renewed*  and^ 
though  known  to  be  extremely  rich^  Cheit  Sing 
affe^ed  to  difpofe  of  his  plate  and  jewels,  as  an 
evidence  how  unable  lie  was  to  comply  with  the 
Jmpofition.  Two  battalions  of  fepoys  were  therfe* 
fore  quartered  in  his  dominions,  and  their  p)ay 
charged  to  his  account,  until  he  realized  the  eX"» 
peckations  of  his  fuperiors.     The  thi^d  year's  fub- 
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fidy  was  not  difcharged  with  more  promptitude, 
and  iimilar  means  of  coercion  were  adopted.  And 
when  one  lack  only  had  been  produced,  the  Ra- 
jah wrote  to  the  governor-general,  with  his  own 
hand,  ftating  the  impoverifhed  flate  of  his  trea- 
fury  and  refources,  and  praying  a  remiflion  of  the 
remainder  till  another  year,  when  he  promifed  to 
pay  it  with  the  ftipulated  revenue.  No  anfwer  was 
made  to  this  humble  petition  for  indulgence,  but  a 
£reih  order  was  immediately  prefented  for  a  thou- 
fand  horfe.  It  could  hardly  be  expedted  that  itich 
A  fupply  could  be  readily  obtained,  where  a  yearly 
fubfidy  of  fizty  thoufand  pounds  had  been  extorted 
with  fo  much  difficulty.  And  though  the  Rajah,  in 
his  jremonftrance  to  Mr.  Haftings,  aflerts,  that 
five  hundred*  horfe,  and  as  many  barkundaifes,  were 
ready,  and  at  his  fervice  -,  we  are,  nevecthelef% 
aflured,  in  an  authentic  narrative  pf  that  tran&c^ 
tton,  that  no  more  than  half  that  number  was  pto^ 
mifed,  and  not  a  fingle  horfe  ever  feqt«  Thus  was 
the  Rajah*s  anxiety  and  jealoufies  of  his  own  fafety 
awakened.  He  was  treated  with  a  fufpicieii  that 
fuppreffed  his  confidence,  and  with  a  rigour  that 
tended  unavoidably  to  relax  his  attachment.  The 
iron  hand  of  oppreilion  was  ftretched  forth,  )nd  he 
found  himfelf  without  the  means  either  of  fatisfy- 
ing  or  refifting  its  grafp.  Overwhelmed  with  ap-. 
preheniion,  it  was  natural  to  look  out  for  fuch  a 
proteftion  as  might  fupply  that  which  he  fuppo&d 
to  be  withdrawn,  to  try  whether  the  neighbour^ 
ing  jJowers  would  not  afford  him  an  afylum  fronj 

the 
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the  tempeft  that  impended^  pr  what  re(burce  he 
might  fiikl  among  his  countrymen  agaiaft  the  ma<- . 
chinations  of  implacable  foreigners.     A  ilriking . 
coincidence  took  place^  between  his  own  expe-. 
rience  and  the  general  ideas  then  entertained  of 
the  Britifh  character.     The  name  of   EngliihmaiL 
was  now  regarded^  in  almofl  every  part  of  India  ^ 
with  execration.     In  the  very  dominions  of  their 
allies,  in  Oude,  in  the  circars,  and  in  the  Carna-. 
ticy    they  were   mofi  hated,    only  becaufe   beft> 
known.     Weary  of  the  yoke. that  galled  him,  and 
iiicenfed  by  a  repetition  of  infult^  it  is  not.impto-^. 
bable  that  Cheit  Sing  might  correfpond.with  the., 
princes  around  him  on  the  moft  likely,  means  of  es«. 
tncating  himfelf  from  his  prefent  embarraiTmenty* 
fpeculate  on  terms  of  mutual  fupport,  or  dgree  on- 
iiicha  plan  of  general  concert  withthem  as  promif- 
ed  the  moft  eifis^ual  protedion  to  their  ^efpe6^1va 
rights  ;  that  he  might  even  have  written  to  the  dif-* 
contented  Begums  of  Oude,  or  caballed  with  the  dif-« 
affeded  tributaries  of  the  Englifh.  He  has  certainly 
been  charged  with  having  exhibited  unequivocal 
fymptoms  of  this  feditious  turn  of  mind  in  his  owns 
GOnduid,  but  which  w^re  obvious  in  a  ftill  highef 
degree  in  the  behaviour  of  his  officers  and  his  peo-* 
pie.     Thefe  fa<as,  however^  are  alledged  without 
any  fpecification  of  dates,  names,  or  circumfiances; 
nor  even  included  in  the  written  complaints,  which 
wers  ftued  againft,  and  fent  to  him  on  the  fpoti 
Indeed,  the  expenoeid' of  the  war  had  become  fd 
ii|ormdU^  and  tiie  IMansof  ftill  caifving  it  on  had 
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dsaAned  the  trcafury  to  fiich  a  degree,  that  new 
Iburces  of  fupply  were  become  a  matter  of  great 
and  preiling  importunity.  The  wealth  and  impo- 
trace  of  the  Rajah  might  now,  therefore,  point 
him  out  as  the  proper  and  immediate  objed  for 
anfwering  the  public  exigence. 

,  During  this  flate  of  a&irsin  the  zemindary  of 
.fienares,  the  governor-general  went  to  vifit  it  in 
perfoo  upon  the  7th  of  Juy  [1781].     He  wiflied, 
at  the  iame  time,  to  reilore  harmony  ki  the  pnD* 
vinces  of  Oude,  and  to  procure  as  much  mofley  as 
pofiibie.     Colonel  Muir  was  then  negoclating  a 
peace  with  Sindia,  and  Mr.  Haftings  naturally  ex- 
pected that  )us  approach  might  expedite  the  buii- 
Qefs.    The  difappointment  of  aid  frohi  the  Rajah, 
even  in  a  crifis  of  the  greateft  public  diftre&  and 
danger,  did  not  affeCt  him  fo  much  as  thpie  in- 
fiances  of  contumacy  and  difobedience,  which  be' 
coniidered  as  proofe  of  a  deliberate  intention  to 
fubvert  the  Company's  authority,  and  to  ered  his 
own  independency  on  its  ruins.     He  adapted,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  report,  that  the  Rajah  inbeiified 
immenfe  wealth   from  his  father  Balwant  Sing, 
which  was  depoilted  in  the  two  ftrong  forts  of  Liit- 
teefpore  and  Bedjeygur,  and  annually  augmented ; 
that  his  military  eftabliflunent  and    fiores    were 
preferved  on  the  moft  refpe<5lable  footing ;  that  his 
ilrong  holds  were  numerous,  in  good  condition, 
and  well  fupplied;  that  he  maintained  an  inter* 
courfe  with  fuch  powers,  as  either  were,  or  might 
J^ecome  enemies  to  the  company  $  and  that  he  was 

prepared 
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prepared  for  open  revolt,  and  waited  only  for  a 
favourable  opportunity  of  declaring  it.  By  his 
ag;ents  and  emiflaries  in  Calcutta  he  was  alfo 
thought  to  have  taken  an  aftive  and  decided  part 
againft  the  governor-general,  in  thofe  contefts 
which  had  long  prevailed  between  him  and  his 
colleagues  is  office.  To  this  ftrenuous  oppolition 
to  the  cenfures  incurred  at  home,  by  his  delin- 
quencies abroad,  and  to  the  condant  and  general 
ezpeAation  in  India,  that  he  muft  have  been  re- 
called firom  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  the  go- 
vernor-general roundly  charged  the  whole  of  the 
Rajah's  mifconduft.  This  was  probably  the  crime 
which  he  deemed  the  leaft  pardonable,  fv>r  which 
he  was  to  be  punilhed,  as  an  example  •which  juf- 
tice  and  policy  required  j  which  was  to  render  ^«s 
guilt  the  means  of  relief  to  the  Company,  and  in 
confequence  of  which  a  penalty  was  to  be  exaAed 
from  him,  which  he  was  well  able  to  bear,  and  at 
the  expence  of  a  fund  deftined  by  him  for  purpofes 
of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency  to  the  Britiih  in-' 
tereft  in  thefe  parts. 

The  governor-general's  progrefs  up  the  Ganges 
lafted  near  fix  weeks.  The  Rajah  was  much  alarm- 
ed by  this  unexpected  journey.  He  (hrewdly 
fiifpe<fted  the  governor  was  not  cordially  his  friend. 
His  profligate  relation  Ouflaun  Sing  had  for  fbme 
time  been  much  careiled  at  Calcutta.  And  he  now 
attended  in  the  governor-generars  train.  This 
man,  who  had  once  been  thb  bofom  friend  and  chief 
Biinlfter  of  the  Rajah,  had,  by  mal^adminiilation, 
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forfeited  the  efteem  cf  his  mailer,  aod  fquaidered 
his  fubftance  by  fuch  an  unprincipled  life,  that  he 
was  at  length  baniihed  the  country.  He  had  foon 
returned,  however,  at  the  head  of  a  mofl  profligate 
banditti)  who  became  fo  numerous  and  formidable, 
that  he  was  at  length  only  expelled  by  a  reinforce* 
ment  of  the  Company's  forces.  The  Rajah  could 
not  but  regard  a  man  who  had  thus  abufed  his  con- 
fidence, defied  his  power,  and  outraged  thb  tran- 
quillity of  his  government,  as  his  mortal  enemy. 
And  what  could  he  expe£t  from  the  vifit  of  a  fupe- 
rior  who  fuffered  his  fuite  to  be  difgraced  by  fo 
abandoned  a  chara(^er !  The  Rajah,  however, 
with  a  great  train  of  the  principal  people  of  his 
country,  met  the  governor-general  at  Buxar,  on 
the  borders  of  Benares.  The  opinion,  that  this 
fplendid  retinue  had  been  colle£led  with  an  hoftile 
intention,  has  been  refuted  by  the  event.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  meeting,  a  fecodd  took  place  next 
morning :  A  converfation  occurred,  which  the  two 
parties  have  related  differently.  The  governor- 
general  delivered  his  recoUeftion  of  what  happened 
with  much  caution,  difclaioied  all  pretenticMis  to 
corre<^nef$;  and,  becaufe  it  made  no  part  of  his 
plan,  he  confidered  it  as  a  contingency  of  no  con- 
fequence.  He  ftated,  however,  that  Cheit  Sing 
expreiTed  the  greateft  concern  for  the  difpleafure  he 
had  incurred,  and  fuch  parts  of  his  conduA  as  had 
given  oflfence,  that  he  declared  the  zemindary,  and 
all  he  poflfeiTed,  was  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Com- 
pany $    that  the  prefence  of  OufTaun  Sing  filled 

him 
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him  With  the  moft*  diflreffing  apprehenfion^ ;  and 
that  from  an  uncommon  agitation  of  mind,  or  to 
impre&  a  ftiong  opinion  of  his  fincerity,  he  ac- 
companied his  words  with  the  lingular  a6tion  of 
'  laying  his  turban  in  Mr.  Hailings'  lap.  In  reply, 
the  governor-general  difclaimed  the  idea  of  de-* 
fcendiog  to  become,  a  party  in  the  family  alterca- 
tion of  the  Rajah,  but  avowed .  the  higheft  dii^ 
pleafure,  in  explicit  and  peremptory  terms.  He 
added,  that  he  had  already  been  deceived  by  his 
oaths  and  proteftations,  and  ihould  not  fufier  his 
purpofe  to  be  changed,  or  his  duty  to  be  over*- 
ruled,  by  any  verbal  conceffions  whatever.  But  in 
the  Rajah's  manifefto  the  governor-generars  over- 
tures are  mentioned  as  peculiarly  harfli  and  exorbi- 
tant. Having  difcuifed  the  fubje6l  of  the  tribute, 
his  profeiiion  of  attachment  and  fidelity, to  the 
Company,  and  his  readinefs  to  comply  with  their 
defires  in  every  thing  within  his  power,  no  le^  a 
fum  than  a  crore  of  rupees,  or  about  one  million 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fierling,  was  de- 
manded as  the  price  of  forgivenefs  and  future  fz^ 
vour.  The  furrender  of  Bedjeygur,  which  he 
calls  ^'  his  family  refidence,  the  depofit  of  his 
*^  women  and  of  his  honour,"  was  at  the  fame 
time  required.  To  the  firft  of  thefe  demands  he 
pleaded  abfolute  inability ;  in  reply^  to  the  fecond 
he  faid,  for  what  he  had  done  he  ihould  be  pu« 
ni/hed  by  the  forfeiture  of  his  domeftic  fanftuary, 
and  branded  with  the  infemy  of  having  relinquiflied 

the 
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the  {acred  depofit  of  his  htmly  and  perfoaal  hch 

nour. 

When  they  arrived  at  Benares^  on  the  i4tfe  of 
Auguft,  the  Rajah  was  forbid  to  wait  on  the  ga- 
vernor-gencral,  as  he  had  intended,  that  evening, 
and  defired  to  defer  his  future  viiits  until  per- 
miilion  was  obtained,  as  fome  matters  were  previa- 
oufly  to  be  fettled.  Next  day  Mr.  Marie  ham,  the 
refident  at  Benares,  was  difpatched  by  the  go* 
vernor-general,  with  a  paper,  in  which  the  feveral 
charges  againft  him  were  ftated,  and  an  immediate 
'anfwer  required.  Had  he  wifhed  to  irritate  the 
Rajah  by  inventive,  rather  th^n  to  gain  him  to.  his 
purpofe  by  conciliating  language  and  an  ai&ble 
deportment,  the  means  he  purfued  could  not  have 
been  more  properly  felefted.  This  extorted  from 
the  Rajah  an  ample  vindication  of  his  condu6^. 
The  non-payment  of  the  extraordinary  fubfidy  he 
attributes  to  circumftances  which  he  could  not  pre^ 
vent  or  elude ;  that  the  failure  of  the  remittance 
to  the  army  was  the  fault  of  thofe  who  were  in- 
trufted  with  the  bufinefs  ;  that  the  demands  on  •Im 
for  cavalry  were  incapable  of  being  literally  ful- 
filled I  that  his  communications  on  that  fubje<5l  had 
been  negle£led  or  difcredited;  that  he  had  an- 
nounced to  the  refident  his  readinefs  to  detach,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  Company,  five  hundred  horfe, 
and  as  many  militia,  or  irregular  troops  ;  that  he 
had  written  an  account  of  thefe  forces  to  the  go- 
vernor-general, who  he  daily  expeAed  would  have 
fent  fome  dire£\lon  for  their  difpofgi  -,  that  no  an- 
fwer 
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£frer  was  returned  to  this  letter  any  more  than  to 
the.  former  ;  and  that  Mr.  Markham  and  he  re- 
peatedly expreifed  their  mutual  furprlfe  at  this  fi- 
leoce.  He  denies  that  any  agents  <or  emiiTaries 
vere  ever  fent  to  Calcutta,  or  that  any  of  his  peo- 
ple were;  there^  except  a  few  whom  he  named, 
and  who  were  openly  employed  on  public  bufinefs, 
with  the  governor  himfelf.  Thefe,  and  other  im-, 
putatlons  of  a  iimilar  nature,  he  avows  to  be  the. 
calumnies  of  his  enemies,  who  were  bent  on  his 
ruin  i  but  he  congratulated  himfelf,  that  the  go-^ 
vemorrgeneral  would  now  have  an  opportunity  of 
dete£ling  the  falfehood  on  the  fpot.  That  robberies 
and  murders  were  committed  in  his  country  with 
impunity,  was  an  allegation  equally  unfounded.. 
He  was  careful  to  puni(h  evejy  fuch  crime,  and  no 
culprit  ever  coqld  elude  juftice  by  other  meai^ 
than  abandoning  the  country. 

This  anfwer,  though  couched  in  language  the 
moil  humble  wd  fubmiffive,  was  confidered  by  the 
governor-g^ener^l  as  an  infult  of  the  highe{\  and 
moft  offenfive  kind 9  not  fo  much  a  vindication  of 
the  Rajah,  as  a  recrimination  on  himfelf;  and  ra« 
ther  a  letter  of  defiance,  than  a  reprefentation  which 
betrayed  any  fenfe  of  mifcondudl,  or  facilitated 
the  return  of  friendfhip.  He  admits  that  fome  of 
the  Rajah's  letters  might  not  have  been  anfwered  ; 
but  adds,  ip  a  tone  of  fuperlative  fbtelinefs,  that  it 
was  the  Rajah's  duty  to  obey  the  pofitive  and  re- 
peated orders  which  he  had  received,  and  '^  not 
M  tp  waf^e  his  time  with  l^ttcjrs  of  cxcufe,  to  cavil 
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*'  with  his  aofwcrs  for  evafion,  or  with  his  (ilence 
•*  for  delays."  Moderation  in  power  was  not  then 
the  chara^leriftic  virtue  of  thefuprcme  government. 
And  much  delicacy  was  not  to  be  expelled  in  the 
^xcrcife  of  a  delegated  authority,  by  the  agent  of 
Brittfh  merchants  to  the  prince  of  Benares, 
«  The    governor-general    deemed    it    impoJitic, 
dther  to  leave  him  in  the*  full  ezercife  of  powers, 
which  he  had  thus  obvioully  abufed^  and  which 
lie  apprehended  might  ilill  be  employed  to  the 
dioft  dangerous  purpofes,  or  to  deveft  him  entirely 
of  the  z^mindary,  though  jullifiable  on  the  grounds 
he  had  ftated^  as  this  might  have  appeared  too 
ftvere,  and  rendered  the  company's  government 
obnoxious  to  cenfure.     By  laying  the  perfon  of  the 
Rajah  under  arreft,  he  expefted  to  avoid  both  ex- 
trcmes.     The  Rajah's  palace  was  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges,  on  the  fame  fide   with  the 
city  of  Benares,  and  about  two  miles  diftant.    Mr, 
Markham  was  inftru<5ted  to  proceed  early  in  the 
morning,  with  only  his  accuftomed  guard,  that  it 
might  appear  no  more  than  a  common  vifit,  and 
there  to  put  him  under  arreft,  and  require  his  im- 
mediate fubmillion,  in  the  governor'-general's  name, 
and  to  keep  him  in  cuftody  until  he 'received  fiir- 
ther  orders.  Two  company^s  of  fepoys  from  Ma jor 
Popham's  detachment  were  ordered   to  follow  and 
fupport  the  refident  in  the  execution  of  this  delicate 
fervice. 

The  Rajah  made   no  refiftance,  liut   refigned 
himfolf  to  his  htc,  with  perfeii  fubmiffion  to  the 

relident* 
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refident's  authority.  He  was  ready  to  obey  what- 
ever the  governor-general  (hould  preicribe.  His 
entire  zemindary,  his  forts,  and  his  treafure,  were 
at  his  fervice,  and  even  his  life  if  demanded.  But 
he  felt  the  ignonny  to  which  he  was  expofed  by  this 
public  difgrace.  He  trufted  his  youth  and  inex- 
perience would  be  fome  appology  for  fuch  of  his 
errors  as  had  given  moft  offence.  He  begged  the 
refident  would  make  a  juft  reprefentation  of  his 
obedience,  and  plead  for  him,  that,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  his.  father's  name,  he  might  obtain  his  free- 
dom on  proving  the  fincerity  of  his  offers.  Thele 
fubmiifions  he  repeated  in  a  letter  to  the  govenor- 
general,  which  he  concluded  by  faying,  "  What- 
••  ever  may  be  your  pleafure,  do  it  with  your  own 
'*  hands.  I  am  your  flave.  What  occafion  can 
*'  there  be  for  a  guard?" 

Other  letters,  repl6te  with  the  ihme  defpoa- 
dency,  foon  followed  Mr.  Markham.  The  gover- 
nor-general's feelings,  regulated  as  they  were  by 
the  niceft  policy,  for  the  lirft  tinle  were  fo  far 
touched  by  the  misfortunes  of  the  Rajah,  that  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  alleviate  his  appreheniioos^ 
by  a  ihorC  note,  informing  him,  that  all  parti- 
culars (hould  be  explained  in  the  afternoon,  an4 
defiring  him  to  let  his  mind  be  at  reft,  and  not  to 
conceive  any  terror  or  difmay. 

The  Rajah  had  been  early  cautioned  againft 
fufiering  his  people  to  behave  in  an  unqmet  or  dif* 
orderly  manner,    as  any  attempt  to  refcue  him 
vould  inevitably  precipitate  Ms  ruin*    The  refi- 
dent 
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.^ot  \9&  him  til  tbe  cuftpdy  qF  Lieutenant  Stal' 
kcr^   who  commanded  his  own  guard,  and  of  th« 
Lieutenants  Scot  and    Sims,   who   led    the    two 
grenadier  companies  of  fepoys.      Thefe  officers 
were  inflru^ted  to  difarm  all  his  fervants,  but  to 
^IlowXini  any  eight  or  ten  domeflics  whom  he 
might  prefer,   for.  the  attendance  of  his  peribn. 
7'hefe  were  to  be  flxevJn  to  the  fepoys,  that  no  de- 
ception Tbight  be  praflicable.     Nor  was  the  RajaK 
to  be  refufed  any  requeft  confiftent  with  the  (ecu- 
lity  of  his  perfon.     Fortunately  for  Markham,  the 
preparauon  of  his  in{lru£l'ons  con^derably  delayed 
his  return  to  the  palace.     On  the  oppofite   fide  of 
ii^.the /iver,  and  at  no  great  diftance,  was  fituated 
Ramnagur,  the  common  refidence  of  the  Uanly. 
Jt  was  a  pile  of  building  which  anfwered  the  dou- 
ble purpofe  of  a  palace  and  a  fortrefs.  A  few  addi- 
tional out-wprks  had  been  made  to  it  of  late  years, 
and  by  degrees  a  very  populous  and  compa(fl  town 
furrounded  it.     A  Handing  garrifon  was  kept  in 
this  place  after  the  manner  of  all  eaftern  princes. 
The  refidence  of  the   court    had   produced  the 
town  and  occauoned  the  garnfon,  and  the  inhar- 
.iHtaots  were  violently  attached  to  the  prince^  from 
the  mildnefs  of  his  manners,  and  the  lenity  of  bis 
.government.     Before  Markham  could  fet  out,  in- 
telligence was  received,  that  large  bodies  of  armed 
men  had  crofTed  the  river  from  Ramnagur,  and 
.proceeded  dire6lly  to  the  palace  where  the  prince 
Av^s  in  cuftody.     Our  fepoys  were  in  the  iquare 
.vhicb  fvrroimd^d  the  Rajah's  apartments^  *but  had. 
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by  fome  unaccountable  inadvertence,  left  their  am. 
rtiunition  behind.  This  circumftance  was  nofooner 
known  to  Major  Popham,  than  he  difpatched  ano- 
ther company  to  reinforce  the  two  formei",  and  to 
fupply  them  with  ammunition.  But  all  the  ave-^ 
nues  of  the  palace  were  fo  crowded  and  choked 
up  by  multitudes  and  armed  men,  determined  to  * 
prevent  accels,  that  the  attempt  was  immediately 
relinquifhed  as  imprafticable.  The  appearance  of 
this  party  probably  inflamed  the  populace,  as  the 
iLttack  of  the  grenadiers  in  the  fquare  certainly 
commenced  on  their  arrival.  Thefe  men,  defti- 
tute  of  their  ufual  means  of  defence,  were  an  eafy 
prey  to  fuperior  numbers,  who  in  an  inftant  cut 
iiioft  of  the  party  to  pieces.  Eighty-two  were 
Icilled  on  the  fpot,  and  ninety-two  fo  defperately 
wounded,  that  the  condition  of  the  living  was  much 
leis  enviable  than  that  of  the  dead.  The  three 
Bririih  officers,  who  were  faid  to  have  made  a  moft 
vigorous  refiftance,  were  found  mangled  in  the  moft 
ftocking  manner,  and  lying  near  each  other. 

The  Rajah  naturally  expecf^ed  that  his  life 
would  be  made  to  pay  for  the  temerity  of  his  peo- 
ple. In  the  midft  of  the  tumult,  and  overwhelmed 
by  the  terrors  of  a  fcene  fo  little  expe<fted,  he 
was  hurried  away,  however,  by  his  attendants  and 
friends,  through  a  wicket  on  the  garden  fide,  i^hich 
led  to  the  river,  where,  from  the  fteepnefs  of  the 
bank,  he  was  let  down  into  a  boat  by  a  number 
0f  turbans  tied  together,  and  conveyed  to  the  other 
iide.      The  authors  of  his  refcue  feem  to  have 
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a£ted  only  from  impulfe,  without  fyftem  or  CQC^• 
cert.  They  had  no  other  objeA  than  his  mere 
efcape,  and  followed  him  in  that  tumultuous  con- 
fusion which  generally  difcriminates  a  mob  under 
the  direction  of  no  fuperior.  The  additional  cqiih 
pany  of  fepoys,  who  had  been  prevented  entering, 
now  pufhed  their  way  as  the  crowds  decreafed. 
Even  then  fo '  fmart  a  fcuffle  enfued,  that  BirreL 
who  commanded  them,  had  thirty  of  his  men  kill- 
ed  or  wounded.  Major  Popham,  who  had  been  en* 
camped  about  two  miles  diftant,  foon  after  arrive^ 
at  the  head  of  his  detachment,  and  could  oaly  la- 
ment a  cataArpphe  which  it  was  not  In  his  power 
'  either  to  alleviate  or  revenge. 

The  whole  affray  is  attributed  by  Cheit  Sing 
to  the  brutality  of  a  ferva|:it  belonging  to  the 
refident,  who,  being  formerly  in  his  fervice,  was 
difmifled  with  difgrace,  and,  owing  the  prince  a 
grudge,  took  this  opportunity  of  treating  him  in* 
folenily.  His  people,  enraged  by  the  temerity  of 
fo  contemptible  a  wretch,  and  the  degradation  of  a 
chief  whom  they  loved  and  adored,  refented  the 
outrage,  which  however  fe^ms  to  have  originated 
and  fubfided  with  the  feelings  or  parozyfina  of  the 
moment.  The  governor-general  was  lodged  in  a 
villa  adjoining  to  the  fuburbs  of  Benares.  The 
whole  of  nis  guard  did  not  ^ceed  fifty  or  fixty 
fepoys.  Had  the  Rajah  been  ferioufly  deter^uned 
on  reliftbg  the  Company's  authority  from  the  be- 
ginning, the  governor-general  might  have  been 
immediately  and  eaiily  difpatcbed.     However  dc- 

fe6^ive 
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festive  thefe  people  are  prefumed  to  be  in  mili* 
tary,  political,  or  legiflative  fciencCj  they  are  al- 
lowed to-be  Angularly  artfuL  And,  in  h6^,  their 
ichemes  of  treachery  and  aifailination  are  for  the 
moft  part  fo  well  contriwd  as  generally  to  fuc- 
ceed.  The  fuppofition,  that  an  infurre^lion  was 
ferioufly  intended,  is  confequently  repugnant  to, 
what  has  been  always  underftood,  the  well  known 
and  eftablifhed  charafter  of  the  natives.  The  gorer- 
nor-general  feems  indeed  to  have  executed  this  ro- 
ftiaatic  expedition  with  a  raflinefs  which  moft  men 
betray,  when  the  immediate  gratification  of  fome 
ftrong  and  •prevalent  pailion  is  in  view.  In  a  place 
fo  full  of  inhabitants,  and  where  the  native  fovcreign 
ii  an  objeft  of  univerfal  attachment  and  veneration, 
it  was  not  likely  all  this  violence  fliould  be  done 
Without  popular  comnnotion,  or  that  his  name  or 
tituation  alone  would  carry,  into  a  country  fix 
hundred  miles  from  the  feat  of  government,  all  its 
authority  and  eifeft,  without  fuch  an  army  as  might 
toforce  his  meafures. 

The  Rajah,  like  all  weak  minds  under  the  in- 
fluence of  terror  and  furprife,  conceived  no  better 
aneans  of  fafety  than  in  diftance  firom  the  fcend 
of  danget.  Trufting  the  recovery  of  that  fortune, 
which  was  already  loft,  to.  time  and  contingency, 

r 

he  fled  from  Ramfragur  in  the  middle  of  the  fame 
flight.  Such  eiFe6ts  as  could  be  conveniently  moved, 
fuch  troops  as  were  affembled,  and  fuch  of  ha 
femily  as  were  prefent,  he  carried  with  him.  The 
palace  was  left  in  th^  cuftody  of  its  own  fmall  fta- 
tionary  garrifon.     He  took  immediate  refuge  in 
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Lutteefpore,  a  place  of  great  firength.  Mesa 
while  the  governor-general  appointed  OuiTaim  Sic^ 
to  the  adminiftration  of  the  revenues,  and  pro- 
claimed the  appointment  through  the  city  of  Be- 
nares, at  the  fame  time  that  melTengers  were  dif- 
patched  to  announce  this  event  in  every  part 
of  the  country;  From  the  obvious  temper  of  the 
people,  and  the  nature  of  the  arrangements  whick 
ROW  became  neceffary,  the  troops  were  ordered 
from  all  their  contiguous  fiations,  without  delay,  to 
Benares.  It  was  fortunate  fuch  a  precaution  had 
been  taken ;  for,  on  the  fecond  day  after  the  Ra- 
jah's flight,  a  chofen  warrior  and  confidential- chief 
of  the  family  arrived,  with  a  body  of  troops,  to 
proteA  Ramnagur.  An  emergency  fo  perfeAly 
unexpeAed  made  it  neceffary,  by  all  poflible 
means,  to  expedite  the  arrival  of  the  forces.  Orders 
were  immediately  difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  and 
Captain  Mayaifre,  who  had  the  command,  was 
direifted  to  avoid  every  thing  like  hoftility,  and  to 
halt  in  a  fecure  fituation  at  fome  difiance,  that  the 
troops  might  be  kept  coilefted  and  ready,  until  Ma- 
jor I?opham  had  taken  his  meafures  and  the  conH 
mand.  The  officer  however,  who  led  on  the  party, 
marched  dire6Hy  forward,  regardlels  of  the  remon- 
firances  made  by  thofe  who  a6led  under  him,  and 
defpiiing  an  enemy  of  which  he  had  no  knowledge. 
Here  followed  a  fecond  maflacre,  ftill  more  dread- 
ful than  the  firft.  They  were  foon  involved  in  nar- 
row ftreets  and  winding  lanes,  fired  upon  from  all 
directions,  ^d  flaughtered  in  heaps,  by  a  fevere 

and 
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aad  invifible  enemy.  Captain  Doxat,  who  led  the 
attack,  inftantly  fell,  with  twenty-three  of  his  men. 
The  detachment  under  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Blair,  who  followed,  were  not  much  longer  in  ac- 
tion, when  fifry-feven  men  were  killed,  and  nearly 
as  many  wounded.  Not  lefs  than  a  hundred  and 
feven  men  were  loft,  and  nearly  as  many  grievouf- 
ly  mangled,  by  this  temerity.  Captain  Mayaffre 
did  not  furvive  the  cataftrophe.  The  Rajah's  peo- 
ple were  naturally  elated  by  thefe  fuccefles.  Nor 
was  the  governor-general  intimidated.  The  re- 
fburces  of  his  genius  have  in  general  been  equal  to 
the  obftacles  with  which  he  grappled.  Difpatches 
were  prepared,  and  fent  in  multiplied  copies  to  all 
the  military  fiations  within  reach,  for  immediate 
fuccour  to  the  treafury  of  Oude  for  money,  and  to 
the  camp  of  Chunar,  for  all  the  troops  that  could  be 
fpared.  But  the  country,  by  this  time,  was  every 
where  hoftile,  and  in  arms  againft  the  Engliih. 
No  communication  could  take  place ;  and  of  the 
numerous  meifengers  occupied  on  this  emergency, 
few  reached  their  deftination. 
*  The  governor-general  had  taken  up  his  refi- 
dence  in  Mahdoodafs's  gardens,  which  were  fitu- 
ated  in  the  heart  of  the  fuburbs  of  Benares.  This 
place  confifted  of  many  detached  buildings  within 
one  large  inclofure.  The  whole  was  alfo  fur- 
rounded  with  houfes  and  trees,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  intercept  all  outward  profpe6t.  Expofed  by 
the  nakednefs  of  the  place,  the  want  of  a  force 
adequate  to  its  proteAion,    the  turbulence  of  its 
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vicinity,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  an  affault  froni 
the  proximity  of  an  enemy,  rapidly  increafing ;  and 
rendered  defperate,  from  the  certainty  that  they 
coMid  have  no  fafeiy  but  in  fuccefs  ;  an  immediate 
retreat  was  now  perhaps  the  moft  eligible  meafure 
in  their  power.  I'his  they  commenced  in  the 
evening,  and  accomplilhed  without  moleftation  by 
next  morning,  when  they  arrived  with  all  their 
baggage  and  attendants  at  Chunar.  The  wound* 
^d  fepoys  were  however  left  behind,  in  whofe 
favour  Mr.  Haftings  wrote  to  the  Nabob  Saa- 
dut  Ally,  requcfting  him  that  he  would  take 
them  under  his  care  and  prote(5lioa.  But  the  hu« 
manity  of  the  MuiTulnfian  had  taught  him  to  anti- 
cipate the  governor's  defire.  The  kindnefsof 
this  generous  ftranger  was  extended  to  thefe  un- 
fortunate men  the  moment  he  knew  of  their  con- 
dition. His  feeling  heart  fympathized  with  their 
fuiferings,  at  the  fame  time  that  his  judgment  con*- 
demned  the  policy  that  produced  them.  He  vi« 
iited  them  in  perfon,  he  fupplied  them  with  pro^ 
viiions,  he  gave  them  money,  he  ordered  furgeons 
to  attend  them,  and  as  foon  as  they  could  be  re- 
moved he  brought  them  to  his  own  quarters. 
Thefe  interefting  attentions  were  performed  at  a 
time  when  the  Company's  credit  was  confidered, 
among  the  natives,  as  precarious ;  when  the  odium 
raifed  againft  its  fervants  was  prevalent  and  \mU 
verfal  9  when  Hydir  Ally  triumphed  in  the  Cama*> 
tic ;  and  when  the  fupreme  government  had  be** 
come  contemptible  from  groft  violations  of  faith, 

abortive 


TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA.       413 

abortive  ambition,  and  aiTumjptrons  which  it  could 
not  realize.  In  this  good  man,  thefe  wretched  fol- 
diers,  though  wounded,  fighting  agalnft  a  caufe  in 
which  he  was  much  iiiterefted,  and  now  in  the  cuf- 
tody  of  their  enemies,  found  a  friend.  Such  are  the 
offices  of  kindnefs,  .for  which  our  countrymen  have 
fo  generally  ftigmatized  the  Indians  as  barbarians  I 

Benaram  Pundit,  the  Berar  Vakeel,  on  the 
very  evening  of  the  retreat,  had  come  to  vifit  the 
governor-general.  All  was  in  diforder  and  confulion 
when  he  entered  the  gardens.  He  proceeded  how- 
ever with  the  crowd,  and,  notwithflTariding  extreme 
Corpulence  and  great  age,  was  difcovered  march- 
ing  on  foot,  in  company  wiih  his  bfother,  and 
without  a  fingle  attendant.  They  continued  at 
Ohunar  until  the  governor-general  was  enabled  to 
return  to  Benares.  He  even  offered,  without  ap- 
plication, all  the  ready  money  lie  pofTefTed,  which'  ' 
was  a  lack  of  rupees  in  filver,  at  a  time  when  the 
governor-general  was  exceedingly  diflrefled. 

All  this  while  the  Rajah  Cheit  tiing  was  ihcef- 
fant  in  his  application  for  an  amicable  adjultment 
of  paft  differences.  He  complained  of  the  extre- 
mities to  which  he  was  driven,  and  perfifled  in 
protefling  his  abfolute  incapacity  to  reflrain  the 
fury  of  his  people;  The  very  morning  after  the 
affair  at  Ramnagur,  in  which  fo  many  of  our 
troops  were  deftroyed,  propofals  for  ah  accommo- 
dation were  offered.  But  Mr.  Haflings  feems  to 
have  obftinately  adhered  to  one  inflexible  plan  of 
unqualified  feverity.     H6  would '  iKit  even  coh- 
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defcendto  anfwer  theRajah's  letters,  fome  of  which 

procured  fo  little  attention,  that  he  neither  recolIeAs 

their  dates,  nor  the  time  of  their  delivery.  A  fuperci- 

iious  confcioufnefs  of  fuperioty ,  a  haughty  diflance, 

or  an  ominous  referve,  involved  the  whole  of  thefe 

violent  tranfadlions  into  fuch  perplexity  and  ob« 

fcurity,  as  are  not  accountable  on  the  common 

principles  of  human  condudl.     His  confident  and 

trealurer,  Cantoo  Bauboo,  was  however  permitted 

to  confer  on  the  ftate  of  affairs  with  Cheit  Sing's 

Vakeel,  or  envoy,  Mirza  Abdoola  Beg.     It  is  not 

very  eafy  to  affign  any  reafon  whatever  for  this 

permiilion,  as  the  conference  produced  no  efle^i, 

though   the  Rajah  not    only  exculpated    himfelf 

from  the  outrages  which  had  been  committed  ac 

the  palace,  imputing  the  whole  to  the  refident's 

fervant,  but  made  an  abfolute  furrender  of  all  he 

had,  and  offered  to  depend  entirely  on  the  gover^ 

nor's  generofity,  for  every  indulgence  to  which  he 

might  think  him  entitled.     Cheit  Sing  being  re** 

duced  to  the  neceflity  of  taking  up  arms  in  his  own 

defence,  it  was  an  obvious  ftept  in  the  progreis  of 

the  tragedy,  firft  to  pronounce  him  a  rebel,  and 

then  to  profcribe  him  a3  an  object  unworthy  of  all 

further  protection,  and  with  whom  it  was  no  longer 

competent  for  the  ftate  to  treat. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  govai[nor-gene'> 
ral  experienced  new  embarraffment  from  the  Vi^ 
zier's  determination  of  viliting  him  at  Chunar.  The 
dominions  of  Oude  at  this  moment  were  in  a  i^t« 
of  almoft  actual  rebellion.    The  oppreffioos  which 
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they  fufFered  from  the  influence  of  the  Company's 
fervants  were  become  altogether  intolerable.     In- 
deed, the  contagion   had  fpread  through  all  the 
neighbouring  countries,    but    efpecially    In  fuch 
places  as  were  under  the  immediate  influence  of 
the  Begums.    Thefe  princefles,  who  refided  at  Fy- 
zabad,  on  the  river  Dewa,  the  fecond  capital  of 
the  Vizier's  dominions,  were  faid  openly  to  efpoufe 
the  caufe  of  Cheit  Sing,  and  even  to  permit  their 
own  officers  to  join  in  attacking  the  Englifli.  The 
whole  provinces,  ftretching  towards  the  mountains, 
were  up  in  arms,  and  ready  to  riik  every  thing  for 
expelling  the  Englifli.     Colonel  Hannay,  with  two 
battalions  of  regular  fepoys,  was  ftationed  in  thefe 
parts.     And  fuch  was  the  popular  indignation  and 
refentment  againft  the  Englifli  intereft,    that  he 
was  repeatedly  attacked,  furrounded,  and  many  of 
his  troops  cut  to  pieces  ;   that  the  2emindars  in* 
fligated  their  dependents  to  outrage ;  and  that  it 
was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  Major  Hannay  was 
enabled  to  make  his  efcape.     In  the  mtdft  of  thefe 
difturbances,  and  while  the  neareft  and  moft  dif- 
tant  diftri6fe  of  his  territories  were  embroiled,  Af- 
foph  ul  Dowlah  came  to  pay  his  refpeAs  to  the  go- 
vernor-general.    It  was  difficult  to  treat  a  perfon 
of  fuch  diftin<5tion  as  a  friend,  at  the  fame  tious 
that  he  was  fufpedted  for  an  enemy.    And  the 
darkeft  deflgns  had  been  inflnuated  to  the  gover- 
nor-general as  the  efficient  caufe  of   this  jour- 
ney.     It   was  even    propofed,    that  the   perfbci 
of  th^  former  Aould  be  cfcorted^  during  the  in- 
terview. 
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4erview»  by  fuch  a  guard  as  might  operate  as  a  fuf^ 
ficient  check  againft  all  the  machinations  of  the 
latter.    The  prefence  of  the  Vizier  indeed  would 
bring  a  firefli  acceilion  of  credit  to  the  defperate  fi- 
ruation  of  the  Company's  affairs  in  the  revolted  pro- 
plnces.     His  troops,  though  a  rabble,  might  aHa 
tend  to  keep  the  country  in  awe,  and  divert  the 
enemy's  attention   and  operations.     But  the   go- 
vernor-general difliked  the  advantage  which   the 
Nabob  might  derive  from  that  circumftance.     Nor 
did  he  wifli  for  any  other  ailiftance  than  the  Com* 
pany's  troops,  to  fupprefs  a  rebellion  immediately 
againft  their  own  authority. 

It  was  under  thefe  apprehenfions  that  Governor 
Haftings  endeavoured,  by  letter,  to  difluade  the 
Nabob  from  the  vilit  he  intended,  and  that  he 
urged  his  return  to  his  own  capital,  promifing  to 
wait  upon  his  Excellency  there,  as  foon  as  the 
troubled  ftate  of  Benares  permitted.  The  Nabob, 
however,  perfifted  in  his  refolution  of  demonftrat- 
ing  his  zes^l  and  attachment.-  He  profecuted  his 
journey  with  an  ^expedition  proportionate  to  the  de-* 
licacy  of  Mr.  Haftings  in  diiTuading  him  from  it. 
Their  meeting  was  apparently  agreeable  to  both, 
and  the  greateft  cordiality  fubfifted  between  them 
during  the  whole  time  it  lafted. 

The  fpirit  of  infurreftion,  which  now  raged  fo 
fiercely  in  the  province  of  Benares,  effefVed  all  the 
frontier  countries  under  the  Company's  govern- 
ment, that  were  fituated  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Not  only  one  half  of  the  kbgdom  of  Oude  ftrug* 

gled 
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gled  to  fupprefs  the  £ngU(h  influence,  but  various 
dlfiri^ls  in  Bahar  were  alfo  very  ferioufly  embroiled. 
Men  were  every  where  openly  levied  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  infurgents.  The  Sarum  circar,  one  of 
the  largeft  divifions  of  that  province,  was  power-' 
fully  invaded  and  laid  dcfolate  by  Hutteh  Shaw,  i* 
chief  of  confiderable  confequence  in  ihefe  parts,- 
and  who  was  fupported  by  Cheit  Sing.  Indeed, 
the  whole  functions  of  government  were  for  the  pre*^ 
fcnt  fufpended.  The  fcramble  for  property,  and 
(even  exiftence,  became  general.  Anarchy  efta- 
Uifbed  all  her  horrors  on  a  momentary  annihilation- 
of  order.  In  fuch  a  fcene  of  hoftility,  all  intel« 
iigence  from  the  adjacent  countries  was  cut  off; 
and  the  governor-general,  fliut  up  in  the  fort  of 
Chunar,  knew  but  little  either  what  were  the  efFcAs 
of  his  orders,  the  fituation  of  the  forces,  or  the  fatd* 
of  his  meffengers. 

Cheit  Sing,  in  the  mean  time,  delineated  his 
fituation  to  the  furrounding  princes,  in  a  manifefto, 
which  for  juftnefs  of  conception  and  fimplicity  of 
language  would  not  have  difgraced  the  page  of  a 
Livy.  After  narrating  his  father's  condu(5l  and  hi& 
own  ;  regretting,  in  the  bitterefl  terms,  their  un** 
natural  partialities  for  ilrangers,  who  had  thus  re-* 
qui  ted  their  kindnefs  with  ingratitude  and  treachery; 
and  urging  them  to  unite  as  in  a  common  caufe, 
and  expel  or  exirpate  thofe  ufurpers,  whom  no  ac- 
quifitions  could  fatisfy  or  treaties  bind ;  he  gives  a 
contrail  of  the  country,  under  his  authority,  and 
that  of  the  Company.    It  is  a  pidure  which  hc-f 
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betrays  the  hand  of  a  mafter,  "  Look"  fays,  he  "  to 
my  deftrifts,  look  to  theirs.  The  different  afpe£ts 
they  exhibit  mark  the  limits  of  them  more  than 
•*  the  boundaries   prefcribed   by    nature   or  art. 
My  fields  are  cultivated,  my  towns  and  villages 
full  of  inhabitants,  my  country  is  a  garden,  and 
**  my  fubje6ts  are  happy.  The  principal  merchants 
in  India,  from  the  fecurity  of  my  government, 
rcfort  to  my  capital,  and  make  it   their   refi- 
**  dence.     It  is  the  bank  of  India,  and  contains 
"  the  treasures  of  the  Maratttos,  the  Jaits,    the 
**  Saiks,  the  native  and  the  European  nations.  It  Is 
'*  here  the  orphan  and  the  widov/  depofit  their  aU, 
^  and  find  a  certain  afylum  from  avarice  and  ra- 
pacity.   The  traveller  and  the  flranger,  from 
one  end  of  my  country  to  the  other,  lay  dowa 
their  burthens  and  fleep  in  fecurity.  In  the  Com- 
pany's provinces,  famine  and  mifery  ftalk  hand 
in  hand  through  uncultivated  fields  and  deferred 
villages.     There  you  meet  only  the  aged   and 
**  infirm,  who  are  unable  to  flee,  or  robbers  pre- 
pared to  feize  or  kill !  When  Englifhmen  pailed 
through  my  country,  every  kindnefs  was  ihewn 
them,  and  all  their  wants  fupplied.     The  very 
baggage  was  taken  from  the  backs  of  their  cool- 
lies,  and  carried  for  them  from  village  to  village. 
My  oflicers  every  where  attended,  to  accom- 
modate them  with  necefTaries  and  carriage  a^ 
**  my  expence,  and  perform  all  their  orders  as 
<*  they  were  my  own,     Afle  my  people,  if  any 
<'  of  them  met  with  fuch  treatment  in  the  countries 

**  under 


€€ 
€t 
€t 


€t 

€€ 

it 


TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA.      429 

'*  under  the  Company's  management.  Were  they 
'^  not  almoft  continually  robbed,  and  in  danger  <^ 
«  their  lives  ?" 

The  head  quarters  was  now  at  Chiuiar^  a  fort 
fituated  on  the  fouth  fhore  of  the  Ganges.  The 
enemy's  chief  ftrength  was  encamped  at  Pateetah, 
feven  miles  to  the  fouth  ward,  in  the  direct  way  to 
the  pafs  Suckroot,  and  the  ftrong  hold  of  Lutteef- 
pore.  Popham's  detachment  was  pofted  about  a 
mile  from  town,  between  the  fort  and  the  enemy. 

Lieutenant  Polhill,  who  arrived  on  the  27th  of 
Auguft,  with  fix  companies  of  fepoys  from  the 
Nabob  Vizier's  body  guard,  encamped  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  and  had  a  ikirmiih  with  a  ftrong 
party  of  the  enemy »•  at  Seeker,  a  town  and  fort 
which  lay  within  fight  of  Chunar.  Polhill  prevailed, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  grain,  much  wanted  by  our 
forces  at  that  time,  fell  into  their  hands.  Nor  were  the 
detachment  under  Blair,  whom  Popham  fent  to  fur* 
prife  the  camp  at  Pateetah,  leis  fuccefsful,  though 
their  victory  was  dearly  earned.  The  enemy's  camp 
was  in  h6t  abandoned,  but  they  were  drawn  up, 
and  waiting  the  attack  a  mile  l;)eyond  it,  in  a  man- 
ner moft  determined,  and  in  an  order  that  was  not 
expe<5tedl  The  fepoys  under  the  command  of  Blair, 
doubly  fortified  as  they  were  by  the  mechanifm  of 
difcipiine,  and  their  confidence  in  European  officers, 
met  with  a  reception  fo  vigorous  and  defperate,  that 
they  were  inflantly  broke  and  thrown  into  confufion. 
The  fpirited  attack  of  lieutenants  Fallon  and  Birrel, 
at  the  head  of  two  companies  of  grenadiers,  upon 

the 
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the  enemy's  cannon,  wag  what  faved  the  detach^ 
ment,  and  turned  Jtbe  fortune  of  the  day.  On  our 
fide,  however,  one  fourth  of  the  whole  were  killed 
and  wounded.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  an  advan- 
tage, and  contributed  to  reftore  that  credit  and 
^rlt  which  our  army  had  in  fome  degree  loft  by 
the  late  difafter  at  Ramnagur. 
*  About  a  week  after  this  a6lion.  Major  Crabbe 
appeared  on  the  (hore  oppoiite  to*  Chunar,  with 
two  regiments  of  fepoys,  two  companies  of  Euro- 
pean Infantry,  and  thirty  European  artillery  men, 
four  fix-pounders,  one  howitz,  tumbrils,  ammtni* 
tion,  draft  and  carriage  cattle,  and  every  other 
provifion  neceffary  for  immediate  fervice.  This 
detachment  had  been  fent  by  Colonel  Morgan,  to 
whom  the  governor-general  had  difpatched  feve- 
ral  ezprefles  for  this  purpofe,  but  which  Morgan's 
2eal  had  anticipated.  For  the  greater  expedition, 
they  had  proceeded  by  water  down  the  Ganges, 
though  much  retarded  on  their  courfe  to  Illahabad 
by  ftrong  adverfe  winds.  Here  the  major  difem- 
barked  both  men  and  ftores,  and  proceeded  the 
reft  of  the  way  by  land. 

It  was  on  the  following  day  [the  i  ithof  Sep- 
tember] that  Aflbph  ul  Dowlah,  Naboh^pizier  of 
Oude,  arrived  and  took  his  ftation  on  the  oppofite 
Ihore.  The  communication  between  him  and  Mr. 
Haftings  was  immediately  opened,  and  fubfifted 
for  fome  time  with  all  the  circunnftances  of  fupe- 
riority  on  the  one  fide,  and  degradation  on  the 
other,  which  ufually  diftinguifh  the  intcrcourfe  of 

a  chief 
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a  chief  and  his  vaifal.  Unfortunately,  the  iafluenc« 
vhich  the  governor-general  poiTefled  m  the  coua- 
cils  of  this  pufillanimous  prince  was  followed  by  a 
feries  of  the  mofi  dreadful  confequences  to  fome  of 
bis  neareft  relations. 

Ailbpfa  ul  Dowlah  had  taken  and  continued  la 
his  pay  a  certain  number  of  our  regular  troops, 
intruded  to  the  Britiih  refident  at  his  court  the 
entire  management  of  91II  his  afialrs,  fereign  and 
domefiic,  and  gradually  become,  efpecially  in  the 
adminiftration  of  his  revenues,  both  in  fubfiance 
and  Qffe&y  as  well  as  in  general  repute  and  eftima- 
tion,  a  mere  tributary  of  the  Company*  He  was, 
in  fa6l,  fo  materially  and  abfolutely  under  the 
control  of  their  fervants,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  native  powers,  the  honour  of  Great  Brixala 
ftood  ptedged  for  every  aft  of  his  government.  His 
Qiother  and  grand-mother'  were  left  by  his  fa« 
ther,  the  fon  of  the  one  and  huiband  of  the  other, 
in  truft  of  certain  treafures  in  money,  fome  vahi* 
able  moveables,  and  feveral  landed  eftates,  for 
fupporting  their  own  dignity,  and  the  honourable 
maintenance  of  two  thoufand  perfons — his  wonoen, 
a  numerous  o&pring  and  their  dependents.  The 
Nabob,  on  finding  himfelf  in  deep  arrears  to  Iu9 
new  mafters,  was  inftigated  by  the  creatures,  ia 
whofe  cuftody  they  had  placed  him,  to  extort,  un« 
der  a  variety  of  pretexts, ,  feveral  large  fums  from 
l^is  aged  parents,  amounting  in  all  to  fix  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  They  would  not^ 
however^  pay  thei  la^  of  thefe  fums,  but  on  cer^ 
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taia  terms.  To  fecura  the  fcanty  remains  of  what 
had  been  folemnly  bequeathed  to  them  by  the  w'^U 
of  the  late  Vizier,  that  his  fon,  on  no  account 
whatever,  Ihould  moleft  them  by  any  further  claims, 
and  well  knowing  whence  all  his  former  ezaAions 
and  feverities  originated,  they  demanded  that  this 
£imily  compact  ihould  be  guaranteed  by  the  go* 
remor  and  council^generaL  A  treaty  of  this  kifid, 
invol\nng  thefe  conditions,  was  accordingly  ex- 
ecuted with  every  poflible  formality,  between  the 
Nabob  and  his  parents,  and  guaranteed  by  the 
Britifli  refident  at  Oude,  under  the  authority,  and 
with  the  ezprefs  confent  of  the  fupreme  govern* 
mcnt. 

Notwithftanding  a  covenant  thus  folemnly  rati-' 
fied,  the  facred  inheritance  of  thefe  venerable 
perfbnages  was  ultimately  alienated  to  gratify  the 
rapacity  of  our  countrymen.  It  was  at  Chunar, 
and  during,  this  vifit  of  the  Nabob  to  Mr.  Haft- 
ings,  that  a  fecret  treaty  took  place  between  them, 
which  produced  all  thofe  infamous  tranfa6tions,  to 
which  the  fubfequent  difhonours  of  the  royal  family 
of  Oude  were  owing.  In  this  myfterious  negocia- 
tion,  the  Nabob  was  authorifed  and  Simulated  to 
confifcate,  for  his  own  convenience,  the  patrimo- 
nial inheritance  of  his  kindred,  the  very  lands 
allotted  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  parents.  The 
only  equivalent  allowed  the  perfons,  thus  robbed  of 
their  all,  was  a  penfion,  amounting  only  to  the  net 
rent  of  their  refpeftive  property.  Nor  did  even 
this  indulgence  extend  beyond  the  few  for  whom 

the 
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xiit  CdUkpwy  were  bound  in  the  late  treatjr*  No 
iecufity  wAs  ftipUlated  for  the  payment  of  the  pen** 
fioDs,  nor  any  compenfation  proirided  for  thofd 
Who  had  none*  The  miferable  pretext  for  this 
wanton  violation  of  faith  and  duty  was  a  right  in 
the  Nabob,  which,  according  to  the  Mahommedan 
Jaw,  gave  him  a  title,  as  it  was  aliedged,  to  what 
h^  thus  engaged  (o  feize  by  force.  A  claim 
which,  howfe'ver  equivocal,  the  governor-general 
•ftabiiflied,  in  dire6l  defiance  to  the  obligation  to 
which  the  Nabob  had  fo  recently  acceded  and 
a6ted  upon,  without  either  fubniitting  the  matter 
to  the  oonfideration  of  the  board,  or  apprifing  tha 
parties,  thus  perfonally  injured,  that  they  might 
fcave  retourfe  to  whatever  mode  of  redrefs  their 
belplefk  fituatlon  would  permit.  A  firitiih  magiftrate 
even  proitituted  the  facred  commiflion  of  fiis  Bri^ 
tamiic  Majefty,  by  fiooping  at  this  very  moment 
to  the  bafe  employment  of  an  informer,  in  colledling 
a  body  of  hear-fay  evidence  and  vague  report,  in 
an  ezra-judicial  capacity,  for  the  purpofe  of  cover-* 
ing  the  cruelties  that  were  preparing  as  implements 
of  extortion,  by  an  attempt  to  convert  two  aged 
women  of  engaging  in  a  plot  for  the  depofition  of 
thoit^on  and  fovereiga,  and  the  extirpation  of  the 
Englifli  nation. 

Some  feeble  ftrugglds  of  nature  in  the  breaft  of  tha 
Vizier  were  the  only  obftacles  which  oppofed  the 
execution  of  this  inhuman  proje(^.  But  the  gover- 
nor-general was  not  to  be  diverted  frdm  a  puifuit 
thus   adv^ntageoua^    by  the    iqueamiih   remon<» ' 

F  f  ftrances 
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firances  of  unavaUIog  fenfibillty.  The  relenting 
heart  of  afon,  againft  mvolving  the  authors  of  his 
being  in  immediate  want,  was  not  a  confideration 
to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  gratification  of 
revenge,  the  requifitions  of  avarice,  or  the  favage 
propenfities  of  a  defpot.  The  Nabob  propofed  to 
feize  the  treaiures  of  his  mother,  rather  than  be 
acceiTary  to  an  alienation  of  what  he  had  fo  lately 
and  iblemnly  engaged  to  preferve.  This  alterna- 
tive was  readily  adopted^  though  it  did  not  after- 
wards even  prevent  the  refumption  of  thofe  lands, 
in  lieu  of  whieh  it  was  offered.  The  outrages, 
perpetrated  in  accompliihing  thefe  ne&rious  ob- 
jects, implicated  fuch  an  excels  of  cruelty,  as  ne- 
ver has  been  furpafled  fince  the  days  of  Claudius 
Nero.  The  confidential  fervants  or  minifters  of 
thefe  illuftrious  females  were  feized,  imprifbned, 
and  treated  like  common  felons.  They  remained 
in  fetters  for  near  twelve  months,  and  owed  their 
releafe  at  laft  to  the  humanity  of  Mr.  Biiftow.  It 
fared  no  better  with  the  women  of  the  Zenana, 
though  they  had  been  left  to  Mr.  Haftings'  fpecial 
protedlion  by  the  dying  requeft  of  the  late  Vizier. 
They  were  fliut  up  in  the  palace  of  Fyzabad,  and 
guarded  by  a  number  of  regular  fepoys,  under  the 
command  of  an  £nglifli  officer.  After  undergoing 
incredible  hardihips  and  infults,  the  fubfidy  appro- 
propriated  for  their  fubfiftence  was  diminifhed. 
They  foon  became  in  want  of  common  necefiaiies. 
Preffed  by  hunger  ahd  defp^r,  they  bafEed  the  af- 
fiduicy  of  their  guards,  abandoned  their  apartments, 
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kod,  in  a  eoDdition  th^  moft  abjed  aod  degrading 
to  the  {bz  in  that  country,  burft  into  the  market 
place.  They  were  however  inftantly  remanded  to 
^  the  Haraniy  and  the  royal  offipring  of  Sujah  ul 
Dowkh,  the  fecond  prince  in  the  empire  of  Indof-^ 
tan,  were  a6h]ally  beat  with  bludgeons  by  a  relent- 
lefs  ibldiery  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Com^ 
pany.  Nor  will  it  be  eafy  to  account  for  the  tx^ 
quifite  diftrefs  to  which  two  thoufand  perfbns  were 
thus  reduced^  except  on  the  ihbcking  fuppofitlon^ 
that  a  ferious  defign  had  been  fomewhere  formed 
of  ftarving  them  to  death. 

Four,  regiments  and  one  battaUon  of  fepoys^ 
diree  European  companies,  one  of  grenadiers,  one 
light  infantry,  one  French  rangers,  fi:^  companies  of 
the  Nabob^s  body  guards,  and  thirty  artillery-men^ 
were  now  afTembled  under  the  command  of  Major 
Fopham.  Daily  reinforcements  wete  pouring  ia 
£rom  every  quarter,  and  a  force  was  inunediately 
muftered,  more  than  equal  to  any  army  which  the 
enemy  could  bring  agalnft  them*  The  Rajah's 
troops,  regular  and  irregular,  did  not  much  exceed 
ievea  thoufand  eifeAive  men*  A  prodigious  rab« 
ble,  faaftily  ai&mbled  by  various  chiefs  in  the  neigh^ 
bourhood,  increafed  the  number,  but  added  little 
to  the  ftrength  of  this  unwieldy  body.  The  Ra- 
jah hunfelf  feems  to  have  been  totally  unqualified 
for  war«  His  officers  were  equally  deflitute  of  a 
military  education,  his  foldiers  were  without  dif-« 
cipline,  aod  his  councils  we]:e  pufillanimous  and 
undecifive.  « 
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He  feemed  feofible,  however,  that  he  had  to  coo* 
tend  with  troops  greatly  fuperior  to  his  own^  and 
for.  that  reafan  was  inclined  to  negociate  rather 
than  to  fight*  And,  notwithftanding  ail  his  former 
attempts  had  utterly  proved  abortive,  he  renewed 
his  application  to  the  governor-general,  whom  he 
importuned  by  variety  of  letters,  written  in  a  ilile 
peculiarly  abje6l.    But  he  was  ftill  repuUedwith 
an  infolence,  in  proportion  as  he  difcovered  the 
mortification  which  it  was  natural  tp  feel  in  that 
'  flate  of  xlegradation  to  which  he  was  reduced. 
MnBarnet  and  Cantoo  Baboo,  his  prifoners,  in* 
terceded  for  him,  though  without  effed»    Ma- 
ny of  his   letters  were  it  feems  lofl  or  defiroy- 
ed ;  they  were  faid  to .  be  all  fubQantially  the 
fame,  and  only  replete  with  acknowledgments  of 
fubmiilion,  protefbitions  of  innocence,  and  flrong 
profcffions  of  fincerity  for  reconcilement     He  de- 
clared in  very  fol^mn  teraos  that  he  had  no  Aar^ 
in  the  maiTacre  at  the  palace ;  that  he  had  in  no 
inftance  been  the  aggrefK>r ;  that  all  his  fuffenngs 
were  on  his  part  unmerited  -,  and  that  he  was  fliU 
ready  to  prove  his  allegations ;  to  renew,  to  demon-* 
drate,  and  to  pre&rve  his  allegiance.     He  made 
no  fcruple  at  the  fame  time  of  avowing  the  nu- 
merous and  powerful  refources  on  which  he  pbced 
^  his  laft  dependence.    £amefl  as  he  evidently  Mras 
in  this  critical  correfpondence,  the  governor-gene-* 
^  ral  perievered  in  that  contumelious  filence,  which 
fo  habitually  chamd^ttses  the  arrogance   of  the 
firong  in  their  intercourfe  with  the  weak.^  He  was 
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folicltous  only  to  make  the  Rajah  fenfible  of  thear 
different  ficuations;  that  he  had  aiTumed  a  langaagd 
which  in  his  circumftances  was  rather  prefumptuous 
than  conciliating ;  and  that  he  did  not  yet  appear 
fufflciently  confcious  of  their  prefent  inequality. 

Haflings  now  found  himfelf  in  a  capacity  to  ac- 
complifli  every  objeft  he  had  in  view.  The  troops^ 
from  various  iuccefs  in  feveral  fleirmifhes  which  had 
lately  happened,  and  the  reinforcements  which 
were  inceilantly  increafing  their  number,  were  in 
high  fpirits.  The  officers  were  all  of  tried  bravery 
and  ikill  in  their  profefliion.  The  enemy  wera 
cootemptibie.  The  only  impediments  which  ieem- 
ed  infuperable,  were  the  ftrong  places,  which  in 
general  were  ftill  in  the  enemy's  pofleiSon.  Rammt- 
gur  was  however  fapnfed  by  a  ftratagem,  coii& 
ceived  and  carried  into  execution  by  the  treachery 
and  dexterity  of  a  native*  This  was  at  one  and 
the  fame  time  to  reduce  Pateetah,  and  fecuve  the 
pafs  of  Suckroot.  The  enterprize  at  both  places 
was  equally  fuccefsful.  The  Rajah  found  hiaofelf^ 
notwtthftanding  the  ftrength  of  the  fort  of  Lutteef«- 
pore,  where  he  was,  involved  in  circumftances  of  the 
mod  imminent  peribnal  danger.  The  pafs  of  Suck* 
root  was  barricaded  in  his  rear,  while  Popham,  at 
the  head  of  a  powerful  body  of  forces,  dofed  htm 
in  front.  Thus  befet,  his  only  fafecy  depended 
upon  flight ;  but  m  what  rbad  or  pafl^gts  Codd  he 
efcape  the  vigilance  of  an  enemy  who  had  already 
penetrated  the  inmoft  recefles  of  the  mountains ! 
fiacouiaged  however  by  a  few  of  his  moil  £uthful 
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and  Intrepid  adherents,  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  elude  his  purfuers,  and,  by  a  circuitom  fweep 
over  a  variety  of  hills  and  fwamps,  he  recovered 
the  road  fome  miles  beyond  Suckroot.  He  thea 
made  his  wsiy  tp  Bedjeygur,  with  all  the  cautioQ 
and  expedition  in  his  power.  His  misfbrtuqes, 
brought  in  this  manner  to  a  crilis,  eztingiilihed  in 
one  moment  all  that  rage  for  infurredlion,  which 
the  commencement  of  his  fufferings  had  opgaiioned 
and  ezcited«  Th^  unwieldy  multitude,  after  pil-r 
laging  the  defenceleis  inhabitants  of  Lutteefpore, 
difperfed  every  man  (o  his  own  home.  The  con* 
teft  was  at  an  end*  Further  exertions  were  deemed 
no  longer  neceflary  than  other  booty  and  more  ad-r 
vantages  were  expe^ed.  To  men  in  a  ftate  of 
vaiTalaget  and  adlng  only  from  intereft,  a  change 
of  mafters  can  be  of  little  importance, 

In  confequence  of  thefe  events,  the  country  im^ 
mediately  refumed  its  former  tranquillity.  The 
farmers,  the  ryots,  the  manufa^urers,  at\d  th^ 
mechanics,  returned  froni  war  and  plunder  to  the 
peacefiil  purfuits  of  humble  induftry.  Within' a 
few  hours  the  afpedl  of  the  fcene  in  the  towns, 
the  villages,  and  the  fields,  was  totally  changed. 
The  peafantry,  inftead  of  flocking  together  in 
groups,  plotting  enterprizes  of  revenge,  or  exert 
oiling  the  implements  of  deftruAion,  were  every 
where  difperfe4»  .^d  re-engRged  by  their  feveral 
occupations.  Led  on  by  no  chief  of  fyftem  or  con? 
du£t,  and  difappointed  by  his  cataftrophe,  who  of  all 
pthers  they  pt^ferredj  np  object  fufficiently  gener- 
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ral,  important,  or  interefting,  remained  to  ftlmu- 
late,  combine,  or  direct  their  efforts.     Thus  aban- 
doned by  the  deftiny  of  the  unfortunate  prince,  in 
whofe  behalf  they  abruptly  flew  to  arms,  they  now 
as  abruptly  threw  them  down,  and  with  one  con- 
fent  fuddenly  diilblved,  juft  as  an    arch  tumbles 
when  the  key-fione  is  removed,  or  a  machine  falls 
to  pieces  when  the  ipring  that  a^luates  it  is  de- 
ftroyed.     To  cherifh  thefe  welcome  fymptoms  of 
reviving  loyalty  and  fubmiffion,  the  governor-ge- 
neral iflued  a  proclamation,  offering  the  moft  liberal 
indemnity  to  all  who  ihould  tender  an  immediate 
obedience  to  the  Company's  authority.     The  only 
exceptions  to  the  benefit  of  this  general  pardon 
were  the   Rajah,   Sujan  Sing    his  brother,    and 
GoiTe  Gunge,  a  town  in  which  two  foldiers  had 
been  barbaroufly  murdered  during  the  troubles. 

The  Vizier  Nabob  having  come  to  a  final  under- 
llanding,  concerning  what  the   governor-general 
meant  his  future  condud  to  the  princefles  his  mo- 
ther and  grand-mother  fhould  be,  returned  to  his 
own  country,  where  the  fpirit  of  infurreftipn  con- 
tinued to  rage  with  unabating  violence.     The  na- 
tives, galled  by  the  two-fold  fervltude  to  which 
they  were  neceflarily  fubjefted,  from  the  double 
government  or  tyranny  under  which  they  groaned, 
relirtquilhing  their  charaderiflic  patience  and  ti- 
midity, and  provoked  by  an  inceffant  repetition 
of  frefh  infult,  were  every  where  in  a  ftate  of  re*- 
fiftence  and  defpair.  The  fwarms  of  revenue  officers 
who  fattened  on  every  diftri(ft  in  Oude,  with  the 
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avidity  of  famine,  and  the  cruelty  of  our  troops^ 
who  like  the  pefiilence  fpread  havock  and  deflruc- 
tion    wherever  they  were  ftationary,  had  by  tbU 
time  reduced  the  moft  flourilhing  provinces  in  In- 
dia to  a  defert.     In  every  village  the  bufineis  of 
exaction,  at  the   point  of  the  dagger,  had  beco 
daily  carried  on  for  years.     It  had  begun  with  tho 
ryot,  the    petty   earnings  of  whofe  indefetigab!^ 
toil  were  openly  violated  with  impunity.     It  ali* 
enated  the  ftores  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  bertUga 
of  the  great.     It  refpeded  not  the  privileges  of  re- 
ligion, the  diftindions  of  fcx,,  or  the  prefcripuoos 
of  rank.     The  prefent  meafures  of  the  Durbar 
were  even  in  avowed  defiance   to  the  will  of  a 
prince   whofe    memory   the    whole    kingdom  of 
Oude  ftill  regarded  with  the  fincereft  reverence. 
They  faw  the  fon  and  fucceflbrof  Sujah  ul  Dowlah^ 
.  funk  into  a  mere  inftrument  of  opprelBon  againft 
bis  own  parents  and  kindred,  in  the  hands  of  fo- 
reigners.    And  their  exertions  were  direfted  ra-t 
ther  againft  that  authority  which  overwfcelined  hixn 
than  his  own.     It  was  now,  however,  impoflzblo 
to  extricate  him  from  the  control  of  a  pp^cer  fo 
greatly  his  fuperior ;  and  his  dependence  on  iho 
Company  had  become  fo  abfolute,  that  he  coukj 
no  longer  aft  for  himfelf  without  afting  at  the  fame 
time  for  them.     The  commotions  therefore,  which 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  his  dominions,  fuppofed 
a  diftincftion,  which  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  avow, 
and  pointed  to  an  objeft,  which,  as  he  was  then 
circumftanced,  it  was  at  once  his  duty  and  his  in- 
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tereft  to  difclaim.  The  policy  under  whtdi  he 
zA^  was  on  that  account  to  haften  home»  that 
the  reviving  profperity  of  the.  Company's  affati* 
in  the  adjacent  countries,  co-operating  wi^b  his 
prefence,  might  have  its  full  effedt  in  facilitating 
the  re-eftabliihment  of  tranquillity,  mrherever  ^  dii^ 
pofition  to  rebel  had  appeared. 

The  governor-general,  having  gone  back  to  Be* 
lures,  was  neceflarily  occupied  for  fome  tiad  ii|^ 
^ttling  the  arrangements  of  a  new  government; 
The  next  lineal  heir  of  Bui  want  Sing>  Mehiparatn, 
fucceeded  to  the  Rajahlhip.  He  was  a  grandfoa 
of  that  popular  chiefs  by  a  daughter  married  to 
Doorgbijey  Sing,  ftill  under  age,  and  his  pareott 
both  alive.  His  father,  under  the  title  qi  Natb, 
was  intrufted  with  the  fole  manageaent  of  the 
public  aifairs.  The  tribute  of  the  zemtadary  to 
the  Company  was  more  than  doubled,  two  hun* 
dred  thou&nd  a  year  clear  gain,  befides  much 
booty,  having  accrued  to  the  treasury  of  bengal 
from  this  revolution. 

The  tide  of  fuccefs,  which  has  always  aed  emir 
nently  attended  our  a&irs  in  IndLa»  began  now  q^ 
fwell.  in  two  days  after  the  flight  of  the  Rajab» ' 
a  fbrong  detachment  of  fepoys^  under  the  command 
of  Major  Crawford,  arrived  in  the  camp  from 
Dinapore.  *  Colonel  Hannay,  who  had  been  n^ 
duced  on  the  northern  banks  of  the  Dewa  to  th^ 
greateil  difficulty,  had  received  the  maft  iea&n* 
able  and  effe^al  relief  from  the  addrefs  of  Major 
Naybr,    The  i»uk«tude  niho,  had  revolted  in  th«t 
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country  were  difperfed,  and  the  troubles  they  occa* 
fioiied  in  a  great  meafure  began  to  fubfide.  Futtek 
Shaw  was  at  the  iame  time  driven  out  of  the  Sanim 
ioircar^  where  he  had  maintained  for  Ibme  time  a 
fort  of  independence,  in  defiance  of  all  the  efforts 
of  government.  News  of  a  feparate  peace  and 
treaty  of  alliance  and  friendihip  having. been  con* 
eluded  between  Colonel  Muir  and  Sindia,  the 
great  Marratto  chief,  arriving  at  this  moment,  fen- 
£bly  heightened  the  pleafiire  fo  naturally  produced 
txy  a  fucceffion  of  fuch  fortunate  events. 

Popham,    coi^derably   ftrengthened  by   frefb 
troops,  in  high  fpirits  from  the  numerous  advan- 
tages his  forces  had  obtained  in  every  encounter 
with  the  enemy,  and  excited  by  the  profpeifi  of 
immence  booty,  advanced  with  the  army  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Rajah  to  Bedjeygur.     It  was  the  envied 
depofitary  of  his  father's  treafures,  his  own,  and 
thofe  of  his  family.     It  is  iituated  not  far  from  the 
frontiers,    about  fifty   miles  to  the  louth-eaft  of 
Chunar.    The  fort  is  on  the  top  of  a  folid  rock, 
which  rifes  in  a  perpendicular  direction  feven  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ad- 
joining countries.    Next  to  the  impregnable  fort  of 
Gualier,  it  was  univerfally  deemed  the  firongeft  in 
India  ^  but  the  ftrength  of  the  one  appeared  to 
Cheit  Sing  no  adequate  fecurity  againft  the  con- 
queror of  the  other.     He  therefore  abandoned  the 
fort  with   precipitation    on   Popham's   approach. 
Much  of  his  treafure  was  unavoidably  left  behind, 
with  his  women^  his  motheri  and  his  wife^  who  ftiH 
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xemained  in  Bedjeygur  with  no  contemptible  gar* 
rifon.  He  took  with  him,  however,  above  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  ca(h,  befides  jewels  ta 
an  immenfe  value ;  being,  as  was  alledged,  all 
that  the  elephants  and  camels,  in  his  immediate 
poiTciIion,  were  capable  of  carrying  away. 

In  this  manner,  and  in  direA  violation  of  all  the 
moft  iacred  engagements,  by  which  nations  and 
men  are  bound  together  or  united  in  reciprocal  ob"> 
ligation,  did  Mr.  Haftings  accompli(b  the  expul* 
fion  of  a  prince  poileiling  all  the  legal  authority  of 
bis  country,  ex^rcifing  all  the  rights,  and  performing 
9U  the  duties  of  its   internal  government ;    who 
coined  mon^y,  coll?£ted  the  revenues,  adminiftered 
juftice,  and  even  kept  up  a  military  force  for  hi^ 
own  defence*    He  was  fubjecft  to  the  governor- 
general  and   council,   only  on  certain  ftipidated 
terms,  and  on  the  fame  terms  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  their  government.     And  in  a  variety  of 
treaties,  as  authentic  and  explicit  ^s  the  ordinary 
forms  of  himian  tranfaAions  can  render  them,  the 
public  faith,  at  Mr-  Haftings'  own  immediate  in- 
ftance,  was  folemnly  pledged,  that  no  future  en- 
croachments whatever  Ihould,  under  the  Com- 
pany's authority,  be  made  on  his  rights.     Thefe 
feeble  barriers,  however,  were  foon  broke  down^ 
mrhen  the  wrath  of  a  defpot  was  to  be  indulged. 
The  Rajah,  from  the  accefs  of  his  attachment  to 
the  Company,  on  the  report  of  Mr,  Haftings'  re- 
^gnation,  and  the  acceiiion  of  a  new  gpvemor- 
|;^nepil  tp  th^t  important  ii(uation,  had  prema-- 
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turely  announced  his  {ulsh^ion  in  an  event,  which 
it  was  conceived  would  have  then  been  generally 
acceptable  in  India.  This  was  conftrued  into  an 
inftance  of  the  greateft  peribnal  difrefpeA  at  the 
time,  and  cberiihed  with  aflkluity  as  a  n)oft  hei- 
nous offence,  until  fuch  an  opportunity  might 
offer  as  it  could  be  refented  in  a  manner  the  moft 
confpicuous  and  effectual.  In  confequence  of  this 
petty  affront,  the  Rajah  was  profcribed,  and  the 
fanguinary  refolution  adopted  of  felling  the  Com- 
pany's fovereignty  of  Benares  to  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  or  difpoifeffing  the  Rajah  of  his  territo- 
ries, or  feiaing  his  forts,  and  plundering  them  of 
treafure  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thouland 
pounds.  And  fo  determined  was  he  in  the  work  of 
deftruAion  which  he  had  thus  projeAed,  that  he 
a6hially  rejected  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  tendered  by  the  Rajah  for  his  redemption, 
rather  than  the  extrenMties  he  meditated  fliould  nor 
be  literally  put  in  execution. 

Meafures  of  feverity,  adopted  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  fundamental  rules  of  jufKce  or  equity, 
are  generally  extended  in  the  accomplifhment,  ac- 
cording to  the  wild  and  lawlefs  principle  in  which 
they  originate.  Now  that  Cheit  Sing  had  relin- 
quifhed  all  further  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  the 
governor-general,  and  finally  abandoned  the  coun' 
try  of  Benares,  and  all  the  privileges  conneded 
with  the  government  of  it,  that  even  his  adherents 
began  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  pardon  oflfered  in 
the  late  proclamation^  and  the  turbulence  of  th« 
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infu^ents  was  for  the  moft  part  at  an  end,  ic  was 
natural  to  expeA  that  the  paifions  connected  with 
all  thefe  difturbances  would  have  fubiided,  in  pro-» 
ponion  as  the  caufes  that  produced  them  were  re- 
moved.  He  fent,  notwithftandiag,  a  bqdj  of 
troops  agaioft  the  caftle  of  Bedjeygur,  where  the 
mother  of  Cheit  Sing,  his  wife,  a  perfon  of  ami- 
able manners  and  fingular  worth,  and  all  the  other 
women  of  the  Rajah's  family,  and  that  of  his  fa« 
ther^  had  fixed  their  reiidence.  Without  attempt- 
log  to  prove,  and  only  pretending  that  whatever 
thefe  innocent  people  pofleiTed  was  the  property  of 
the  Rajah,  he  refolved  to  involve  them  in  the  fate 
of  Cheit  Sing,  to  treat  them  as  rebels,  and  without 
accufation  or  jury,  or  trial,  to  force  their  afylum^ 
and  confifcate  their  treafure.  The  orders  iflued  f<Mr 
this  purpofe  were  cruel* and  barbarous,  as  they 
were  peremptory  and  fpecific.  **  If  the  reports 
*.*  brought  to  me,*'  iays  he,  "  are  true,  your  re- 
**  je£ting  her  offers^  or  any  negociations  with 
^<  her,  would  foon  obtain  you  poiTefiion  of  the 
^*  fort  upon  your  own  terms.  I  apprehend  that 
^  (he  will  contrive  to  defraud  the  captors  of  a  con- 
*.*  fiderable  part  of  the  booty,  by  being  fuifered  to 
**  retire  without  examination.  I  ihould  be  very  fdrry 
€f  that  your  officers  and  foldiers  loft  any  part  of 
**.  the  reward  to  which  they  are  fo  well  entitled/* 
'  Notwithftanding  the  ardour  of  the  trpops  and 
the  ikill  of  the  officers,  the  difficulties  which  at« 
tended  the  fi.ge  of  Bedjeygur  protca<5led  it  nearly 
to  the  middle  of  November.    By  that  time  they 
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bad  proceeded  fo  far  by  fap,  that  a  mine  was  ready 
to  fpring,  which  they  hoped  would  enable  then 
to  ftorm  the  place.  The  mother  of  the  Rajah^ 
who  poilefled  the  entire  command  ^  was  confe-> 
quently  induced  to  furrender  the  fort  by  capitu* 
lation.  The  only  terms  which  in  thefe  circum-* 
fiances  (he  could  obtain  from  a  mercenary  power^ 
fiuihed  with  fuccefs  and  eager  after  treafure,  was, 
to  be .  allowed  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  effeds  ia 
the  fort,  to  tefide  in  the  country,  or  follow  her 
Ion,  as  0ie  might  incline,  and  in  either  cafe  to  b« 
ailbrded  entire  protedion. 

Even  thefe  terms,  hard  as  they  were,  and 
granted  with  a  harfhnefs  and  illiberality,  which 
even  the  laws  of  war  prohibit  among  civilized  na-* 
tions,  were  groflly  violated.  The  women,  who  re^ 
figned  themfelves  with  confidence  to  thofe  officers 
wbofe  faith  was  pledged  to  protect  them  from  inililt, 
were  yet  abandoned  to  the"  fe^rch  of  the  {oldiery, 
who  ufed  them  with  incivility  and  rudeneis,  and 
even  ftrtpt  them  of  their  necefTaries.  This  bruta- 
lity Was  at  leaft  obliquely  authorized  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Haftings  to  Popham,  where  he  hints  his 
^pprehenfion  that  thefe  unfortunate  women  might 
be  treated  with  an  improper  excefs  of  delicacy 
from  the  gallantry  of  brave  men.  How  deteflable 
muft  that  government  be,  in  which  the  fofter  ties 
of  nature  h^ve  no  protection ;  where  the  common 
viAims  qf  cruelty  are  the  innocent,  the  fair,  and 
the  defencelefs  ^  and  where  all  thofe  tender  confi- 
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derations  whicli  have  been  refpeded  in  all  focie* 
ties,  and  by  all^  the  heroes  in  the  world,  are  in^ 
iult)ed,  and  without  tfkA  I 

Thus  were  our  forces  in  full  poiTeifion  of  all 
thofe  riches,  which  had  been  fo  long  an  object  of 
the  ftrongefi  folicitude  to  the  governor-general. 
Thefe  however,  inftead  of  converting  to  the  pur^ 
poles  of  public  utility,  or  applybg  to  the  urgent 
aecefluies  of  the  ftate,  he  was  anxious^to  appropriate 
reward  for  thofe  military  exertions,  by  which  his 
perfbnal  refentments  had  been  fo  abundantly  gra- 
tified. His  letter  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
during  the  fiege,  was  conftrued  by  the  officers  on 
the  fpot  as  fufHciently  authenticating  this  di4>ofi-' 
tion  of  the  fpoiL  It  was  perhaps  not  unnatural  to- 
prefer  on  this  occafion  the  defire  of  the  troops  to 
the  exigence  of  the  Company,  in  confequence  of 
executing,  in  fuch  a  mafterly  manner,  a  plan  of 
operations  which  the  governor-general  had  fb  much 
at  heart.  The  officers,  aware  however  that  even  his 
authority,  circumfianced  as  he  now  was,  might 
not  ultimately  realize  their  expectations,  unani^ 
moufly  refolved  to  diftribute  on  the  fpot  the  fpoil 
which  fell  into  their  hands.  And  this  refblution, 
which  put  the  mon^y  in  their  pockets  beyond  the 
poffibility  of  a  reimburfement,  they  literally  exe- 
cuted the  fecond  day  after  the  capture  of  the  fort. 
The  treafure  in  ca(h,  which  was  then  aflually  feized, 
amounted  to  twenty-five  lacks.  Great  quantities 
of  the  richeft  merchandize!  ruV^^s^  diamonds,  erne* 

raids, 
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ralds^   knd  other  precious  fiones,  to  an  ittometdt 
Valuo^  were  ac  the  fame  time  fecured.* 

The  council  were  faj?  from  acquiefcing  in  thid 
dlftribution  of  the  Rajah's  treafure.  It  was  repugn 
fiant  to  their  ezpe^ations,  and  indeed  to  the  or^ 
ders  of  their  fuperiors.  They  confequently  ar-^ 
cainged  it  as  a  meafure  which  might  be  followed 
by  the  worft  confequences^  The  refolutions  which 
they  pafled  on  the  fubje6l  firongly  marked  their 
diiIatbfa£tion.  Thefe  were,  that  the  governor^ 
general  had  not  either  formally  or  by  conftruc^ 
tion  difclaimed,  as  reprefentative  of  the  Companyi 
their  right  to  the  booty  found  in  the  fort  i  that 
the  temerity  of  the  officers  in  appropriating  it  was 
a  proof  that  they  did  not  confider  themfelves  fulB-* 
ciently  iecure  by  any  other  claim  $  that  the 
acquielcence  of  government  in  fuch  a  meafure 
might  eftabliih  a  dangerous  precedent  ^  and  that 
they  could  not  relinquiik  the  Company's  right, 
but  would  bring  the  queftion  to  a  legal  decifion. 
They  were,  however,  defirous  that  the  officers 
would  fubmit  the  whole   to  the  decifion  of  the 

•  The  dividend  which  took  place  in  the  army  of  this  booty, 
wliich  in  cafh  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  twelve  thoafand 
pCNinds  and  upwards,  was 

To  the  commander  in  chief  ■     '         £.  36750 

To  each  of  the  majors        ^  ■  5^19 

To  each  captain  an  item  more  than      ■  3000 

To  native  officers,  a  very  difproportionate  (hare 
To  each  fepoy  6 

-/T*  S.  Two  thirds  of  Ac  cafh  were  at  leaft  foppofcd  to  bedif« 
pofed  of  in  this  manner. 

board* 
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board.     In  that  cafe,  it  was  promifed  to  put   the 

moft  liberal  conftruftion  on  the  letter  of  the  go- 

vemor-^general,  which  they  had   urged  in   their 

own.  vindication.     It  was  at  the  fame  .time  recdm- 

mended  that  they  fhould  accommodate  the  treafury 

with  a. loan,  upon  th^  ufual  terms,  of  their  refpec- 

tive  (hares,  excepting  fo  much  as  they  would  de- 

clare  upon  the^r  honour  was  neceffary   to  fupply 

their  perfonal  wants.     They  were  required  to  give 

in  an^anfwer-  to  this  re.quilition  in  a  given  time, 

an(3^  formally  apprifed  that  a  failure  would  be  con- 

fidered  by  the  board  as  a  difobedience  of  orders, 

and  proceeded  upon  accordingly, 

,  .T^ius  ended  the-  memorable  tranfa^tions  of  the 

go^eincMT-general    at  Benares,  in   the  year  1781. 

TheJfe  feem  to  have -been  undertaken  at  the  infti- 

gation  of  his  jown  feelings,  which  he  conceived 

wouqded  beyond  forgiveoeft  by  .^th^  C9n4u(?   of 

this  unfortunate  prince,  aodpf  .^oje ^temerity  or 

inadvertence  he  took  this  fignal  vengeance,**  as  an 

-^^ample  %fV^  l]x^^  jS^h^X  ^t^^,  lati^h^d^ts  ,iitule.f 

t>'Cogipan^>^gQ^^^^  tfie  urgent  nc- 

ceflit^pjs  ^'|he  ftate;afe  Ip'be^admittea  as  an  apo- 

^^^\I^i^i^!^^Y^fi^\^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^  defpotlfm  are  ; 

feSSeM^y^yy*^^"^^^^  ^^"^y    away  the 

KCi^ft  BaJTt .  of  hisS  Jreafure,  and  the  remainder 

was  .jijainediately   converted,   by  the  army,   into 
booty. 
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CHAPTER      XII. 

Jppeartmce  of  a  French  Fleet  before  Madras^^Furfiud, 
and  fome  of  the  Convoy  caftured  by  Sir  Edward 
Hughes-^-PartialFight^TheEnemyhaultheirfVind 
and  are  out  of  Sight  in  the  Morfdng'^The  Sultan  and 
Magnanime,  from  England,  join  Sir  Edward^^A 
bloody  ASlion  on  the  Qoa/i  of  Ceylon^-^Confequences  of 
thefe  ASiom^^Abingdm* s  Succefs-^Peace  comludtd 
with  the  Mmrattos-^Hurricane — Famim-^Ope' 
rations  of  the  Army  on  the  Coaji  of  Aieddbar — Onore 
fiormtd — Hyder's  Death-^anara  invaded-^Dif- 
contents  in  the  Army — Mangalore^^Panic  in  Qm-' 
dapore — General  Matthews  cafiiulates^^Fate  ef  the 
General  and  Officers — 7he  French  Auxiliaries  refine 
to  fight  again/l  the  Englifh-^^r  Eyre  Coote  dies  at 
Madras — Succejfes  in  the  Goiwbateur  Cefioiry — Lafi 
Naval  ASion  between  the  French  and  EngUJh  Fleets 
^^JCeJfation  of  Ho/lilities^ 

\^H  I L  £  Mir.  Haftings  exerted  the  power  of 
the  Compainy  in  crufliing  fome  of  their  moft  valua- 
ble dependents  in  the  extremities  of  Bengal,  the 
French  meditated  an  utter  extin^ion  of  their  inte-* 
reft  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  When  Admiral  Sir 
£dward  Hughes^  after  taking  Trincomale,  arrived 
in  the  Madras  Road,  he  was  informed  by  Lord 
Macartney,  the  governor,  thai  a  French  fleet, 
unting  to  thirty  fail  in  all,  had  appeared  on 
coaft,  captured  feveral  (hips,  and  were  then 
fed  not  above  twenty  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward. 
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ward*  Our  fquadron  confifted  only  of  fix  fall  of 
the  line,  and  had  been  ib  long  at  fea,  that  the 
ihips  were  neceflarily  much  out  of  repair*  Their 
crews  were  debilitated  by  fickneis,  and  they  re* 
^uired  large  fupplies  of  freih  provifions.  In  this 
condition^  and  expofed  in  the  open  road  to  the  at« 
tack  of  an  enemy  £>  greatly  fuperior,  the  admiral'is 
£tuation  was  pecuKary  criticaL  He  was,  howerer. 
fortunately  reinforced^  on  the  day  following  fiich 
alarming  intelligence,  by  the  arrival  of  Captain 
Alms,  in  the  Monmouth  of  64,  accompanied  by 
the  Hero  of  74,  and  the  Ifis  of  50  guns. 

Every  tSiifpatch  was  adopted  and  no  time  loft  for 
irefidering  the  !fieet,  in  fome  meafure,  fit  for  ijStxsA 
Service,  or  in  a  ftate  of  preparation  to  meet  the 
cAemy.  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  with  his  ufual  attention 
and  alacrity,  fupplied  the  ihips  with  three  hundred 
officers  and  men.  But  notwithftanding  this  exp^ 
didon,  before  the  equipment  was  complete,  the 
French  fleet,  confifting  of  twelve  fail  of  the  line, 
including  the  Englifh  Hannibal,  and  another  fifty- 
gun-fliip,  fix  frigates,  eight  large  tranfports,  and 
file  captured  vefi!els,  appeared  fuddenly  in  offing  on 
the  fifteenth  of  February.  M.  de  SuiTrein,  who 
lutd  fucceeded  to  the  command  on  the  death  of  M« 
de  Orves,  not  knowing  till  now  the  accei&on  of 
firength  which  the  Engliih  fieet  had  juft  received, 
and  finding  he  had  nine  inftead  of  five  ihips,  which 
he  expede^  to  encounter,  abandoned  his  intentipa 
of  attack ;  and  fuddenly  weighing  anchor,  alxiut 
four  in  the  afternoon^  flood  off  n>  the  foutfiwarcf* 

Ggz  Apuc^ 
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A  purfuit  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  inAaatly  took 
place,  which  continued  all  night.  It  was  obferved^ 
about  day-break,  that  the. enemy  were  now  in  fe- 
paxa.te  directions,   their  twelve  line  of  battle  ihips, 
with  the  frigate,  bearing  eaft  of  the  Britifh  fleet, 
and  about   four  leagues  diftant,  while  the  other 
frigates  with  the  tranfports,  not  more  than  three 
leagues  a-head,  made  dire<9:ly   for  Pondicherry. 
,rhe  only  infallible  mode  of  bringing  on  an  aCtion 
'in  thefe  ciroumiibLnces,  was  to  throw  out  the  fig^al 
j[oT  z  general  chafe  to  the  fouth-weft,  as  the  Freach 
admiral  would  undoubtedly  endeavour  to  refcue  his 
.convoy,  and  no  fuperiority  of  number  and  force 
could  deter  Sir  Edward  from  appealing  to  this  iSu%. 
Our  fleet  foon  captured  fix  veiTel^  five  of  which 
.  were  £ngli(h  prizes;  newly  taken,  with  their  crevf$ 
on  board.    The  fizth  ivas  the  Laurifbn,  a  trapf- 
port  of  1300  tons  burthen.    Its  cargo* compiled  of 
a  fine  train  of  artillery,  intended  as  a  jpreCent  to 
Hyder;  a  large  (quantity  of  gunpowder  -,  a  conoiplefe 
aflfortment  of  othqr  military  ftores  j  a  number  of 
land  officers,  and  three  hundred  fokliers,  from  the 
regiment  of  Laufanye.     The  great  difadvantage 
under  which  the  fleet  laboured,  for  want  of  fri- 
gates,  was  now  feverely  felt.    A  few  of  thefe  muft 
have  fecured  the  whole  of  this  valuable  convoy ; 
pioft  of  which,  on  that  account,  were  abandoned 
in  the  very  moment,  -almbft,   of  being  captured. 
For  the  French  fleet,  anxious-to  defeaf  the  fuccefs         I 
of'  fo  mafterly  a  manoeuvre,  inftantly  bore  <k)wn 
for  .  the    prefervatioii    of   their   convoy.      This 

obliged 


(ybligei'Oitf   adimral  to  reczX  h\i  Ibips,  to  order 
the  prizes  which   had   been   taken  fer  Negapa^ 
tarn,  land  to  make  head  with  all  the  expeditioi^' 
poffible   againft    the   enemy.  '   Unequal   adverfe 
winds  and  hazy  weather  kept  the  hoftile  fleets  apar6 
forfome  time,  and  put  the  nautic.al  fcience  and' 
acuteaefs  of  both  commanders  fufiiclenily  to  the 
trial.     The  wind,  ^  irregular  and  uncertain   as  It 
&emed,  ftiU  bl^  In  favour  of  the  enemy ;  and 
notwithfianding  all  the  fkill,  experience  and  afti-^ 
vity  of  Sir  Edward;  he  was  at- laft' forced  into 
adion  on  very  difadvanfageous  terins.     Wayward 
as  thefe  cin:umftanc6s  were,  he   r^folutely  threw 
out  the  fignal  to  form  the  line   of  battle  a -head. 
Eight  of  the. enemy's  beft  (hips  Were  confequently 
enabled  to  dire<fl  their  whole  att&ck  on  five  of  the 
Englilh,  of  which  the  Ms  of  fifty  guns  was  one.  Four 
of  our  ableft  fliips,  the  Eagle,  MoWltiotith,  Wor- 
cefter,  and  Burford,  under  the  moft  aj^proVed  com-' 
manders,  were  idle  fpe<ftatbrs  in  th6  van,  without 
a  poflibility  of  aiFording  thc'leaft  afliftance.     The 
Superbe  of  fevdnry-fdur  guns^  in  which*  Sir  Edward 
was,  formed  the  central  ihip.  ^  The  Hero,  of  the 
lame  iorce,  commanded  by  Captdin  Wood  j   the' 
Ms,  Lumley  ;  theMonarca,  Gill,  of  fixty-eight; 
and  Exeter  of  fixty-four  ;  the  latter  Commanded  bjr* 
Commodore  King  and  Captkin  Reyndlds;  were  the 
four  below.    The  Exeter  being  the  flemmoft,  and 
a  bad  failor,  was  confiderably  feparated  from  her 
fecond  a-h^d.   Three  of  the  enemy  iftftantly  bore 
down  upon  ber^  and  commenced' a  furious*  attack.  ' 

'  •  G  g  3  1'^^ 
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The  admiraU  ta  the  Superbe^  was,  at  the  laiii& 
time,  befet  with  equal  vehemeiice  aad  force.  Th^e 
were  the  two  ihips  which  the  enemy  feemed  chiefly 
iotent  to  difable.  But  after  fuftaining  thefe  fevero 
Uttacks  for  two  hours,  and  not  a  little  cripfded,  a 
fquall  of  wind  accidentally  blowing  frelh  in  their 
favour,  it  became  their  turn  to  make  the  attack. 
The  a^ton  was  confequently  returned  with  fuch 
vigolkr  and  effeA,  that  in  twenty*five  minutes,  and 
jijft  as  it  began  to  grow  dark,  the  French  (hips 
within  their  reach^  having  fofibred  much  damage, 
fliddenly  hauled  their  wind,  and  the  whole  iqua^ 
dron  ftood  off  to  the  north-ealL  The  two  (hips  in 
our  fleet,  which  ftood  the  brunt  of  the  adion,  were 
almoft  reduced  to  a  wreck*  A  conftant  and  piodi-' 
gious  fire  had  been  poured  in  upon  both,  ftpm  all 
dire£tions,  during  the  whole  aAion*  Captain 
Stephens  in  the  Superbe,  and  Captain  Reylands  ia 
the  Exeter,  two  officers  of  diftinguiiked  merit, 
were  killed.  We  loft  thirty-two  men,  and  mnety* 
five  were  wounded.  Thirty  of  the  former,  and 
eighty-feven  of  the  latter,  were  in  the  Superbe,  the 
Exetcfr,  aad  the  Hero*  The  fitualion  of  the  £x<* 
eter,  while  the  bloody  conflict  continued,  was 
awful  and  peribus  in  the  extreme^  Every  frefh 
broadiide  was  eirpedted  to  decide  her  &te#  The 
thunder  of  the  enemy,  from  three  fhips  of  the  line 
clofing  round  her,  and  taking  a  fieady  aim,  as  at  a 
dead  mark,  was  ihceilant  and  tremendous.  The  cool 
intrepidity  and  compofure  of  the  commodore,  in 
the  midft  of  a  fcene  thus  dreadful,  was  fingularl/ 

com« 
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commanding  and  exemplary.  While  the  fight 
raged  with  increaiing  fury,  he  was  almoft  blinded 
by  the  blood  and  mangled  brains  of  Captain  Rey-  . 
iands,  which  were  daihed  over  him  by  a  cannon 
ball.  The  mafter  came  to  him  foon  after,  and 
afked  what  he  ihould  do  with  a  (hip  which  already 
was  in  the  moft  fhattered  condition, .  as  two  of 
the  enemy  were  already  bearing  down  upon  her. 
"  There  is  nothing  to  be  done,"  faid  he,  coolly, 
*'  but  to  fight  her  till  flie  finks," 

Such  was  the  fituation  to  which  the  Superbe  and 
the  J^jceter  had  been  reduced  by  this  encounter, 
that  it  was  deemed  necefiary  to  proceed  to  Trinco- 
fliale^  where  only  that  damage  could  be  repaired. 
This  bufinefs,  however,  was   cflfeif\ed  lb  expedi- ' 
tioufly,  that  the  fquadron  appeared  before  Madras 
by  the  middle   of  March,  without  having  either 
heard  or  feen  the  enemy.     The  admiral  was  re- 
turning to  Trincomale,  with  a    reinforcement  of 
troops,  and  a  fupply  of  ftores  for  that  garrifon, 
when  he  was  joined  by  the  Sultan  and  Magnanime 
ihips  of  war,  of  feventy  four-guns  each,  from  £ng« 
land.  Though  the  crews  inboth  thefe  ihips  were  fick- 
ly  and  fcorbutic,  anxious  to  receive  and  cover  the 
convoy  with  troops  and  ftores  from  home,  he  per- 
fevered  in  his  courfe  with  an  intention  of  neither 
feeking  nor  ihunning  the  enemy.     I'he  French, 
however,  knowing  of  the  convoy,  and  wlfliing  to 
out  it  off,  or  prevent  the  jun<^ion,  appeared  alfo 
in  the  north-eaft  quarter,  and  tQ  leeward  of  the 
Engltih,  on  the  eighth  of  April.    Both  fleets  coh* 
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tinued  ia  this  relative  poiitloa  during  that  ami  the 
three  following  days ;  but  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
having  reached  the  coaft  of  Ceylon,  about  fifteen 
leagues  to  w'uidward  of  Trincomale,  bore  away 
direftly  for  that  place.  This  was  unfortunate  for 
the  EngUfli  fleet,  as  the  enemy  gained  the  wind  in 
the  night,  which  enabled  them  to  bear  down  upon 
our  rear  in  the  morning.  Sir  Edward  inftnediately 
made  a  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle  a-head^  on 
the  flarboard  tack,  two  cables  afunder,  while. the 
enemy  were  within  fix  miles,  and  the  wind  inahe 
fame  quarter,  with  time,  place,  and  circumftances 
all  in  their  favour.  Our  (hips  were  cramped  by  a 
lee-fliore,  a  fuperior  enemy,  and  an  adverfe  wind. 
Three  hours  were  fpent  in  manoeuvring,  Five 
fail,  v^^hich  compofed  the  enemy's  van,  flretched 
forward  to  engage  that  of  the  Englilh,  while  the 
admiral,  with  other  feven  fhips  of  the  line,  bore 
down  upon  the  Superbe,  and  her  two  feconds,  the 
Monmouth  and  Monarca.  Two  feventy-four-gu|i 
fhips  ruilied  within  piftoltfhot  of  the  Superbe,  at^4 
engaged  hex  with  fo  much  fiercenefs  and  execution, 
that  the  general  opinion  wa?,  tkey  meant  to  have 
boarded  and  carried  her  by,  a  coup-de-main.  This 
furious  onfet  lafted  about  ten  minutes,  when  the 
French  admiral,  having  received'  fo  much  da- 
mage from  the  deluge  of  fire  rebrned  by  the  Su- 
perbe, made  room  for  the  ftiips  which  caxpe  to 
fupply  his  place,  and  flood  on  the.  tack  of  thp 
Monmouth,  which  was  already  ecjuallj  engaged* 
ThQ  battle  raged  with  inconceivable  fiercenefs, 

^  -  par- 
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particularly  ia  the  .center,  where  the  Englifh- admi- 
ral refifted,  with  the  charaifleriftic  firmnefs  and  in^ 
trepidity  of  a  Briti(h  feaman,  fuperior  number  and 
force.  The  Monmouth  at  laft,  about  three  o'clock^ 
having  fufiained,  with  unparalleled  fortitude^  the 
united  fire,  and  attack  of  two  iliips^  the  <Mie  of 
equal  and  the  other  of  fuperior  meial,  befides  the 
paifing  fire  of  a  third,  iirfl  loft  her  mizen,  and  thea 
her  main-mail/.  She  accordidgly/fell  out  of  the  lin^ 
to  leeward.  The  enemy  made  a  defperate  eifott 
ro  carry  her  off,  but  were  driven  back  by  the  pro** 
.digious  fire  of.  the.i>lonarca  and  the ;Sislta0*-  .Our 
admiral  ^'zs  dtfappoiated  in  expedtisg.  thc^  wind,  as 
ufual,  to  change  in: the  afternoon ;  ?he;  was  there* 
;fore  obliged,  forty  minutes,  paft  three,  that  his 
(hips  might  not  be  entagjed.  by  the  ihore,  to  make* 
a  ^gxial  fQr  w^ariog  .4nd  hauling  ,  their  wind  in  a 
line  .of  battle  a-Ji^ad^  ai)d  fighting  the  enemy  durr 
iag  the  whole  evolution.  Both  fleets  feemed  equally 
folicitous ,  for  the  prefent.to  gain  aji^chor.  The 
French  admiral  had  been  early  obliged  to  ihijft  his 
flag  J  and  the  La  Fine,  of  -  forty  guns^.f^l  fy 
cloiely  on  board  the  Ifis,  that  ihe  ftruck  her 
colours  to  Captain  Lumley  -,  though,  from  the  dif-* 
abled  condition  of  that  Ihip  and  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  (he  efTeded  her  eicape.  Indeed  the 
condition  of  both  fleets  were  ^fo  nearly  the  fame, 
th^t  iimilar  apprehenfions  were  entertained  by  each 
of  ».  hefh  ^tack  in, the  morning..  The  French^ 
)iowet<^X^' b^td  tij[)t  foft  any  o£ 'their  lower  jxiafi$i 
'  which  w^  pf:gv«(M  advaittage  inirefitting ^  wlx^tcus 
i    -:•  the 
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tlfe  Monmouth  could  only  be  repaired  ia  a  good 
harbour,  and  with  new  mafts* 

The  two  admirals  watched  the  motions  of  each 
other  for  fome  days.  The  French  on  the  nine- 
teenth flood  out  to  fea,  and  made  a  feint,  as  if 
they  meant  an  immediate  attack  :  But,  perceiving 
the  fituation  of  the  Britiih  line,  they  mftantly  flood 
eaftward  by  the  wind,  and  before  evening  were 
quite  out  of  fight.  The  admiral,  having  refitted 
the  Monmouth  with  jury*mafts,  proceeded  the 
fourth  day  after  to  Trincomale,  where  the  iqua- 
dron  was  repaired  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  as 
their  fervtce  was  become  ftill  more  urgent  than 
ever.  Thus  ended  one  of  the  moft  fierce  and 
bloody  engagements  that  happened  during  the  war. 
The  daughter  of  men  in  the  Monmouth  was  equal 
to  the  havock  of  the  (hip :  No  lefs  than  forty-five 
were  killed,  and  a  hundred  and  vno  wounded-^ 
a  full  third  of  her  whole  crew  !  The  mafteriy  con* 
duA  of  Captain  Alms,  in  a  fituation  thus  critical, 
was  peculiarly  exemplary.  His  recolleftion  of  this 
brave  action  was  however  imbittered  by  the  lo(s 
of  his  Ion,  who,  having  been  made  a  lieutenant  ia 
the  admirars  (hip,  fell  the  fame  day,  in  a  noble 
emulation  of  his  father's  bravery.  The  French 
fleet  proceeded  immediately  to  Batakalo,  a  Dutch 
port  on  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  where  they  continued 
to  repair  and  equip  their  (battered  (hips  until  the 
nK>nth  of  June.  Their  lofs  of  men  was  rated  by 
themfelves  at  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  killed, 
and  three  hundred  and  fijEty-fbur  woimded^ 

Thefc 
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Theft  ereats,  vith.all  the  misfortooes  .that  at^v 
tended  them,  gaveajnoft  advantageous  iaqpreffion 
of  our  ftreogth  on  the -contiaeDt  of  Indiai    A  fuff 
ficient  naval  force  to  ccufli  e&doally  that  of  the^ 
EnglUh,  excepting  fome  artillery,  and  engineers^ 
was  probably  all  the  aid  expe£ied  or  defiled  by  Hy« 
der  Ally  from  the- French :  His  chief  folidtude  was' 
10  ahmhilate  ouv  lefouic^,  as  he  knew  every  things 
muft  then  be  at  his  own  dtfpolaL   He  muft  confe* 
queody  have  fiifEered  inconceivable  mortification  to 
lee  the  French,  with  ip  gr^at  an  apparent  fuperiority 
in  the  number  of  their  /(hips  and  aaen,  not  daring 
to  attack  the  Engliih,  but  evea  purfued  by  them  | 
a  coiiVDy  under  thm  proce£tioo:captirred  1  and,  with 
ev^ery  poffiUe  advantage,  e£k6Ving  only  a  drawn 
battle.  His  hopes'of  taking  Madras,  of  depofing 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  of  placing  Tippoo  Sultan 
ioxpoflbffionof  the  Camatic,  were  by'thefe  circum- 
ftances  rendered  as  remote  and  improbable  as  even 
The  blockade  of  Tellichery,  on  the  Malabar 
coofty  however,  ftill  continued,  and  the  ftrengtb 
ai»d  number  of  the  enemy  incmfed ;  but^  unequal 
to  a  regular  fiege,    were   content' with  clofely 
fiiutting  up  the  place,  and  depending  on  famine 
or  other  diftrefs  to  fupply  the  want  of  military  ftill. 
The  few  wgrks  they  erected  were  fortified  by  a 
camp  at  fome  diftance*    Major  i^bingdon,  having 
atdved  ixom  Bombay  with  a  confiderable  reinforce- 
ment of  troops,  determined  to  attempt  the  dif* 
lodganeiit  of  the  eoemy,  and  open  a  conmnintca^ 
tioQ  of  the  town  with  the  country.    His  move*r 
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ments  deceived  the  enemy  into  {iich  a  ftate  of  /e- 
curity  as  confiderably  facilitated  his  defigns.  Rar- 
ing drawn  fuch  part  of  the  garrifon  as  could  htj 
fpared,  without  notice^  into  iiisxamp,  he  forpriied: 
and  carried  their  fe.veral  pofts  before  day  on  the. 
morning  of  the  eighth  of  January  \^l^B2]•     Not, 
allowing  a  moment  for. the. enemy  to  recover  their 
Gonfuiiony  he  ftormed  th^ir  camp  as  foon  as  it  was. 
light)  and  completely  routed  them.     Sados  Cawn> 
their  commander,  retired  with  his.  family,  and  a 
chofen  party  of  bis  friends  -and  beft  ,troopsy  loco  a 
caftle  icooped  on  the  iide  of  a  hlU«  and  pofle&d 
of  no  other  walls  than  fuch  as  were  fornxed  of  the: 
living  rock*  Notwithftanding  a  vigorous  and  manty 
defence,  this  brave  man  and  his  party  were  tom« 
frpm  their  afylum,  thpugh  bQmt>rproof,  and  made : 
prifoaers.     TJiefe  .operations,  pjfodijced  confidera- 
ble  fpoil,   conliftii^g  of  artillery,  tnilitBry  ilores; 
and  feveral  elephant^.    The  town  was  relieved, 
ajPkd  the  coaft  for  feyeral  oules  on  both  fides  entirely 
cleared  pf  thie  pnemy.     Hyderls  pojiTeflioas  on  this 
cpaft  being  acqiiired  partly  by  conqueft  and  partly 
by  fraud,  th^  Nairs,  natiye  princes,  ainl  noViUty, 
who  had  fuftered  feveifely  in  a^n  inef{e<£tual  ftruggle 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  ancient  independence^ 
were  ftill  excjeedingly  dilkffe^led  to  hjis  govem-i 
ment..    He  was  confeqqentjy  much   vexed  and 
alarmed  at  our  fuccefs  in  tbefe  parts,^  wiuch  weed 
the  dearer  to  him  from  theii:  vicinity  to.st&o  tick 
kingdoms  of  Canara  a^^  ]Vf )^fore„  th^.great  fourcesl 
otbis  wealth  aod  pow^r.    ,'.':....: 

This 
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This  fevere  blow  was,  however,  foon  and  amply 
retaliated   on  the   fouthern  army,     ITiefe  troops, 
under  the  command  bf  Colonel  Braithwaite,  appear 
50  have  been  deftined  for  the  prote<3ion  of  Tan^ 
i?ore  and  the  neighbouring  provinces/    Sir  Eyre 
Cootehad,  early  in  the  year,   made  every  eifoft 
in  hi^  power  to  reprefs,  by  the  preferice  of  the  army 
"linder  his  command,  the  defigns  of  the  French-  and 
Hyder  Ally  on  the  fide  of '  Pondicherry.     But*  Kfe  « 
-was  utterly  incapable  of  fttch  a^  movement  by  thfe 
want  of^iraught  cattle  and  carriages.  -He  was  eHb 
detained,  in  fome  degpee,  lA  expeAlng  the  refult  Of 
an  application  which  he  had  made  to  the  go^emoii- 
^eneral  and  coixndil  of  Bengal,  for  re'ftoring  4ns 
•atithority  over  tbe^  fouthern  tfoopsl,  that  heJnfigHt 
.be  able  to  dire(^  their  eo-operation  iYvfuch  a  man^ 
net  as  would  equally  &cilkate  his  own^  and  coiin- 
-t^ra<^.ihe. movements  of  the  eitdmy;*    Braithwaife 
eacaanped  on  the  banks  of  the  CcAeiroon,  which 
-forms  the  northern  boundary- of  the  Tanjore  king^ 
dom..  His  forces  confifted  of -two  thousand  veteraii 
infantry,  twt)  hundred  a*id -fifty- cavaJry,  and  tfitf^ 
tecn  'field   pieces.     His  fituation'was  in  ah  opdn 
plain,,  which  mufi  have-  expofed  him  Exceedingly 
to  the  enemy's  catvalry ;  b\it  feverall^rge  ahd  deep. 
-rivers  which   lay  between  him  and  Hyder,  whb 
was  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  apparently  ftcur^ 
-  him  againfl  any  furprifil.     Tippoo  Saib,  appHfed 
of  ihefe  circumiUnces^   determiiiod   to  furmourit 
them,  and  cutx^ff.  this  detacl^medt  2l's  he  liadxiorte 
that  under  Baillie*    He.was  sU:coiinpanied  in  this 
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eftterpriae  by  NLoaC  Lally,    and  four  hikidltd 
^  French.    His  own  forces  were  twenty  thou&nd 
^ong»  one  half  of  whom  were  cavalry.    With  this 
fimnidable  army  and  twenty  pieces  of  caiiaon»  he 
i  iuddenly  furrounded  Braithwaite's  corps,   which 

could  not  be  fuppofed  in  any  degree  prepared  Co 
^  4  ffefift  a  force  fo  greatly  fuperior.     Th9  a^iod, 

W  notwlthftanding»  was  fierce  and  tremendoiML    It 

*  commenced  on  the  fifteenth^  and  was  not  decided 

4liU  the  eighteenth  of  February  [1782].  During 
Cwenty-fis  hours  of  thefe  three  days,  an  unie- 
suttted  fire  of  cannon  and  finall  arms  was  fup- 
forted  on  both  fides.  Neither  furprife  nor  danger 
were  attended  with  their  ufual  efieAs  on  this  g^- 
lant  party  or  their  leader.  Their  courage  and 
aAivity  never  once  forfook  them ;  and  he»  though 
leverely  wounded  and  bleeding  eiceifively^  woidd 
«not  withdraw,  from  the  fcene  for  a  moment.  At- 
tacked with  equal  vigour  from  all  fides,  he  ihiew 
his  detachment  into  a  hollow  iquare,  with  his  tlur- 
teen  field  pieces  interfperfed  in  its  fiu:es9  and  his 
Imall  body  of  cavalry  in  the  center,  that  he  oiight 
prefent  a  finoot  to  every  attack.  Thus  were  thejr 
eahibited  in  the  midft  <^a  hirge  fquare^  as  a  mark, 
to  which  the  immenfe  army  that  furrounded  them 
direded  an  inceflant  and  univerfal  fire«  It  was  m- 
tended  by  a  violent  cannonade  on  all  fides  to  make 
a  breach  in  fome  part  of  the  line,  and  then,  ruftiog 
impetuoufly  with  the  cavalry,  to  complete  the 
confijfian  that  ciicumftance  would  occafion.  But 
aU  the  vi^gour  and  addrels  of  the  exmny  were  inca- 
pable 


TRANSACTIONS  IN  INDIA.      463 

pable  of  making  any  impreifioQ  on  the  EnglUh 
fepoysj  who  withflood  fuch  exertions  in  the  afpe^t 
of  inevitable  deftru^on,  as  would  have  put  the 
conftancy  and  the  difcipline  of  the  beft  European 
troops  to  the  teft.  Not  valuing  the  number  of  lives 
he  inight  lacri^ce  to  the  fuccefs  of  an  enterprize  fb 
grateful  to  his  ambition,  and  expecting  his  cavalry 
to  break  in  at  Ibme  point  or  other,  Tippoo  led  them 
repeatedly  and  with  the  greateft  ardour  to  the 
charge.  They  advanced  with  fury,  but  received 
fuch  powerful  (bowers  of  grape  and  mufquetry 
ihot  as  deftroyed  them  by  fhoals.  The  Britiib 
cavalry  from  the  fquare,  (allying  at  that  moment, 
purfued  them  with  heavy  and  unrefifted  execution 
to  a  proper  diftance,  and  then  returned  to  their 
former  fiations.  On  the  third  day,  after  the  num- 
bers of  thefe  brav«  men  were  greatly  thinned,  the 
Airvivors  worn  down  with  wounds  and  fatigue,  and 
TiM>oo  Saib*s  intention  of  trampling  down  our  in-* 
fantry  was  fo  elTedually  defeated,  that  no  poffible 
means  could  bring  his  cavalry  to  the  refolution  of 
ever  making  one  charge  up  to  the  lines,  M. 
Lally,  at  the  head  of  his  four  hundred  Europeans, 
marched  with  fixed  bayonets  to  the  attack  of  that 
6de  which  was  moft  expofed,  or  feemed  the 
weakeft.  H^  was  fupported  by  feveral  battalions 
of  the  enemy's  beft  infantry,  and  flanked  by  pro- 
digious numbers^  of  cavaUy,  while  their  whole  ar- 
tillery poured  in  freih  columns  of  fire  upon  each 
of  the  other  three  faces,  which  •  at  the  fame  time 
were  refpedtively  menaced  with  dreadful  bodies  of 

horfe. 
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horfc,  prepared  to  rufti  in  upon  them  the  mojo^ent 
any  change  in  their  pofition  took  place.     Our  ex" 
haufted  fcpoys  in  tha't  front,  unable  to  repirffe  the 
vigorous  onfet  of  fuch  a  body  of  Europeans  coming 
frefli  into  action,  and  confident  of  fuccefs-  from  the 
vaft  army  that  fupported   them,   were   inftantly* 
broken,  and  the  carnage  that  enfued  by  the  fury 
and  rapidity  of  the  cavalry  was  exceffive.    Lstlly 
loft  hot  a  moment  in  putting  a  ftop  to  the  efi^on^ 
of  blood,   by  ifTuihg  orders  which   his  own  corps' 
readily  obeyed.     The  ferocity  of  the  natives  ren- 
dered them  lefs*  tradable,  five  of  whom  were  &id 
t6  have  fallen  by  his  own  -hand,  in  ah  attempt  to 
ireftrain  their  barbarous  impetuofity.     No  iboner. 
was  the  dreadful  flatighter  at  an  end,  than  he  pre- 
vailed  upon  Tippoo  Saib  to  intruft-  fairn  with  the 
charge  of  the  prifoners.     They  were  treated,  efpe- 
cially  the  officers  and  wounded,   with  a  generoftty 
which  is  the  infeparable  coinpanion  of  legidittate 
courage  j  and  his-  humanity  in  the  field  was  eveii 
lurpaiTed  by  his  kind  attentions  in  the  camp  to  the* 
men  whom  only  his  gallantry  could  fubdue.:  TAe 
beft  foldiers  and  the  bravefl  men  are  ever  the  inoft 
merciful.     In  this  cataftrophe,  we  lolt  many  an  ex-^ 
cellent  officers  and  of  the  whole  who  were  prefcffit, ' 
one  only  efcaped  without  a  wound.     They  loft* 
every  thing  but  th^r  honour,   and  were  defiinedto 
fuffer  the  miferiesof  a  long  and  cruel  imnrifonment' 
in  the  capital  of  My  fore.  -  ' 

All  the  countries  to  the  fouthward  were  now  laid- 
open  to  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  while  the  move- 
ments 
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fMots  of  the  Englifh  general  northward  were  not 
only  clofely  watched  by  Hyder's  main  army»  but 
eaeceedingly  impeded  for  want  of  much  neceflary 
militaxy  apparatus.  During  this  ftate  of  imbecility 
on  the  onefide,  and  vigorous  aAivity  on  the  other, 
the  firft  divifion  of  that  great  force,  which  under 
the  Marqds  de  BaSfy  was  intended  for  the  fubver* 
fion  of  the  £ngltfli  power  in  India,  were,  fome 
time  in  the  month  of  March,  disembarked  by 
Sufiein  at  Pondicherry,  Thefib  foon  ^Se^iing  a 
juofUon  with  a  coi^derable  body  of  Hyder's 
forces,  the  combined  army  marched  in  foil  con- 
fidence  to  bofiege  Cuddalore.  And  Captain  Hughes, 
the  commander,  found  himfelf  under  si  neceiiity  of 
capitulating  on  the  eighth  of  April.  Permacoil  fooa 
Aared  the  fame  fiaite,  and  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  under  the  diredtion  of  Hyder  in  perfon, 
fxiinted  their  march  towards  VandewaHi..  tt  was 
now  that  Sir  Byre  Codte  expeAed  to  have  met  tlM^ 
enemy  in  the  field.  His  movements  originated  in 
that  conyi£Kon  :  And  he  poflefied  himfelf,  without 
delay,  of  the  ftrongeft  pofition  he  tfould  fded,  for 
the  proteAion  of  fo  important  a  fortrefs.  Deceived 
in  this  condufion,  he  determined  to  feek  him  on 
his  own  ground,  not  fufpediag  it  poffible  that  the 
^emy,  thus  flrongly  reinforced,  could  fubmit  to 
)he  puiftiit  of  fo  inferior  an*  army*  Ici  this  opinioa 
liepuflied  on  two  days  march  10  Hyder's  camp, 
-who  was  not  however  to  be  furprifed  60m  the 
IbiAeft  adherence  to  that  wary  fyftem  he  had  now 
%dp|p(ed«    He  therefore  focused  his  reutat  to  a  poft 
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Ift  the  rtd  MUs,  ^wiach  he  wdl  kfaew  couU:  not  be  M« 
tacked  with  any  probability  of  ibcceis*  Hktte^ 
piiinst  were  nt '  the  feme  tiiae  dspofited  in  tte 
Itlong  ^  of  Arnee,  ftnd  the  genentl  T:oiiceived  a 
tfiovement  towards  that  place  might  tempt  the  tnc* 
my  to  itoliilquiifa  his  cautioa  for  the  lafi^  of  Ids 
9ort^  Ulis  fchemey  oa  a  confiiltatioift  wilk  the 
officers  of  theiarM&yi  was  approrisd '  and  adopted. 
The  ariAy  wsrched  fdr  Arnee,  and  encamped  with« 
in  five  BNiies'ctf'  it.  Hyder  ruflied  fiom  the  hifis 
Kke  a  torrent,  to  irefcue  a  place  which  coDtaioed 
rke  means  ojf  torirying  on  the:  war.  TUs  fnioUea 
irmption  of'  die  ^menty  codomenced  befere  tair 
troops  coidd  reacli  their  deftiaafSon  -,  and  it  thcaa 
became  a  cjaeftion,  whether  they  flxwlf  ptooe&A^ 
or  prefer  another  dire^on,  and  %ht  the  eDOny^m 
their  way.  The  fohtiet  fbemed  tlie  liioft  ^g^ble 
mode  for  bringing  on  an^a£Hon.  Much"  as  idle 
tneans  of  inlof mation  Were  iikipeded^ .  tiie  rapid 
movements  of  Hyder^s  cavalry,  w)io  in  various 
bodies  oc<!upied  all  the  futrounding  groimdsy  fpd* 
loping  to  and  fro  in  evdry  dire^on,  a  diftant  ean^ 
honade  in  tiieir  reat  ahttounced  the  enemy's  ap- 
proach as  the  van  o/  our  army  hod  reached  Axaecu 
Our^troops  poilfailed  a  low  fifulition.  The  eneiay 
felzed  all  the  high  oircumjacent  grounds.  Tliis 
circjumftance  expofed  the  £ngtifh  to  great  iiioesi>- 
ventence  in  forniiing.  The  genMil  iioiMver  dt^ 
played  his  uftial  ability  in  inaklng  itidi  difpofiiiMs 
as  remedied  every  defeift  In  the-pofiilM  of  i^  mnjv 
and  tended  to  bring  tbe^  emetny.to  a  clofe  and  de** 
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^ifirt  a^oo.  It  was  nl)9n  before  :he  rechiced  their 
TSfiouB  'attacks  to  iuch  a  pcMnt,  as  the^  whole  of 
Mb  force  couki  bear  upon  thexo  with  eSt&.  He 
tfaeii  advanced  with  an  ardour  which  routed  the 
\'y  in  every  quarter.  The  purfuit  continued 
I'aight.  The  advantages  of  this  vi^ory,  like 
tlkife  of  others,  were  Otfce-  more  loft  for  want  of 
cavalry.  Some  fubfequent  attempts  were  made 
to  biing  Hyder  to  meet  our  troops  iii  the  field, 
id  rhis  neighbourhood,'  but  without  't^&.  A 
.body  of  his*  cavalry,  how^vej,  fouiid  means  t!> 
,dt;aw  bur  niain  guard  into  an  ambUfcade,  where 
4faey  were  entirely  cut  off,  before  any  affiftance 
M(M  reach  them.  The  geAeral  thought  it  neceffary 
-tcf  fall*  l)ack,   that  the  ariAy  roi ght  be  fupplied  with 

jfWWifian. 

-    This  battle,  which  was  fought  on  the  fecbhd  -  of 
«]^e  [i782]^as  the  laft  inwbteh  thefe  two  great 
miti  were  deftined^o  meet.     The  health  df  both 
wis  greatly  impaired,    from  the  fatigue  to  which 
•diey^were  e;cpofed  by  the  prefeftt  war.     The  cii*- 
xtinrtftances  in  which  Hydet  was  involved  were  pe- 
culiarly gloomy  and  foreboding.      The  Englifh 
•iikereft,  which  he  conceived  to  be  an  infuperable 
'  .ct^acle  to  all  his  ambitious  pfOJeAs,  was  fiill  likely 
-10  triumph.      His  expectations  from  tlie  French 
were  fruftrated.     He  fotefaw  hi^Nown  deftruflion 
Ha  the  peace,  which  was  nearly  accompliihed  be- 
\twe6n  the  government  of  Bengal  and  the  Marrattb 
.^tes.    Thefe  powers,  with  whom  he  had  alter- 
nately been  in  a  fiate  of  hoftUity  for  fo  long  a 
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time,  would  inevitably  piofcribe  jbimi  and  mtM>^ 
ally  ftipulate  a  participatioo  of  his  domunom  Suck 
a  feries  of  mortifying  refloAions  as  dtefe  circuit 
fiances  muft  have  fuggefted,  to  a  miad  goaded  by 
ambition  and  accuftomed^to  fuccefs,  naiujally  filled 
him  with  chagrin.  And  it  was  a  profp^A  wMck 
he  had  not  fufficient  firmnefs  to  contemphne  witli 
ferenity,  that  he  was  defiined  to  become  a  Edifice 
at  laft  to  the  union  of  two  powers,  who  had  both 
fuifered  (b  exceedin|gly^  from  his  enmity*  By  the 
ill  health  of  Sir  Eyre  Copte,  and  the  ab&nce  of 
Sir  HeAor  Monro,  who  had  returned  to  Europe, 
the  command  devolved  on  Major*general  Stuart 
Both  armies,  from  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  countcy, 
were  obliged  to  draw  their  fuppUes  from  oth()r 
quarters.  This  greatly  impeded  the  wajc ;  thougfi 
Hyder  felt  but  little  inconvenience,  fiom  the  CQim* 
guity  of  his  dominions :  He  could  not,  how^er^ 
be  tempted  any  more  to  a  geaeraf  en^gemeot. 
The  remainder  of  the  campaign,  which  coofifled 
of  laborious  marches,  and  fruitlefs .  experiments  to 

m 

enfaare  the  enemy,   was  concluded  without  aQ* 
compliifaing  any  enterprize  of  Importance. 

SufTrein  was  now  returned  from  Bata^lo  to  the 
coafi  of  Corpmandel,  and  proceeded  to  Cuddabre^ 
which  the  French  had  rendered  their  ^chief  maga^ 
/me  of  arA^s  and  military  ftores,  both  for  land  and 
fea  fcrvice«  His  fliips  being  revi^hialled  and  re- 
cruited with  freflx  men,  he  determined  to  deftroy 
the  Engliih  before  the  arrival  of  Sir  Richard  Bick* 
erton,  who,  with  feveral  ihips  of  war,   had  long 

failed 
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ikiled  itom  England,  and  was  ardently  ezpeAed 
at  Madras.  The  French  fleet  ftlU  preferved  their 
fermer  fuperiority  of  twelye  ibips  to  eleven,  be- 
fides  heavy  frigates.  All  poffible  means  had  been 
uied  to  prepare  them  in  the  beft  oianner  for  im<* 
mediate  aAion.  They  were  reinfi>rced  mth  four 
hundred  French,  and  as  many  fepoys,  at  Cudda- 
lore  i  and,  on  Sir  Edward  Hughes'  arrival  in  the 
road,  they  touched  at  Negapatam,  and  were  fur* 
ther  recruited  by  three  hundred  artillery-men,  the 
aaoft  ei&Aive  aid  they  could  receive.  Our  fleet 
was  not  backward  to  meet  the  enemy,  who,  con* 
flding  in  their  ibperibrity^  challenged  Sir  Edward 
before  Negapatam,  with  eighteen  fliips.  The 
Engliih  admiral  was  fo  per&dly  ready,  and  lb 
little  difpofed  to  admit  any  delay,  that  by  three 
"O'clock  he  weighed  anchor,  and,  putting  out  to 
iea,  flood  ibuthward  during  the  evening  and  the 
night,  in  order  to  gain  the  wind  of  tl»  enemy. 
He  fucceeded  in  his  evolutions  for  thisi  purpofe, 
and  immediatly  gave  fignals  for  every  fliip  in  hU 
fleet  to  bear  dire6Uy  down  upon  her  oppofiie  in  the 
Frmch  line.  His  orders  were  executed  with  pron^ 
titude. .  The  French  commenced  firing  before 
^ven. .  Our  fliips  referred  their  fire  till  certain  of 
its  taking  effeA«  By  half  paft  twelve  the  enem/^ 
line  appeared  in  great  diforder,  and  feveral  of 
their  (Ups  extremely  Shattered*  At  this  crifis,  a^ 
a  fiiddeb  ihift  of  wind  (hatched  the  French  i^in* 
Aioa  fisom  the  xuin  ihiU  impended.  Our  line  was 
4eran^4  by  die  circumflance  which  peferved 
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them.  By  tbts  conttngericy,  the  advaatatge  of  a 
vi^dry  io  deatfive  cotiid  ii6t  be  prdffecuted«  The 
difkbled,  bfoken,  and  flybg  enemy  were  Enabled 
to  recovet  thettifelves»  while  their  conquerors  wero 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  the  greatefl  confufioo.  After 
much  rbanoeuvring,  and  the  cohtbuation  of  a  par* 
tial  engagemjsnt  between  fuch  parts  of  the  two 
fleets  as  cante  Within  reach  of  each  other,  the  Eeg- 
lifk  admiFal  made  the-  ngn^  foi  the  line  of  battle 
2-head,  azKl  was  prfeparing^  at  half  paft  one 
o'clock,  to  renew  the  Attack.;  but  feeing,  at  two, 
the  eneniy.  ftanding  in  ifaorev  and  coUe£ting  the^ 
fhips  in  a'clofe  body^  while  his  were  tnuchr  cfif- 
perfed,  and  feveral  of  thkm  ungovernable,  he  re<- 
lihqtttflied  that  deflgn,  and  .thought  .only  of  getting 
into  fuch  a  cobdipion  .'.as  ihoakl  pronrd  depiiive  to 
the  iervice  next  morning^  Then*  howeVeh  the 
French  w^re  obferved  und6r  {ail,  on  their  way  to 
Cuddalore,  while  our  fldet  was  utterly  incapable  of 
preventing  or  purfubg  them.  They  oired  ahooft 
ev^ry  adVantiage  on  thb  occaiion  to.  their 
ga(9Sf  It  was  at  the  £iine  ttnte  obvioos, 
the  ^WX  of  this  battle,  that^  had  thfe  two  femer 
htfih  general^  and  all  the  EngKih  ftipi  broiight 
ftidytip  ak  once  to  the  eaboua;;er^  thferefbkdf 
both:  had.  bem  very  fliifei)ent«  liideed  the  firft 
diightT  by '.  that  means  li^ve  proved  fe  tieoifive  as 
eDtj.nily.to  liarA  pcevented:  the  fecond.  .  S^teotj^ 
Uggm, ao^n^wferekilkdiaiKl twofanndrel ibd  Afiiiy* 
thr(^.wOuDdW,.in!aur:ilcbn-She:KraBiofaiQ^  neah 
tJiiFD.  huodfed  iiHkd;.  aod^aticive  fia  Itum&ed  tguid- 
cdL..' Among  the  brav^ofiiirs^  as  well  of  the  98th 
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regimeat  as  of  the  naval  department,  who  were 
flaio»  Captain- Maclelan,  of  the  Superbe^  wasifaot 
through  the  heart,  in  the  beginning  of  the  adioq. 
Thus  were  the  admirars  two  immediate  captains 
))och  killed  within  a  (hott  time  of  each  other. 

While  the  French  repaired  their  (hips  at  Cact- 
dalore,  our  fleet  kept  the  fea  to  the  windward  of 
Negapatam  for  near  a  fortnight.  >  The  fituation  of 
the  army  in  all  probability  had  at  that  time  fome 
effeA  on  the  admiral's  movements;  and  certain 
fchem^  of  co-operation  might  render  it  neceflaiy 
for  the  fquadron  to  remain  ftationaiy.  The  damage 
which  the  ihipping  had  received  in  the  late  a6lioii5 
was  great,  and  required  immediate  repair*    A  fup- 
ply  of  ammunition  and  provifion  was  alfo  become ' 
indifpenfable.  To  effeA  thefe  purpofes,  the  admiral 
arrived  at  Madras'  the  twentieth  of  July,  and' was 
joined  by  the  Sceptre  of  fix-four  guns,  which  iiad 
left  England '  with  Sir  R.  Kckerton:  But  parting 
with  him  foon  after,  (he  had  made  all  t^e  expedition 
in  her  pa(rage  poflible.     Anxious  for  the  preferva* 
tion  of  Trincomale,  Sir  Edward  immediately  d£& 
patch^d  the  MonmQuth  and  the  Sceptre  with  f'och 
reinforcements,  and  fupplies  of  men,  anununitton, 
and  provifions,  as  appeared  adequate  to  repel  any 
defultory  attempts  which  the  enemy  fliould  think 
proper -to  .make  up<Hi  the  place; 

Mean  while  the^eur  d'  Aymar  arrived  at  Point 
de  Gallis,  lying  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifiand  of 
Ceylon,  in  the  St.  Michael  of  fixty-four  guns,  aoh 
coo^anied  by  the  lUuftre  of  feveoty-four«    He  had 
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under  his  convoy  the  fecond  divlfion  of  the  Mar* 
quis  de  Bufly's  troops  and  artillery.  Suffrein,  ap- 
prifed  of  this  circumftance,  joined  them  at  thajt 
ifland  on  the  firft  of  Auguft.  So  difficult  were  the 
means  of  information  at  that  time,  notwithftandtng 
an  army  in  the  field,  garrifpns  every  where  in  our 
intereft,  and  the  country  fubftantially  our  own, 
that  the  news  of  this  material  occurrence  only 
reached  Madras  by  accident.  Captain  Mitch&l  in 
the  Coventry  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  cruizing  on 
the  coaft  of  Ceyjon,  encountered  the  Bellona  of 
forty.  The  .engagement  continued  two  hours  and 
a  half,  and  was  fuftained  with  great ,  bravery  on 
both  fides,  till  the  Bellona  thought  proper  to  de- 
cline further  conteft  by  an  endeavour  to  efcape. 
Mitchel  pisrfued  her  with  fuch  eagernefs,.  that  he 
foon  jfbund  himfelf  in  the  midft  Qf  a  French  ^eet  of 
twenty-three  fail,  at  the  fame  time  that  h^  Icnew 
not  before  of  any  fuch  armament  in  thefe  feas.  He 
was  the  firft  to  announce  the  intelligence  to  the  ad* 
miral,  who,  aQzious  to  difappoint  the  defignsc^th^ 
enemy  againft  Trincomale,  hafiened  his  departure 
for*Cj5ylon,  with  all  the  difpatch  in  his  power. 
But  adverf^  ^'e^tber  exceedingly  retarded  bis  pror 
grpfs.  The  French  proceeded  with  alacrity  to 
the  attack  of  this  important  fortrefs.  The  expedi- 
tion was  performed  with  rapijlity*  They  inftantly 
li^dpd  their  troops  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Auguft. 
Their  batteries  were  opened  in  two  days^  and  tia^ 
gijns  firpin  the  gayrifon  were  fooij  filenced, 
:  Neit 
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Next  morning  the  place  was  formally  fummoned 
to  furreader.  The  terms  allowed  the  garrifon  were 
fuch  as  proved  the  appreheniions  enteruined  by  the 
eaemy  of  a  vific  from  Sir  EJward  Hughes,  He 
arrived  off  Trinconnale  on  the  fecond  of  Septemr 
ber,  juft  as  the  French  had  fecured  their  new  ac- 
^uificions.  Their  colours  were  then  flying  on  all  the 
forts,  and  above  thirty  fail  riding  in  all  the  bays. 
Of  thefe  there  were  fifteen  ihips  of  the  line,  inr 
eluding  three  fifties.  Ten  or  eleven  were  frigates  or 
fire  Aiips,  and  the  reft  tranfports.  They  had, 
therefore,  befides  three  fifties,  twelve  ihips  of  fixty- 
four  guns  and  upwards,  to  oppofe  to  the  Britiih 
line  of  the  iame  number,  in^  which  the  Ifis  of  fifty 
guns  was  deftined  to  grapple  with  one  of  their  fixty^ 
fours.  The  £nglifli  might  well  have  avoided  an 
engagement  under  thefe  circumftances,  but  the 
whole  fquadron  was  fired  with  indignation  by  the 
unexpected  fall  of  Trincomale.  After  niuch  hefir' 
tation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  the  exertion 
of  confummate  ikill  on  our's,  the  action  commenced 
on  the  third  of  September.  The  French  began  to 
fire  upon  the  Englifti  about  half  paft  two  o'clock. 
The  compliment  was  returned  within  a  few  minutes, 
and  the  engagement  fopn  became  generaL  The 
enemy's  additional  (hips  attacked  with  great  aidou?. 
the  extremities  of  our  line,  though  the  (hips  occu- 
pying thefe  ftations  were  already  clofely  aqd  equally 
engaged.  The  Worceiler  was  feverely  prefled, 
but  the  made  a  gallant  defence ;  and  the  Mon* 
mouth,  by  a  dreadful  and  well*aimed  fire,  com* 
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pletely  accomplifhed  her  refcue.   The  van^  bjr  the 
fame  means,  was  equally  expofed  zi  the  rear,  to  the 
furious  attack  of  fuperior  lutfnbers.     Five  of  the 
enemy's  (hips  fell  down  in  a  clufter  upon  the  Exeter 
and  Ifis.  The  firft  of  thefe  ihips  feems  to  have  been 
deftined  to  fight  againft  the  greateft  odds.  She-  was 
fo  difaUed  in  this  dreadful  contefl  as  to  tetire  from 
the   line,  while   the  weak  and   forlorn   Ifis  was 
abandoned  to  run  the  gauntlet  under  the  (ucc^ifive 
iire  of  feveral  (hips,  before  (he  could  itf^ny  degree 
be  fupported.    The  center  diviiions  on  bodi  fides 
were   in  the  mean  time  clofely  engaged  fhip  to 
(hip,  and  the  rival  commanders  in  the  Superbe  and 
the  Heros  exhaufted  their  rage  againft  each  other. 
The  French  admiral's  fecond  a-ftem,  at  half  paft 
three  o'clock,  had  her  mizen-maft  (hot  away ;  and, 
nearly   about  the  fame  time,  his  fecond  a-head 
loft  both  her  fore  auid  mizen-top-mafts.   The  battle 
continued    with  equal   fiercenefs  and  obffinacy, 
through  every  .part  of  the  lines,  till  half  paft  five, 
when  the  wind  fhifted  fuddenly  from  the  fouth-weft 
to  the  eaft-ftmth-eaft.     Sir  Edward  Hughes  then 
made  the  fignal  for  wearing,   and  the  evolution 
took  place  with  the  greateft  facility  and  expedition. 
The  French  were  either  wearing  or  ftaying  their 
ihips  until  the  Engltfh  renewed  the  engagement  on 
the  other  tack  with  redoubled  violence.    I'he  Hero 
loft  her  mafin^maft  at  twenty  minutes  paft  fix,  and 
her  miaen-rmaft  foon  after.    The  main*top^ma&  of 
rhe  Worceiter  was  ihot  away  about  the  fiime  time*. 
It  was  about  fevea  6'clbck  when  the- body  of- the 

French 
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Freaeh  ^tMubba  hattted  their  t^idd  to  the  fottth-^ 
ward?  Thfey  were  expofifd,  aSid-  fecdv6d  ai  moft 
ipveife  ^rtf  from  the  reur  of  the  Engltfh  line,  for 
tiilreiity  ini'outes  ifler.  Tliay  tlrdi  go)!  cleir  ol!^ 
2^4  tte  t&ion  edtireljr  cettfed. 

Kb  battle  at  fea  wtts  ever  better  fought ;  tod  it 
terminated  »  ierles  of  naval  engagements)  which 
ibt  ardour,  obftiaac)r  and  gallantry  of  enterprlze; 
ka^e  ildt  been  exceeded  in  any  part  of  the  wotfd. 
Ptfthaps  there  is  no  inftaitce  of  the  iaihe  men  and 
the  (kme  ihips  iheetlng  ^  often,  and  fighting  fa 
desperately,  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time,    fhe 
dtrkn^fs  of  the  night,  and  the  proximity  of  Trin* 
ctfkole,   did  not  permit  any  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 
th0Ugh  in  &4^  our  fleet  were  in  nocondrdofi  forfuch 
^i^lde.    fey  day-light  next  moming  the  French 
were  etidr61y  oot  of  fight.    Our  lofs  of  men  wa«  fo 
fmiU  as  to  be  almoft  incredible.  We  had  only  Sfty^- 
4ne  killed  and  not  quite  three  hundred  wounded. 
Three  officers  of  diftinguiihed  merits  Captaim  Wood 
of  Ae  Worcefter,  Witt  of  the  Strftai,  and  Lumley 
6f  d^  Ifis,  Were  among  the  ilain.     Other  brave 
men»  belonging  to  the  78th  and  98th  regiments, 
Idl  dt  the  faine  time,  and  not  a  few  Were  wounded. 
Celotiel  FulIartoD>  ^nd  fevera!  excellent  officers, 
i^Mi  lift  men  under  their  command,  deferve  pecn- 
litkt  prSLife  for  theilr  exertions  during  the  whcite  of  this 
v'ety  fevere  And  trying  ferWce.     The  naval  officer^ 
ateftlU^  ^tht  ifhdUs  fleet  Were  emuk>us  only  iti  exteU 

iteg  ebefc  i^thSh  Tiiiejr  kffltd  witis  a  birhiohy ,  an 
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ardour  and  a  pfomptitude,  which,  on  every  occa^ 
fion«  did  honour  to  the  difcipUne  of  the  navy. 

The  French  took  (heker  in  the  road  of  Trinco- 
fliafe.  that  very  .night ;  and  fuch  was  the  preicipi- 
tation  of  their  flight  firom  the  fcene  of  aAioo,  that. 
the ,  L'Orient  of  feventy*four  guns»  one  of  their 
heft,  fhips,  was  loft  in  the  zA  of  getting  in;  Four, 
hundred  and  twelve  of  their  men  were  killed, .  fix 
hundred  and  feventj-iix  wounded;  The  crew^f 
the  Heros,  at  the  beginning  of  the  engageoMit* 
amounted  to  twelve  hundred  in  nuipber.  Of  thefe 
no  le&  than  one  hundred  and  fimy-feven  were  kill^. 
ed,  and,  two  hundred  and  forty  wounded !  a  car- 
nage feldom  equalled,  eacepit  in  the  cafes  of  bum-^ 
ing  or  bio  wing  up.  On  this  occafion;  fix  French  cap* 
tains  were  broke  and  fent  prifoners  to  the  Mauritius. 

During  the  dreadfiil  confliA,  which  raged  equally 
by  fea  and  land  in  the  fouthern  extremities  of  In- 
dia, the  council-general  of  Bengal  Uboured,  with 
inceflant  afliduity  and  the  .moft  confiunmate  addrefs^ 
to  obtain  a  feparate  peace  with  the  Marrattos* 
The  ruin  of  the  Carnatic;  the  uncertain  ifliie  of 
the  war  with  Hyder  Ally ;  the  frefli  and  formida- 
ble acceflion  of  ftrength  which  now  co-operated 
with  our  former  eneimes  againft  us,  in  confequence 
of  a  new  fcene  of  hoftilities  both  with  France  aiid 
Holland ;  and  the  enormous  and  increafing  expen^ 
4iture,  indifpenfable  to  an  ei&Aive  ftruggle  for  ex-» 
Iftence  under  all  the&  embarraffing  circumftances  ^ 
controlled,  that^  turbulent  fpirit  of  ambipon  which 
had  brought  our  intereft  in  that  country  to  a  fitua- 
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Kioh  of  tbe  aoft  unmiaehc  faoavd/and  renderod 
;l{ie  fiipeiior  gavenmieot  ^as  aasious  bt  the  returzi 
tjf  peaoe  as  it  had  faraierly  benx  foe  th«  coiii-* 
jA^oomttif  of  mrar. 

Moodajee  Siodia  had  g^ven  early  and'  repeated 
pioo6of  a  droQg  piedileftbn  fer  the  Englifii.  It 
was.  at  bb  ioftance  the  releafe  of  the  Bombay  army, 
which  had  been  captured  at  Worgaum,  was  to  ge*» 
neroufly  ordered,  thsit  the  Poonah  minifters  had 
ihew&t  all  along,  fuch  a  ftiong  inclination  to  fettle 
all  our  differences  with  the  Durbar,  rather  in  liie 
cabinet  than  die  field;  and  that  their  hoftilkies 
agttfilL  us  iiad  been  carried  on  throughout  with  ib 
imich  moderation,  under  the  moft  grievous  provo- 
cations. Thefe  favourable  difpofitions  were  che* 
rilhed  by  the  council  of  Calcutta,  with  fuch  e^ger- 
ne&  and  efk&t  that  a  f^rate  peace  had  been 
./legociated  and  concluded  with  this  chief,  by 
Colonel  Muir,  about  the  latter  end  of  1781.  The 
fuccefs  of  A  treaty,  thus  feafonable  and  important, 
.  pointed  out  Moodajee  as  the  moft  likely  infirument 
of  refioring  harmony  between  the  Englifli  and  the 
Marratto  ftates;  His  immenle  territorial  dominions 
.^hick  he  held  of  the  Marratto  empire  by  a  looie 
feudal  tenure;  his  charadleriftic  refpe^bbility 
from  perfooal  honour ;  his  very  powerful  con* 

« 

ne^ons  in  that  divifion  of  the  empire ;  and  efpe- 
cially  his  predonunant  influence  in  the  decifiens  of 
^he  Durbar,  qualifieci  htm,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
for  carrying  on  and.  bringing  to  a  concluiion  this 
Important  negociatipn. 

\  '  It 


hs  head  quartets^  diAt  thi^^Mbafpi  tn^  ^^ 
6good,  on  die  17th  pf  hbf  [i78a|*  Tht  l^ifi^ 
ndfs  was  trania^led,  on  our  pact,  by  Mr.  Aiider- 
Iqp,  witb  gce^t.addceis,  aod  CdJvHofe  iodefiAga- 
}s]e  9tfM9tion  ud  {ier£»reriog  vigUauoce  and  ^iHicy^ 
io  tifguig  and;  Supporting  ou^r^  various  dkims^  we 
oytoe  th^  «apy  lAipoftant  adiaii|Cagcs  whicfc  diAuH 
gMAi  Uits  pmcii.  .  AH  places  talipn  by  the  £Dgii& 
&tM:0  tjke  ueAty  jof  fooriinder,  frgin  the  Mainci^ 
1^^  to  be  1»Ro€^  withintwo  months.  Saifene  and 
jikt  adj^iniog:  iilauds,  with.-firotcb  and*  its  ieni- 
iori^,  MP^rd  ceded  to  the  Englifli  for  ever.  Axilavn 
^poa  p.  contigiious  diftri^t,  fonn^rly  promiibd  as  a 
mArk  of  fciendEbip  to  the  Englifii,  .was  now,  at 
t^  panEkcdarreqpeftxsf  Sadia,  reUnquifhed.  The 
jlwoiG^acars  .wf  re  tob^  placed  ^ezai^y  in  the  fittf- 
alioo  they  occupied  before  the  war,  their  cefrkpries 
10  l^e  iubje^tfid  to  all  former ;tiibutes  and  ienriccrs 
j^:lh^  PetflbKa,  and  no  retrQ%e6tioii  ta^en  of  their 
1iSS^]09  n<^  any  dc»naDds.niade.  for  the  tiioie  pafi* 
JS^agot^  vvas  allowed  four  months,  to  detsecmine  the 
j)lapp  of  Jiis  .foture  refidence,  and  the  £nglifii  pro^ 
Jiibic^  from  ^fi^iding  him  any  .prote£lioa  ok*  mo- 
4^*  He  had  f  he  choice  of  riding  widi  Shdia ; 
4iid  the  Pet£h|Kra  was  bound^to  aU6w  him  an  annual 
.p^fion  of  thffee  lacks.  Tiiuscirctrnfftanced,  Ra« 
'1gpi»  vVas  redup^tO'the  neceffity  of  r^inquiihing 
.^nd  revoking  iftll  tecritqries,  or  grants  of  tenritbrie$, 
-made  by  him  to  the  Engliih.  The  Marrattos  at 
the  fame  time  engaged  that  Hyder  Ally  (hould 

furrender 
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fiinreiMler  whatever  he  had  *takea  from  the  Com^ 
pany  and  thetr  aJUes  duriog  the  war  >  and  that  a  nuir 
tual  exchange  of  prifoaecs  (bould  take  place.  By 
the  perforaiance  of  thefe  condkioa^,  and  fo  loog 
as  Hyder  ihouM  preferve  them  invbl^te,  the  £n^ 
li(b  were  bouod  toa^  in  ao  reiped  hofiilely  agaiaft 
him.  The  Peiihwa  even  ftipulated^  for  himfelf  a^fi 
the  whole  M^Sirr^tto  people,  that  m>  other  £uropcaa 
nadoa  ihould  eftablii^  ^M^ocieis  in  any  part  of  theif 
domiBioas,  or  be  z,  pafty  In;  any  fyftem  of  intqrr 
courfe  w  friendi)^  whatever  with  the  Durbajr^  or 
any  rndividQal  chief  or  tributary  of  the  empire^ 
The  £agliih  in  return 'renounced  all  right  to  afford 
the  kaft  affifiance  to .  apy  power  in  the  Deccan  at 
enmity  with  the  Peiihwa.  In  a  fubiequent  article, 
the*  eontraiS^ing  poppers  mutually  agree^dj  th%t  nei- 
ther ihould  contribute  to[  the  aid  of  whQever  migfai 
be  in  a  ibte  of  hoftility  with  the  other  -,  that  thp 
allies  00  both  fides  &ouki  be  included  in  the  be<- 
nefits^  and  bound  by  the  conditions  of  .ihis  treaty  $ 
smd  that  the  principals.  <onIy  ihould  be  tefponiible 
for  the  «6adud^  of^l  the  fubordinate  members 
tipd^r  their  ce^eiAi^e  authority* 

Slodta  was  the '  mutual  guarantee  of  the  peace, 
and  in  thar  fef|^e<Si  pledged  for  the  fidel^yof  both 
•{iaKti4s«  He  wa$  ihus  fpeclfically  asud  folemnl^ 
.bound,  incafe.cf  any  violatioarorinfra^^ionof^ 
•ilefmsjtiow  reciprocally  adoptedy-tp'affidthe  injure^ 
iin«pfocusiing  ade<|ua(e  redrefs.  like^att  o^i^  fb{^- 
ffoeo,  Sindia*  iti  '^he  part  he  a^^ed  oa.ti^occ^fio^, 

wt$'  wi  tAaitemive  to  his  own  inters  A,    7^^  ^Iw 

of 
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of  Broach,  with  all  its  valuable  territories,  whicli 
^'ield  an  annual  revenue  of  two  hundred  thoufaod 
pounds,  was,  by  private  or  feparate  agreement, 
ceded  to  htm  and  his  faLtnily  for  ever,  by  the  £ng- 
-iifl).  Such  an  immenfe  acceffion  of  dominion  and 
treafure  fiicilitated  bis  aggrandizement  in  the  em- 
ptre,  and  increaied  his  influence  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  may  occafion  further  revolutions  in  that  unfettkd 
and  precarious  government.  And,  from  the  length 
of  time  that  elapfed  before  t%e  ratifiaation  was 
eire<5Ved«  notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  bodi 
of  the  governor- general  and  Sindia,  it  is  plain  the 
meafure  was  not  completed  without  confiderable 
difficulties  at  the  court  of.  Pobnah.  Nana  Tumefe 
and  Sindia  are  evidently  at  the  head  of  the  two 
parties,  which  by  thdr  uhion  govern,  or  by  their 
diflentton  may  convulfe  the  empire.  A  jealoufy, 
originating  in  fo  much  co-ordinate  power,  muft  of 
confequence  fubfift  between  thetn.  And  it  is  not 
improbably  that  the  extenfive  acquifitions,  which 
Sindia  obtained  by  this  treaty,  had  already  cha- 
grined and  difgufted  his  powerful  and  wary  rival. 

The  Englifli  fleet,  after  the  adion  of  the  third  of 
September,  returned  with  all  the  expedition  they 
could  to  Madras,  where  the  admijral  intended  tib 
fiay  no  longer  than  while  the  (hips  could  be  haftily 
xeptired,  and  fuch  a  fiock  of  frefh  water  and  pro^ 
irifioo$  procured  as  might  fupply  them  during  their 
paflagi  to  Bombay*^  B^ore  thefe  purpofes  could 
be  accomplifhed,  the  fleet  was  deftined  to  fuftan 
fpe  of  ihe  pBoft  tremendous  hurricanes  thaiever  h$f* 

peaed 
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()ened  oa  that  coaft..  It  was  fortiyiate  that^they 
aochored  In  wat^r  fifteen  fathom  deep,  and  that  the 
tempefl  blew  from  the  ihore«  They  itiftantly  parted 
their  cables,  and  put  out  to  fea.  The  fhore  for 
feveral  miles  was  a  complete  yirreck,  interfper&d 
with  (hocking  fpe£hcles  of  dead  bodies.  The 
howling  of  the  tempefl^*  the  roaring  of  the  fea> 
•and  theories  of  fuch  as  ftruggled  hard  for  life^ 
were  dreadful  and  affecting  beyond  defer!  ption. 
Many  £ngliQi  trading  veiTels,  of  which  the  Earl  of 
Hertford  Indiaman  was  one,  were  either  funk  at 
anchor,  or  daihed  in  pieces.on  the  fhore.  Kot  lei| 
than  a  hundred  coafters  periihed  in  this  manner. 
Such  ?s  had  not  been  fuddenly  overwhelmed,  but 
got  out  to  fea»  for  the  moft  part  efcaped.  A  very 
few  had  even  the  good  fortune  to  brave  and  rido 
cut  the  florncK 

At  this  moment  a  famine  raged  in  Madras,  and 
every  part  of  the  Camatic ;  and,  by  the  tempeft 
now  defcribed,  all  foreign  refources,  that  depend'* 
ed  on  an  intercourfe  by  fea,  were  at  an  end.  .  Al** 
ready  ba{l  the  rioe  fHps,  fince  their  arrival  on  the 
coafl,  been  fer^rely  pillaged  by  the  French  $  and 
the  town  of  Madras  was  reduced  to  great  hard-^ 
fliips  by  the  want  of  that  article.  A  confiderable 
fupp^y  had  reached  the  harbour  previous  to  the  hur<> 
ricane,  but  ncioft  of  the  veflels  were  I0&  before 
they  could  difcbarge  their  cargoes.  Money  could 
now  procure  no  relief,  where  the  heceilaries  of 
life  did  not  exift.  The  roadjs,  the  outlets^  and  even 
the  ftreets,  were  every  where  choked   up  wifh 

\-i  heaps 
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hetps-of  dead;  and  cioiKKb  of  the  dyings     Tm 
hundred  at  baft  of  die  natives  petiibed  ereiy  da^r 
la  the  city  and  fuburbs :  Others  had  fome  rdbucceia 
animal  ibod :  But  the  miferable .  Hindoos,  ia.thig 
afijAtf^  exigency,  were  greatly  diftinguifhed.  by 
peculiar  fordtude  and  reCgoadon;   who,  rat&ar 
than  preferve  life  at  the^  expence  of  tkcar  kws^ 
religion,  and  cuftoms,  endured  the*  ukoSt  aup^ 
fite  torment  without  murmur  or  cociiplainti   The 
alms  of   the  fetd^ment   were   cercainlyc  libera]. 
All  was   done  which  private  chartt]^  ooukt  dou 
But  it  was  a  whole  people  in-  be^ary^;-  a  nation 
who  ftretchedout  its.  hand  for  foodi    Of  all  the 
calamities  which  befet  and  way*lay  the  Sfe  of 
man,  thisi  plague  of <  hungar  conies  the  aearefl  ta 
our  hearts,  and  is  that  in  which  the  pioudbft  ctf  us 
air  feels  himfelf  to  be  nothing  more-  than  lie  ui 
Supplies  were  difpatched  from>  Bengal  with  mere 
ezpedidon  than  was. even. eape^ted.    But,  notwith- 
fianding  all  tbe  laudable,  diligence  tiettedki>tba 
gpdlike  work  of  humanity  su^d  beneficence  oft  that 
moumful  occaiion,  for- eighteen  months  did  thijsdi«* 
firudlioh  rage  from  the  gates  of  Madras  to  the 
grates  of  Taiijore  !  All  this^  time  theft  eieatiiies^  bf 
&fferance^  whofe  very  eJeefs  and  lu^ury^  in  ^^eii 
moff  plenteous  days^  had  fallen  ftott  of  >  otir  ie« 
vereftfaAs^  fiient,  patient,  rdigned  withburftdi-^ 
tion  or  difturbance,  abnoft  without  complaitH,  jpe^ 
riihed  in  fuch  mbltitudes,  m  the  very  granary  of 
India,  that  above  ten  thoufand  of  the  natives  were 
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ii^pofed  fo  bftT?  boM  iwepfr  tWajr  hy  Ms  fcodrgiD 
tofnatiofis!  ... 

Our  Ae^  tit  1)^9  ineatt  time^  kitd  iuffbrtdoioft 

M(treinir  dT^iefs  Ui  i^Utiig.'  rowld  for  Bbpsbay*   For 

n  yihA^  momh  oo  two  Aip^  ^f  ttio-  £y#fldFOQr  ha4 

bow  »bfe  to'  ipMk  with  t^k  oth^r;    SuoJi  was 

the  condition  of  th^  Si^^fb^r  tJuft  lAie  tidn^ti 

iKds  oWigifid  to  ibifl  ]ki»  fiag.  to  the  Sitita»«    It  1^ 

not  uatik  oeftfly  tli^  hn^  ^tiA  oi  D^^iiihar  cMP 

•ur  Shattered  (Ups  ^nrtd  it  hmh^j.   Tkc  oi'e^l 

veit  all  fickly,  but  (0011^  ietoT^d«    Sir  Richafd 

Bickerton  oov  na»de   hi«  ^pfmrmo^  at  M^9S 

from  Bombay,  without  faaiteg  either  «xi>efi(toqfe4 

ftily  iU  wMtfacr  or  Iceo  »  fingle  fliip  beloftging  to 

^  fleets    He  iMd  under  con^^  three  repm^axi 

of  iofiuitry  of  oioe'thoufiuidl  »eD  itach,:  of  whidi  oM 

vaa  Haoovemn,  befides  Sir  Joko^Btiigpyi^V  regM 

ment  of  Ught  horie,  amountiog  09  three  huodnul 

i&d  forty,  and  » thouiaad  rtorui$$,  wliicii-had  tteeq 

Ktifod  Soft  the  Compei^'s  femcc  ia  Irekod^    Tlit 

ikips  wece  five  ia  die  liae,    aiid  ui    esceUaat 

OQodidon,  and  both'  £^mea  and  tnope  liscoift^ 

monly  healthy.    Sir  Richard  ioAaatly  returned  u> 

Bombay,,  tha  the  ought  join  the  admiral,  aady^widi^ 

mt  eacoonteriog  any  adv^e  wiads  wftate^er^  9P» 

rinnsi  even  ibflae  weeks  before  him. 

The  FrcQch,  from  the  paffeAcuk  of  Tf  utoanele; 
A^oyi^  in  fome  degree-  the  fover^giM^  of  the^ 
fisas,.  arod'  in  the  abfence  o£  the  Brkifdi' fleek^  qo» 
fiderably  kaaxpered  and  eiabasntft^  the^  coaAing 

ii  X .  tOMle; 
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trdde,  both  of  the  Company  and  the  natives.  They 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Achen,  on  the  coaft  of 
Sumatra,  probably  for  the  acquiiltioh  of  fuch  fup- 
pli^s  as  could  not  be  obtained  in  Ceylon.  The 
mighty  armament  from  France,  containing  the  laft 
diviiion  of  De  Bully's  troops,  five  thoufand  men, 
feveral  fiefli  fliips  of  war,  an  ample  fupplj  of  na- 
val and  military  flores,  and  a  train  of  artilkry  the 
moft  formidable  and  complete  that  ever  was  fent  to 
India,  was  at  the  fame  time  expe<^ed.  And  no  doubt 
was  entertained,  but,  by  fuch  a  powerful  reinibrce- 
^hnil  the  tide  of  war  "would  be  immediately  and 
effectually  turned  againft  the  Englidu 

In  confequence,  however,  of  our  peace  with  the 
Marrattos,  it  was  refolved  to  create  fuch  a  diver- 
fion  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  as  would  probably  im- 
pel Hyder  to  abandon  the  Carnatic  for  the  protec-^ 
tibn  of  his  own  dominions.  Colonel  Humberftone, 
at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  detachment  both  of 
the  King  and  Company's  forces,  was  immediately 
difpatched  on  this  fervice,  and  foon  gained  pofief- 
fion  of  the  ancient  and  royal  capital  of  Calicut* 
Quitting  the  fea  coaft,  he  probably  now  bent  his 
coiirfe  towards  the  frontiers  of  the  Coimbatoul 
country.     He  encountered  many  difficulties^  but 
captured  in  bis  march  a  great  number  of  fuch  iiiiall 
forts  as  are  placed  in  that  part  of  India  for  guarding 
the  narrow  paiTes  and  deep  defiles  which  abound 
In  thefe  mountainous  regions.     Having  taken  and 
garrifoned  Mungarry  Cottah,  a  fort  lb  fbongly 
dilated  as  to  afford  a  fecure  retreat^  be  advanced 

to 
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to  the  fiege  of  Palacaccherry,  a  place  of  more  coi>- 
fideratioa  and  ftreogth  than  any  he  had  yet  at* 
tacked,  This.objeft,  however,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  enemy,  he  was  fuddenly  compelled  to 
abandon.  He  was  even  purfued  and  attacked  with 
fuch .  fury  and.  effect,  that,  befides  the  number  of  - 
men  who  fell,  he  loft  both  his  baggage  and  pro- 
vifions.  Major  Hutchinfon  of  the  98th  regiment 
was  mortally  woimded. 

The  prefidency  of  Bombay  being  now  liberally 
fupplied  with  money  from  Bengal,  for  giving  vigour 
and  dilpatch  to  the  meafures  in  that  quarter,  and 
apprehenfive  that  Humberftqne's  fituation  might  b^ 
perilous,  dif patched  General  Matthews,  with  fuch 
troops  as  could  then  be  muftered,  to  his  aififtance. 
Tippoo  Saib  had  in  ,the  mean  time,  with  incredi- 
ble celeriity  and  add^efs,  arrived  from  the  Carnatic, 
with  the  exprefs  intention  of  deflroying  the  Britiih 
detachment  at  Mungarry  Cottah.    But  the  colonel, 
receiving  intelligence   of  the  enemy's  intention, 
immediately  razed  the  fortification,  and  retreated 
to   Ramgarree,    which  Tippoo's  rapid  approach 
forced  him  to  abandon  with  precipitation,    in  two 
days,  and  not  without  fome  riik  from  parties  of 
the  enemy's  horfe,  who  harraifed  our  march  ex^ 
ceedingly,  he  reacKed  Pania^x  on  jthjS  twentieth  of 
November, 

Here  Colonel  Macleod  was  juft  arrived  from 
Madras,  and  the  command  of  the  £:>rces  of  courfe 
devolved  on  him.  The  detachment  was  fuddenly 
invefled  by  the  enemy^  confi(tbg  of  eight  thoufaod 

1*3  regular 
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rogdsr  inlaatry,  ibme  bundlrelfi  <tf  EurOpeitt,  df 
thoufaod  of  tkd  native  mUicia,  under  the  f)oligaf5, 
and  a  body  ot  ten  thov&fld  ikirfe.  They  ww6 
lieaded  ^  Tippoo  Saib  and  MonC  LaUy.  Our 
troops  were  ftiongly  pc^^d,  4Ad  with  iade&tigable 
induftFy  «^  great  &i4  had  in^o^ed  die  old  by  ii 
great  variety  of  new  #orks«  The  enemy's  tnt^ 
ftonade,  though  k^pt  vp  hi  fev^dml  d^s,  did  litd« 
execution.  The  Britlfh  commadder  ^^fempted  n 
forprife  Tippop"ii  cai^p.  Tiie  enterprife,  howeter, 
WM  fuddenly  i«tiB<}\^ed,  ^  i|ftpra6tkable,  bMb 
Imm  iriiie  vigilanoe  and  tuimb^r  of  ehte  enemy.  A 
lew  days  afterwardsy  b.  vigbroils  ^nd  weU^coiieetted 
attack  Was  made  on  theBritifli  line^  But  die 
enemy»  Who  employed  th^ir  wfiole  ISAirbpean  force 
on  this  deipei«e  ^ferrice,  weffe  every  where  re- 
pulfed  with  the^!>eac^ft  ^llanfry.  Two  irandred^F 
Akit  dead  were  abaadenai  to  the  care  .of  At  Rbg^ 
^&i  s  aiid  the  French  oj(&cer,  who  led  tip  one  tif  the 
columns  to  the  att4ck»  was  taken  pn4bfyer« 

l^ppoo's  repaffing  the  riVer  Pfiftfan  was  -z  proof 
cf  thf  d<efeat.  A  flate  of  inaAioa  Succeeded  oq 
t)oth  fide^  for  iinne  S^y^.  In  the  nrght  of  the 
eleventh  of  December,  Tippoo  iuddenly  nSecamp- 
ed,  and  marched  baek  with  rapidity  for  the  Car- 
ai^atlc.  GeAerat  Matthews,  ^pprlfed  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  inftantly  changed  his  intended  rcmte 
^own  the  coafi,  and  dire^ed  his  march  to  thofe 
valuable  territoiies  of  the  enemy  "Which  appeared 
the  moft  v^iTbierabte  and  Temote  firomfticcour.  JHte 
IherefiMre  4ftvaiK:«i  with  t^  fleet  and  forces  to  the 

rivfer 


Ih^er  MtiJM,  lirbUh  ft^k  into  the  &a  ^ghty  Miles 
feath  pf  Gm,  0od  fiv«  ieag^cis  noith  of  Ooori^ii 
This  cky  Uee  aiim^y  (xitWeeQ  Paixkre  «sg[id  B(oa»r 
Imj^  4ad  ,n»»rl^  <kree  iiwoiir,e4  ctiiles  diftcfit  fiiom 
|K)di*  Xiie  ^n0id  ifooAod  hJ6  !C6urfe«0!Mi)^tbil 
itnpeffetnt  |^e^  Ail  ihjetroQps  tbat^c^^  b^^nrf 
Apm  the  defehoc  tof  ether  pofts  on  that  *exte^!inl 
cmA  were  pr4ei(^  lie  flneeit  hm  ^lBe(»  «n4«6A  i» 
Itts  ioAeoAed  loperaiiiokis.    Maoleod,  wfioibMbde^ 
veoently  tiMifeflSMd  by  ^mie  fer<)0p$  £rl)m,  Bemfaay^ 
mihftrJced  as  many  a«  the  4]r)Mtt%m«(s  o^ld  i$eK>eiy^ 
«ritli  whom  h^  proc^eded^  ^rild^  ooiNf'oy  i^tl»  Ifi| 
«Dd  the  June^  to  job  lihe  geiMHraL    T^e  ivfp  <^h^ 
i^inieots  of  fepoysiwlylMffe  lekuT^^V^chmftM 
Madi»&  to  |>roQeed  wx^il  tte'ek^hantB  fri^  .di^u^ 
teUteks^  sunder  ^^nyo^  ^of  )tbe  lAiiiofi^;  jqia^.^f 
ivir,  as  iboh  as  odbtr  y^9lSh]i  flioMld  aOriv^  for  .«^ir 
Koov^ioatot.     Prior;,  ^w^ver,  to  die  jw^tiola  ^ 
ilie  4M0{>s»  Oiore  Had  ifUen  kK6  our  litod^  aftfl 
4lie  a»9ft  Memorable  oircunMiian&e  of  'fl^  €^ptu|!fr 
iR<«s  die  dreadful  ilaughter  whti:h  /i^ik  fboo,  of  (t^ 
ibm»  ligeH  a«Kl  ON^r^«  «$  «neU  a^  e!f  thf  gwpi^. 
Tike  ^o¥^nior«  and  a}fQV^  a  i^outaod.  jmen,  wore 
^MM1«  prifonecs.    Tlie  defence  toivid  l^ot  >«  ^^ 
16  fto  ffogular  troops  of  .<h0  en^is^  ^ete  withjp 
jftaC}}  to  knd  aoy  affil^noe,  when  ^  atiac^  wfs 
WMide.    W^  tove  DO  atttheotk^  accovpt^  cf  the 
fyQi\^  thoqgh  it  is  coi^}e£iured  fo  fee  veiy  .gtsMtft^ 
«fid  to  have  occafiooed  ehat  4i^uft  angtof\g  the 
Srkifli  officers,  Which  afterwaid^  prov<ed  of  the 
urotfl  tKmfeqiueaaak  to  the  army  ia  genpf&L 
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The  time,  place,  aad  other  circumftances  of 
Hyder  Ally's  death,   are  not  aicertained  with  aay 
degree  of  certainty.     He  probably  died  about  the 
end  of  1782.    It  was,  for  many  reafons,  amattet 
of  the  greateft  importance  to  keep.fo  intereftiag 
an  event  concealed,  at  the  preciie  crifis  when  it 
happened.     And  the  moment  the  fecret  was .  dif^ 
covered,  no  one  thought  of  detailing  circumftand-* 
ally  what  had  been  fo  long  known  to  all  fuch  as 
ivere   moft  interefied  in  the  confequences.    His 
character  for  enterprife,    for  fyftem  in  condu6l^ 
for  firmnefs  in  difficulty,  and  for  moderation  ia 
fuccefs,  was,   in  fome  degree,  new  in  India.     He 
poileflfed  a  genius,  which  embraced  at  once  all 
the  multifarious  obje6):s  of  government  and  war. 
The  policy  neceflkry  to  the  arrangements  of  the 
one  and  the  ftratagem  of  the  other  he  digefted,  and 
applied  as  emergencies  arofe,  or  contingencies  took 
place,  with  equal  dexterity,  fimplicity  and  fuccefs. 
The  refumption  of  the  ancient  Mahommedan  em- 
pire   was  among   his   earlieft   conceptions;    and 
perhaps  to  this  magnificent  profpe6t  all  his  fubfe- 
quent  exertions,  conquefis,  and  regulations,  mrere 
dire<5ted.     He  wiihed,  in  order  to  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  this  fplendid   and  interefting  revolution, 
to  reduce  the  Europeans  in  the  various  parts  of  the 
continent  to  their  original  itate  of  merchants  and 
fadors  ;  to  form  his  military  on  a  fyftem  of  me- 
chanical and  fcientific  operation }  and   to  create 
fuch  an  invincible  navy  as  fliould  proteA  for  ever 
the  coaftSf  in  every  part  of  the  cootinent,  from 
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til  the  invafioiis  and  infults  of  foreigners;  He  a£ted 
with  fo  much  equity  and  mildnefs^  that  no  prince 
was  ever  more  popular  in  his  own  dominions ;  he 
commanded  fo  ably  one  of  the  moft  numerous  ar« 
mi/es  that  ever  took  the  field,  that  no  general  was 
ever  regarded  with  high^rveneration,  or  obeyed 
with  greater  promptitude  and  zeal.  He  was  feldoiti- 
deceived  in  his  politics  as  a  ftatefman,  or  cruel  to 
his;  captives  as  a  conqueror;  He  blended,  with  the 
authority  and  -fagacity  of  the  magiftrate,  the  vir*» 
tues  of  humanity ;  and,  in  alL  the  plenitude  of 
power,  aever  forgot  that  he  was  a  man.  He  re-i 
warded  merit  magnificently ,- but  punifhed  every 
fpecies  of  perfidy  with  exemplary  feverity.  He  ful- 
^lled  the  conditions  of  his  friendfliips  and  engage- 
ments with  rigid  pun^hiality:  In  his  enmities, -as 
the  cafe  of  the  Company  demonfirates,  he  avowed 
the  influence  of  every  paiiion  which  contributed  to 
prompt,  faciUtate,i  or  accompliih  his  revenge. 

The  prefidency  of  Bombay  had  ordered  General 
Matthews,  on  fuppofition  of  Hyder's  death,  to 
ufe  all  his.  exertions  in  penetrating  the  Bednore  or 
Canara  country ;  and  particularly  to  gain  poileffioa 
of:  the  capital,  where  the  treafures  of  Hyder  were 
faid  to  be  depofited.  He  accordingly  proceeded 
further  down  the  coaft ;  and,  purfuing  the  line  of 
jCondu6l  propofed,  ftorm^d  the  town  of  Cundapore; 
without  any  material  lofs  or  difficulty.  He  repre? 
ijsnted,  at  the  fame  time,  however,  inhisdifpatches^ 
the  utter  impra^lability  of  executing  the  plan  fug* 
gefted  to  him«     This  defpoadency  on  his  part 
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yhcffcL  mach  adMatefaftfOi  vid  dbaggla  ob 
ifat  vf  tbe  f  rfifiQksoc5r,  "wko  liui  auMgcd  ite 
flnft  fivgnaie  e^wdation  fvom  iffi  Ibcmfs,  «nder 
till  OTimi^m  duff  fitMurable  ^Cn  de«r  Hrlmrmm. 
Hie j  fcdiearvttl,  libwenwr,  fiidk  a  <lefeMice  iiv 
iMB^opAioQ,  tint  thej rdbcod  tlisk  finnsrardH^ 
ttd  tt  ilmr  ncwr  iMUMBexitSy  "wincli  thc^  wsA^ 

;ty  4ifpacbed,  ieft  tlie  jpMfacudoii  of  aay  Ciiok 
\tffiSk^  «  dMfty  iiad  fcrmerty  neftttotwl,  u^ 
tDrly  %>  Ms  ows  idifcnstkui.  Set  «t  ifae  veiy  «MM 
Iw  ksA  tlHK  eaeraeftly  aemoofiratsd  agjintt  tke^i^ 
ders4rf  hit  empleynrs,  it  Ibemio  l»i«  bom  U| 
4tlMtniaatkMi  Co  p^t  tImb  fitoitty  in  «KeciiMi, 
-  It  it  a  ^ity  fhe  fabfcqoeflt  part  of  dwcaayiiyi 
c«Mi0t  'be  oMi.ter«ted  f ton  iiiHM&  naaearfMuao«« 
All  0ocv6^pondence  for  llie  vBOMient  wis  fiifpeoiM) 
m  <£  ideas  cf  MUtpoafibility  fteeK  4d  baw  b«M 
feiyHlen.  Tbe  fone  aimciMs  -priicipbs,  wiiicli 
fiaioed  wifdi  inddifafe  inAmf  the  £ip  «f  Onoie^ 
aaarked  tlie  fcture  progrds  of  tlie  sraoy,  vaidi  the 
impf^Cftttons  -of  injured  jnaooeiice  wese  figaaily  w^^ 
uSiiftd  in  i3ie  4ei&iies  'Aaft  awaitad  them. 

Of  ja^  irhkii  have  not  tranfpired  fOQ  dttiuft 
tef^rafire  cftn  be  gfren ;  but  ef  many -orudties  not 
fehted  lihere  rafi  be  little  doubt,  fmm  the  ^tiatuct 
ef  fuch  as  are  welt  auchefitkated.  k  ^Ms  ^zpeAeA 
by  "the  government  ef  Bcwhay,  vfaat  t^  Cubjetfla 
of  Tippoo  Sukan  would  be  «8ger  to  vevok  on. 
Clearing  of  k\s  father'ns  ^death.  TIas  idea  wafc 
fwely  ^etlher  notiidopted  or  jiet  undeiAood  by  tte 
irrmy  i  for  the  ftirpfifiDg,  fiSff0uadi0Fg»  Md  mat- 
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ftcr^ii^^owds  of  unmlUtary  poligars  at  their  {)ofts> 
mthouc  pky  or  remorfe,  are  among  the  exploits  of 
chk  war,  wJiicfa  we  find  retailed  with  the  iame  ia* 
iiSctctioc  ia  which  they  probably  happened.  The 
ibrtreft  of  Aumainpore  was  laken  by  fiorni..  Th« 
gOY-enior's  mode  of  defence  had  not  pleafed  thf 
befiegers.  The  garrifon  were  &  entirely  maffitcied^ 
th^t  only  one  hoifesian  is  faid  to  have  efcapedi 
defperately  wounded*  In  this  havock  trnght  be 
ieen  four  hundred  beautiful  women,  bleeding  witft 
the  wounds  of  the  bayonet ;  and  others  expiring-, 
while  the  Ibldiers,  in  brutal  tumidt,  ftript  them  cf 
their  jewels,  and  commlttn^d  ev.ery  outrage  on  theif 
bodies.  Siit  fuch  objefls  as  diefe  are  of  a  Q>eciee 
too  hojrid  to  be  detailed  or  defbribed  f 

£y  «L  lucky  eoneurrence  of  ciTCumftanoes,-w4iidi 
feflMlimes  conned  that  fuccefs  with  temerity  whicll 
is  due  only  to  prudence  and  fcnrefight,  a  party^ 
eon&ftftftg  of  the  Bom^y  company  of  European?^ 
snd  between  three  and  four  hundred  fepc^s,  dii^ 
patched  on  the  defperate  and  important  fervice  of 
forcing  a  pa&  or  defile  about  eight  feet  wide,  Are» 
miles  in  length,  and  firongly  fortified,  were  fortu* 
fiate  enough  to  difpoi!efs  the  enemy^  who  left  -fiye 
liundred  of  their  kiUed  and  wounded  behind,  and 
cfae  Engltfli  mafters  of  the  place.  Thus  were  th^ 
tttrriers  of  this  rich  and  beauti&l  x:6untry  effecv 
tually  thrown  down,  and  a  free  communication 
c^ned  between  the  iea  coaft  and  the  kingdom  of 
Caaaraj  wJiere  Hyder's  lavottrite  palace  flood  ^ 
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where  the  priocipal  officers  of  his  government  re- 
sided ;  whither  all  the  nobility  in  every  quarter  of 
Ikis  dominions  refbrted;  where  his  chief  Haram 
was  eftablifhedi   where  his  treafures,  and  every 
other  thing  on  which  he  had  fet  his  heart,  were  de- 
posed.   The  capital  of  this  ancient  independent 
kingdom,  in  which  a  long  illuftrious  race  of  fove^ 
feigns,  who  placed  their  only  glory  in  the  happi- 
nefs  of  a  flourifhing,  faithful,  free   and  contented 
people,  lived  and  died  among  their  fubje6ts,  like 
a  father  or  patriarch  in  the  midft  of  his  family,  was 
formerly  called  Bednore,  but  had  of  late  changed 
its  name  to  Hyder  Nagur^  or  the  royal  city  of 
Hyder,  a  name  which  the  £ngli(h  did  not  then  ad- 
mit, and  which  they  hoped  to  have  utterly  abo* 
liihed.     Such  was  the  fplendour,  magnificence  and 
extent  of  this  fequeilered  metropolis,  that  fome  of 
its   principal    ftreets  ran    nearly  in  a  right  line 
iiz  Engliih  miles  in  length,  while  its  magnitude 
was  utterly  loft  in  the  infinite  variety  of  beauties 
both  of  nature  and  art,  in  which  it  abounded. 
The  inhabitants  chiefly  confift  of  the  great  and  the 
wealthy,  who  occupy  the  moft  fumptuous  houfes 
.and  fpacious  gardens,  inclofing  vaft  refervoirs  of 
water  and  every  other  luxury,  which  the  foil,  the 
climate  and  the  feafon  can  afford.     Chriftianity, 
ib  congenial  to  the  moft  polifhed  ftate  of  fociety, 
had  early  found  its  way,  by  the  piogs  afliduity  of 
the  Portuguefe,  to   this  elegant  retreat,  and  ftiU 
flouriihflid  fo  much^  that  above  thirty  thoufand 
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Chrlfiians  were  fald,  at  thU  time^  to  be  within  the 
walls  of  Bednore. 

Hyat  Saib,  a  native,  was  intrufted  with  the  go- 
vernment of  this  valuable  town ;  and,  from  his  ab-^ 
folute  incapacity  to  withftand  the  efforts  of  fuch  a 
force  as  now  appeared  agaiiift  it,  he  refolved  to 
rifk  nothing  but  his  own  honour  in  its  fafety.  The 
moment  our  army  had  ftormed  the  gates,  or  fcaleA 
the  mountains  which  hid  and  defended  the  country, 
he  difpatched  agents  to  the  camp  with  terms  of 
accomodation,  A  private  treaty  then  took  place 
between  him  and  the  general^  the  particulars  of 
which.  In  a  great  meafure,  are  ftill  unknown. 
Its  leading  articles  are  fuppofed  to  have  been,  th9t 
the  capital,  the  country,  the  fortrefs  at  Bednore,. 
the  public  treafur«s  and  property,  were  to  be  de^ 
livered  up  to  the  Engliih;  that  the  inhabitants 
were  not  to  be  molefted  either  in  their  perfons  or 
property  ;  and  that  Hyat  Saib  was  to  continue  In 
the  government,  with  the  fame  powers  he* enjoyed 
under  Hyder..  Thefe  conditions  where,  however, 
infringed  the  moment  the  army  got  poffeflJonof  the 
place,  which  was  early  in  February  1783.  The  go- 
vernor was  flung  into  prifon,  and  the  inhabitants 
were  much  alarmed.  Fourteen  lacks  were  found  in 
the  Durbar,  which  the  general  ihewed  to  the  dth^ 
cers,  and  declared  to  be  the  property  of  the  £trmy. 
There  was  much  more  treafure  and  jewels  not  ex- 
ppfed,  but  the  breach  between  Hyat  Saib  and  the. 
general  being  made  up,  the  former  claim'-d  the 
whole  as  his  own  private  property,  to  whom,  ttpoa 
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that  plaa.  It  wai  even  rcftoced  by  the  Utter.  T1& 
maoagement,  which  had  already  been  pfadifedr  at 
Oodre^^  the  officer?  reCented  with  indignation. 
Some  of  thcfe  were  carried  to  Hyat  Salb^  who 
ttiade  the  arnoy  a  prefent  of  twenty  thDufand  pounds^ 
mrhich  rather  increafed  than  quaihed  the  f ufpicions 
,  entertained  of  this  myfterious  tranfaflion.  Nor 
was  this  the  only  or  moil  difgufting  circumflance 
in  the  general's  conduct.  He  had  the  misfortune 
10  give  a  raih  decifion  in  a  point  of  etiquette  be- 
tween the  King's  officers  and  thofe  of  the  Com* 
pany,  which  obliged  Colonels  Macleod  and  Hum- 
berfione,  with  Major  Shawi  to  quit  the  armj;  fboa 
a&er  the  taking  Bednore* 

During  the  execution  of  thefe-  meafures^.  n^ 
official  difpatches  whatever  arriv^  at  Bombay> 
The  prefldency  received  all  the  information  which 
^ey  had,  concerning  his  operations^  £rom  the 
officers,  who  refu£sd  to  ferve  any  longer  under  Jufs 
l^ommand,  and  were  now  returned  to  Bombay-^ 
About  a  week  afterwards,  indeed,  a  letter  from  the 
general  was  received,  but  it  did  not  mention  a 
fy  liable  of  what  they  were  moft  concerned  to  know^ 
It  gave  a  general  detail  pf  uninterefting  operations^ 
rectiminated  on  the  officers  who  had  abandoned 
the  fervice, '  and  urged  the  iridifpenfable  neceffity 
of  stopleand  immediate  reinforcemtet^.  But  the 
g^oocvd  *of  the  difpute,  and  what  becanne  of  ti» 
treafof e,  were  points  on  which  he  youehikfi^d'  om 
informadon.  He  referred  indeed  to  fome  difiei^ 
eootf  whidh  h^d  fubfiiled  between  hinf  add  C^Ick 
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«el  MbelMd^  coRC^rnthg  tka  maimer  (^fopp^uog 
tli#  King's  tf^ops  on  i^nrice,  and  t4  cei«B]a«di2a»- 
ttitnts  OR  that  futlg^A,  whioh  he  fiippefed^hai  bMtt 
alreacfy'  laid  beford-  the  board«  The  {jfiefideocf 
wem  therdbre  under  a  aecofiicy  of  appiying-  n^ 
JKaoleod' and  Humbetftone  fbr  all  the- verbal  e«^ 
4enee>  they  could  afford,  and  whatever  papers  ihejr 
pc^fllfd' <K>noeming  the*  proceedings^  aodiAate of 
the  army  during  the  period  of  the  operatioas^  ik 
queflion.  It  was  confequently  declared  that  inapti- 
latkMxs  of  the  moft  ferious  nature,  and  fupportnd 
by  tber  ftrofrgeff  evidence^  appeared  againft-  the 
general ;.  and,  £iti$fied  that  the  fervice  could  mk 
pr(rfp«r  under  i&ch  a^  leader;  the^  board  dioughrk 
their  diity  not  •  te^  continue  htm*  ttiy  kmger  in  tlie 
oommand.  A.,  refMntioft  accordbgly  pa^fed^  of 
remeiring^hiiirftom  the  command,  and^ufpemiiiKg 
kirn  fronr  the  Companyif^  fihrvice j  xmttl  he  fhouM 
<elMrujPc  the  charges  that  Aood^againft  him.  CedOf- 
ftel  Mhdeod^  was  immediately  appointed »  his  fiic^ 
ceflbr,  and  C6Ionel  Homberffime  and  Major'Shxfrs 
required  to  join  the  army. 

Matthews' bad  alfo  apprifedthet  prefidency  *  of  his 
a^prehenfions-  that  an  enemy  of  great  ibreewsa 
within  thirty  mtles,  thfotigh  i^  was*  afterwards^  ftmiidl 
that *r)^  imh  enemy  cxiued,  or:  had  appeal ed '  u^g 
poUeribr  to  the  date -of  Ms-  letter,  inr  that  xnaawy^ 
Hyat'Saib  deccii^ed  the  cteddour  gcnerai  imo'iL 
convf6K(m  thafhe  would  ratlb-troops  indefiinociif 
the  En^hi  ati  the  fime-time-  that  bepreveoteA 
trery  appearance  of  commotioa  in  the  country*  in 
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order  to  lull  them  into  fuch  a  flate  of  fecurity 
might  render  them  an  eafy  prey  to  the  vengeapce 
which  was  fuddenly  to  overwhelm  them.  Theiir 
operations  were  ^t  the  fame  time  carried  ogi 
againft  feveral. places  on  the  coaft,  with  ezpedit|oa 
and  fuccels.  A  Captain  Carpenter,  in  that  direc- 
tion which  lies  toward  Goa,  invading  the  Sopndab 
diftrxA>  ibon  reduced  the  Carwar,  and  every  other 
fort.. 

But  the  capital  expedition  was  againft  Manga- 
Jore.  This  was  Hyder's  principal  dock-yard, 
where  the  rudiments  of  a  formidable  navy  were 
rapidly  rifing  into  form  ;  where  three  fhips  of  the 
hne,  fro9i. fifty  to  fixty  guns,. were  nearly  finiihedj 
where  feveral  others  of  different  fizes  were  alio 
upon  the  ij^ocks ;  and  where  large  quantities  of  na^ 
val  flores  were,  depofited.  Two  battalions  of  fepoys 
from  the  Bednore  country  were  difpatched  ta  in* 
veA  the  place.  A  mine  was  ibon  fprung, .  which 
it  is  faid  blew  up  eighty  fepoys.  The  furriyors^ 
notwithftanding»  carried  the  town  fword  in  haiid,. 
The  governor,  with  his  .troops,  took  refuge  in  the 
fort,  which,  though  a  fflace  of  fome^^ftrength,  made 
little  refiftance;  after  the  general's  arrival  with  the 
artillery.  In  thir^-lix  hour$  after  the  batteries 
began  to  play,  a  pra<£licable  breach  was  9pjeQed^ 
The  ^governor  immediately  flirrendered.  The  fe^ 
curity  oi  perfon  and  private  property  was  granted 
to  the.  captured.  Thus  were  moft  of  the  ftr^g 
holds  .on  th9  Malabar  coafl  in  our  pdleifipn. 

The 
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The  country,  however,  though  overrun,  was 
uot  conquered.  Thefe  advantages  were  obtained 
on  no  ptan  or  principal  that  could  render  them  fe- 
cure.  The  Sultan,  after  much  deliberation,  and 
fuch  a  degree  of  caution,  as  to  thofe  hot  in  the 
fecret  of  his  meafures  might  have  an  appearance 
of  hefitation,  refolved  on  an  *  immediate  deliver- 
ance of*  his  paternal  dominions.  Our  expedition 
therefore,  notwithftanding  the  very  culpable  man- 
ner in  whijCh  it  was  executed,  produced  the  pre- 
cife  eifeA  for  which  it  was  conceived,  and  to 
which  it  was  dire61ed. 

The  general,  for  whofe  want  of  ferious  confi- 
deration  in  a  iituatioh  fo  pre^carious  it  is  impolii- 
ble  to  give  any  fatisfadory  account,  inftead  of 
withdrawing  his  troops  and  artillery  entirely  from 
the  open  Bednore  country,  and  poftlng  them  in 
the  gauts  which  were  already  fortified  and  deemed 
impregnable,  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  ene^ 
my's  approach,  marched  at  the  head  of  little 
more  than  two  thoufand  troops  to  encounter  in  the 
open  field  a  force  fo  numerous,  that  they  not  only 
filled  all  the  adjacent  plains,  but  covered  the  hills 
to  a  greater  diflance  than  the  eye  could  reach. 
The  attack  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
my by  a  French  detachment.  Five  hundred  of 
our  men  are  faid  to  have  fallen  by  this  &rious 
onfet  in  a  few  minutes.  The  general  ibon  felt  the 
abfence  of  a  Baillie  or  a  Braithwaite.  And  he 
made  a  precipitate  retreat  to  the  fortrefs,  aban- 
doning the  city  entirely.    The  Sultan  took  every 
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poftble  pracatudofi  X6  (htit  up  ftU  €dmttonk4^<»i 
iKcher  with  the  low  ooimtry,   or  the  iba  cibaSK 
Hie  gbrxifoa  in  the  gantk^,    whicb  migM  ll^ftt 
^ferved  thU  iitoport&m  fKifi^,  niadte  a  iniferatlld 
defence,    Th^  few  fiigltives  ^hb  efcftf^  flufi^ 
the  garrifbn  of  CtiAdi^pore  mto  a  f)Uic.    TII6- 
pFecipitatidn  said  tbnfiriianv  jfyroductd  by  Hk  ln»^ 
pdfe  thus  fudden  fiftd  irreMible,  Were  Ifo  griM, 
that  nutnbers  of  tten  abd  Kd^fes  We<ts  iflfeVitlLbl^ 
drowned  in  the  hurry  of  ikiaking  theif  tffciipb  i 
the  magazine  were  fet  on  fife,  alid  k  Urgt  txftin 
of  artillery  difabled  or  abandoned,    tMB  iMmHiSb 
repofitoiy  bf  ilores  and  proViiioris  being  it  dice 
evacuated  a&d  deftroyed,  the  retii&iJidi^  ^  ^ 
garrifon  fled  to  Onoit.     Ca{>tain  Toiteaao,  Vfib 
commanded  in  this  plaeei.  had  ftiucli  dMfit  iii  |ir^ 
reAing  his  own  troopis  from  tire  fntnic  lirUcfll  16*^ 
ffctzed  their  feltow  feldieis^  WlMM  Jte  hid  ii6>  dft 
good  fortune  of  reftoririg  in  foki^  Aealbfe  t6  Oftflh 
fehfes.    He  then  liiade  a  ^ii'itdd  eites4i6&  \o  ftr« 
cover  the  artiltery  Which  h«d  tkkHk  left  ak  <>tiAfir« 
pore,  but  withbUt  eikSi,  as  the  W^lMfft  WsfililteSid^ 
ta  pcfiefiibn  of  the  ^emy.    . 

The  garrifon  ih  tlie  forbefs  of  ^^die  Ulcere  ih 
feventeeA  days  reduced  t6  the  gi^iHl  ^Stdriiftidtte. 
Great  nutiibeis  had  Been  ^Ih  dS^rHSj^  ^iUk  ^f^% 
their  ft:k  and  Woon^ed  esteeeddd  iyt  bifilAed  ^ 
tliey  wem  in  gre^  waik  of  ptrovMdh ;  ibd  ^tfife 
fti^iioHty  dif  lite  e!i»iy's  fit^  Indreafefl  prdd§j^ 
ot^.  A  cdpHutatlon  tRgr<^»ei  aftSr  loiae  d^- 
ctth£e$,  took  ^ictt.     the  ^frifoh  Sme  to  '^ 
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thfclr  itms  oh  the  glicts,  and  to  reftore  aQ  publio 
propeity,  but  allowed  the  honours  df  w^r  $   every 
tain  to  hzVt  the  privilege  of  retainmg  what  was  hti 
twtijf  and  a  fale  pafiage  to  Bombay,  at  t^e  enthifH 
ezpence.    To  the  general  alfe  was  granted  4  'guaifl 
fif  four  liundred  of  hts  oMm  fepoys,  wtth  iftirty- 
fix  rounds  ojf  aihmunmon.    Tht  piecuniary  articli^ 
\iras  hbwevet  defeated.    The  fort  wate  lio  foonet 
falrrendei-ed,    t^rhich    happened  on    the^  twenty- 
feigfath  of  April,  than,  that  rdo  tavch  rtioney  mS^ 
htt  be  found  on  one  nnan,  the  general  ordered  hfi 
Jiis  6lb(^6rs  to  draw  dn  tte  piy-maA'er  for  whatever 
they  #aitted.    By  thii  treachery  tot  a  fing!e  ru^ 
bee  remained  in  the  fort  when  evacuated.    Thi 
Sukah's  {uTprcions  being  roufed  by  ftVeial  tircum^ 
fiances  which  led  to  a  difcovtry  of  the  {^t&t,  tte 
vengeance  he  ihiiiSttd  ^as  terrible  and  immediate* 
He  Tent  for  Ms^tfae^ ;  blit,  inftead  of  adniScing  him 
to  hh  prefence,  he  had  him  thrbwn  into  iroh!^.    B;^ 
various  pretences^  ^U  the  principal  officers  wttb  * 
detached  from  the  army.    They  (uiTered  incMdifite 
Severities  for  the  outrages  they  comitntted  oh  the 
fteipltiCi    Id  company  with  the  gefieral,  they  werb 
lApt  in  cldfe  imprifonment  £>r  fome  tiihe  in  Sy^ng^ 
I^Giilftu    The  general  was  put  to  deaths  it  19  fkU, 
Ixjr  pDurihg  a  cenain  poif(rii»us  Ec^uor  ddwii  hi? 
ihttAi    I'wenty  officers  undercut  the  fibii  fate. 
explain  RrchardfdO,  wht)  firffeted  laft,  tfilVevv^  htm- 
1Bt\i  oh  his  knees,  and  eamt/By  begged  ffae  deS- 
.  tutioners  iKroak!  at  hsa^  fend  to  the  Sultah  tir  m 
iMhtmtixxk  of  Che  fetttente.    Ti^  te^imUt  yri$ 
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not  granted,  and  he  perlilied  with  bis  companions* 
The  cataftrophe  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  can  hardly 
be  r^colleAed,  without  at  the  fame  time  thinliing  of 
the  many  innocent  and  defencelefs  women  who  hacf 
fb  recently  fupplicated  their  humanity  in  vain. 

What  were  the  entire  amount  of  the  treafure^ 
£3und  in  the  wealthy  kingdom  of  -Canara,  has 
never  been  perfectly  afcertained.  It  is  aflerted  in 
one  private  account,  that  the  general  got  poiTeiEosi 
of  a  fum  of  thirty  lacks  of  pagodas,  befidcs  an 
infinite  quantity  of  diamonds  and  precious  ftones ; 
that  all  ihis  booty  was  fecreted,  and  fent  by  his 
brother  to^  Bombay;  tliat  his  brother  foon  after 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the.  Nabob,  who  beheaded 
him ;  and,  that  the  army  was  ftill  uninformed 
whether  all  or  any  of  the  treafure  had  ever 
reached  the  prefider,cy.  By  another  account  it  is 
cftimated  at  forty-eight,  lacks  of  pagodas.  Both 
eftimates  were  made  fince  the  releafeof  the  officer^ 
from  the  long  confinement  they  endured  in  that 
country. 

The  condu(5l  of  the  fepoys  to  their  fellow  fuf- 
ferers  in  this  ignominious  imprifonmeat,  does  ho- 
nour to  their  feelings  and  attachment.  They 
cheriflied  the  Europeans,  who  were  not  fo  able  to 
fupport  the  extremities  of  this  fultry  climate,  with 
every  humane  and  tender  attention  in  their  power^ 
.They  refilled  all  the  errors  and  allurements  by 
which  they  were  tempted  to  enter  iijto  the  fervice 
of  the*  enemy.  .And  when  they  were  permitted  tp 
rejoin  their  officers  they  expreffed  the  fincereft  fatif- 
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faftFon,  and  even  prefeiited  them  with  fuch  fmall 
films  of  money  as  they  had  been  able  to  fare,  for 
their  immediate  accommodation. 

The  Sultan  loft  no  time  in  leading  his  viftorious 
troops  to  the  refcue  of  Mangalore.  But  here  he 
met  with  refiftance  rather  different  from  that  which 
he  had  fo  eafily  fubdued  at  the  citadel  of  Bednore, 
Indeed  the  whole  energy  of  the  attack  depended 
on  his  French  auxiliaries.  By  their  exertions  a 
breach  was  actually  made,  when  news  arrived  in 
the  camp  of  a  peace  being  concluded  between 
England  and  France-  This  event  put  an  imme-  . 
diate  end  to  the  operations  of  the  befiegers.  Not 
all  the  promifes,  threats,  or  the  addrefs  of  the  Sul- 
tan, could  prevail  on  the  French  to  a<ft  in  any 
manner 'againft  the  Englifh,  or  even  to  continue 
longer  in  his  camp.  The  confequence  was  a 
cefTation  of  hoftilities  on  both  fides.  A  mean 
attempt  after  this  M^as  made  to  ftarve  our  gatri- 
fon  into  a  furrender.  But  they  were  feafonably  re- 
lieved hy  General  Macltod,  who»  appearing  on  the 
coaft  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  obliged*  the 
enemy  to  afford  them  a  fupply.  No  military  oper- 
ation of  any  confequence  took  place  after  this  in 
thefe  parts.  And  in  the  following  year  a  peace 
was  concluded  between  the  Company  and  the  Sul- 
.  tan,  in  which  the  conquefts  on  both  fides  were  re- 
flored,  and  the  peace  of  India  eftablifhed. 

The  war  which  continued  in  the  Carnatic,  not- 
withftanding  the  abfence  of  the  Sultan,  was  chiefly 
between  the  French  and  Englifli.  Sir  Eyre  -Coote, 
who  had  gone  to  Bengal  for  the  recovery  of  his 
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l^ealih*  returned  as  (bon.^  he  found  hUfbeo^jtb 
•  in  fome  degred  repaised,  acid  brought  witk  him  logt 
lacks  of  rupee&  The  {LeibhitiQa,  which  caivife4 
him^  was  very  clofely  purfijed  duriag  the  pai&^, 
^y  two  Freoch  flups  <tf  the  Ime.  The  gen^'i 
^nxiety  for  the  coaiequdDce»  as  the  public  we  ii^ 
deeply  iqtereftedi,  kept  him  conftantly  oa  tke  de<^ 
dunag  the  chaie«  The  (hip  and  tcealuce  f  fo^ed;i^ 
but  the  general  only  furvived  his  axrival  l^o  days. 
His  bfs  to  the  Company  and  his  couR(ry  ifas  ine^ 
par^ bk.  Whateyec  migK(  have  beeo  hU  mf^sfeo^ 
^ops  in  other  sefpe^ts^  as  u  pro£»ffioiial  maa  hft 
had  few  equa^  He  had  more  JKulita^  ^sieoqe  ^ad 
pipdlce  perhaps^  thaa  any  other  genesal  of  his  ^Ofifu 
And  it  will  be  bng  remembered  ta  his  ^aour^  a^ 
an  eulogy  to  which  he  was  well  emjitledA  ^t|  w^eA 
oyr  affairs  on  that  fide  of  India  had  faecoina  d^ 
perate»  Kis  prefence  sefiored  the  pqefidem^e  o/  a 
diipirited  army :  He  was  the  terror  of  the  moftS^f*.. 
midable  adveifary  we  ever  bad  in  that  pa^ t  o£  th^ 
world,  and  Uterally  the  iavio^  of  the  Caiaatic 

General  Stuart,  who  had  fucoeeded  to  the.  com* 
mand  in  the  abCence  of  Sir  Eyre  Cpote^  was»  oa 
his  deaths  continued  in  that  £tua(ioDw  And  the 
a^Uon  in  which  his  abUides  wer/s  m<^  difUogu^hed 
happened  at  Cuddabre.  The  French,  whom  is 
was  BOW  aa  ob}e&  to  drive  iiom  the  Caraatic^ 
were  ftrongly  fonified  in  this  plftc«»  hk  ap  at*, 
tempt  tt^  carry  the  out-pofts  of  this  fbrtseli,  a  moA 
bloody  ^nd  defperate  coaflid  enfued,  in  whkh  ta^ 
ttfm^  M$l  de^ce  coatiauei- to  J»g«  wtheqaal 


'ij:^  killed,  vgofi^c^  ^4  voii&^  UkMNl  ^ 

)ull$d<«  «oup4^. 
Tto  ii^R^e  tiiM^  yf^  iofi^^  or  th*  thiftfe^Mi 

iQj;  (h^  fiftli  ^  If^  Vm»o»  »s  fP«W«  5ft  tH  l94m 
i<t^s,    Tfae  ^nj[P^  in  t^r  wm. .  Il»4  «  fi«P»rir 

<^  of  &>s«9»  *i^  qefvifei  i«v«»t4W.  ^bjjp*  to 

t»w  greatly  debili«»i#4  by  i«b»»fc  A  procli-» 
cilpuf  canAQED^de  wa&  ^pt  up^  f|9flpk  %  ^e^^r  ^am9^ 
pft  £»»  till  Jievea  of  cloclt  in  ti)«  f  yn^S*  ^^out 
i9t«r<|uffion.  Tk»  efffftaj  t^««  l»a»^  Q0t  9s  tb«]l 
1)3^4  ]|i«:pt  a  cjiutiq^s  (^ncq  tjbfo^  ^  yfkfih  enr 
^gein«j)X.  Oo  the  nbojHiivg  th^  wro  wkto^y  out 
oif  fights  ao4  c|>fcow«r9d  th^i  d$y  9^^^  aot^hedC* 
in  thjt  coaii  off  PondicbeiFj^  {!«<;«  $ur  £4«»jr4 
d||rq.d  them  tb&  whole  of  d^s  daj^  bitf  wa$  imme- 
diately obliged  to  pit  ii^tx^  ]|il&4ifV  M  ^«A  water* 
And  Svt^cein,  took  th^  OfftfoxtftMey  of  letumiqg  to 
Cqddalose,  where  l^  l;)ode4  tV9  t^vi^nd  and  four 
jbup^red  pi  his  own  nen,  to  aflSil  Q«  6u%  ia  th« 
.Mence  ^f  that  it^Jki^b^  pl^pe. 

The  b^fieg^t  &<w  tbi&.  4od  <«\ui:a)  other  oi»k 
^ugoftaaces,  becaow  fo  confident  of  their  flrength, 
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that  they  determined  to  attempt  our  intrencliments. 
And  our  army  was  not,  at  that  time.  In  the  beft 
condition  for  fuftaining  fuch  an  onfet.     The  en- 
forcements, which  the  general  had  ordered  from 
Madras,  had  not  yet  arrived.     Nor  was  Colonel 
FuUarton  returned  from  an  expedition  on  which  he 
had  been  fent  in  the  Coimbatour  country.    Sir  Ed^ 
ward  Hughes  had  departed,  and  the  enemy's  fleet 
were  at  anchor  in  the  road.     Under  all  ihefe  dif- 
couraging  circumflances^  and  notwithl^anding  the 
force  deftined  for  the  furprife  of  the  Englifli  con* 
fitted  of  the  flower  of  the  French  army,  and  were 
led  to  the  attack  by  fome  of  their  moft  approved 
officers,  they  were  received  in  a  manner  but  little 
expe^ed.    The  a6):ion  commenced,  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when 
they  endeavoured  to   furprife  our  troops.     They 
had,  on  the  firft  attack,  fuch  an  advantage  only  as 
could  be  expe^^ed  againft  men  not  regularly  pre- 
pared to  receive  them.     The  aflSiilants,  however, 
foon  found   themfelves  on  hoftile  ground.     The 
Englilh  armed  in    a   moment,   and  fpeedily  re- 
venged the  infult.     Not  contented  with  maintain- 
ing their  pofts,  they  drove  the-  enemy  from  the  in- 
trenchmenis,    and  pufhed  them  fo  hard  on  every 
fide,   that  a  complete  route  inftantly  took  place. 
The  Chevalier  de  Damas,  who  headed  the  party, 
fcveral  officers,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
jmen,  were  taken  prifoners.     Our  lofs  was'  inconfi- 
durable*    The  fepoys  who  fought?  and  even  foile4 
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fome  of  the  beft  troops  of  France^  wth  the  bay- 
onet, fufFered  moil.     ' 

Soon  after  this  fally,  information  was  received 
at  Cuddalord,  from  Lord  Macartney  and  Sir  £d« 
ward  Hughes,  that  peace  was  re-eftabliihed  |>e- 
tween  the  French  and  '  Englifh  in  Europe.  All 
further  hoftilities  between  the  two  armies  imme-* 
^tely  ceafed,  and  the  prifoners  of  each  were 
mutually  eabanged. 


•      « 
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